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Kelly's
. Comment

‘From Washington. D. &

Northwest to Get
Alcohol Plants

Plan Recruiting
Of Truck Drivers

Subsidy Proposal
Discarded by OPA

By Jobs W. Kelly

Washington, D. C, Jan, 1—
There are some excellent sites
for a plant to distill alcohol
from wheat in the Washington-
Oregon area, explain high gov-
ernment officials, They admit
that the reglon has been looked
over carefuily and it is almost
a certainty that one, if not two,
of these plants will be author-
ized in the northwest. Beyond
this the officlals decline to com-
mit themselves, There are a few
definite requirements, however,
in respect to all of these alcohol
plants, and a principal one Is
that. the distillery shall be lo-
cated on water, where it is ac-
cessible by navigation. For this
reason Baker, Ore., despile its
plea, is not in the running.

The distillery, it is assumed,
will be located at a point where
the grain can be shipped—where
there is a surplus of grain. It
could be at The Dalles, Pendle-
ton, Longview, Astoria or three
or four likely spots in the Puget
Sound eountry. The alcohol from
farm products Is to be used in
the production of eynthetic
rubber, -

(A government scientist in the
department of agriculture says
that the best prospect for syn-
thetic rubber Is from the golden-
rod plant, which Is the siate

flower of Oregon.)
- -

MOST knowledge available of
the Indians of the northwes
coast, from Va ver Island

T

AMERIGAN PLANES
DUMP HUGE LOAD
RETURN N SAFE

75,000 Pounds of Bombs
Delivered — Anti-Aireraft
s Fire is Light, Ineffective.

Honolulu, Jan. 1—UR—The
navy announced today that &
force of army bombers raided
| Wake Island early on Christmas
| eve, dropping more than 75,000
pounds of bombs and returning
to its base without loss,

The atlack spparentily caught
the Japanese completely by sur-
prise.

The army planes swept In at
low altitude and sent their bombs
crashing down on the island the
enemy had wrested from a gal-
lant band of American Marines
in the early stages of the war,

The returning pllots reported
that fires were started that were
visible for more than 75 miles.

Peale Also Bombed

The army planes, delivering
their attack in the dark in the
early hours of Dec. 24, also
dropped bombs on Peale island,

south through Washington and
Oregon, was gathered in the ear-
1y 18805 and published by the
Smithsonian Institution. The man
who collected much of the ma-
terial and edited the reporta of
other scientists was Dr. Franz
Boss, who passed away last
week, Practically all that Is
known of the myriad Indian
tongues of the northwest was
preserved by this famous an-
thropologlst, Dr. Boss was Ger-
man born and educated In the
Universities of Kiel, Bonn and
Heidelberg. In 1033 his books
were burned by the Nazis, as
they were regarded as “Marx-
fstic works.” The scientist made

{Continued on Page 8ix)

SEARH FOR RN
0F FLYING BT
ONOREGONCOAST

Seattle, Jan, 1—UR—The 13th
naval district today announced
coast guard crews were search-
ing for seven crew members of
a PBY flying boat forced down
off the Oregon coast near Coos
Bay last night,

The crew of elght men aban-
doned the flying boat and it sunk

about ma mile off the Oregon
cosat, the 13th naval district re-
ported

One officer, identified only as
Ensign Brush, the first pilot,
was found unconscious in a small
Iferaft on the shore, He was
taken to an army camp at
Yachats, Ore., for treatment.

Identity of the other crew
members was not disclosed.

A large liferaft, fully inflat
ed, and a life jacket were found
on the beach in the same vicin-
#ty, but the seven other crew
members were missing.

Navy officials said searchers

did nol know whether the men|

succeeded in making shore or
were lost al sea.

