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MRS. MURDOCK

by George
Harmon

Coxe

TAKES A CASE

was afrald you might have been
in one ol those cars along the

Chapter 39

Trapped
JOYC! MURDOCK put down
the telephone and went to the
hall closet She pulled out her
tweed coat and s dark green felt
hat that tipped up In the back
and down in front At the mirror
she adjusted it, aware now of a

feeling of excitement,

She slipped on her coal, went
hack &? desk. and plcked .uE
the rolled photographs, Mannis
fn cut. the coat had a deep inner
pocket and she out the pictures
there, buttoning only the lower
button so as not to crush them.
She inspected her handbag,
stopped with her hand on the
doorknob o see if she had for-
gotten anything, and went out

Kent had said he would bring
the ¢ar around for her. and she
found it parked between two
others. She started for it opening
her handbag and taking out her
keys. The doors were locked and
she opened the right-hand one
and pushed over behind
wheel, rolling down the window
35 she inserted the Ignition key.
When she reached over to close
the dopr a man was standing
there watching her.

“Oht*
Her voice cought on that
startled ory and for an instant

her heart stopped. Fear streaked
through her and her body froze,
She tried to find her volce again
and it failed her and there was
nothing she could do excopt stare.

Don Raeburn was standing
with one hand on the ear door
and the other deep in hix pocket
His topcoat was buttoned, the col.
lar upturned. His hatbrim was
low, and beneath it the swart,
sharp-featured face was a_ para-
dox with its smiling lips and grim,
metallic eyes,

*T have a gun here.” He was
very polite about it and his voice
was ps she remembered it his

ronunciation studied and precise.

e maved the pocket of his coat
g0 she could see the outline of the
:11‘::!5. “Please do not make any

olse,

Unfinished Work

TOUSLY, his voles brought
rellef to her. She began to
breathe again and her heart took
up its beating. Warmth returned
1o her cheeks and only the thin
e of her spine remained eold.
He was wailing for me, she
thought. Down the street or be-
hind one of these cars. And now
he's going to get in.

He sat down beside her, one
hand on the gun, He closed the
door and sat back.

hat do you want?* she asked.
ashamed that her volce should
sound so weak and inane.

“First," he said, “we will drive
away from here, I think, 1 know
you'll be .careful”

She started the englne, worked
her way out of the parking space,
and with the job of &Irivinr ocel-
?yumﬂ some of her altentlon she
oun

‘Not long. T was trying to de-
cide what fr.- do.” s
“You're taking rather a long
chance, aren't you? With the po-
lce looking for you?™
“On_-_y has to take chances some.

the |

it possible to think again. |
“ﬂ.“"’ long had you been wait-|

street. but I eould not wait to
find out”™ He hesitated. continued
slowly. *That is unfortunate, But
for vou there wo!d be no evi-
dence against me

Joyce swillowed and tried to
keep her voice steady. “Wouldn't
it be better for you to try and get
nm;:y alone ™

“Please!" They were st an in-
tersection and he. reached over
and turned the wheel “We have
gone far enough in this direction.
. «» « That is better. . . : It would
be easier. perhaps, but my work
Iz not Anished™

“Oh" Joyce sald, her heart
slnking,

“And until it Is T must make
sure that you do not make it
more diffieult for me®

Nazi Business

“,'HKN Kent Murdock realized
that Joyce had hung up on
him a growing uneasiness belﬁn
to eat away at his thoughts. He
put down the telephone and
reachied for a cigareite, but even
| after he had lit it, he stood there,
his face somber and his eyes dark
with doubt.

Ward Allen was running away
and Joyce was going over to talk
him out of it. What else had she
sald And why did she want him
thire—and Fenner and Hestor?
Although ne eould find np answer
for this lnst. the impression per=
slsted that there was more to this
request of hers than she had ine-
dicated.

He started along the hall, his
frritation mounting.

That there was some connection
between her requent and the mur-
der of Clarke and Hardocker, he
had no doubt; what bothered him
was that she persisted in partiei-
pating in the investigation. Grunt.
ing aloud, he wheeled and went
hack to the telephone. He gave
his number and lisiened to the
distant ringing. After five such
rings he hung up.

