‘Roosevelt Reveals Choice
Of Commander for Allies
In Christmas Eve Address

Hyde Park, N. Y., Dec. 24 —{UPR—President Roosevelt today
d the intment of G al Dwight D, Eisenhower as
commander of the forthcoming allled invasion of Europe.

In a Christmas eve radlo address to the nation and men of the
American armed services around the world, Mr, Roosevelt sald
&8 a result of the international conferences at Cairo and Teheran,
Eisenhower, now allled commander for North Africa, had been
given the task of leading the new “combined attack” against Ger-
many.

Briton to Be Buccessor
, the president sald, will be succeeded in the Medl-
Lhmnean by n British officer whose name will be announced by
Prime Minister Winston Churchill.

Eisenhower will have command of “air, sea and land power"
in tackling Germany from new “points of the compass,” and he
will be assisted by Lt, Gen. Carl Andrew Spaatz, who will com-
mand “the entire American strategic bombing force operating
against Germany."

Mr, Roosevelt, speaking from his home where he was spending
Christmns for the first time since he entered office, reported at
length on his recent overseas conferences, saying that the United
States, Great Britain, China and Russia were in agreement after

i

the war “International force” would be used if necessary to pre- :

BETVe peace.

Heavy Casualties Coming
He also struck at those who see the war's end near at hand,

saying “we shall have to look forward to large casualty lists,” and | |

that the end is ‘‘not yet in sight.””
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In telling the news of Eisenhower's new command, the presi- .. :

dent painted in gencral terms the plan of global battle that came

out of the talks in the middle east with Churchill, Premier Joset | |

Stalin, and Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek.

+» "“The Russian army will continue its stern offensives on Ger-
many's eastern front,” he sald in discussing plans for Europe, “the
allied armies in Italy and Africa will bring relentless pressure on
Germany from the south, and now their encirelement will be com-
plete as great .ame.ric:m and British forces attack from other
points of the compass.”

“The commander selected to lead the combined attack from
these other points)” Mr, Roosevelt announced dramatically, “ls
Gen, Dwight D, Eisenhwoer. Hls performances In Africa, Siclly
and Italy have been brilliant. He knows by practics]l and success-
ful experience the way to coordinate air, séa and land power. All
these will be under his control,

“Lieut. Gen. Carl A, Spaatz will command the entire American
strategic bombing force operating against Germany.”

Spaatz now commands the American strategic bnmhlng {force

j
in the Mediterranean.
Like Foch In World War I

hower thus the role approximate to that occupled
by Mnrshal Ferdinand Foch, who late in World War I was ap-
inted generalissimo of allled forces. The appointment left the
merican fop command unchanged, Gen, George C. Marshall,
ireah from conferences in the Pacific, remains as army chiefofs
staff In mctlve charge of the nation's global war plans. Adm, Wil-
liam D. Leahy continues as President Rocsevelt's personal chief-of-
staff,

Mr. Roosevelt promised Eisenhower's successor in the African
and Mediterranean theater “that our powerful ground, sea and alr
forces In the vital Mediterranean area will stand by his side u.nt.u
every objective in that bitter theater is attained.” e

Halling the Cairo and Tehran conferences as being eminéntly
succesaful, the chief executive sald the fdur powers rejected the
enemy doctrine “that the strong shall dominate the weak.”

“But at the same time, we are agreed that If foroe is necessary

to keep International peace, international foree will be applied—
for as long as it may be necessary."”

Wharning to Non-Cooperationists.

Seemingly as a warning to nations that refuse {o cooperate
with the allies, the president added:

“It has been our steady poelicy—and it Is certainly a common
sense pollcy—that the right of each nation to freedom must be
measured by the willingness of that nation to fight for freedom,”

Mr. Roosevelt far from lgnored the war In the Paclfic, saying
that he and Churchill had settled with the Chinese generalissimo
not only “definite military strategy,” but also had discussed “‘cer-
tain long-range principles which we bellave can mssure peace in
the Far East for many generations to come.”

“These principles,” he explained, “are as simple as they are
fundamental. They involve the restoration of stolen property to
its rightful owners, and the recognition of the rights of millions
of people in the Far East to build up thelr own forms of self-gov-
ernment without molestation."”

The president emphasized that “essential to all peace and se-
curity in the Pacific and In the rest of the world {s the permanent
elimination of the empire of Japan as “a potential force of aggres-
sion."

