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'NAZIS LOSE I.AST DNI

News Behind
The News

By Paul Mallon

Washington, Dec, 14—The ad-
ministrution has opened a drive
to “dispel disunity."

Top rostrum
men, Speaker
Rayburn, War
Production
Viee Chairman
Charles Wilson
and War Mobil-
izer James
Byrnes, have
spoken on the
subject iIn
rapld order,

Mr, Rayburn
was ftrying to
quiet the house
where eriticlsm of the adminis-
tration’s domestle war effort is
continuing to mount,

v . Mr., Wilson spoke to the Na-

onal Association of Manufac
turers, where he said too many

were preparing thelr post-war
positions at the expense of the
war effort.

Mr, Byrnes, on the radlo, went
after the big four brotherhoods

time any adminlstration
man has dared attack the most
powurful of labor groups) and
other labor and farm groups,
seeking to break the govern-
ment's price policies,

Altogether, It looks like a
well-managed campalgn.

The country {s truly in a pre
plexing condition, whether “dis-
unity” is the proper word for it
is certainly open to question.
Take, for Inglance, the lnner
bnckmund from which
burn spoke.

The house itself is idling with.
’iut much to do, Its investigating
cummlitiiees, however, are cone
stantly digging up evidence of
mlmmsemmt.

ALONG the line of one com-

mittee which recently heard
the charge that although $13.
000,000 had been spent for one
plane plant In North Carolina,
only one plane had been pro-
duced.

things' have political
ramifieations. Nothing In Wash«
ington now—or from now .on—
will 'be non-political. The elec-

wunumrd on l'-n 8ix)

 FLUAND CoLoS

* SPREADING FAST

THROUGH NATION

By United Press
Influenza and colds, spreading
throughout the nation, reached
epldemic proportions in some
cities today, curtailing war plant
:lpuluom and forcing schools to

Dr. George Calver, eapltol
physician, estimated that 20 per
cent of the congressmen (n
Washington have contracted in:
fluenza or a respiratory virus in
fection, He said 1v0,000 cases

‘wem reported in the city.
Peak Due Soon

Dr. James G. Cumiming, head
of the government bureau of
preventable disease, anticipated
an increase in the infection with-
in the mext few days, but ex-
pressed that the crisis would be
reached shortly, followed by a
sharp decline.

Dr. Bruce H. Douglas, city
health commissioner of Detroit,
where about 10 per cent of the
population has been hit, sald
colder weather “would have a
marked effect In checking the
number of heavy colds and win
ter respiratory allments.”

New York City's industria|
plants, depariment *stores and
utilities reported a 10 per cent
inerease in absenteelsm during

; the last week.
o Some eitles reported a short-

sge of medical facilities and hos
pitals were barring visitore to
protect patients from infection.

Oregon authorities sald the
extent of the disease was only
normal for this season of the
year.

London. Dec. 14—UR—King
George V1 observed his 48th
blm:day qulietly today with the
queen and princesses. Official
celebrations will not take place
until pext June, but flags were

CHERKAS! GAPTURE
GIVES REDS ROAD
FOR MARCH WEST

Town on River Stormed
and Taken After Stub-
born Fight, Says Stalin.

London, Dec. 14—UR—Gen,
Ivan S. Konev's Ukrainian army
has stormed and captured Cher
kasi, the last major German base
on the west bank of the lowe:
Dnleper river, Premier Josel
Stalin announced today in a spe-
cial order of the day.

Stalin, hailing the vletors at
Cherkasl, described the town as
“an important center of German
defense on the right bank of the
Dnieper" and said it fell today
a8 a resul* of stubborn fighting

Military .quarters. here be
lieved the fall of Cherkasi sig

| nalized the crumbling of the e
tire German position in the| B

northern section of the Dnieper
bend, since it gave the Russians
a firm grip on an extensive and
strategic rail and highway net-
work.

The capture of the town also
cleared the way for a Russian
advance westward to threaten
the southern flank of the Ger
mans counterathcking tbe Kiev
salient.

By United Press

Triumphant Russian forces
selzed the last German stro
hold on the lower Duleper riyer
and masséd inside their Kiev sa-
lient for a winter drive on Po-
land and Rumania today, as néws
from London and the middie east
hinted ‘strongly. that declsive
blows are impending to speed
Germany's final defeat, .
Allied troops in Italy pounded
deeper. into the Adriatic flank
of the Nazi line, but rains and
mud again slowed .the
Anglo-American sdvance” to &
nearstandstill on other sectors.

