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Chapter 20
The Pecper

| L see i7" asked.
“Uh-huh. Looks like a beady-
eyed gnome. He keeps duckin
away. I think,” Cummings sai
“he suspects something!”
*“Wonder how [ cou “511 out-
nide quick,” Asey said. “You got

es where the nearest door |

rom here?™
“By the time you find
through this maze of halls," €
mings said, "thut gnome will be
ed ogre with

an old ﬂﬁ‘vb!. i
srthritis hy not jump him
through the window?

It seemed the simplest way, and
It probably would have been, if
the window hadn't stuck tight and
resisted every effort on the part
of Asey and the doctor to ralse it

“Wa-el” picked up a palr
of the doctor’s surgleal sclssors
and evened ofl a broken finger-
pail, “that's that! 1 never laid eye
on him, did you?"

Cummings anapped off the fiash-
light and tossed ?t. with an excla-
mation of disgust, onto the bureau,

*“] had & fine view of two legs,
he said. “He's tall for a gnome,
and 1 think [ saw some wings on
his ankles. And if he kept up the
ga:e he started off at, he's now

allway to Boston, You might
have one of Hanson's men posted
to catch him if he peeps around
again*

“1 mean 10" Asey said. *T'm
also goin® to locate Jennie, an' find
thut girl Freddy—"

"Wait,” Cummings sald, “Wait
n second before you go, Asey.”

o ., Doe, you been givin' us
b!uuu for dallyln' so, an' now
you—

“Yeu, yes, but that was when
I had a personal interest in. this
Now that T know it fsn't Miss
Olive," Cummings removed his
soat and hung it over a chair back,
“my interest is purely profes-
sional. I wanted to warn you
about Jonathan Rankin, Asey."

“Warn me about him?" Asey
: ;d in some surprise. “What
or?™

“Frankly, I'm amazed to notice
that you're on such good terms
with him,"” Cummings said. “He's
" lllpgvr)[ individual, Asey. ['ve
tréated him several times, and
I'va sent him a dozen bills, and
he's never pald the slightest at-
tention to them. That's why 1 in-
quired so tenderly after the state
of his health just now, I thought
it 1 accented the ‘bil’ in bilious, be
might take the hind, T don't trust
that man, and 1 never have, and 1
don't think you wﬂl to do any
more conflding in him!"™

The doctor was so vehement
;bum it that Ascy ralsed his eye-

rows

“I wouldn't say I confided in
him, Doc. He was the first person
I landed an here that I'd ever seen
before, an' 1 asked him questions,
He once dropped in at the house a
couple of years ago with a letter
of introduction from some friend
of Bill Porter's, He was lookin' up
the Mayo family, an’ Jennle give
him an earful. He seemed all right
to me, 1 don't think I'd care much
far his undiluted company on a
month's fishin' trip, say, but he
seems  pleasant enough. I had
Quite an entertainin’ time with
him that afternoon, discisain’ va-
rious an' sundry Mayos.”

"Oh, he can be charming as
hell' Cummings sald. “My wife
thinks he's wonderful, and posl-
tively distinguished looking, But
I tell you, he's a stippery custom-
er, and | wouldn't trust him an
ineh. I don't like men who go
around stroking thelr \"nndy{e
beards anyway. And leering!"

Line On Rankin
"‘"]!D'D you ever see him leer
ut?" Asey Inguired.

“Why last summor he used to
hang around the back stuge door
at the South Pochet Theater—
you know that barmn place my
wife's so crazy nbout. Used to
drag me there every week.” Cum-
mings rolled up his shirt sleeves.
"Woll. I've seens Rankin there any
number of times, standing and
Jeering at all the girls in the
d!’l;“ih‘ rooma. Used to make meo
sick!™

“Iden you're tryin' to get across
;l I‘:'.." you don't like Rankin,
1]

“T don't trust him,” Cummlings
returned, “There's a difference.
Al right, 8l right, look quizzical
i you want! You don't ﬁ‘ll\'! to
believe me!®

"1 wits Just thinkin',™ Asey sald,
“you sent me & bill last January,
an’ to the best of my knowledge
it's atill mittin' on the desk in my
living' room. 1 forgot it"

“Sametimes you're so damn
rh:mtahlr! about people,” Cum-
mings sald, "yougriake me speech-
Tesa! You take m ld\'in-.p:-\u',\‘.
and watch out for your friend
Rankin
through here™