“Never again,” he said, “must our soldiers and sailors and
marines be compelled to fight from island to island as they are
fighting so gallantly and so successfully today."

Greater Effort Needed st Home
{ “The massed offensives which are in the making—both in
Europe and the Far East—will require every ounce of energy and
fortitude that we and our allles can uummua on the fighting fronts
and in all the workshops at home."

j Mr. Roasevelt obviously directed this passage about the need
for greater effort in the “workshops at home" at strike threats for
higher wages and the preoccupation of some industrialists over
reconversion of peacetime production,

The president sald he would tell more about the Cairo and
Tehran conferences when he delivers his state of the union mes-
sage to congress in about two weeks.

“And, on that occasion, 1 shall also have a great deal to say
about certain conditions here at home.”

That meant plainly that the president will again take up the
| cudgels publiely for support of his anti-inflation program which
! now is under attack from many polnl: in congress and ou'l..

In dieclosing the new Invasi d for Elsenhower, the
| president did not overlook Gencﬂl Marshall, army chlef of staff
who was reported erronecusly some time ago as slated to be
“global commander'™ of the allles,

!‘lllh in Leaders Affirmed.

“To the memben of our armed forces, to their wives, mothers
and fathers,” he sald, “1 want to affirm the great faith and conftil
dence we have in General Marshall and Admiral King (U. B, fleet
sommander) who direct all of our armed might throughout the
world.

The president was blunt and harsh in his treatment of “cheer-
ful idiots in this country" who hid behind their Isolationist policies,
and he was plain-spoken in gpiking theories of a quick victory.

"The war is now reaching the stage," he sald, “where we shall
have to look forward to large casualty lists—dead, wounded and
missing.

“War entails Just that. ‘rhm is no easy road to victory. And
the end Is not In sight”

Baby Le!o: child aclor, - averw!

Merry Lhnstmas Yourselt'

belmed by Jolly old B m-lr.
he brings forth surprisea for all from his wWondrous pack.

day for Christmas,

PRESUMED LOST

Washington, Dec. 24.—{UR)\—
The navy announced today that
the 1,475ton U, S. submarine
Grayling is overdue and pre-
sumed lost.

Although the navy did not

say where the craft disappeared,
it presumnbly was in the Pacific
or the Far East where the Pre-
ponderance of the U, 8. under-
seas fleet |s carrying on u de
structive campaign again Japa-
nese supply lines.

The Grayling, which carrles
a normal complement of 65
men, was skippered by Lt,
Cmdr. Mobert Marion Brinker,
33, of Park Ridge, I,

Jap Officials Plan

Flight From Tokyo

Chungking, Dee, 24.—UP—
Highranking Japanese officials
are prepared to {lee from Tokyo
to emergency headquarters In
Shanghai in the event the Jap-
anese capital becomes a targel
for mass allied air ralds, a for-
mer Shanghal editor sald today

Chao Cheh Hao, editor of the
discontinued Shanghai Shun
Pao, expressed that bellef on his
arrival at Chungking with his
wile and four children and two
former employes, They fled
Shanghal disguised as peasants.

ACTOR WALTER PIDGEON
BECOMES U. S. CITIZEN

Hollywood, Dec. 24, — (UP) —
Sereen  Star Waller Pldgeon
was admitted to cltizenship to-
day In ma ceremony he consid-
ered the finest Christmas pre
sent he had ever received.
Pidgeon came to the United
States from Cannda in 1018,
The Immigration bureau
meanwhile announced it had
withdrawn profests against
citizenship for Rudolph Sieber,
45, scenarist husband of Film
Actress Marlene Dietrich, Sieber
was reported |1l in New York.

U:S: SUB GRAYLING Eetei=2

Christmas Occupies World
From Fox Holes to Homes

By United Press

In Bethlehem, the president's
tage. the army camp, and even In the fox-holes of the world's
battle-fields, the last-minute preparations were being made to

home, the war worker's cot-

Clvillans,  with well-filled

putting the

Ing  touches' ln a record-

spree across the uﬂnn.

and all forms of transportation

were jammed with soldlers re-

turning home for furloughs snd

civillans traveling to see rela-
tives In the armed forces,
Fouast In Bervice

Army and navy cooks In all
parts of the world were begln-
ning to prepare a'holiday fenst
for America’s service men,

Around the globe there was
this pre-Christmas scene:

At Hyde Park, N. Y, ~Presl-
dent and Mrs, Roosevelt arrived
today to spend Chrlstmas at
their Hyde Park home where to-
night the President will read
Dickens' "Christmas Carol.”

