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TAKES A CASE

Chapter 18
The Stranger

Harmon
Coxe

his hands on the desk. his raze
narrowed and suspicious as it
fixed Delia Stewart. “What's that,

OYCE saw Nason's lids lower | Miss Stewart?” he sald.

and snap back before he spoke.

*“I'm sure 1 don't know" he
sald.

*Your name’s on the paper.”

*l see it ls. Perhaps 1 should
have said that while I didn't know
Clarke, I had met him.”

*Here—yesterday?”

*Yes"

*They tell us at your office that
he called on you yesterday momn-
ing." Bacon's voica was curt. “Go
ahead and deny that"

Nason merely shrugged. Bacon
turned to Hestar, “How long have
in‘u known him?" he asked, re-

rring to Nason.

“Why—three or four days”

*But_you asked him to your
:an.y. Do you mind telling me if
jn'.renrmnu you in some capac-
ty*™

Nason snapped at him. *She
doesn't have tc answer guestions
like that and you know it."

“Certainly | know L™ Bacon
gave him a rakide mlance. “But
we'll find out anyway and it will
save time if she'll tell me now.”

“I don't mind in the least.” Hes-
for said. “Part of my inheritance
was the Losado estate in San
Baria. 1 put it on the market.
since 1 have no intention of re-
turning. and Mr. Nason's helping
clpse the sale”

":In what ‘way? Is he buying

“It's being bought by a syndi-
cale in San Baria. They plan to
turn it into a elub, 1 believe. The
estate will not be paid over until
the first of the month, but I saw
no point in remaining there. Mr.
Nason is the correspondent of a
Iegal firm In San Baria, and as |
understand it the papers are to be
gent to him and will be signed
here”

"l'hmlu,';nlmn sald. “Thanks

"? much.
ason's, broad face was red and
angry.

“Does that satisfy you, Lieu-

tenant?™

“No thanks to you,” Bacon sald.

“Because if it does,” Nason said,
Tl have to ask you to excuse
me. Some other time if—"

“Go ahead,” Bacon sald, his
glare morose until Nason left the

" Case Agalast Ward
MWDOCK pushed up from the

window sent and yawned.
*How much longer?™ he asked.

“Not long." Bacon hauled out a|™

thick watch and examined it. “I'm
expecting somebody, and as soon
as he comes—"

bt § we've been of some
belp,” Hestor said.

*You have,” Bacon sald,

*But, Lieutenant.” Hestor bat-
ted her lashes at him, “Surely you
don't think any of us—1 mean,
you don't suspect anyone here, do
you?r"

“T suspect everyons™ Bacon
sald “1 could work up a pretty
fn“d case right now against at

enst one of you.”
"é'\'fn, I suppose,® Ward Allen

said.

“Yes, you" Bacon swiveled his
chair. “You knew about those
bonds. You delivered them — or
so you say. You've got no alibl;
Ru had trouble with Clarke.

pz:m! you didn't deliver those
bonds at 8 o'clock? Suppose you
stalled and said you couldn't get
them to his place until later. You
could have gone there last night
with the bonds, walted until he
signed the receipt and then let
him have it. Not only that—"

*Nute” sald Allen. "Nuts”

Afterwards, Joyce was grateful
for those eryptic words, becatise
simultaneously she had heard a

Her recovery was magnificent
| Shocked by her fears into an ine
voluntary and audible reaction,
she had had the guickness ¢
mind to hide her face: now, as
she met the deteclive's stare. she
wus srffling. That smile was thin
and twisted, skin-deap and forced;
yet Bacon had to accept it

“I'm sorry.” she said huskily,
“1 couldn't help it. It was Ward
—1 couldn't help laughing, realls
1 couldn't"

“Oh—'"" Bacon said.
couldn't. huh?"

Joyce was watching Ward Al-
len. He sat very stralght, oo long-
er looking at the detective, but at
Delia His face seemed frozen and
there was something In his eyes
that Joyce could not diagnoss—
alarm perhaps, or incredulity.

' When she managed to look again

at Bacon she saw his cheeks were
|pink and his mouth hard Some-
thing had happened that he:did
{not understand. It had slipped
away from him before he grasped
its significance and now it was
gone forever and he knew it

For a long second no gne spoke,
no one seemed to move. Some-
where in the house a door
slammed and presently there

“You

adjoining room, Sergeant Keogh
automatically disappeared. By the
time Bacon had cleared his throat
he was back.

