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Chapter 13
Friend In Need

SII.!NC!. and Lavinia wishing
that she could come right out
and ask the young man why he

1

MENF
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been d

are the niece

DRECOVES

“What's important about me?™
“I've been talking with Miss

Linden, and she told me that—"

“So Ivm.l and the hostess have

seussing me. How nice!”

“Miss Linden told me that yon
Dorcas

of Misa

lived in the dilapidated cotiage, e
he avolded le. wh e | Prentiss. &
::r’er dressed up ::dw went pli:u “Yes, go on.

But she had never been the sort
of person who could immediately
start quizzing people. So she went
on thinking the questions

*“You don't know how grateful
Iam ttcl": yoir" n.uded mkl" “for
pot getting up and running away.”

"lt'hy uld 1 do that?™ La-
vinla replied—although she knew
perfectly well that to get up and
l'll!ll away had been her first im-
ulse,
" “Need zuu ask? Roderick
grinned. “After all, | do look like
;huhoombﬂ or something. And
ve overheard some remar
when calling for the mail at the
village post office. “That mysteri-
Dus ’\'mun; man who never does
enything but loaf in. the sun
That putable person who
lives In an equally disreputable
eottage. He's probably an ex-
Ennm. hkl!n' away from the
‘ﬁ or his past.'*

)
*So, since you came from the Inn,
[ naturally thought you might
have similar opinions about me"

Lavinia laughed softly. *Don't
iw know you're tempting me to
ood you with gue lons?™ she
said, "After all, I am a woman,
and 1 have my share of curi-

uha,."
“Well, since you were kind
enough not to run from me,” sald
Roderick, “I'll explain that [ used
to come here summers when
was a kid. And It seemed a nice
lace to come for a sort of vaca-
inn this summer. The coltage in
whith I'm livinf still belongs to a
branch of the family.”
“That explanation is completely
lausible and satisfactory,” said

vinla. “And, I might add, you're
taking just the sort of vacation
I wanted to take.”

“You mean you're not happy at
the Inn?"

“Not elally happy—no,” La-
vinia replied. went there to
please a relative. But it's a long,
dull tale—so let's not go Into it

“Funny thing" said Roderick,
*but when I saw you this after-
noon I had an Idujou‘d be the
wort of girl you are.

“Then I'm glad 1 came this far
along the beach™ sald Lavinia

Wi |

Wi come n some-

Hme" l’ri:E. was Gl.::ﬂl!l‘l. :.rr—
ney, In the young man's volce,

0'_1! you'd really like me to,

"Ohl I would!™

“But | must be going now.”
Lavinia_mrose. She held out her
hand. “You've choered me up a

lot—and I thank you for it. You| .

as well know that 1 was
pretty well sunk.”

Roderick Elliott took the out-
stretched hand, held it in & strong,
friendly grasp, He looked deep
into Lavinia'. eyes.

“You've cheered me, too," he
sald. “More than 1 ean tell youw
I shall be looking forward to our

may

next meeting.™
“So shall 1" Lavinia sald. She
withdrew her hand, and w

a8
purzled at the odd manner In
which her heart was acting. It
was beating with unusual n%iab
fty. From excltement, probably,
she told herself. Or eould it be
Roderick Elliott's handshake had
seemed strangely thrillin

“Shall 1 walk you back to the
Inn®" the young man as

“No, thank you." sald Lavinla.
*That won't necessary. The
moonlight's so bright it'a almost
like daytime.”

“Then — good-night, Lavinla
Prentis.”

“Good-night—Roderick Elllott.”

Lavinia moved off along the
beach, seeming to melt into the
brightness of the moonlight. Rod.
erick stood where she had left
him, watching, until she reached
the path that led over.the rocks
to the Inn. Then he turned and
walked slowly and thoughtfully
toward his cottage.

Freezing Pat
“THBN Lavinia reached the Inn
she went around to a side en.
trance. She wanted 1o get to her
room  without meeting Margot
Linden or anyone else she knew,

But luck was againat her.

She ran smack into Pat, the
man who taught dancing.

“Oh, Miss Prentiss,” he sald,
*T've been looking for you!™

"Why?" asked Lavinia. “Did
you want 1o colleet damages?™

“I don't understand,” sald Pat,
not looking especially bright,

“For injury to your daneing
ahoen and your shina”™

Pat laughed, loud but some-
what hollowly,

“Oh, that!™ he sald,

"Yes, that. Or perhaps you use

rotectors—you  know, llke in

nckey or football ™ |

"Really, now, Miss Prentlss”
"it's not as bad as all that”

“Not Well, 'm afraid it is" La.
vinia looked at the man straight
tn the eve. just as she looked at
men back n Armworth's when
she wan annoyed with them. “You
said you had been losking for me.
Well, here | am"

“I wanted to say that I'm quite |
sure you ecould become 8 ver |
r‘md dancer with a little help”

at said “And I'd be glad to otﬁ-r
you my servicea™

“1 see. At 30 much per hour, 1

suppose =
-3?1. no—not that.*

*Then what?™
*1 often help guests—espectally
tmpnrtant ones. and—"

enj

aused. glanced at Lavinla, | boa

I store executive. Ma

“And so, since you are, I—that

Is, we—"

*You mean my being Miss Dor-
eas Prentiss's nlece make a dif-
ference?”

