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News Behind
The News

by Paul Mallon

Washington, March 20.—Aus-
tralla, whose forces General
MacArthur has been invited to

a e J command, has

lies the expla-
nation for such
a unique Invi-
tation.

The United
States would
not think of
asking a Brit-
isher to com-
mand Its de
fense of the
Pacific coast, but Australia had
to choose either an American
or Britisher, because it never
organized a professional peace-
time army esnd hence has not
developed a Iugf professional
officer class.

In the World Almanac under
armies, you will not find Aus
tralia listed. Its peacetime force
In January, 1838, numbered
only 42,805, Including technle-
{ans, etc. That is natural. While
It Is about as large as the United
States, it has about the same
number of inhabitants as New
York City, around 7,000,000.

Australla has had some com-
pulsory military training in the
past and early in the war or-
ganized its defense forces, so It
now has a formidable fighting
personnel, without experienced
top generals. All the Aussies
fighting with the British in
Libya and Malaya were volun-
teers.

Paul Mallon

HE Jap propaganda threats

of Australlan Invasion sug-
gested the Aussies surrender In
the name—strangely enough—
of providence. (Where did they
hear of him?)

Only reaction here was a fear
the Japs would not attempt to
earry out their threat. Australla
is not Malaya or Java. Five of
its seven milllons live In the
southeast corner nearly two
thousand miles away from the
northern tip. In between Is nice
desert and Jjungle where the
Japs will receive a hearty wel-
come far from their home bases,
while the Aussies have railroads
to the factories running back
from the front.

The great barrier reef runs
down the northeast coast to pre-

{Continued on Page Twelve)

75 Hours Apart|

Haverhill, Mass., March 20—
(#}—Twin sons were born more
than three days apart this week
to Mrs, Ralph C. Simonds, Jr.

The first, weighing six
pounds, was born Maonday at
2:27 a. m.; the second, weighing
seven pounds, was born at 4:52
A, m. yesterday—a difference of
almost 75 hours.

Nemes for the boys have not)
et been chosen., The mother is
21 years oild and the children|
nre her first.

Ll L4 -
Radio Highlights
(Pacific war time) ‘
The networks, pending appro- |

val by the war department, are | Lieut.Gen. Joseph W. Stilwell, |

secking a broadcast by Gen, |
Donglas MacArthur from Aus
tralin |

Tonight: 7 Fight, Ray Robin- |
son vs. Norman Rublo.

Saturday: The War—8 CBS| Chiness troops In Tokyo to- turned loose.

MES; 10:45 NBC Blue; 11 CBS |
1:30 p. m. CBS; 2:45 NBC; 3}
CBS; 3:25 NBC Blu; 3:30 MBS;
3:45 CBS Blue.

NBC—1:45 p. m., Troplcal |
Park race. CBS—10:20 a. m., |
Fashion Academy awards. Blu
~5:30 a. m., Natlonal Grange

SIDE GLANCES

TRIBUNE REPORTERS

v [iremen having a good

viting down the street
station yesterday.

ger Georg

hen the burglar alarm syst
in the United State. National
bank bullding went hay-wire,

s | commiltiee

PHILIPPINE RELIEF
MAIN PURPOSE IN
STRATEGYCHANGE

Great Offensive Ordered By

Roosevelt—No Intimation
On Time Of Kick-0ff.

By Roger D. Greens
Associated Press War Editor
With the dramatic pledge I

came through and I will return,”
Gen. Douglas MacArthur an-
nounced in Australla today that
he had been instructed by Presi-
dent Roosevelt to prepare a
great American counter-offen-
sive against Japan for the pri-
mary purpose of relieving the
Philippines.

Gen. MacArthur, whose es
cape in a speedboat through the
Japanese blockade of Bataan
peninsula provided one of the
most thrilling exploits of the
war, gave no intimation when
the allied offensive would be
launched,

Port Moreshy War On
Dispatches from Port Moresby

said the opening shots were fired
in the baitle for lower New Gui-
nea island, where Japanese In-
vasion columns are seeking bases
from which to make a direct as-
sault on Australia 300 miles
across the Timor sea.