*Soce you n minute, Lisutenant?"
he asked.

«Bacon went out with him,

Hestor stirred on the divan,
“I'm worn out.” she said. “I really
am. | don't know about the rest
of you but I eould do with a
drink.”

“l could do with one myself.”
Thorndlke sald.

Hestor went over to the desk
and pressed a buttan.

Although her face still lacked
the proper color Delin was trying
very hard to be gay now as she
reached out and put her hand on
Ward's knee.

“You shouldn’t talk to police-
men that way, darling,” she said,
“it's not wood form."

“You mean they won't like
me?" Ward gave her a twisted
amile of his own. “Wouldn't that
be tough?*

The butler appeared In the
doorway.

“Drinks, Fdward,” Hestor said.
“Scoteh, 1 think. And some sher-

The Dropped Glass
“'IIBN Bacon returied the but-
ler wheeled in a tea wagon,

weoll weighted with glasses and
bottles and e, Tharndike pre-
sided.

Serghant Keogh came back.

“He's the guy the maid saw on
the back terrace, all right"

"*Tell Malloy to bring him in”
Bacon sald.
Keogh jerked his head at some«

one in the other room and a plain-

arm of a tall, siraight-standin
man with blue-black hair an
opaque black eyes. His smooth,
almost beardless skin had the
color of a summer-long tan and
his features were sharply eut, the
nose stralight and thin.

He stopped just inslde the door-
way, his eyes taking in the room
in one swift. hostile glance. Joyce
stared at him, confused by the
impression that although the man
was a stranger she had seen the
face somewhere before—

A loud erash ruptured her

thoughts. By the time she had
located Ita source Hestor was
leaning over. looking down at

what remained of her drink.
“"How awkward of me.” Hestor

2uick sucking mound, throaty and | sald, She looked up and her face
istinct. o word almost that said: | was white, her smile unnatural
“No!" She knew at onee who had | and fixed, “It knocked againgt my

uttered it—and why—and when | knee and slipg
she looked up Della had her hoad |

bent. one hand to her mouth

Bacon had heard it too. He had

r

L

d out of my hand.™

No one eise sald a word. Bacon
was scowling at Hestor,
Te be continued

-

HELPING ALICE

40)

U P—Atice. pei elephant of the Branx

goo in New York, had such difficulty getiinge up one morning that

. d_l»hn

crape had o be brought Ints play
~ aWe, byl potoe sy Iis old agc

Sobedy kuows for

|~ Ruth Mitchell Returns

were sounds of footsteps in the |

KNX, KOIN: Orandpappy and His i! H
| Pals, KGO, KEX. KJR: String En- A PING EveRYTUING
: 2 ammble, KSL, M ﬁ ABOUT THE
| 940 p. m~—~Teddy Powsll's Orch ERAZILIAN
Ruth Mitchell (right). arrested and imprisoned by the Ger 'KGW; Willlam Winter, KNX; Del MADE
| mans as & member of the Yugoslav Chetnik guerilln army, was Courtnoy's Orch, KGO: News. KEX DUCK- EGGS/ BABASSU_NUT
greeted by her daughter Mrs. Albert K. Yohn (left), when she |KJR; Lion P Drews, KOIN: We Be- . 1S USED,
arrived in Jersey City, N. J. on the diplomatic exchange ship E“'T RO RAEAL BRI N  RBCE ‘ 'NCLUDjNG
Mitchell, sister of the late Brig Gen. “111 [:(;'“P]e Dojpt, KE. | .
o beat | p. m.—mnorler Newln. KPO. | HE E NEL
KOW, KOMO: Freddy Martin's Orch., | £

| shipyards started back to work Hatry Owen's Orch. KPO. |
today on a trinl basis after hav- | plane 16 miles northeast of here | Raw: Newa, KNX. KGO, ’ T
ing been on sirike a week. yesterday. - e L= ] | HE TOWN OF'
They quit In protest against n The dead were ?nnnlznc[:d by 300 p. "__“;.::d:' Writht, KPO MENDON ’
plan to operate the yards on a [the army as Wayne KIBeL | oy pop. KSL. KOIN, KNX: Flying
seven-dny-week stagg Monterey, Callf., and Harvey B.| pairol, KEX, KOO, KJR; Stars of To- M SSAC“USE /
system but voled at a union | Jensen, Internntional Falls,| dav. XOW.
meeling Inst night to put the | Minn, Thelr ages were nol an- 230 p. m—News. KOO, Voloe
scheme to a 10.day test | nouneed EPO, KOMO. EGW: Harry W. Flan-

| elathes man entered. holding the !