Price Cut Ordered

On Vacuum Cleaners

Washington, Jan. 1 — P —
The Office of Price Administra
tlon today ordered substantial
reduction in wholesale and re
fail prices for used household
vactuum cleaners, saving house

wives an estimated $£800,000 to|

£100,000,000,

As a result of the order, OPA
said, consumers will pay an
average of $4 to $3 less for mont
models of vacuum cleaners, It

F sald there are about 200,000 re-

built machines available to meet
the bLrisk consumer demand re
sulting from wartime curtail
ment of new models,

the a ent said.

The Japanese, taken by sur-
prise, offered only ineffectual
antiaireraft fire and the Amer-
ican plarfes returned without loss
of personnel or equipment.

“Just after midnight of Dec.
23-24 (east longitude time),” the
navy announcement ssld, “a
force of United States army alr-
craft conducted & bombing at-
tack on enemy installations at
Wake island,

“All our participating alrcraft
| returned undamaged to their
bases. There were no Injuries to
our personnel.

Enemy Surprised

“The enemy apparently was
completely surprised by the at-
tack, in which more than 75.000
pounds of bombs were dropped
from Jow altitudes on designated
target areas. Ineffectual anti-alr-
craft fire was observed after
the first bombs had been dropped
on Wake and Peale islands.

“Two enemy aircraft ap-
proached our planes but retired
when they were fired upon with
no damage sustained by our
planes,

“Crews of our planes repori-
ed fires started by the attack
| were visible from a distance of
| 78 miles."

EASTERN GASOLI
PROBLEN CRTEAL

Washington, Jan. 1 —UR—
| Petroleum and rationing author
| ities were In continuous confer-
| ence today on action to meet a8
renewed critical gasoline and
fuel shortage in the 17-state east-
ern emergency area.
| Officinls admitted the situa-
| tion mgain is “serious.” In some
| places, they said, it probably is

as critical as during the pre

Christmas petroleum famine
| when a two-day “freeze" was
clamped on all except “T" gaso-
line coupons,

no new “freeze” or cut in gaso-
| line and fuel oil rations is con-
‘ {emplated at the moment.

'LABOR LEADERS URGE
PRODUCTION INCREASE

Washington, Jan. 1 — UP —
Presidents Willlam Green and
Philip Murray of the American
Féderation of Labor and Con
gress of Industrial organizations,
today called upon workers to
incresse production by allout
efforts in 1943 as their contribu-
tion in achieviug a speedy vis
tory.

In New Year's Day messages,
the two labor chieftains pledged
the complete support of their
organizations to the war effort,

and declared that nothing must | Cal, famed University of South-|
interfere with the one U. 8. alm | ern California miler, tried to| Transcript, as
j hit it with & hundred pound sumer goods

{ —winning the war.

Officlals sald, however, that|

Wake Island Raid on Christmas Eve

Complete Surprise for Japanese is
Revelation in Navy’s Announcement

By Olen W. Clements
Distributed by the United Press

Aboard a Bomber over Wake
Island, Dec. 24 — (Delayed) —
Huge American bombers
plunged today on unsuspecting
Wake Island and plastered the
Japs with 76,000 pounds of
bombs in the biggest mass raid
of the Pacific war.

Possibly more than half the
Jap defenders were killed.
There were no Americans lost.

« Intense fires were started both
on Wake and Peale islands. The
Japs were caught in bed one
minute after midnight. Their
anti-aireraft fire, which didn’t
start until long after the first
bombs exploded, was wild and
the frightened Taps could be
seen in the brilliant moonlight
running madly for their dug-
outs.

Firea Exsrywhare

In & split second the bombs
crashed all over both islands.
irlru crackled everywhere.

Precisely st midnight the
| flight feader, Col. Willlam A.
i Matheny, of Carrington, N. D,
| flipped on his radio and called
to the long line of planes be-
hind him:

“This s it, boys. I'm going to
get those yellow . . . "

The nose of his plane lhnu
down, The engines g
There beyond the nose
bomber iny Wake I[sland where
for 16 days, one Yyear ago,
United States marines made one
of the most gallant last stands
in the world's history.

