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behind a lot she does. The anly
person Ellssa thinks of Ls Zllssu—
and that's just another reason
wi ] 't seem that she
would harm Ann. She might have
wanted to, hut she'd have been

knows where she ia! I'm tomn right

she did, it's kind of almless tryin'
to pump anybody. You ain't sure
which you seen an' give nickels
to, an' I ain't sure which Jennie
an' 1 seen at the four comners.
There ain't really any place where
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Jyas shot In the phone booth JUst| py ANKIN sald that all he'd tried REBUILT...

“I'm sure she wasn't killed he-
fore five-thirty,” - Rankin sald.
“That was when I left with Judge
Houghton, And Lady Boop and 1
were there in the living room all
afternocon. Mayo, where is Miss
Olive?"

“That's s problem. I've been
Jookin® into,” sald, “without
success. Can you think of any rea-
son why Ann Joyce ahould be
dressed up in her clothes?”

“T ean't think of any reason for
any of this” Rankin said, “and
that least of all. Of coursa—"

“Of course whal"” Asey prompt-

ed.
“Well, Miss Olive 4 prett
much her own way,” !f:;kln nh{
“Week after next, when the place
gl going, you'll find it full of
dy Boops, Elissa s dtﬂniw‘lir
not a Whale Inn type. She adds
lamour to the place, she and
orace, and I think that's why
Mra. D. likes them to slay here.
They make the Boops of the world
feel worldly, Miss Olive lsn't a
Whale Inn type, elther. She knows
all the townspeople, but she
dossn’t have much to do either
with the Boops, or Elissa. She
never had much to do with Ann
Inst summer. 1 mean, they just
nodded and sald hello to each
other, But—this probably len't
worth telling you.

No Sosplelons

(0 ON," Asey sald. “Right now
I'm eager for crumbs.”
“Well, since Miza Olive's been
here thls year, I've noticed her
chatting of‘{an with Ann, One day
=1 don't remember if it waa
Wednesday or Thursday — Ann
picked up Miss Olive's coat from
a chair arm and tried it on. Miss
Olive looked annoyed and told
her to take it off at once, and sald
something about mockery that |
didn't hear, Now, when the doclor
told me it was Ann dressed up in
Miss Olive's clothes, I just took it
for granted she must have done it
for something at the Theater, But
then I remembered that scene,
sand 1 wonder, Mayo. D'you sup-
puse Ann just had the impulse to
dress up like her and see if she
could fool anyone? Bram Reid's
bBeen teaching her a lot about
make-up. Maybe, just for the hell
of t& she wanted to see if she
ol rrt away with being Miss
Olive for an afternoon.”

“Did you have any susplelons |

hams and ask them questions

to do, personally, was to fo-
cus his mind on motives.

“And look at the state of con-
fusion I'm in! But certainly Hane
son's men can find (ngerprints
and things like that!"

Asey amiled.

“A phone booth”™ he =ald, "is
sort of a lair for assorted finger-
prints, when you stop an' think
of It Or, at least, it would be if
Mrs. Doane hadn't been kind
enough to clean it out so nice
after she moved the body. Just
her movin' it from the booth to
the porch ain't bebn any aid, ex.
nctly, either. An' it there'd hap-
pened to of been prints on that
gun, Mre. Doane probably wiped
em off. Wa-el, I'll be seein’ you®

The door at the end of the hall
was njar, and Asey paused in the
act of I.Llhlﬂﬁ it open to listen to
the voice of Jennle soaring hlﬂl-
in argument with Hanson, in the
living room beyond. Then Mra
Doane and Freddy chimed in, and
then the bass voice of one of Han-
son's troopers.

Asey stood for a momont and
listened, mentally noting that if
he answered half the gquestions

they professed to have waliting for
him on the N& af their tongues he
would be talking for the rest of
the night.

With a weary algh, he turned
back up the hall, ﬁe didn't feel
like being pounced on, and he
didnt want any more problema
broached than the ones which
were alrendy bhesptting him,

He tiptoed past Rankin in the
smoking room, quietly opened a
window at the end of the hall, re.
moved the window screen, and
slid over the sill outdoors.

The rain had turned to a drizzle
while he was driving around
hunting Miss Olive, and now the
drizzle had turned to a thick, wet,
clammy fog that cut the light
from the street lamps down to »
small, bulging glow.

Asey walked over to a bench
near a birdbath, and sat dewn. It
had been hard enough trying te
find Misx Olive In a light rain, and
now, with this fog, It seemed a
little senseless to go driving from
one road to another when you
couldn't see any more of cars thar
the blur of their headlighta. He
could always round up the Hing:

Horace of the elusive last name
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RIFLE'S LIFE

Although a rifle may serve its owner for a lifetime, the actusl life of the gun ltself ls
shorter than the timoe it would ordinarily take to load. aim and fire It oncel Using, as an
Oxam_plu. & model 70 Winchesler chambered for the 30.08 cartridge, giving & muzzle
velocity of 2,700 F. 8, in a 24:inch barrel, the sverage accurate life of the pioce is esti-
muatod to be 3,000 shots, The actual time in which the bullet is passing through the barrel
for these 2.000 shots would be 2.222 seconds!
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