There was no one In the Inn'a
living roam when Asey returmned
#. A little hand bell had been
4 on the desk, he noticed
he rang it, but no one eame
i service here” Asey mur-

d, “ls simply wonderful'

way
" Cum-

king over to the phone
bBooth, he opeted the door, pulled
ut the cord of the overhead elee-
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|trle light, and looked thought-
tully inside,

Hanson's men would probably
manage to find some fingerprints

| or same bits of microscupic evi
| dence. They usually did. Bui as
| far as eclues visible to the naked
eye were concerned, Mrs. Doane
| had done a fine, efficient job erad-
| {cating them,
Asey shrugged and walked the
| length of the living room and
| down the corridor leading from a
door to his lefi

Almost at once, he bumped vio-
lently into Jennie, bustling along
and muttering to herself.

“Where you been?" he held out
a hand to steady her.

“Land's sakes!" Jennie sald in
a harassed volee. *You've knocked
the breath out of me! Asey,
never! 1 never in all my life!™

“What's the matter?™

*Well, you let mo get into one
of those chalrs” Jennie sald, “an’
get pulled together, an' I'l tell
you. Here, Come aover to this sofa.”

Asey helped her get settled, and
then ask her aguin what the
matter was,

“Well! 1 come In from the
porch,” Jennie said, “an’ what do
you think, Asey? Mrs. Doane had
only got to callin® the doctor then!
She was just askin’ for his num-
ber, What she'd heen d,nl.n’lnltlII the

an't

time after she left us,
know! So | said 1'd talk to him,
an' I did. I told him what'd hup-
pened, an' to hurry over guick”

Asey nodded, 'l wondered about
that, an' why he mentioned you
an’ not her. What then?"

Burprise For Freddy

'WIEN I put the phone down,
she asked me if I'd had any
supper, an' I told her just some
sandwiches at the drugstore, an’
rlth away she had me by the arm
an’ was sweepin’ me oul to the
kitchen, ‘Washington,' says she,
‘you get buxy an’ 'ur-i Mre. Mayo
a good meal. And,' saya she, "tell
her all about your voyage in the
barque Dexter.’ And out she went!
Welll”

“Didn't you follow her?"

*] started to,” Jennle said, “but
Washy plumped me down onto a
chair, an’ I tel]l you, Asey, you
mi,hl Just as well try to get your.
:fil \ from an octopis s

mi*

“Uh-huh. I notieed nut there in
the woods” Asey said, “that
Washy was kind of a hard man
to get away from."

“Hard? I never seen nothin' like
him! Asey. | followed the barque
Dexter from Boston around Cape
Horn to Sydney, an' then," Jennle
sald wearily, “all of the way back!

' through two mutinies, 1
have, an' I lost all the masts three
times. Maybe four times. An' the
beef got weevillyl She was awful
up set, Asey!"

Asoy fwa It as his opinion thal

ractically any ship would have

en upset under the clrcum:
stances.

“T don't mean the barque Dex-
ter, Asey! 1 mean Mra, Doane!
Somethin's wrong. 1 think it's the
daughter."”

“Where Is she, anyway? Asey
nsked,

Jennle shook her head.

“I don't know. I haven't seen
any sign of her. | tried so hard,
.‘\us, to get away from that man
an' find out what Mrs. Doane was
doln'! But every time 1 got up, he
sat me down., Asey, what you
laughin' about? It wasn't a ol
tunny!™

“Maybe It aln't funny to you
now," Asey sald, "but in a day o1
#0 it'll probably hit your funny
bane, too. How'd you manage to
get away?™

“He wenlt into the pantry to gel
me some ple, just now, an® | run
out! Asey, there's the glel, now!™

Jennie pointed toward the front
daor,

Froddy Doane came In, taok off
her dripping ralncoat, rolled it up
and slung it over the corner des
| into the cupboard beyond
| "Are you two still here?™ She
| tried to sound severe, but she ob-
| viously was in too buoyant a mood
| to be at all suceessful. “Look, )
know you're from around here
| somewhere, and vou've made a
mistake and got this place mixed
up with some other inn. Bur if
| Mother finds you here after ahe's
| sefyl you away once, she'll simply
| ralse the roof! Mother's in a l.lk'n_t
state tonight, anyway. Won't you
| be h‘ln|l\.:l:1nii dash off before she

v," Jennie

“you know what 1
| that girl don't know a'thing abow
| Misa Olive's bein' killed! She
don't know a thing about what's
| been goin' on here!™
| “About what?™ the girl walked
ln\'rr (1] EL‘I'-’I. quickly. “"What did
| ¥ou say?