Planea Plunge In

Faster and faster the bomber
plunged in, its nose pointing at
a long row of Suildings on Pea-
cock Point. The island was
blacked out. Co-pllot Lt. E. H.
Carey of Gridley, Calif., '\lm!
pouring coal to four engines’
and droning out the increased
speed und the decreasing sitl-
tude to Col. Matheny.

Down and down the plane
sped, ils occupants watching on
all sides for signs of anti-aircraf
fire. None came. .

Col. Matheny pulied her nose
up. Suddenly brilliant red
flashes were seen below. Then
more and more. The bomber
was stresking through the alr
at terrific speed.

“When are you going to turn
loose those incendiaries?” Col.
Matheny asked the bombardier.
Lt. D. D, Manchester, of Spo
kane, Wash,

“Gone sir," replied the lieu-
tenant, and at that moment a
huge flash was seen.

Planes on each wing let theirs
go at the same time. When the
colonel turned his ship, every
one of the buildings in that long
row were afire. No Japanese
were seen to run from them.

Ack-Ack Starts

Still there was no anti-alreraft
fire.

Dozens of more bombers be-
gan to hit all sections of both
islands.

Finally, after what seemed an
eternity, a few Japs managed
io reach two ackack guns and
et go wildly. Shells burst fully
six thousand feet above and two
miles away from the nearest
American plane. Then machine
guns unlimbered and tracers be-
gan to hunt the planes above.

Two searchlights popped on
below., Thelr beams caught the
leading plane, but almost In-
stanily they went out.

Tailgunner Sgt. W. C. Will of
Lehightion, Pz, who was in-
structed to shoot cut any light
that caught the plane in its béeam,
didn't even deign to fire a shot
at them. Nor did he return the
fire of machine guns, Instead he
just sat and watched the tracers
| fall far short of their target.

More searchlight beams began
[to sweep the sky. Gunners In
| other bombers let go &t them and
'lmried putting them out.

Jap Plane Rises

One Jap plane started rolling
{down the nirfield, which bor
| dered the flaming amircraft. As

Thrilling Moments of Attack
Told by War Correspondent

{Correspondent Olen W. Clements of the Associated Press was
chosen by lot to represent zll presa assoclations in the greatest
mass raid of the Pacific war on Christmas Eve. Clements rode
in the lead bomber, His eyewitness dispatch follows:)

bomb. It fell just behind the
Zero and the fighter got into
the alr,

That wes the only Jsp plane
seen to take the air, but bomber
crews saw three others flying
around. One bomber and a Jap
plane exchanged shots st & dis-
tance, but the Japs didn't want
to mix it at all and that was the
nearest to an alr fight in the
raid.

One squadron leader, Maj.
Glen R. Birchard of Bay City,
Mich., dropped bombs near oll
tanks, starting huge fires. Peer-
ing out the window, he saw Japs
running for cover in their under-
wear. No fight was left in them.

A quick Jook at Wake and
Peale Islands showed that by
this time fire were burning be-
tween Peacock Point and the
east-west runway in the vicinity
of the underground hangar;

| dium bombers of the silied air

large fires were observed in the!
area of the bacheldr officers’|

quarlers on the heel of the,

point; in the building area mthA;

east of the bridge between Peale |
and Wake; in & large building
d

a direct hit.
Oil tanks were afire in the;
middle of Peale island. More;

iy g o v

channel - to 4
harbot” Und edlumnd” of bldck
smoke were rising from Kuku
Point.

Their bombs gone, the bomb-
ers siarted for thelr “Shangri-la”
base. Forty miles from Wake,
m‘ Zero that had got off the

timidly fired a burst at|
one bomber, which promptly re
plled. Apparently neither was|
hit.

Fires on Wake island were vis-
Ible for 76 miles.

