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Chapter 40
All Together

ESTOR turned and started for
the hall, “T'l] get my thinga®
Murdock went over to Nason
*Coming?"
*Ceriainly not”
Fenner ediad up beside Mur-
dock. “Should he?
*1 think so.”
*85 do 1" Fenner moved a -
Ne closer to Nason, who backed
o a half step, “We've decided
su'd better come, too” Fenner

He hesitated, smiling a_little,
his volce neither aggressive or
blluurinﬁ but quiet cnd slow

en. The threat was all in his
eyes and his smile meant nothing.

*] have an appointment”™ Na-
#on said,

Fenper neither moeved nor
spoke. Nason met that flinty gaze
{or some seconds and 4 flush cr:hpt
upward from his throat, in the
end he looked away and spread
his hands, palms up,

“That's fine,” sald Fenner, “We
appreciate "

“Very well It's quile prepos-
terous, you know, but—"

“Sure,® Fenner sld “We
know."

Murdock and Hestor rode with
Nason, and Fenner drove his own
car. followin, :‘lmlr until they
came to the traffie light at Ken-
more Square, -Tere he pulled up
alongside and stuck his head out
of the window,

*Look,” he sald. “Maybe a drink
would lr. huh? ere're A
eouple of piaces down the avenue
a wayt. Any of 'em are okay.”

Murdock e;+d him disgustedly
and nudged Nason. “Go ahead,”

he said. . . .

When they got out at Ward
Allen's ghu they waited for
fe shook his head at

them,
They went up the stalrs. It was
an old hrownstone front which

Fenner.

had been remodeled into amall.
modern apartments, and Wa
Allen's quarters were on the sec-
ond floor. Murdock knocked.

When there was no answer he

knocked agaln,

*“I hate you for this!"
Murdock turned. Hestor was
t sside  him, her mou

eurved bitterly,
My, nz;r sald Fenner, and
then the swung open.
Hestor moved her shoulders,
Eﬂ. her chin and stepped ahead,
ason following and Murdock
and Fenner going in almost to-

grther,
Surprise

room they entered was

large and high-cellinged and
the door opened directly into it
The furniture was comfortable-
Isoking but well worn, masculine
in character except for the small
eotich along one wall. 'This, while
upholate in some rough fabrie,
win modeled on the lines of a
love sont, and it was here that
Delia Stewart and Dean Thorn-
dike were sitting. Joyee had a
corner chair and Ward Allen was
standing in the center of the

room.

Hestor stopped In front of him,
taking in the others with a quick,
moving glance, Nason stayed with
ber. Murdock and Fenner took
two or three steps; then, as
lhmlﬁh by some pre-arranged
pignal they both stopped and
wheeled about,

Even then it seemed to Mur-
dock that Fenner had acled a
fraction of a second before he
did, and he wondered if the de-
tertive's reaction was swifter than
his own or whether he himaelf
had been so tardy in zrasping the
significance of finding those four
people waiting for them. What-

MRS. MURDOCK
TAKES A CASE

by George
Harmon

from the others was explained by
the compact little Mauser he held
in his right hand.

The tenslon hit Murdock all of
a sudden and he was aware only
of Rasburn ang that sutomatie
until the door had closed; then he
realized that something had hap-
pened to Jack Fenner, and looked
at him.

The deteclive was standing be-
side him. poised and alert His
thin mouth was disdainful and
his eyes were cold and sleepy-
looking.

“Well® he sald. “Surprise,
huh?" He spoke to Murdock with.
out looking at him, "This Rae-
burn?

“Don!"* Hestor sald,

Her cry made Fenner turn,
*You'd better sit down,” he said
“You, too, Nason.”

Racburn had leaned back
agalinst the door, the gun steady
in his hand

“That 15 good adviee, May ]
sun,‘cn that you two genilemen
follow it as well?”

Fenner's topcoat was open. He
had his hat in one hand and with
the ather casually fanned out one
gide of the coat by putting one
fist on his hip.

“Put it down, fellal® he sald

*Stay where you are!” Racburn
said. “I should mot like to shoot
with all these people here.™

Fenner took a alow, forward
llt’%;'\’ou're not going to shoot.”

5, Jacll.:i“ urdock said.