Canadians Advance

Canadian units of Gen, Sir
Bernard L, Montgomery's 8th
army . advanced through Nazl
tank counter-attacks on the town
of Ortona, coastal anchor of the
German Adriatic line, At last re-
ports, the Canadians were within
two miles of Ortona and held
dominant hill positions overlook-
ing the town.

Indian troops flanking the
Candians on the iInlandside of
the line scored limited advances
and broadened the Blth army's
positions south and southwest
of Ortona, *

Planes Busy

Allied attack planes pounded | tal
the Nazi rear lines despite the
weather handicap, and medium
bombers ranged across the Adri-
atic to batter oll installations at
Split and railway yards at Sibe-
nic, on the Jugoslav coast.

RAF Mosquito raiders bombed
western. Germany during the
night for the fourth straight
night, attacking without loss in
the wake of powerful American
forays against Nazi alrfields in
Holland and unidentified targets
In northwestern Germany. Nine
American planes were lost in the
daylight ralds, but the Fort-
resses Liberators and Thunder-
bolt fighters that struck at Ger-
many downed 15 enemy planes.

26,723 Casualties
In Halian Fighting

London, Dee. 14—UB)—For-
elgn Secretary Anthony Eden
announced In commons today
that Allied forces in Italy have
suffered 26,723 casualties and
captured more than 6000 Ger-
man prisoners.

Allied casualties from the start
of the Itallan campaign through
Nov. 23, he sald, were as follows:

Lulted States Britain
Killed ... - 1,603 3,212
Wounded ... 6,381 8,700
Missing ... 2,685 3,153

Totals ....._.10,649 16,074
HUNTER KILLED
Moscow, Ida., Dec.’14 —UP

Wilbur Tisdall, 32-year-old hun-
ter, was killed Instantly Sunday
night when a loaded rifle he was
pulling from his car following a
deer hunt apparently discharged

Oown oo public

accidentally, Coroner H. R.
Short announced
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Ship Named fpr War Correspondent

- e —-191. s‘rr et r‘l_"—t‘

Named for ke first U. 8, war correspondent to give his Ule in World

War I, the B. 8. Ralph Bamnes, a Liberty Ship, slides down the ways of

the Oregon Bhipyard ino Portlsnd. Bames, a New York Herald ‘Triouns

reporter, was born at Salem, Ore., was killed Nov. 10, 1940, when an RAF

bomber in which hs was flying on a bombing mission to Albania, crashed
and burbed in Yugoslavia

bureau.

The committee, which hopes
to - report the bill to the senate
on Thirsday, also vofed to freeze
.the socisl securlty tax rate at Its
present one per cent for another
year. This Is the third year that
Sen. 'Arthur Vandenberg, R,
Mich,, has succeeded in barring
an sutomatie noubling of soclal
security, taxes under the law.
Vandenberg wau author of (he
posty dment which
the_ cnrnmltlee epproved, Chair-
man Walter F. George, D., Ga.,
sald the vote was 15 or 18 [or
holding the present level with
only four or five members
favoring an increase,

The senate commitiee mceept-
ed the housc-approved corpora-
tion excess profits tax rate of 03
per cent, an increase of {ive per
cent over the present rate, It
eliminated m the house bill,
however, the linal bracket in the

invested clpllll

COLDER WEATHER
IN CENTRAL AREA

By United Press

U. 8. weather bureau forcast-
ers warned ‘he' northicéntral
states Tuesday that “extreme
intensification” of the current
cold wave can be expected: to-
night and tomorrow us the air
mass traveled southeasterly to
include the upper easiern sea
board.

Low temperatures were re
corded over r wide area, rang-
Ing from the Dakotas, Iowa and
Nebraska to the eastern ses
board.

The lowest temperature In'the
country was recorded at Ros-
seau, Minn,, 21 degrees beow
zero. Duluth had® 21 'below:
Bemidji, 18 below, and Min-
nespolis a minus 10.

The Wisconsin low was report-
ed at Madison where thermom-
eters fell to 3 below.

The temperature in Chlcago
this morning stood at 4 above
'ulhﬂ predictions of & minus 3
to 10,

Mediord district Community
Chest subscriptions up to last
night were

$38,295.49

Quots 1s $43.718.40.

table of excess profit credits for | 88

Union Financial Statements

 Favored in Tax Bill Study

Washington, Dee. 14—UR—The senate finance committes to-
day voted 11 to 10 to retaln in the tax bill a house-approved re-
quirement that non-profit organizations, ineluding labor unions,
flle annual financial statements with the internal revenue

STIFF JOLT FOR
L1QUOR RUNNER
ON GUILTY PLEA.