John Nason was pacing the
floor and Hestor had seated her-
self again,

“It was Joyee,” Murdock sald,
and went on to tell what she had

to Ward Allen's apart-
ment?”  Hestor was  indignank
"Why should 17"

Her look and eaustie resctlon
fanned Murdock's already smold-
ering irritation.

“Hecauise maybe she thinks
she's got the answer (o those kill
ings."

“Supposge the has? How does it
eoncern me?"

“You'd like to know about It
wouldn't you?" Fenper asked.

“Not particularly.”

“T think you would” Murdock
!said. "And 1 think you ought to

come along too, Nason"
oy

ansense™

o Nason looked at him
sourly snd Murdock wadled, re-
{ealling the things he knew about
the lanwyer, “You've done a lot
of business for the German gov-
jernment in  the past, Nason,
| haven't you? 1 remember before
war started you straightened out
some (rouble for the captain of a
German frelghter, And  later,
there was some tanker that put
in the harbor. Something about in-
fernment, wasn't it? And you de-
fended the shipping company—
{u.\l like you defended that Bund
eader, Dorstmann, . , . Until re-
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Ghostly golngs-on in & North Denver home, after Philip Peters, the owner was killed thelr
last fall, caused neighbors on several occasions to call police who made wvain searches until
they captured Mathew Cornish (above) in a secret attic compart-ment. Police said he admitted
killing Peters. Between i of questioning in the city jall he rested in this chair.
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| STRANGE A

times, |cently T understand you've had
Joyce turned downtown. The! pretty close to unlimited eredit

thing to do was talk—and keep|at certain banke™

him talking—until she knew what| Nason's eyes were velled. “I'm

he intended to do. af I don't follow you*
“What do you want with me?” | 1 Allen v

she said, |!'u- ! in Caragun. 8o wes Per
“You told the police you saw | ry Clarke, You ropresent the buy-

me last night?™ nrs of My, “osado's estate—when

es." she pets it You do business with

*1 was afrald you might™ | Nazis. Could it be that the
*You saw me?" iwant te bLuy that e
*“No, but 1 knew that you and would that be (oo coinelk

the Stewart girl were friends. 1 To be continued
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Yold grey mare” ain't what shel
fused to be—but in these times
one ean't be too particular

The Portland burenu of the
Railway Express agency recent-

ly start a “just-in-case™ city-
wide canvass for all available
harses and wagons In the Rose
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NOT 10 BE QUTPONE BY' W15 WIFE, TRED PERLEY
DECIDED 10 LEARN SOMETHING ABOUT FIRS1-AID

HAP I:IB-I"I_’EE._Wn;I;ington Cnrrtspond;m_—\'\'rénq Number?

S IT SEEMS by JOHN HIX

IN WARTIME ENGLAND, MEN
RE ALLOWE ARETS
e WekE”, WOMNs

Py -

1 CIGARET‘S/

o —
Sl el il

— ¥

AN /. {
= GET WATER IN
%R 28 YEARS cgump.v, ELEPHENTS
FRANK ENGEBRETSON, Di@ WELLS /
BRODHEAD, WIS., :
HAS BEEN PAINTING . THEY OFTEN

IFBALS ON ' BORE HOLES

M

y ARNS_/ ;
LTHOUGH HE HAS

Lo RACK

ige TNACE o o

HUGE
B

BELOW THE

THUS DECORATED, ALL SURFACE/
ARE IN LAFAYET A :
COUNTY, WISCONSIN... FrICaens

HIS_BIGLEST WORK
5 A SCENE
#8 FEET LONG/

Ceme 1M 0 Lurted Fosiare §radingie
T Beg U B Fad 08 =4 tehis resieg

BARN ARTIST

In 1814 a friend asked Frank Engebretson to paint a barn for him. Frank said he wouldn't
mind if he could cover the building with pictures. The Iriend agreed, told him to go ahead
and Frank has been decorating farm buildings in this mannér ever since.
ELEPHANT WELLS

Alrican elephanis, to avoid belng caught in an arid country without water, dig “wells
with their trunks in the mud bottoms of stream beds that dry up. They get water from three
or four feet underground duringthe sweltering summer months!
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Edited by Drew Pearson and Bob Allen
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