“Well. not exactly. Only Miss
Prentiss i3 quite famous, and
she'd naturally want her niece to
her stay with us™

“Good-night” sald Lavinia
And she hurried to the elevator

Men, she
very one of
having a motive

and up to her room.
She was angry.
thyught. Fools Idiols B

them —alwa

ks, | And then she remembered Rod-

erick Elliott. and thought: “May-
be not all of them either.” Cer-
tainly Roderick Elliott hadn't
made himself the least bit ob-
noxiaus, And he wanted to see
her again! The mysterious young
man asking the working girl from
Armworth's to join him sgain
upon the hull of the wrecked

L
She began to undress, and as
she did so she smiled to hersell

Aunt Dorcas and Zoe would be
tickled pink if they knew. They
would be no end exciled to hear
about the “handsome stranger.”
They would want to hear all the
details—no matter how insignifi-
cant. They would Insiat that it
wns just the sort of thing she
needed 1o nave happen to her,
They would gloat — Ilnok senti
mental — Bulld a silly fAction
around the incident

It was utterly fantastie for her
to n‘o on with it The man was
nothing in the world to her, and
she wanted to be alone. Sconer
or later he would bare her to
tears talking about his cousin in
England. All he wanted probably
was an attentive ear—someane to
sit on the beach and listen to him
talk on and on--endlessly—about
himself.

*I'll forget the whole Incldent™
she sald half aloud. just before
she went to bed. “I'll go to an-
other p:ﬂ_ of the beach, and read

mihon A
ut she did no such thing.
Fast Friends
Tﬂz next morning she walked
toward the half-buried hull,

and Roderiek Elliott joined her
there. She want the next day and
the next. They begnn ealling
each other by their first namea
It was almost as though they had
known each other for ages

“Hello, there, Lavinia, how's
the world treating youl™

“Oh, a little better, thank you,

Rod. How's It with vou?"
:'"Brl:hltr—-nh. Infinitely bright-

Lavinia looked forward to the
meetings. She enjoyed them.

She 701’:0: the hurt of a few
nights before, when she had
proven hersell to be such a dud
at bridge and dancing. She and
Rod talked, or sat in friendly
silence—understanding—two peo=
ple who seemed strangely in need
of each other.

It was beautiful, Tt was like
something out of a book.

dy Rand. the store, the
Zaological JDark, the Brookiyn
Museum—all faded from her
memory There was a new-born
eagerness aboul her—a new look
In_her eye.

“What's happening to you?®™
Margot Linden asked one day,
“You look like a girl in love.”

“Nonsense,” sald Lavinia. *“I'm
etting rested. The salt air is do-
ng wonderful things to me"

"Thal.,” sald Margot, "ls some-
thing you should take up with our
press agent”

Lavinia wrot. a long letter to
her aunt and one to Zoe. She
wanted to pour out a lot that she
felt, but restrained hersell. She
casunally referred to Rod as » man
she had recently met. a man who
seemed to like being with her
even if she wasn't a shining so-
cial light. That's all she sald abouat
him; just that and nothing more
She devoted the remainder of the
two lelters (o deseriptiona of the
scenery —and to detailed reports
of her bridge experience with
Mr. and Mrs. Masters, as we!l an
to what had happened when tha
men at the Inn tried to dance
with her

She felt gay at times—at fre-
quently increasing times

At other times she felt down-
right reckless And she would ask
berself what on earth had gotten
inta her

Roderiek Elljott the rocky
coast of Maine sengulls f
sunlight . . . turf . . . And Aunt

Dorcas up in Portland, studving
about whales!

Maybe life was meant for some-
thing benides working in a de-
partment store Mavbe it did
mean something to & girl besides
trying to become a depariment

rbe 1t would
ba better for a ..'!'f to come to
places like Harbor Head for her
vacations, instead of going to
quiet apots in Connecticut or off

to shoat lions or dig up citiea
And =, with a song upon hee
lips, and a lightness in her feel

Lavinia Prentiss once agatn hurs
ried out of the Cliftside Inn to
meet the voung man of the
wreeked and hat-buried hull
Summer was & marvelous season,
she decided: especially when vou
were out urder the sky, listen-
ing to the restless ocean. wateh-
ing the seagulls, sharing H all
with a plessant companion,
To be continned

NO COMEBACK FOR
SILK STOCKINGS

New York, Jan. 14— —The
president of the National Asso
ciation of Hosiery Manulsctur
ers, declaring the “ane Pearl
Harbor Is enough ' sald ‘oday
the stocking Industry was defl
nitely through with silk.

]
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On the Radio Chains

ATATIONS:
Chain  affillation and where
la;’ are on ihe dial:

ALE (MBS) 1330, Partland.
KEX (NHC-Blue) 1190, Portiand.
KUA (NBC-Mlue & MHs) 1510
spokane: KGO (NBC-Blos) A0,
San Francisra; KGW (SBC-Med)
a0, Porthand; KJR (NBC-Bloe)
1000, Seattle, KNX (CBS) 1070
Los Angeles; KOA (NAC-Hed) B30
Denver; KOIN (CBS) 870, Port.
050

|

land: KOMO (NRC-Red)
Seattle; KPO  (NBC-Hed) 650
Sam Francisen: KSL (CRS) 1168,

tional Retnil Dry Goods associn

n convention saic
| 1 hope we wor 't

o go back to
the old days and that American
manufascturers will give us new
products »o that we shall sever
have to return agnin W the
capricious Japanese markot

He said that excupt for v few

plants silk yarns «n hand were
virtunlly exhatusted and that it
appearsd that mvons woild be
the chief substitute
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