Sydney Marvin Sill was sent-
enced to 120 days in the county
Jail and fined $500. and costs
for possession of alcoholie
liquor not procured by or
thyough the Oregon Stafe
Ligquor Control commission
when he plead gullty in justice
court yesterday nfterncon. Sill
was arrested here Saturday with
cases of whisky Ilabeled
“Cedarbrook,” which he shipped
here by truck freight and was
reparing to re-ship north.

During the court proceedings
it developed Sill is at liberty on
$2,500 bonds on a federal nar-
coties charge.

While the whisky was In a
local warehouse Sill, It was as-
serted, atlempled to aller the
labels. He was arrested by a
State Liguor commission In-
spector, Sill at first claimed
he was taking the contraband
to Seaitle as a Christmas gift
for his brother-in-law, The
distriet attorney's office re
ported Sill had paid an exces
sive price for his cargo, but
nevertheless would have netted
a handisome profit for it had he
been able to dispose of it,

SCHOOL HOLIDAY
DEC. 2370 JAN. 3

Medford clty schools will dis
miss students for the Christmas
holidays following classes held
Thursday, December 23, nllm
than on December 17 as

yesterday, sccording to an an
rmm! made today ‘- from
the office of E, H. Hedrick, city
school superintendent. Schonl
willscomem auain on Janu
ary

The Oregon Blue Book ls com-
piled snd published in scecord
ance with the provisions of Ses

tion §0-231, Oregon Compiled
Laws Annotated,

U.S. READY FOR
PAGIFIC FIGHT
KNOX DECLARES

Preliminaries Out of the
Way Says Navy Secretary
in Revealing Strength.

Washington, Dee, 14 —({UM—
Secretary of the Navy Frank
Knox said today that prelimin.
aries are out of the way In the
Pacitic and that the United
States s getting ready to deliver
vowerful offensive blows against
the Japanese.

“We are getting stronger and
stronger,” Knox told his news
conference, *“The preliminaries
are out of the way and wa are
getting ready to drive home some
hard blows.

“Operations of our combined
sea, alr and land foreces in all
areas of the Pacifle are going
forward In a very satisfactory
way.

Now Have Equipment

“We now hae the equipment
and trained men to do a com-
vleta job. Few people ipprecinte
the work that goes into the job—
months and months of prepara-
tion.

“Of eourse, the whole sirategy
is becoming apparent as these
things develop. It is perfectly
obvious now that what seemud
to be only nibbling was earried
on with the purpose of progres
sively decimating the ecnemy's
alr surface strength, The
enetly has contributed to that
by sending out small task forces
which are regula 'ly over
whelmed. This has enabled us
to nip off very important ele-
ments of the Japanese fleet
piecemeal.”

One of the siriking develop-
menis In recent months, Knox
said, is that "we very seldom en-
counter Japanese ts or
urrj‘z:“cmylns ships in outlylng

“Because of his losses, the
enemy has resurted to small,
self-propelled barges to carry
hnth supplies and men," he

dded.

“Fortunately we have the
weapons to meet them, They are
the partlcular prey of the P-T
boat, Hundreds of barges have
been sunk and thousands of
troops lost In attempls to rein-
force beleaguered garrizons.”

Enox sald American alr super
lority in the Pacific continued
unchallenged. Actual figures on
alr losses, he added, continue to
run between six and eight to one
in faver of our air forces. This,
he suggested, wans due to the
steady attrition of enemy pllots
over & period of months,
SPECIAL SESSION TO

EYE PRISON PROBLEMS

Sacramento, Dec, 14.—UR—
Gov., Earl Warren's commitiee
Investigating prison conditions
today reported administrative
and discipline problems existing
at Folsom prison demanding im-
mediate correction as the gov:
ernor announced he wou Id
shorily call a speclal session of
the legislature to consider an
overhauling of the state's prison
system.

WAR SHORTENING
DUE O CONFABS
15 SEEN BY EDEN

Foreign Seoretary Tells
Commons Plans Lald For
Progress With Peace,

London, Dee, 14—UR—For
elgn Secretary Anthony Eden
told Commons today that Brit-
ain, the United States and Rus-
sin at Tehran had ensured the
shortening of the war and laid
plans for “malntaining the
world's progress" In the peace
to follow.

In apologizing for Prime
Minister Churchill's absence at
the opening of the war debate
he hinled broadly that further
conferences In the Mediterran:
ean theater were contemplated
or under way.

Work Remains

*There still remains Important
work for him to do in the sphere
where he now is,” Eden told
the packed house and gallery
“and I am sure the house would
wish him to see that work
through to the end.”

Fresh from the momentous
round of conferences at Calro
and Tehran, Eden repurtpd that!