Asey watched Jennie's face m
she looked at the girl Washy had
jexanperated his cousin, and My
Doane puzzeled her, but the daugh-
ter was appare meohe mote
1o her liking A t deal more.
Asey mental i, as Jen
nie held oul t J

“Comp over here, de
down. You don't know

pou don't. Well, Mass Oliv

led."

lankly,
think

: Te be continued

Igation was notified pfter &
work crew discovered loss of
the 200-pound Insulators.
TURKEY SHOW
| Roseburg, Ore, Dec
The thirteenth annual

10 (1
North

western Turkey Shows opened
sl Oakland Tuesday with ap
proximately 1100 turkeys enter
ed by 152 exhibitors from Ore
gon, Washington and Callfornin
with one display from North
Dakota,
NO MORE WEATHER

Tacomn, Dee, 10—44"—0Offle
lals of the Washington state
highway department said today
they could no longer issue daily
westher reparts and Information
jon ski conditions in the state's

snow resorts because of the na
tonal emergency

Chinese ages ago, was probably
Ithe first known plastic,
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On the Radio Chains
STATIONS:
Chaln  affillation and where
they are wn the dlal:
KALE (MBS, 1330, Portland,
KEX (NBC-Woe) 1100, Portiand.

i,
1060, Seattle; KNX (Cls) 050
Los Angeles; KOA (NBC-Ked) R0,

Portland; KIN (NBC-Bluey

Denver; KOIN (CHS) 870, Port.
landi KOMO  (NBO-Hed) @50
Seattle; KPO  (NBC-Red) G850

Kan Franoisoa; KSL (CBS) llﬂ:
Sall Lake City,

— e Shown je PRT
Wednesday |

800 p. *
KOO, KJR: Big Town, KSL; Jane |

land, KEX; Stara of Today, KGW; |
Dun Winalow of the Navy, KFO, |
830 p. m—Dr. Christinn, KSL;

Nows af the World, KOO, KIR, KEX: | 5. jeom:

Blll Henry, KNX: Eyer of the Worid, |
KOIN; Parert-Tescher Am'n, KPO

fecrot City, KJR; Cinnamon Bear, ..o qall, KPO. KEX.
KEX, Judy Splinters, KOO, Scandi- 1100 p. m—Daneing with Claney, 8:16 p. m~Lum and Abner, KPO,
navian Reporter, KJR, Toulght's Best | poe  pogw. Wilbur Hsteh's Orel., .KGW. KOMO: Lanny Ross, KNX,
Buys, ENX, KOIN. | KOIN., KSL: This Moving Worla, | KOIN, KSL
830 p. m.—Penthouss Party, KOO, | gip KEX: News, ENX; Evening Rev- 830 p. m—Maudie's Diary, KNX,
EJR, KEX; Contert by Kalanh, KPO! | cren KOMO. KOIN; Baunders of Circle X KGO,
Dig Town, KNX, KOIN; MHighlight| — e EEX: Fanny Brice, EPO, KOMO,
Hour, EOMO. 1 Thursduy KGW; News, KSL! Flowers for the
T00 p, m~Clenn Miller's Ofch, 5:00 p  m—Adwnture Storiea ' Living, KEX: Hot Stove League, KJR.

Leon
Bpraynorzie, KSL,

F. Drews

KNX, KS5L, KOIN: American Maslody
Hour, KGO, KEX, KIR, Kay Kysers
Musi=sl Quiz. KPO, KOW, KOMO,

i T30 p. m—Nows Hive and Atyoad. | Ken Stevens and Erwin Yeo i
KOO, KJR: Modern Musie Box, KEX: | Eyes of the World, KOIN, Den Wine
KOIN: Clarke and |sow of the Navy, KPO.

'IGO. KJR, Death Valley Days KSL; |
Jane Arden, KOMO: Adventures (o
Toyland., KEX; Stars of Today, KOW;
KRX;

30 p. m~Duffy's Tawern, KBL;

| |
800 p. m—Quir Kids, KGO, KEX. News of the World, KGO, KEX, KJR: |

KGA (NBC-lloe & MHES) 1510 Mgegp. o n'
Spokane; KGO (SMIC-Bioey #10, || 220 TS T
Ran Francisn; KGW (SPBC-Red) | KOMO,

Andy, ENX, KOIX. gicardon
Point Sublime. KPO. KOW.| xOMO; Tonlght's Best Buye, KNX: |

Rhspsxiies, KPO, KOW,

Leon . Drews, KOIN. |

B8 p. m—Lanny Hows KNX, KSL, !