Dispatches from the embattled
island sald Australian forces had
begun sniping at Japanese in-
vasion columns driving down to-
ward Port Moresby, only 300
miles from the Australian main.
land.

Japanese warplanes twice
raided Port Moresby again to-
day, but were driven off after
strafing the airdrome,

In his first interview since his
spectacular dash from slege-
bound Bataun peninsula, Gen.
MacArthur declared:

"The president of the United
Stites ordered me to break
through the Japanese lines and
proceed from Corregidor to Aus-
tralia for the purpose, as I un-
derstand it, of organizing an
American offensive against
Japan,

“The primary purpose of this!
is the relief of the Philippines, 1|

came through and I will return."
Notice On Japan

Thus, in ecrisp terms, Gen.
MacArthur served notice on
Japan that the long weeks of
nllied defensive fighting — the
disheartening retreats In Malaya
and the Dutch East Indles—may
soon be ended.

High-ranking United States
and Australian army officers
conferred with Australia’s army
minister, Francis Forde, paving
the way for an allled war coun-
cil which will assume basic con-
trol of all military operations.

The council was expected to
Include Gen. MacArthur, the
new united nations supreme
commander In the southwest Pa
cific; Lieut.-Gen. George H.
Brett, U. S. A., deputy supreme

| commander; Vice Admiral Her.|0n reliefl.
| bert F. Leary, chief of allied

naval forces in the Australia-
New Zealand theater; and lead-
ers of Australia’s fighting forces.

Other cheering news came in
a promise of allied offensive ac-
tion against Japan herself by

U. 8. A, who declared in Chung-
king:

“The United States means
business, and we won't be satis
fied until we see American and

gether.”

Stilwell, recently appointed
chief of staff to Chinese Gener
alissimo Chlang Kal-Shek, al-
lied supreme commander In the
China theater, sald he had been
placed in command of all U, 8.
forces in China, India and Bur-
ma

Sliced Bread Ban
Is OPA Proposal

Washington, March 20—i{P—
The affice of price administra-

brend.

was offered as
& means of saving time, labor
and paper by Fred Thomas.
OPA official, »t » meeting of
the baking irdustry advisory
culled to consider
means of reducing bakery costs
to prevent price advances.

OLNTER BLOW

W ARTHUR PREPARES

Where Japanese Stopped Bombs
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on the east coast of New Guinea where, the navy announced,

forces.

ad been sunk or damaged by American and Australian air

S0T0 EXECUTED
FOR SLAYING OF
HERMISTON TRIO

Salem, Ore, March 20.—(F
—John Anthony Soto, 17, con-
fessed ' slayer of a Hermiston
farm famlily of three last Sep-
tember 23, died in the state's
lethal gas chamber today.

The youth, fugitive from =
California institution for the
feeble minded, entered the octa-
gonal execution room at 8:29 a.
m., and was pronounced dead
at 8:32.

Soto remained indifferent to
the very end although Chap-
lains Rev. Robert N. Hutchin-
son and Father Daniel O'Con-
nell sald he prayed as he was
being strapped in the death|
chair,

He smoked a clgar up to thﬂ
moment he entered the death
chamber, and showed no fear
at any time. Rev. Hutchinson
sald “He kidded us all the time
—treated it all as a huge joke.
He talked Incessantly, occaslon:
ally breaking off and going into
a song.”

Soto was convicted at Pen-|
dleton of the murder last Sep-
tember 25 of Kenneth L. Gor
such on the latter's farm at
Hermiston, but Soto also con-
fessed slaying Gorsuch's mother,
Mrs. Cora Tobin, and her
nephew, Marvin Adams,

The eldest of seven children,
Soto was the son of Mr, and|
Mrs. Antonio Soto, Porto Ricans |
of Niles, Cal. His parents are

|
| He was In continuous trouble |
|from the age of 14, stealing|
|many times and finally being
|sent to a reformatory for send-
|ing a letter threatening to kill
|a man unless he paid him $35.
| Soto was transferred from

the reformatory to the Sonoma
|state home for feeble-minded.
| Doctors there found he was of

borderiine intelligence, one doc
| tor predicting at that time that
| Soto would commit murder if