RAINFALL IN 1942 |
WITHIN FRAGTION
OF ALL-TIE HIGH

Rainfall for 1842 in the Med-|
ford area failed by .84 of &n inch |
equalling the all-lime record in|
1837, Precipilation for 1942 was
25.80 inches, according fo the
U. S. weather bureau al the air- |
port, and in 1837 26.64 inches of |
rain fell. Local records date back |
to 1811,

Total for the year was boosted
considerably by record-breaking
rainfall in November of B.62,
more than for any other single
month since the records were
kept.

Precipitation for last month,
however, did not quite equal
December of 1941, although the
steady nature of the rain has|
given the impression of a very
wet month, it was pointed out
by weather bureau officials.
Only 5.87 inches of rain fell last
month, while 7.97 Inches was
recorded in December of 1841, |

The month was unusually
warm, however, temperatures
never falling below 27 degrees
and averaging well alove 30,
Average low temperatures for
December over a period of years
is about 20 degrees, the bureau
recards show. Last year on De
cember 31 the thermometer fell
to 21 and the high for the day
was 36 degrees. é

Rainfall figures by the month |
{or the past year are as follows: |
January, 2.19; Februsr:, 2.33;
March, .53; April, .86; May,
3.89; June, .64; July, trace;
August, .09; September, .18; Oc
tober, .82; November, 8.62; De|
cember, 587,

Washington, Jan, 1—UP—Di [
rector Joseph Weiner of the of
tice of cvilian supply today 1n-|

ithe enemy plane gained
Lt. Lou Zamperini of Torrance,

d the appeoiniment

fisher of the Boston Evening
head of the con |
division. !

| New Guines sres, shol down

|
| situation around B

IPANESE BASE
AT LE SUFFERS
WAD BY P38

20 Enemy Planes Desiroyed
—Dog-Fights Staged
With Zero Machines.

Gen. MacArthur's Headquar-
ters, Austraila, Jan, I~~iPj—
American P-38 lightnings, sup-
ported by attack planes and me-

forces, battered the Japanese
base al Lae yesterday, destroy-
ing at least 20 enemy planes,
Gen. Douglas MacArthur an-

nounced today, |

The combined sitack by the
Americans and Austrsiisns was
one of the hesviest and most
crushing blows of the New
Guinea campaign.

The fast allied alrcraft storm-
od Into the Lae area, more than
100 miles northwest of Buna,
where allied ground troops are
sleadily pushing the Japanese
garrison into the sea.

Mine Zeros Downed

second time in the

nine Zero fighters and damaged
two mare of a formation of 12
in a fierce, 25-minute dogfight. !

Only two of the Lightnings l
in actiop wers & head. |
Quarters spokesmurr disclosed,

Eleven other Japenese planes
were destroyed aground, the
communique reported,

Douglas Boston A-20 bombers |
sirafed and bambed the Lae alr-
tield after the twin-tailed light
nings had spread their destruc-
tion. They destroved four Mitsu- |

|bishi bombers and one Zero WiSt of Moscow.

fighter on the ground.

In the ground fighting, the|
una Mission
was little changed,

ALLIES STRIKE AT
AXIS SUPPLY LINES

- {I:d Bnlit.d Prem}

e la situation a red
stagnant In North Amgfabut
Allied planes and naval units
siruck heavy blows at the Axis
supply lines. A Caira com-
munique announced that Allled
planes raided Sfax, on the Tun-
istan cast const, Wednesday
night and yesterday, csuﬂng|
heavy damage. The sdmirsity!
reported in London that British |
submarines sank two large Axis|
supply ships off Tunls and prob- |
ably sank an enemy destrover |

The Allies were rrpomd!
thrusting toward the Tunlsia-|
Tripolitania coastal corridor in |
the land fighting whils the “lost |
force” of French from the Lake |
Chad area are now within 500
miles of Tripoll. A stntegic[
position was recaptured by the |
Allies southwest of Tunis. |

The British Eighth army still
was stymied at Wadi Bel Elt
C}?ebir. 185 miles east of Tripoli, |
the
cated,

| BULLETIN

Calro communique Indi- {

tarcepted In an sttack on two
enemy carge ships or trans-
ports in Kisks harbor.

chant vesseis totaling 9,000,
000 tons during 19432,

It cieimed slso the British
alreraft carrier Esgle. which
the Admiralty sdmitted was
sunk, 18 destroyers and six
sebmarines.