Al Fifth Army Headquariers,
Italy—Lt, Gen, Mark W, Clark
sdid he hoped that “with God's
help we shall make 1044 a de-
cisively victorlous year,"

Victory Hope in 1944

At Washington, Adm. Ernest
J. King, Commander-in-chief of
the U. 8. fleet, and Secretary of
the Navy Frank Knox held out
hope fur viclory in 1044,

At BSouth Pacllic Bases—
There were Christmas trees dec
orated with aluminum-painted
ammunition belts. Preparations
were under way to serve a tur
key dinner to every soldler and
each man will receive three cans
of beer,

2 BROTHERHOODS
AGREE T0 SUBMIT
10 ARBITRATION

Trainmen and Engineers
Willing to Leave Wage
Problem In F. R.'s Hands.

Washington, Dec, 24 —{UR—
Spokesmen for the Brotherhood
o- Railrond Trainmen and the
Brotherhod vof Locomotive En-
gineers announced at the White
House today that they will eall
off their scheduled strike and
submit the issues to Presldent
Roosevelt for arbitration.

The announcement was made
in the White House lobby by A,
F, Whitney, of the Brotherhood
of Railroad Trainmen, and Al-
vanley Johnston, president of
the Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers,

Thres Decline Offer

The unions represented by
Whitney and Johnston agreed
Inte yesterday to accept Presl-
dunt Roosevelt's offer to arbl-
frate the wage deadlock, but
the other three operating rall-
ropd brotherhoods declined the
offer,

Referring to their declalon to
lszue m statement later calling off
“any strike for any future date*
Whtlm told. reporters: |

‘e {ecl that the public "s en-
H‘lf to this information now as
a Christmas present. We feel
that this will be bad news for
Hitler and Hirohito."
Toe Go Ahend

Whitney also revealed that
War Mobilization Direectlor
Jm? llll." Byrnell. had tliald I';:l‘r;
and Johnston this morning t
Pruiéant'z'aln han decided
to go ahead and ubltntc the
case for the rallroad tralnmen
and locomotive engineers regard.
less of whether the other three
operating unions agree to submit
to such a plan,

Meanwhile, Byrnes called a
meeting of the non-operating
unions at the White House for
2 p. m,, apparently to give the
government's answer to their
wage proposal,

BANGKOK BOMBED
BY YANK AIRMEN

San Franclsco, Dec. 24—UR
Tokyo radio sald todny a Thal
land government spokesman an-
nounced thut Ameriean bombers,
based in China, ralded Bangkok
Tuesday afternoon and Wednes
day morning.

The raids caused “numerous
easualtles and damaged civilian
homes, Tokyo said In a broad-
cast recorded by United Pross.

The Japanese report of the
Thal announcement sald that no
damage was inmcted on “other
Installations.”

('I'here hu been no Allled an-

ent of recent ralds on

IDAHO-OREGON-NEVADA

HIGHWAY IS ASSURED

Portland, Ore., Dee, 24—UR
Completion of the Oregon ses
tion of the Idaho-Oregon-Nevada
highway In Malheur county,
Ore, was assured today with
awarding of contracts to the Rog
ers Construction company of
Dayton, Wash.

The Oregon State Highway
commission sald the contract
covered surfacing of 468,97 mil.s,
which would provide a major
highway from the Snake River
Valley in Idaho to San Fran-
clsco, saving 150 miles of travel.

The army requested the im-
provements,

CHANGTEH CAMPAIGN

NEARS CONCLUSION
Hungking, Dec, 24—.A—The
Chn?‘!uh campaign la resching

KO PAPERE DEC. 18
In order to conserve paper
under the government's ra
tioning program, the Mail

Tribune will pot publish on
8 ber 28,

Ing stage" with the
bulk of Japanese troops with-
drawn to the east bank of the
Sungize rlver and about four-
fifths of the Tungting Lake reg-
jon back in Chinese hands, a
Chinese miiitary spokesman sald
Wdllo

Bansknk. capital eity of Thal-
land.)

