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r all, I was the one who was
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be? she answered
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right, but suppose you had
me into a situation where

got that sort of brush-off—how
would you feel about 17" asked

Rand Iy,

s Sough, ra ixg to
their necks. of course,” answ
Melissa. “But . wouldn't take it

u by seeing how hateful
1 mldﬁ to

m!l
“I'm not u{tn; it out on you,”
rotested Randy. “I'm fust fae-
the fact that your mssociation
with me is going o put you on
ol gl‘ so-called respec.

you—

iy

t
¢ hoped to sha
this somehow terrifying mood of
his. “And it fust doesn't matter
two pins to me whether the peo-

ch there at the racetrack
ink I'm ‘nice folks’ or not™
“It matters to me" na
Randy. “And if you don’t mind, I
h you'd keep quiet a bit. I've
got to think™

Black Mood

h.lma\ subsided, but she was
frightened, terribly fright-
ened, and she shivered a little,
despite the mildness of the after-
noon, and drew the lovely fur
about her wlim shoulders. She
T‘.lltt know what she

feared: she anly knew that some
darkness some evil shadow
threatened her happiness. And she
didn't know how to Aght [t |

They reached the River Queen; |
and as Randy let her out of the|
car, he tmid curtly, “I've luu re- |
membered some business I've got
to attend to. You run along and|
rest up for tonight. I'll ses you at |
supper.”

And beforea Mellssa could offer
any protest he turned the car
shout in a shower of gravel and |
white dust and sped off down the
toad, lsaving her standing there, |
wide.eyed, ﬁiumueﬂ_ shaken 1o |
th: depths of her being. |

From the Biver Queen there |
eame a cheerful hall and she
turned to see Alice there, wav-
ing to her, ¢rr¢llnﬁ her gaily.

“Hey. vou,” called Alice Hghtly, |
*Why not come on board and give |
& [uy a chance to look at all your |
new finery? Where'd you get the |
kitty.cai?”

Melissa stumbled down the pler,
and as she reached the side of the |
ot Alice saw her face and eried |
out in sharp concern, “Why. kid=|
die. what's happened? You look |
ar though wvou'd been breaking!

bread with a ghost—and a rather |
loathsome one—"

Melissa burst into tears against
Alice’'s shoulder, and lice,
alarmed gave her liitle comfort-
ing pots on the back as though
she had been the age of Alice's
small son. When the tears had ex. |

in | It was wvery important

cen.
She was dolng her first group
of numbers when she saw him for
a moment al the entrance to the
auditorium, watching her and lis-
tening to her song. Her wvoice
thook a little, throbbing with the
intensity of her emotion. For fust
a moment she looked acrosa the
room and into his eyes—and then
he was gone,

When she had finlshed her last
encore and was free o leave the
stage she slipped out of the door-
way that led directly to the deck,
intent on finding Randy and talk.
ing to him. But as she hurried to-
ward the mame room a walter

barred her way with » message.
A guest wished to speak to her.
Meliana
would have brushed past the
walter ignoring him; but the cus.
tomer was directly behind him
and she could not escape.

“Miss Marlowe, I'd like & fow
minutes of your time for a propo.
sition [ think might interest you,”
sald the man, who was middies
aged, well groomed, very pleas-
ant, quite obviously someone of
importance. “Perhaps vou'll coma
to my table. A drink mayhe?”

Melissa said auickly, “1T don
drink, but of eourse, if vou have
something to say—"

The man smiled *1 don't think
ou'll find it & waste of time to
isten,” he assured her., and
uided her to a small table for
wo. where he drew a chair out
for her, When she was seated, he
mked at once, “Miss Marlowe,
had you ever thought of going on
the air? Radio stufl®™™
“No, of courze not,” answered
Mellssa, almost rudely curt, for
she was possessed - f a terrific im-

tience with this man who was
eeping her from seeing Rand:

“Why ‘of course not’?™ nasked
the man, smiling faintly. “You
have an almost perfect radio
volce. I've been listening to you
for some time—this is my fourth
or fifth visit to the River Queen
especially 1o hear you—and I'm
convinced that you could have a
very nice career for vourself on
the radio™

“You're very kind," sald Melis-
sa. “But I'm afrald I'm not inter-
ested.”

“But what do vou Intend to do
with yourself? Certainly there's
no real fulure aboard the show
boat After all the show boat is
merely popular at the moment be.

| estise it happena to be & novelty.

By next season it will be forgote
ten,” protested the man. and of-
fered her a card. “I'm Todd Beas-
ley, of the Plantation Lady Prod-
ucls. I'm planning a new radis
progran to sponsor my products
—a nationwide hook-up—and 1
ecan offer vou a contract for a
year, with an option for two more
years after that, al a very good
salary—"

“Thank vyou" sald Melissa
quietly. "But I'm still nat inter-
esled, You see. Mr. Bemley, I'm
golng to marry Mr, Hendricks-"

“You mean Ace Hendricks,
owner of the River Queen?” de-
manded Beasley obviously star-
Ued

Mellssa's head went up a little
and she said evenly:

“Yea, we're going to be married
within a week, sa you see why 1
wouldn't be interested in your
proposition®

Beasley nodded and for a mo-
ment was stient, studying her In-
tently. Then he sodided a trifle

wrimily and said, "Of course, in
that care—"

Beasley rose and bowed as she
| hurried away

To be continued
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YOU REPLIZE THAT IN A FEW SECONDS YoU ARE 60ING
0 BE INRODUCING AN ACQUAINTANCE, WHOSE NAME HAS
SUPPED YOUR MIND, 10 THE MAN WHO JOINED YoU WALKING 10
THE STATION, T0 WHOM YOU HAVE BEEN EXCESSIVELY CORDIAL 10
(OVER UP THE FACT THAT YOU HAVEN'T ANY IDEA WHO HE I5
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(While sounding for

The boftlom...)
Panama oy, Fla.

On June 15 1841, Billy Collins was cruising offshore about eight miles from land and
thirty miles from Panama City. Fla. Trying to find & rocky bottom, he dropped his sound-
ing lead. smearvd with sosp to pick up bottom samples, into fourteen and a half fathoms
of water. On hauling up the lead he was amaszed to find a 1918 U. 5, penny sticking to
the soap! The odds against his finding the penny sre probably several billions to onael
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Edited ;an Pearson and Bob Allen

ONE DAY WHILE THEY WERE AT LUNCHEON, THE
WIRELESS MAN RUSHED IN WITH A MESSAGE...

HAVE SOME, YOU

,/rr ARRIVED AT

EXACTLY 12:07

HMM_HAF YOU EFER
BEEN TO HawAll, MY

AMERICANISHER

| THE DATE... SUNDAY, DECEMBER 714, ig4] 1! l

LI'L ABNER—Curprise Attack!
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AH'M GOIN' FISHIN. YO )/ Coumvo QUCH/- BECUZ YO IS
KIN COME. WIF ME NHO NE N WHUFFO’ DID ATTRACTIVE~
AN' LOOK AT MAH I5-8BUT MES YO DO THET SO NATCHERLY~
PRO-FILE. AN’ SIGH HNAN SOME- ¥ AH HATE
YO'HEART OLIT, AN’ THASS YO'7”
ENCLGAH -
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the tourist tralfic of former|
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workers, thousands of whom|
are spending their first Easter|
on the Potnmae |
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quiet Easter Is Indicated for pink blossom for several davs
war-time Washington Raw new builldings snd ex
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Barker's are open The White House has ecan
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Former CGovernor Charles N, |
Store for Men Martin urged Portlanders yes
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