London, Jan. I—{l.P—Royal
alr force planes bombed ob-
jectiven in waertern Germany
isst night, the zir ministry an-
nounced today. The sir minis-
try's communique did not dis-
close the exact objectives of |
the RATF night raiders. |

1900 A0DED T
NAZ MASSACRE
ON THREE LS

Moscow, Jan. 1 —UP— The
Red army, surging forward on

WLLANETTE RSE
FORESMORE 0
QUIT RESDENCES

offersives, kified 1,800 more|  Tukene, Ore, Jan. 1 —UIR—
axis troops yesterday, rafsing to Fiood waters cascading over the
315,065 the number of enemy | lowlands of western Oregon con-
effectives killed or captured in|tinued thelr stesdy sise todmy
mbtnuwechs,hwm.!mmm; bod Javidi dn
nounced today. |

New gaine were reported h,i:dam sogred into the millions.
the Soviet mid-day communigus | It sppeared likely that more
at Slalingrad, northwest snd persons would have to be
southwest of the city, on the|®vacuated from thelr threatened
middle reaches of the Don river,| homes in addition to the hun-
and on the central front north. dreds hurrledly removed yester-
| dgy and last night.

The communique was not m! Points along the surging Wil-
spectacular as that issued just| lametie river, unruliest of the
after midnight which reported|sireams, were warned by weath-
that 1,582 towne and villages| or bureau observers iz prepure
had been liberated, 22 divisions| for waters averaging more then
encircled and 36 more routed! five feet above flood stages be-
and 312,650 axis troops killed fore Saturday night.
or captured in six weeks, It At Portland, the weather bur-
sdded 1,800 more soldiers killed  vau  predicted the {following
to the axis casualties, however, | Peaks would be reached along
and reported 515 additionsl the Willamette:
priswiers. Eugene—183 feet by early
| Friday, 83 feet above flood
| stage.

CONVENTIONAL FUN s s ooy s
ONNEW YEAR EVE

Albany—29.5 [eet by Saturday
night, 2.5 feet above flood stage.
Balem—27 feet by Saturday
night, 7 feet above flood stags,
Portland—1B5 feet by Satur.
By United Press day, one-hall foot above flood
America greeted the New stage,
Year today, expressing hope for|  More “serious floods sre in-
victory in 1843 and confidence! dicsted in ihe lowlands in the
that Axis military might would
al least crippled before an.
other year ends.
The conventiona! note of hi-
Isrity prevailed in New Year's

upper and middls Willamelte
river and iis tributaries,” the
weather bureau sald at Portland.
The crest of the flood already
celebrations from coast to coast.| oy, hich norihward
sithough it was tempered by war- | w::: .Mw*h: Cfme mountaing
time restrictions and the knowl-| to its junction with the Colum-
!edm; !l:at many ?hﬂ !;tfe’ foined | 4ia near Portiand
n last yesr's festivitles now/ x
were stationed on foreign battle? b!;ﬁ:ﬂ ms:ifnd:‘gh 'zo:,d’: :““:
:":‘" or working In war 8¢ | pynd0ted and bus traffic south
aries, i
, But the milljons free to ple{f O WA DRy T
rate had more spending money| © 5 ...
than they've had in recent years tr:i‘::t w‘;ﬁmb;,:::g%eg l:a:‘i:i:
nd “;E}ﬁg;m}mi:e:: e:&ihrzm;:u slide some 80 or 100 milea south
erows ' UBS| of here. Officlals declined 1o ven-

p Y |
nd theaters |ture & guess on when traffic

Hard Struggle Predicted in
Coming Year_;_Ectory

Washington, Jan. 1. —QUP —
Cabinet members and other gov-!
ernmnent officiais today pttdl:t-]
ed a year of hard struggle in
1843, but confidently l'ormlrt|

that it will bring a total United |and lend-lease needs will take|todsy as the first republican!
iat leasl & guarter of our total| Rovernor of New York in 20