CONTAUESTIDY
ACESS ROAD IS

|
Portland, March iﬂ—hﬁ—|
The state highway commission
today continued study of bids
submitted yesterday on Im
provements of the Crater Lake
highway to serve a cantonment
in the Medford area. |
They were higher than engl
neers’ estimates.
Bids referred to the engincer
with power to award Included:
Josephine county — Grave
ereek-Jumpoff Joe creek section
of Pacific highway over Sexton
mountain, 6,01 miles of surfaco
ing and bituminous macadam,
| McNutt Bros,, Eugens, $147.818,

| marines and warihips and row-

INCOMING STENOS

Roosevelt Cites Map
For Paci_fi_c Answers

Washington, March 20.—(AP)—President Roosevelt reiterated
today that we are doing everything we pousibly can in the phase
of the war in the southwest Pacifie, but he called attention anew
to what he termed a little, old lesson in geography.

That lesson teaches, he ob-
gerved, that to gel anything to

the southwest Pacific area takes Ex S 0 E E PUP"-

an awful Jong time. Further. -

more, he sald, there is o world 3 et

shortage of shipping, AMUNG MISS'NG
preme commander of united na-

tions forces, was considering Bakerstield, Callf, March 20
plans for an eventual offensive|(M—Two air corps eadets
and for relief of American andl:nnhed to thelr deaths and

He repeated previous declara.
tions that all possible was being
done when reporters asked
whether he could elaborate,
without going beyond the limits
of military secrecy and strategy,
on stories from Australia that
General Douglas MacArthur, su-

Filipino forces in the Philip | \hree others still are missing
pines, on a routine flight which left
Incidentally, Mr. Roosevelt| Minter field here Wednesday

The {field commander sald
hodies of Don Carne, 20, son
of Mr, and Mra. A, W. Carne
San Francisco, and Paul A
Davis, 23 son of Mr. and Mrs.
T. A. Davis, Denver, were re-
covered.

The three mlssing men were:

Paul 8. Day, 21, Walnut Ridge

declared with an amused twin- |
kle in his eye that he had loldl
a charming lady who had supper
at the White House recently that
MacArthur had left the Philip
pines by rowboat, disguised ns
a Filipino fisherman, passed di-
rectly by a lot of Japanese sub-

ed 2,500 miles to Australia.

And some people at the table,
he thought, actually believed
him. |

The president chuckled when
his press secretary, Stephen
Early, remarked that he had
shown the way in which & rumor
factory operates.

rk.

Paul R. Everett, 11, Camden
Point, Mo,

Eugene Crites, 28, Roseburg,

re.

The cadets were to have grad-
uated tomorrow. The trip they
were making was their last
training flight.

Roseburg, Ore. March 20—
Born in Denver, Colo., Oct. 20
1015, Eugene Crites was grad-
uated from high school at Bend,
Ore., in 1035 and came to Rose-
burg the following year.

Young Crites spent three terms
In & CCC eamp near Medford
and attended Southern Oregon
College of Education at Ashland
where he was gradusted with
ous housing problem, to register | the closs of 1041 He also ob
their accommodations with Mrs, |laned flight training in the
Stella Henderson, manager gflcivmln pilot training program
the Girls' Community club, 220 | while attending school thare.
North Bartlett (phone 3880) was | He enlisted in the army alr
made today by Mra. Doliph |corps Nov. 1, 1041, and was
Phipps, president of the board | irained st Oxnard and Minter
of directors of the club fields In California.