Joyce Murdock eame forward
in her chalr. She remembered all
those things Kent had told her
about Jack Yenner and knew that
they were so. His jaw was like »
rock and his upward-slanting
eyes were thin and mean.

*No, Jack!” she sald. “Please”

Fenner moved again. Raeburn
called to him, but the detective
kept coming, slowly, with short,
shufMing steps. He was scarcely
six feet away now and Raeburn
set his lips, His Angers tightened
Then the gun roared and jumped
upward in his hand.

Fenner stopped. For another
gecond his eyes remained fixed

rd {and he made no visible reaction;

then ha took his flst from his
hip and held up the tail of his
coat, inspecting it carefully until
he found a hole in i1, He put hix
finger through it and looked back
at Racburn,

“Called me, huh?® he said
“And this cont set me back sev.
enty-five bucks.™

The next hole,” sald Racbum,
“will be in you"

The Party

\_lU'RDOCK broke the spell that
i gripped him and took Fen-
ner's arm. “Sit down, will you? ]
want to hear what he's got to
say.""He turned and went over to
Jayce,

She looked up, seeing the
graveness and censure in his eyes
“I eouldn't help it,” she said,

“l nsked you to keep out of
this"

“I know, KenL Bul 1 really was
coming here to see Ward and
Delia, just as 1 told you on the
telephone, But he"-—she glunced
at Raeburn—"was waiting for me,

I got in the car—"

“There was nothing else she
could do,” Raeburn sald.

Murdock looked at him and
then let Bis eyes touc’, the others
in the room. They all watched
Raeburn with varyine degrees of
uncertainty and alarm; all except
Fenner, Murdock sat on the arm
of Joyee's chalr and walted

“I'va gone through a lot of
trouble,” Raeburn sald, "and
much unpleasantnesa since 1 left
San Baris. I was desperate this
morning. 1 got the idea that 1
must get Mrs. Murdock out of the
way—a stupld dea, I must admit
She convineed me of it although

(ot the time 1 thought that if 1

could hide her some place o that

ever the reason it was not until | the eould not identify me I might

the moment that he nsked himsell
who had opened the door and
knew that someone else was here,

Don Raeburn was cloning the

be able to finiah my job™
*What job?" Murdock asked.
“Perry Clarke had some papers
I wanted them.*
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Washington, D, C., August 5,—~While maintaining
a tentative annoal level of twelve billion dollars as
Its goal, the Treasury Depariment today fixed the
August guota for the sale of War Bonds at $815,000,-
800 as shown by the accompanying map by states,

In lowering the guota from = billion dollars in
July to 8515,000,000 in August, the Treasury has given
recognition to certaln factors which may he expecled
to resull in variations in sales over the 12-month pe-
1 riod, such as the seasonal character of farm income. | $17,000.

Theso factors have been taken Into account in
determining each state's share for the national quota
for August and will be given consideration in fixing
quotas for subsequent months.

1o addition to the state quotas as set out in the
map (here is a federal payroll allotment quota of
£9,750,000 and territorial quotas as follows: Alaska,
$760,000; Canal Zone, $213,000; Hawail, $4,800,000;
Puerlo Rico, $440,000, and the Virgin Islands,
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I{h\ Our Baudstand, KPO
| B30 --Bongs My HBrother Taught|
Me, RPD, RGW, KOMO: Gang Bust-
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| KOIN, KS1: Remir Mally, KOMO.

P 0—Churk Wagun  Daye, EPO,

KOW. KOMO, News, KNX: Neww Here |
Coneart, | and Abrosd, KGO: Down  Memory
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| RPO
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of the Scio State Bank to Trans

America  corporation wWas an-

nounced today by E. D Myers
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GETTING 'GAS" THE

motorist, determined to drive
his car despite the gasoline shortage. trails a charcoal fuel plant almost as bir as his car.

STRANGE AS IT SEEMS -
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COLONIAL DENTISTRY

Prior to the Revoluticnary War, Paul Revere, Boston silversmith, took up “mechanical den.
tistry,” This crude wiring in of artificial teeth would not make it possible for the patient to
eat any more ensily, but it tended to Improve the appearance and eliminate sibilant whistlings
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