JAP REINFORCEMENTS

SEEN AT KWAJALEIN
Pearl Harbhdr, Dec, 24—0UR—
Army and navy Liberntor bomb-
ers, earrying Into the tenth day
non-stop American ralds Intend-
ed to knock out Japanese air
strength In the Marshall islands,
have uncovered further evidence
that the Japanese are rushing
reinforcements Into the region.
A communigue by Admiral
Chester W, Nimitz gald that 20
Japanese ships were sighted
Tuesday at Kwajalein lagoon,
which stretches 40 miles bes
tween Kwajalein and Rol islands
of lthe boot-shaped Kwajalein
atoll.

CHRISTMAS IN TARAWA

Washington, Dee, 24 0 fl—
1t's Christmas In Tarawa now.

Christmas came at 8:01 &, m.,
EWT, today to American fight
ing men on the newly-won Gll-
bert lslands where rsws of
crosses mark graves of those
who gave their lives to help
bring peace on earth, good-will
0 men

RUSSIANS CRASH
NORTHERN RIM OF
VITEBSK DEFENSE

Stalin Announces Victory In
Order of Day—New Drive
Opens in White Russia.

London, Dee, 24—{UD—A fast-
rolling Russian offensive crashed
through the northern rim of de-
fenses guarding the approaches
to Vitebsk today as the German
high command reported that the
Red army had launched a new
onslaught in lower White Russia
and regalned fhe iInitiative In
the see-saw battle of the Kilev
sallent.

Premier Marshal Josef Stalin,
In an order of the day broad-
cast by the Moscow radlo, an-
nounced that the 1st Ballle
army stormed and ecaptured the
German stronghold of Gorodok,
18 miles north of Vitebsk on the
Vitebsk-Nevel rallroad line,

Big Force Involved

Stalin revealed that at least
four rifle divisions and a num.
ber of smaller units, possibly
75,000 or more men, were In-
volved In the ecapture of Goro-
dok, which polsed a grave flank-
ing threat to the Nazl garrison
delendlnn Vitebalk.

" An. official broadoeast

Dr. Erb Dies

Dr. Donald Milton Erb,
president of the Universlty of
Oregon, who died yesterday of

pnsumonia after an ilinesa
only a lew days, Seventh presi-
dent of the university, he hila
served In that position since

BRITISH HAMMER
LAST GERMANS IN

sald the Ruuiz:u attacked in
force along the u Dnleper
northeast of Zhlobin, key rall
junction of southern White Rus-
ain, It added that "heavy fight-
ing" Is going on, signiticantly
glving no hint of the trend.

Boviet attacks southeast of

Wn and esst of Zhi
m eollapsed, the Naxls
in thelr customarily ob!

acknowledgement that the
tiative again was In Rumsian
hands, It was in the reglon of
those towns west of Klev that
the Naxls apparently had ex-
pended thelr supreme effort to
roeverse the sweeping gains of
the Red army's summer and
early winter offensive.

15 KNOWN DEAD
INLODGING FIRE

New York, Dec, 24 —UP—
Fire ate through a small factory
and Into a cheap West 42nd
street lodging house todey, teap-
ping many persons Inside the
bullding,

At 4 p. m,, pollce and tire of-
ficlals at the scene sald there
were 15 known dead. Ten bodles
had been removed from the
bullding at that hour and five
had been counted Inslde.

FARMERS BEWILDERED

Washington, Dec. 24 —UF—
Technological bewllderment was
blamed by government officlals
today for the fact that midwest
farmers are calling recent parily
parments "glft checka' —because
they arrived without explana-
tion,

um:.v bamm the Adriatie
|wing of the ;
Tly today, pnumllng the last
enemy toshold in Ortona, ur
turing the nearby village of
Vezann! and driving against
Villa Grande on the road run-
ning Inland. '

Americans of the OBth army
fought threugh a downpour to
eapture more high ground In the
WAequafondala seclor above Cas-
sino on the Rome rond, but
ylelded a hill three miles to the
nouth {o strengthened German
counterblows,

Bombers HIt Rallroad

Marauder modium bombers of
the northwest African alr forces
braved bad wenther to attack
the coastal rallrond on the Ital.
lan Rivilera, plastering targets
nt Ventimiglia near the French
border and Imperis 30 miles to
the enst.