IKOL“
B30 p. m~Time To fmile, XPO, 4,

ing Croaby
KOW, KOMO; Basy Aces, KOO, KEX. | ek el S
[ RJR; Pred Alien, KOIN, KXX; Hyma | """ 008 s, . Juay Dg
| Service, KEL.
m~Mr, District Attomey.
Basip Street

920

"

EPO, KOMO, KGW;
Chamber Music. KGO; Newn. KJR | 500, KJR, KEX
mo—Adventure SO0 g Moonlight Sonats, KEX. |
| Whiteman's
Arden. KOMO, Adventures 1o To¥-| ooy gwEx KJR, KOO: Reporter
KOGW, RKOMD. Newa,

1000 P

Nemn, KPO
KNX KOIN
10:40  p

KEL: Munte

m.—Paul

m.—8laniey
John Sullivan's Oreh
for Listening
| Broagway Bandwagon, KEX; Public
6:00 p.om—Fred Allen, KSL, Prod | geenis  KNX: The

Waring's Orch., KPO, KOW, KOMQ) | wopn: Christmas Pund, KOMO; Con-

World Today. |

6:00 p. m.—Major Bowes' Original
| Amateur Hour, KNX, KEL, KOIN;
KPO, KOMO, KOW:

| oY,
KJIR.
6:30 p. m.—~Joe Galllechic’s Or-fh.‘

KGO; Beandinavian HReporter

| 700 p. m—Glean Millsr's Ovch.
KOIN, ENX, KSL: Cugst Rumba Re-
vue, KPO, KOMO, KGOW,; Rudy Val-
iee, KEX, KGO, KJR
730 p, m—~Pmnk Pay, KPO, KOW,
KOMO: News Hers and Atroad, KOO,

ton's
N oen | ®EX, KR Who Dunntt, KNX.
aw,; | KOIN, KEL
i 8:00 p, m—Amoa ‘n' Andy, KNX,
KBL, KOIN; Pred Waring, KPO,

KOMO, KOW; March of Time, KJR,

UNINTERRUPTED

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

WHILE PBSORBED IN EX-

OF NI

~

&Ef5 UP WithOuT PROTEST

CifG BOOK 15 ASKED O AND HERDS TOR PANTRY,
EBY AUNTELLA B DRINK  EVES O BooK
CE COLD WHTER

FUMBLES ON SHELF UNL  GDES N0 KICHEN, |
FINGERS CLOSE RROUND  PUSHING DOOR OPEN
Wit WIS ELBOW

6LA%S

PERORMS DIFFCULT FEAT  ADLDS £LASS UNDER BACKS OUT THROUEH 15 PRAISED YOR MAVING 5D
OF TURNING ON FAUCET  FRUCET UNTILME XXOWS  KITCHER AND PANTRY  WiLLINEIY INTERRUPTED
WiH HAND HOLDING 115 FULL BY WAIER DOLRS RND M@s Hi5 READING, AND WON -
ME aLpeS RUNNING OVER LRSS OF Wi DERS VASUELY Wi
B ARE TAING ABOVT
12-1 Malsnsed by The Dell Ryndieate. Inc ) _I

200 p. m—EBasy Aces, KGO, KEX,
KJR; Dutfys Tawern, ENX, EOIN;
Aldrich Pamily, EPQO. KOMO. XOW;
Sports, KSL

B30 p. m—Musle in the Moon-
lght, ROW, KPO; Death Valiey Days,
KNX, KOIN: Noews, KSL. XJR: Moon-
light Benata, KEX: Musical Quin-
ella, KOMO

10:00 p, m—America's Town Moet-
ing of the Alr, KGO, RJR. KEX: Re-
porter Newa, EPFO, KOMO, KGW!
News, ENX: Masterworks of Muaie,
KSL: PFive Star Pinal, KOIN

30 p, m~—Ed Stoker's Musle,
EGW, Reid Thnnsra Ovch, KBL:

Masterworks of Musle, ENX: m|
World Today, EOQIN: Industry and
Defense, KOMO; Concert Hall, RPO.