“The situstion”, said Mrs,| His mother, Mrs. Alameds
Phipps” Is becoming serious |Gerkin, and three sisters, Paul
particularly from the standpoint | ine, Ruth and Marilyn, reside at
of the single girls usually seek- | Woodburn, Ore.

ing clerical employment, which T
t Industry Accidents

requently can not De secured
TooMany,SaysF.R.

until after several days solicita

tion. There are no more accom- | ~

modations at the Community Washington, March 20 —(#—

club, none listed there that Urging greater precautions both

haven't been taken up, and yet on the part of workmen and

we can'l turn these gicls out on  thelr employers, President

the street Practically all of Roosevelt reporied today that

them come with encugh funds Industrial accidents in 1841 had
cost 460,000,000 man days of
wnrk, had killed 101 8500 people

to pay for a room for & weelt ar
#0, butl the rooms just can’t be

and permanently disabled 350,
000 others.

found, and a serious problem s
immediately ereated. Local resi
ks figures came from the na:
tional safety ecouncil, which he

dents with rooms for rent, will
sald was taking the lead In an

CANT PN ROONS

An sppeal for local residents,
willing to aid in solving a serl

render a genuine public pervice
if they will call the Community
club (phone 3980) and list thei:

accommodations there al once.” ' cidents,

interiilied campaign againat lt-l

TZS N UKRANE
DSTRDY SUPPLES
ON VE 0F FLEHT

(Military Stores, Oil Blasted
At Kharkov—30,0C0
Civilians Slain Is Claim.

By the Associated Prees '

Adolf Hitler's Ukraine armles
were reported In Stockholm
dispatches today to be making
hasty preparations for a retreat
from Kharkov, the Soviet
“Pittsburgh,” with the city In
flames as Nazi demolition
squads blasted military awm&
and oll supplies.

Agninst this plcture of = |
major new reverse for German |
arms, Hitler's field headquar-
ters asserted that Russian troops
driving into the Donets basin
enst of Kharkov had been
“thrown back alter a new at-
tack and suffered heavy casual-
tles"

Soviet dispatches yesterday
said the Germans had slain
30,000 civilians in Kharkov, but
there was no direct word from
Moscow on the progress of mill
tary operations against the big
steel center of 833,000 popula-
tlon, which the Germans cap-
tured last Oct. 24. Unofficial re-
ports on Wednesday said red
army shook troops were fight-
Ing in Kharkov's suburbs,

Stockholm advices said great
fires were burning in the city
and that it was obvious the

Need Volunteers
To Man Posts In
Aircraft Warning |

Pressing need of volunteer
help in manning aircraft
warning posts In Medford
vieinity ls stressed by lst Lt.
J. T. Runyan af the 4th Inter-
ceptor command at Roseburg,
in the following announce-
ment:

This announcement
Americans,

The security of Amerlen
depends upon you. |

If you have normal hear-
Ing and sight you are needed
for service on your closest
aireraft warning service post.

Do your part in the service |
of your country as so many
of Americn's young men are
now doing theirs. !

Apply for assignment to
duty at your county office of |
civillan defense al the Med: ||

llh‘

ford Chamber of Commerce
building,

Uncle Sam needs you, There
must be no more psurprise
attacks.

Volunteer to do your part

today,

VAN DYKE SEEKING
G.0.P. NOMINATION
FOR LOWER HOUSE

Frank J. Van Dyke became a
candidate for the Republican

Germans' “whole upper Dopets
Jine is sagging to the point of
collapse,”

London reports said 800,000
German troops were believed
based in the Kharkov area.

PEACH ORCHARDS
LIGHT 0L POTS

Smudge pots were lighted this
morning and yesterday morning
in the peach orchards of the
valley, Frost Observer Roy J.
togers reported. There was no
firing in pear orchards. The
temperature yesterday morning
dropped to 28 degrees in this
city and to 24 degrees In some
uf the orchards. No low temper-
wture was announced for this
morning, due to the weatner
bureau's war time regulations
that no temperaiures can be
revealed until 24 hours later.

Observer Rogers sald it was
wot cold enough to smudge in
pear orchards though It came
close to It

Assistant County Agent C. B
Cordy sald there were approxi
mately 800 ncres of peaches In
the wvalley. Not all orchards
smudged. The peach acreage has
shown an Inecrease the past two
or three years here.

Orchardists are bringing In
their thermometers to the coun-
ty agent’s office for testing.