The battle of Ortona was car-
rled through anothes day of
bloody fighting by a 'ast-ditch
Gorman stand In the porthwest-
ern autskirts, Struggliig to hold
the anchor post at a1l costs and
delay a gencral fallback on the
Adrlatie, the Nazis were fighting
to the last man at some strong
points omidst the rubble of
Ortona,

New York, Dec, 24 —{UR—
Matthew Woll, vice-president of
the American Federation of
Labor, replying to a Soviet at-
tack on American labor leaders,
today accused Russin of ‘“un.
warranted interference In the
internal ‘ affairs of the United
States.”

Pope in Christmas Message
Says War Bnig__ki_ng All Laws

London, Dec. 24—URA—Pope
Plus XII, In a Christmas mes
sage lo the world, sald today
that the war was breaking all
laws and exceeding all moral
bardiers.

“The horrible pages of past
history fade away In compari-
son with the bloody disaster hap-
pening today," he sald In a
broadcast over the Vatican ra.
dio.

The present ls witnessing a
“mornl decadence which Is bury:
Ing all humanitarian sentiments,
but In the midst of thia dark
night, the light of Bethlehem
must shine,” he said.

“Only Christ alone can allevi:

ate the dark senliments , .
only Christ can allsviate the tor-

tures of humanity."

The Pope gald the world for
(hs fifth time was preparing to
eelebrate Christmas In a “tense
atmosphere of death and
hatred.”

He mid the church would do
all It could to alleviate the pains
of “all suffering humanity," eall-
Ing on all christians to to take
comfort from their falth.

The Pope sald he realized
that deaths, anxiety for war
prisoners and fears for departed
persons were  breaking the
hearts of many christians,

“Our fatherly heart s more
that never with you,” he said,
“but all our efforts cannot sud-

.|denly end this horrible war or

glve you back your dear ones"

BLOODY ORTONAE

n line across|

Allies Hurl Knockout Punches Across Channel

ROCKET COAST S
TARGET N WORST
POUNDING OF WAR

U. S. Heavy Bombmﬁ Join
Onslaught After Berlin
Given 1,000-Ton Blasting

London, Dec, 24—{U,A—Amen
lcan heavy bombers swarmed
into the unprecedented serial
onslaught on the French “rocket
coast” for the first time today
after British night ralders
strewed floming destruction
through Berlin with more tham
1,000 tons of bombs,

The allles were hurllng every -

type of plane In thelr British
arsenal against the Pas De
Calais area of France, across the
narrowest atretch of the chans
nel, In one of their biggest and

of | most concentrated and most sise

talned bombardments,

Bkles Full of Planes

Four-motored bombers of the
United States elghth air force
made their fitst attack' on the
strip of gunatudded continental
soll,  Ameriean marauder medts
um bombers struck at the same
area

'rrio lklulm the stralts of

the heavy attack on Berlin when
the daylight formations headed
for France.

The acriai traffic plcked u
progresaively until the Amer
can heavy bombers, escorted by
fightery, crashed their bombs on
the Pas De Calals strip around
Boulogne and Calais,

Marauder medium bombers of
the Eighth alr force, also accoms
panied by allled fighters, joined
the blg parade.

Early reports made no mene
tion of the apecitic targets. Specs
ulation over the aerial concens
tration on the French coast had
dwelt on unofficinl reports that
the Germans had mounted thelr
"secret weapon,” a rocket gun
for bombing London and other
objectives in Britain,

NAME SUGCESSOR
10 EISENHOWER

London, Dee. 24— P —Gen,
Sir Henry Mailtland Wilson Is
succeeding Gen, Dwight D,
Eisenhower as Allled command-
er in the Mediterranean theater,
It wis announced tonight.

Gen. Sir Harold R, L, G. Alex«
ander, Elsenhower's deputy coms
mander, takes over command of
the Allied armies In Italy.

Gen, Blr Bernard L, Mont.
gomery, commander of the Brite
Ish Bth army, will command the
British forces under Eisenhower,

SIDE GLANCE'S

TRIBUNE moaml

Fire Chief Roy Elliot presid-
Ing over his annual dinner for
the fire laddies and serving up
& super-dooper menu of
goose and venlson mince ple.

Jack Boyl meaking a u!lll
out of m box which he had just
presented as a Christmas gift.
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