11:00 p. m—~Btchings in Bras,

SENTRY FIRES
San Franciseo, Dec. 10—P—
Mrs. Mario Sayre, 27, of San
Francisco, lay critically injured

KPO; This Moving Weorld, KJR, KEX; lat a hospital today, victim of
Harry Owens, KSL, KOIN; !Iun.-. bullet fired at an automobile

ENX. i

Salem, Dec. 10.—(F—Secre-
tary of State Earl Snell left|
for Chicago today to attend a
meeting of the war depart-
ment's highway advisory com-|
mittee, of which- he Is one of
five members,

by & sentry during Monday
night's air raid blackout. The
sentry, stationed at a San Fran-
clsco approach to the San Fran-
cisco-Onkland Bay bridge said
he fired after his order to balt
was disregarded.
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I&NDQ%CBARWED IgF
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1% HUNGARY'S M

STRANGE AS IT SEEMS

-

£ COUNTRY'S MONARCHY:,
OST SACRED RELIC/

by JOHN HIX

FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 900 YEARS
e OAL a?;dgé‘;rmw ON A TouR.
/

HUNGARIAN TOW

LON
CARRIED. THROUGH

Hungarian state.

of Hungarian towns,

LI'L. ABNER—One-Way Passage!

- HoLLOW LoGs,
2> 5= '
:2-;0.._-'_:"- ~ n—E}_ AL
DEAD HAND

Pope Sylvester 1I rec

ized the c

Prncelon football siar-
DézoPmCKED EXPERTLY WITH
|THE§‘ FOOT...V5. HARVARD
IN | HE BOOTED &4 FIELD
] emhe, 2 WITH HIS LEFT
’

WITH RIS RIGHT .

Stephen. first Hungarian monarch, was one of the great constructive statesmen of history.
His reign (297-1033) resulted In the firm establishment of the Hungarian church and
g y's nationality by endowing the young
Magyar prince with a crown. In 1938 his mummified hand, which has been kept as a sacred
relic in Budapest for 900 years. was taken in a specially constructed rallway car on a tour
The hand, in its ancient shrine, reposed on a cloth of red velvet and
was guarded by 16 carefully chosen soldiers known as “Guardians of the Hungarian Crown.”

TOMORROW: Cannonball Town!
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BUT, MISTUH- 1’3
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A
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I'M A SURGEON/-

SENATOR SAWBLCK | WAL-THASS
IS PERILOUSLY ILL AT DIFFRUNTY

THE. METROPOLITAN D
HOSPITAL f-HE NEEDS |TAKE HIM
AN OFERATIO THAR.”
INSTANTLY /7~
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By HAL FORREST

HE IS REVIVING/
TIE HIM ULUP“

YOU..YOU JEZEBEL!/ . YOU
YOU'RE A TRAITOR TO

LED ME INTO THIS TRAP//
TH WESTERN HEMISPHERE!

<

7 1 ANT GOING T

. o

Paplermache, known to the |

I

BE N NO

o —
HURRY TO LEAVE THIS HOSPITAL _ =
1 NEED A GOOD REST_.HOWS &

THINGS AT THE HOTEL,SADIE

? 4

/E\.‘E‘&Vu'u&S GOING -xm\.a\
FINE..MR. MJUGH ADAMS N
BROUGHT IN SOME WILD DUCKS.
HE HAD A PARTY OF FOUR -
AND THE NEW COOK PRE-
PARED THEM SO NICE HE

SENT HER A FIVE- 3

DOWAR TP __—"
N

AETER TCOAY

ON THE CONTRARY, LT. MILLIGAN , |
AM A HEROINE TO MY COUNTRY..
VERSALIA, .. FOR SELECTING SUCH
AN IMPORTANT PERSON AS YOU

(1 WEARD THE NEBAS
TALKING ABOUT YOU AT THE
TARLE AND ME SAID HE
WASNT SOING TO Pay
THE HOSPITAL BILLS

YOUR

YOU SHALL RECEIVE

7 l
MEANWHILE, YOU MAY
WATCH ME OPERATE UPOM

REWARD, FREDA

TJHIS FLYER /

By SOL HESS

ILL BET OuT
AINT

OF HERE __1

AINT ENTIRELY WELL,BUT 1
SICK ENOUGH, TO PAY
MY OWN EXPENSE!
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