Rebekah Leader Is
Claimed By Death

Oregon City, March 20—(F
Lizzie C, Howeli 81, past presi
dent of the Oregon Rebekah
ussembly, died here yesterday,

She had made her homne here
for 73 years. Sbe is survived by
her widower, Willlam H. Howell
and & son, Willlam B. Howell,

asgistant postmaster here.

tion for state representa-
tive from Jackson county today
when he filed his intentlon with
the secretlary of state.

Mr. Van Dyke ls well known
In this district as a lawyer and
city attorney of Ashland and
more recently as executive sec-
retary of the cantonment co-
ordinating board. He comes
from a ploneer family which
settled In the Rogue River val-
ley in 1852,

He was reared on the dalry
farm still being operated by his
parents near Medford, received
his education in the Medford
schools, and obtained his degree
in law st Willamette university
in 1931,

He la active In fraternal and
clvic organizations belng =
member of the Masonic frater-
nity, the Elks lodge, Rotary,
and a difector of the Ashland
school board and the Ashland
Chamber of Commerce.

For the past three legislative
sedslons Van Dyke has been a
member of the legislative com-
mittee of the League of Oregon
Cities and has represented the
city of Ashland in legislative
matters,

Mr. Van Dyke married Naomi
Hohman, formerly an Instructor
in the Valley School, Medford,
in 1934 and they have one son,
Johnnie Patrick, recently just
four years old.

Earl Newbry, Talent Republl
can present state representative,
will seek the state senate chalr
long occupied by George Dunn,
of Ashland.

A doclsim;v was W to-
day from William McA \
Medford attorney, on im'
he would enterthe lists for Re
publican nomination as con-
gressman from the new fourth
district, McAllister, present
state representative, has been
mentioned as next speaker of
the house if he returns to the
Oregon leglslative hall.

By Associated Press
Reacting to the sting of allied

—the Japanese navy bitterly ae
cused the Uniled States and
Britain of waging “extreme
warfare based on retalistion
and hatred,” and declared that
| Japan would reciprocate.

| A Tokyo broadcast said that
the allies were employing tac
ticy in disregard of internation
al law and that consequently
the Japanese nsvy was “revis

lng" {ts warfare regulations. No
Yetalls were given.

U. S. Waging War of Hatred

[s Bitter Ja_p Accusation

counter blows—some of which | gathering offensive force, the
may not hive been mmﬂmﬂi
| tor reasons of military mm!

While Japan thus showed she

was beginning to feel the bite
of the united nations’ slowly

war department announced In
Washington that two U. 5. army
bombers scored a direct hit on
a large Japanese crulser at
Rabaul, New Britain Island,
northeast of Australla.

Presumsbly, this was the
same atlack reported yesterday
by the Royal Australian air
force.

A British broadcast said allied
bombers aguin blasted at Jap
aneseoccupled Duteh  Timor
island, one of the main bases for
Japan's threatened invasion of
Australia,

GREENREQUESTS
CONGRES PROBE
AOHOIR REPEAL

AFL Chieftain And CI0’s
Murray Tell Senate Group
Labor Behind War Effort.

Washington, March 20.—(#
—President Willlam Green of
the AFL today asked a congres-
sional Investigation of what he
termed the campalgn In Oklas
homa secking repeal by con-
gress of the 40-hour week law
and enactment of special war-
time legislative restrictions for

| labor,

Both Green and President
Philip Murray of the CIO told
the senate appropriations sub-
committes Investigating war
production that labor was
whole-heartedly behind the war
effort, and that restrictive leg-
Islation now might Impede pro-
duction galna,

Children Used

Green testified that Oklas
homa “school children were
asked to surrender lunch money
to send telegrams to Senator
Lee" (D., Okla) nsking action
on antilabor legialation.

Murray, CIO head, testified
that labor already had pros
mised the president to “forego
the instrument of strik

g

wna 1 or ine

war costs, Both ine
sisted t strikes had not Ine
terfered with war production

pollcy
voluntarily at “the earllest pos
sible moment” and

]
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press
were not yet ready for a sys-
tematie allocation of labor to