Nations victory nearer, i
Following are excerpls from |
their statements, {
tary of War Henry L.|
Stimson: “1943 will be & hard !
year, but one which, God will |
ing, will bring us nearer to vie-|
tory.” |
Secretary of Navy Frank|
Knox: "Our prospectis are|

chine of the United Natlons is!
gathering strength and momen-
tum ™

might be resumed.

4 DEYE DEDEATES
ey o e, NENYORKTONAR

Claude R. Wickard: “In 1043 the |
demands upon our food supply |

Albany, N, Y., . =i
will be even greater, e L

Military | Thomas E. Dewey, inaugurated

outputl.” | ¥ears, dedicsted the state 1o an
Secretary of Inlerlor Harold allout war program snd io the
L. Iek~s: "Remember above all| “cardinal objective” of provid.
cise that this is an oil war—that | Ing peacetime employment to
ofl i= amymunition; and that you  the returning armed forces,
should snd must use it both) Deweyr, st 40 one of the
wisely and frugsily!™ | youngest governors in the na
War Production Board Chair. | tion, declsred in his inaugural
man Donald M. Nelson: “Tt will | address that the post-war period

0 i | brighter; 1843 wili be befter be a hard year, but it will be will find the federal ern- |
Richard Johnson, former pub  than 1842, The great war ma- fridtful, Lot

We are being texted ss ment  being

tindividual,”

| was in the upper reaches of the of

“called wpon 1o
never hefore—bul because we abandon its sweeping wardime !
| know what is ot stake 1 am sure | cantrols over the freedom of the |
iwe shail meet the test.”

OHIO FLOOD GREST
CARRIES DAMAGE
10 NEW SECTION

By Usited Press
Ohie, Kentucky snd Indlans
j citles met flood emergencles to-
16»- as the crest of the swollen
Ohio river rolied southward
toward its junclion with the
riging Mississippl

Behind, in the upper reaches
of the river and it tributaries
{in Weslern Pennsylvania and
| Weet Virginia, thousands were
{1eft homeless and millions af
ldollm in damage was caused
by the receding flood waters.
| Some war production plents re.
sumed work todey while others
prepared to resume as soon as
pussible.

In Eastern
swollen Smumm‘mm
rivers under control,
ports from Central New York
siate indicsted thet waiers were
receding in the Mohawik, Chen
ango snd larger Susguehanne
rivers. The Willamette river in
Western Oregon left its banks
and drove hundreds from their
homes in the fertile lowlsnds
and at Eugene.

At Pitlsburgh, where the Alls
gheny snd Moncngahela join
and flow inte the Ohio river,
the water was receding repidly,
while at Wheeling, W. Va, the
crest of the Ohio was reached
laxt night et 7 p. m. Across {te
river at Blalr, O, ths flood had
cut the town's water supply sod
residents were depending on

when the river reached the 48
foot level. A crest of 50 feet was
expected by noon today which
will inundate the whole business
district and half the town.

KLAMIATH LINE 1§
BLOCKED BY SLIDE

Local Southern Pacifie offices
sald today that all trzina were
| being rouded through Mediord
today dus 1o slides on the Kiam-
sth Falls line agein in the seme
locality 2s those the {irst of the
week when an avalanche derail-
jed elght cars of the northbound
Kilamath irain aboul 20 miles
sbove Oskridge in the Caezades,
Local Scuthern Pacific officials
| stated today that they did not
know when rouling would fol-
| low Tegular scheduies,

Rio De Janvsiro, Jan. 1—UP
| —Afranio De Mello Franco, for-
i mer foreign minister and cele-
! brated intermstionsl jurist died
| tedny. He was 72.

By

TRIBUNE REPORTER

i Happy New Year.