1—Britaln will throw her full
resources agninst Japan follow-
ing the defeat of Germany.

2—Plans for the prosecutlon
of war sgainst both Germany
and Japan have been “brought
ts completeness.”

3—The Roosevelt- Churchill
talks with President Ismet Inonu
of Turkey were “encouraging.”

Alding Jugoslavs
4—Britain has sent a milltary
mizsion to the Jugoslav partilsans
and Is “doing all we can" to sup
ply and support them.
" of

8—There Is "zome
uniting patriot forces In
and the Allies are doing their ut-| when
maost to unite the Jugoslav par-|o
tisans and Gen. Draja Mikhallo-
vitch's partisans,

8—The “big three' seek only
to llberate the occupled coun-
tries of Europe and have no In
tention of Imposing thelr will
upon them,

LT, JANES G REED
MISSINGINACTION

Second Licutenant James G.
Reed, pllot of a P-38, has been
reported “missing In action” ae
cording to a telegram recelved
by his mother, Mrs. Lilllan G.
Reed, 840 Palm street. A sistor
of Lt. Reed's, Mrs. R. D, Coffin
lives at the same address, and u
brother, Willlam, s a second
class radio techniclan in the
navy, now aboard ship In the
Pacitie,

Lt. James Reed left the United
States for overseas duty about
November 1, going to the South
Paclfie ares, The War Depart
ment telegram says he has been
missing in action since Decem
ber 7.

To Smg

Hero

Opening the ol
the Jackson County Clvh Music
association tomorrow evening
will be Sldor Belursky, famous
Russian bass-baritone, Belarsky
often compared favorable lo the
great HRumian singer, Feodor
Chaliapin, is making his first
western tour. The concert ls
open only to members of the as-
sociation mnd Is scheduled for
8:15 p. m. at the senlor high
echool auditorlum on Bouth Ok
dale Avs.

ASHLAND LOGGER
KILLED BY TREE
NEAR PROSPEC

Struck by the tip of a falling
free, Dick Adams, 40, Ashland
resident, was killed about noon
yesterdny while working as &
log scaler at a camp operated 10
miles northeast of Prospect by
Lawrence E, Edmonds, also d
Ashland. Adams, spparently in-
stantly killed, was not found un-
i tho men noticed his absence

ol work ceased at five| under

o'l

Carlos Morrls, deputy coroner,
Investigated the accident and
stated this morning Adams’ chest
was badly crushed. The body
lay In such a positlon aa to in
dicate the smag tip of the tree
struck his shoulder and chest In
falling, The tree, unusunlly tall,

Carl Hagler, Ashland, working
alone as & “rubber” faller. Hag-
ler was unaware of Adams' pres-
ence In the vicinity,
Body Found

Adams' body was found by
Jack Waybrant, Ashland, an.
other member of the crew.

The dead man Is survived by
his wife. Ethel, at the family
home, 287 Morton St., In Ash-
land; two sons In the navy, Rob-
ert LeRoy In Ireland and Dale
Alvin In Miami, Fla., and a
daughter, Betly Lee, and an
other son, Richard Arlen, st
Lome, Funeral arrangements
are awalting word from the son
in Florida. The body Is at Lit
willer's funeral home in Ash-
land,

Adams was born April 24
1804, in Mitchell, 8, D,, anJd had
lived In Ashland many years.

Blood donations to Red Crosa
centers avernge 80,000 a weck.,

Patton Survey In Middle East Spurs
Talk Of Action In Balkan Territory

By Edward W. Beattle
United Press Staff Correspondent

London, Dee, 14 —URA— Lt
Gen, George S, Patton has mode
a threeday tour of strategle
military zones In the middle
east, & Cairo announcement re-
vealed today, fanning specula-
twon on the likelihood of brew-
ing or imminent sction In the
{ittery Balkan theater.

Patton, who commanded the
United States Seventh army
eampaign through Sicily, was
revealed to have made a sweep
tnrough the middle east an the
ruest of Gen. Sir Henry Mait-
tarnd Wilson, Bricish comman-ler,

accompaneid by his staff, the
general, known ag “old blood and
guts” appeared unhern!ded in
Calro, and the demands for
military secrecy shrouded the
intents of his trip so far from
Sicily, where the most pecent

|

advices sald' his Seventh army
still was stationed.

Though the Cairo report mald
only that Patton and his staff
had visited "varlous areas" In
the middle east, with a specific
mention of Palestine, it was as
sumed that he examined the key
defenses and dispositions
throughout the wital section a
potential gpringboard for the
drive against Europe from the

south ms mgreed upon at the a

Tehran conference.