On the Radio Chains

BTATIONS:

Dretinongholm,
Billy Mitchell, declared merial bombing was the way
Germany.

Miss

| Chaln affillation and where
|| they are on the diai:
| KALE (MB%) 1330, Portland.
KREX (MBC-Blue) 1150, Portiand
(NBU-Blue & MBS} 1310
KUO (NHC-Hiue) o
RUW (NHC-Hed)
KR (NBC-Blue)
ANX (CHS) 1070
Lo Angeies, KOA (NBC-Hed) 830
Denver: KON (CBS) 870, Port-
land; KOMO (NRO-Ked) 880
| Seattle; KPO  (NHBC-KHed) 680
|| San Francihweo; KSL (CHS) L1860
Sall Lake City,
Fhne Shown 18 PST =
Sunday
500 p.m—~Vauderills, KPO, KOW,
KOMO; Tommy Dorsey's Oreh. KGO,

KGA
spokarne.
Ran Franciseo;

1
EOW, EGMO: News Hers ana
Abrosd, KGO; I Was There, KXX,
KOIN: Down Memaory Lane MNEX:
Treasury Star Parade, KJR; Sporta,
KBL,

#30 p. m—Hollywood BShoweass,
KNX, XOIN. Unlimited Hortzona
KOMO; News, KSL, KJR, KEX: Your
Major Speaks, KGW: Tosst To Am-
erican Allles, KFPOD,

| 10:00 p. m.—Natl. Radio Porum,
| KOO, KEX. KJH, Reporter News
EPO. EOW, EOMO; Masterworks of
| Musie, KSL; News, KENX: Five Star
Final, KOIN

1030 p. m—Henderson La Vere,
KOO RKJR: Sports, KNX. ESL;
| Broadway Bandwagon, KEX; Moon-
| light Sonata, KOW; War Time Wom-
en, KOIN: Ice Pullles, KPO.

11:00 3, m~—~Wliibur Hatch's Orch,

3

| cital, KOIN; Venper Hymuns, KSL,

#1001, ex—Midcha, ‘the Magnifs | oD husking contest scheduled

| to be held October 28 near Man- :

| temt, KNX, KOIN, KSL; Phil Bovero's # -

| Oreh., KJR: Manbattan Merry-Oo- kato, Minn., was announced to- CUNNER—Mrs. Potier Pal-

| Round, KPO, KOMO. KOW: Amer. day by Berry Akers, St. Paul.| mer (above) of Chicago is new

|lca's Town Meeting, KEX: Speaking |director of the National associa-| women's Great Eastern skeet

| ot Sporta, KGO, tion which sponsors the annual champlon, Her score: 123x125,

| 830 p. m—American Album of Pa-  event.

! miltar Musie, KPO, EOMO, KOW: v 2

| Jane Proman, KNX. KSL. KOIN. Washington, July 4—"??—-‘ Washington, July 4—(F—
7:00 p. m—Hour of Charm, KPO. | The Office of Defense Transpor- | President Roosevelt asked today

| ROW, KOMO; Ooodwill Hour, KEX. |tation today prohibited all suto- | that farmers begin immediately

| EJR, KOO. Take It Or Leave It | mobile racing in the United|to pay off their debts, mort

KNX, KSL. KOIN, States, to cunserve rubber tires. | gages and other obligations so

,'nl “to avoid the unnecessary
{hlﬂl&hi]}i such ms were experi-
enced by farmers and others
during and following the first
World war."

Copco Net Income
Increases In Moy

| San Francisco, July 4—{(F)—
California Oregon Power com-
| pany reports an increase in net
income to $80,113 in May from
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