Authorities were silent regard-
Ing the tour by Patton, a general
valued =0 highly by Gen. Dwighi
D. Eisenhower that the clamor
over his slapping of a shell
shocked soldier in a Sicillan hos
pital was not permitied to affiect
his status as commander of the
Seventh army.

On Conferses’ Heols

turned up In the middle east
hard on the heels of the Inter.
national conferences at Calro
and Tehran, one major result of
which was to allgn Turkey be
side the Allles as a benevolent
non-belligerent,

Patton first was spotted by the
publie In Calro Monday, when
with members of his staft ne
drove uround the city In a ear
marked with the three stars of
lieutenant general,

Observers here thought it pos
sible that he would see the
Greek and Jugoslav govern
| ments while he was In Egypt
They tempered the speculation
on the military signifieance of
his visit with the assumptiun
that any real plans for an In
vasion of the Balkans would be
Iald by direct contact with the
patriot forces doing the actual

was felled just before noon by|$5

COUNTY GRANGES
EXGEED QUOTA IN
WAR FUND DRIVE

$1,703.50 Contributed Says
Mrs. 0. Floyd, Chairman
—~Central Point Tops List

Members of fifteen Jackson
county Granges and the county
Pomona Grange have cone
tributed $1,703.50 to the current
Natlonal War Fund drive, {t was
stated yesterday by Mrs. Olive
M. Floyd, Phoenix Grange meme
ber and Grange chalrman for the
rroject. Mrs, Floyd stated that
the assigned quota of $1,600 was
met more than a month ago and
since then the additional funds
had come In. None of the funds
collected from the Grangers
will be used for the Medford
Community Chest and the entire
surn 1s to go to the National War
Fucnd.
entral Point Grange topped
the list of contribu‘ions with
$311.95. Mre. A. T. Lathrop was
chairman In charge of the drive
for the groun. Eaale Poind
Grange, with Mrs, Millle Ting-
eaf as chairman, ralsed the secs
ond largest sum, $253.17, and
Bellvlew Granre members were
third with $228.11., Mrs, Elsie
Davis was chalrman for the Bells
view drive.
Lake Creek $58.50

Lake Creek Grange, under
the direction of Mra. Hnth
Charley. raised $88.50; ﬁ
Applegate, with Mrs Mand
an chalrman, raised 333, and
Talent Grange, with Mra
Florence Harilley as chalrmm
contribuled $40.50. Members
the Sams Valley Granee, under
the chairmanship

fund,
..ef:mmmm

chairmanship of BMm,
Beryl Ilnwzi. and the Jacksons
ville Granite, with Mrs. Nella
Dunford as chairman, raised
8100.50 for the fund. Griffin
Creek Grange, under the direc
tlon of Mrs, Jessle Miner, raised
810840 for the fund, and Roxy
Ann Grange, with Mrs. Ethel
Bish ns chairman, coniributed

Gold HIIl 937

Members of the Gold HiUl
Grange, under direction of Mrs.
W. G. Howes, ralsed $37, Live
Oak Grange at Rogue River,
with Mrs. Rolland Jones as
chairman, contributed
und Upner Rogue Grange, where
Mra. Tressle Vaughn directed
the campalgn, raised $08.10.
'f-‘ho«nla“1 Grange, under thy
chairmahship of Mrs, Madeline
Barrett, raised $77.65 for the
war fund,

Jacitson County Pomona
Grange contributed $10 to the
fund.

Mrs. Floyd stated that sha
was assisted In the county wide
campalgn by Mrs, A. E. Brock-
way, who mcted as driver of &
car furnished by Fluhrer's bal-
ery for the calls on the various
Granges,

DEANNA DIVORGES
CRITICAL HUSBAND

Hollywood, Dee. 14 —Uf—
Deanna Durbin, the singing child
star of the movies who grew u
into one of Hollywood's most
beautiful actresses, was awarded
a divorce today from Navy Lt
Vaughn Paul.

Her husband's continual erithk
clsm of her work caused her exs
treme mental anguish, she testh
fied before Judge Ingall W, Bull,

“1 worked very hard when [
made a piclure because only that
way can I make a good picture,”
she explained, “But no matler
how It turned out, Vaughn was
alwayn ready to criticize. It was
the same with my radlo pro-
grams, and It was very
couraging.”

“Did all this cause you mental
anguish?” Judge Bull ssked,

“Yes," Misa Durbin replied,
#ddin; that they had few mutual
Interests and that he wonid turn
off the radlo whenever she
tuned in on a symphony pro-

By accident or design, Patlon| {ighting.

arumn,

of Mrs., Doris
Nealon, ralsed ‘I.IB.'H. for tha

$15 28, .
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