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Chapter 13
The Pickax Mystery
"“F&-!:L" Asey mald, “Ellssa’s

findin’ out fast. She seems to
have been purchasin’ a pickax.
See her?"

Rankin eraned his neck “No."

*Look into the mirror™
obligingly moved over toward
Asey.

Rankin wriggled himsalf around
until be finally caught a glimpse of |

Mrs. Hingham with her newly pur- |
chased pfch Ver

x.

Then, after stralghtening out
his collar and tie and pull.mg his
coat back In place, he shook his
head and announced that it was all
bczmd him.

All 1 can say is that the sight
of Elizsa Hingham bearing a plck-
ax starties me a lot more thau the
sight of her dead body ever would!

ayo, now that she's got her pick-
ax, what d'vou expect she intends
to do with i

“Wa-el" Asey sald, "most usu.
ally when peofin buy pickaxes
they plan to dig. But you can't
ever tell. Maybe Mrs. Hingham's
aimin’ to join the W.P.A"

n sighed,

“May, do you always take this
sort of thing so lightly? Here you
are tralling a body, and yuué:sﬂ
Here's Elissa removing a ¥
ml&tzm don't seem to care a
whit!

“1 care deeply” mnld
*Hold on some more, m.lnktn.
we're startin' up again, just's
aoon's they get by.” L

He and nson bumped thelr
heads trying to get a clear view of
the car as it went past

“What did that guy driving
have on?" Hanson asked curiously.
“He seemed to have somethin
funn{y around his neck. Was It a
scarf, Asey?

“Couldn't see™
swung the police car out
of its parking space and started
after the sedan.

“I got a pretty look at him.”
Hanson said. “I' think I've seen
that guy somewhere hefore. Did
he look like someone you knew,
Asev? Did he look familiar?™

“Didn’t notice.

His crisp, abrupt answers, in
such contrast to his easy, joking
manner of & minute before, ll'?-

red to trouble Rankin, He
ooked questioningly at Hanson,
who merely shru

‘Whlt'smni! nkin formed
the words with his lips

en the car swerved around
a corner, Hanson took the occasion
fo whisper in Rankin's ear as he
lurched against him,

“Ascy’s like that some times"”

Ang. keeping just in sight the
hilugﬂu of the containing
Mrs. Hin

no attention to either of hix pas-
sengers.

This whole thing was niunt
fishier by the minute, he though
Again the driver of the sedan was
hurtling along at a tarrific speed,
cutting corners, slamming past
side roads, And he wasn't headin

|don't all follow.”

am and her friend, paid ! it

*How'd you know?" Rankin de.
manded.
"1 guessed. What was that
bandy-legged fellow in tights sup-
to be? No wander he stayed
hrt ﬂ:e car where nobody could see
m!*
“He,” Rankin sald, “was a page.
T asked him from what. and he
said, just a page. Mayo, did you
know this was the South Pochet
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Barn Theater?”
*It come to me after we hit the
side Road,” Asey said “I drove
Belsey Porter to their formal |
openin’ last summer. Why'd Mra.
ingham choose such a round-
about way to remove a rug? Was
it Mrs. Doane's rug?™ |
“No, her own” Rankin sald
“She bought it last week in Hy-
annis, and Bram Reid, the director,
saw it and wanted it for the set o
their first play here, She refused
to let him have it, but tonight she
decided she was—I quote—a self- l
ish pig, and he could have the rug.
Her migraine at once left her, 5o |
she phoned for someone to come
and help her get the rug”™
“Somehow,” Asey said,

“that

“*That's Elissa's story. After
troubling Mra. D. =0 much with
her migraine, she didn't want to
trouble Mrs. D, any more. So she
hit on the roof route. Maybe that
sounds illogical to you, Mayo?"

“It ain't the most sterlin’ logie
I ever lieard,” Asey admitted.

“Let me assure you ivs charac-
teristic. The pickax, I might add,

is a prop.

*“Just what kind of a play,” Asey
started the car, “needs a page boy
with a ruff, an' a pickax, an' »
Persian rug?™

“Elissa said it was a dear liitle
fantasy,” Rankin told him, “and
I see no reason to doubt her, Er—
now you know a little more aboul
Ellssa, don't you, Mayo?"

“She certainly scoms like »
creature of impulse” Asey sald
“What is she, an actress?™ !

Rankin said that depended en.
"“’é" on one’s point of view,

“Personally, I'd sum her up ass
thwarted prima Now
what?"

“"What I'd like,” Hanson said,
“Is some food, 1 been up at Camf
Edwards all day teaching the tral-
fic squad, and [ rushed down here
without  dinner when Jennle
ealled. We ful time enough to get
some food, haven't we, Asey?™

Mrs. Cluiterfield

"‘V}MT we got to do,” Asey sald,

“ia to get straight back to the
Inn an' comb the place from atiie
to cellar an' give Mrs, Doane and
everybody else a little refined
third degreein'. An' if you want to |
klek me for gettin' sidetracked on
thl crazy chase, go on, I deserve

donna.

“Did you have dinner?” Hanson
inguired coldly.
hNn L

“Well, then!™ Hanson sald
“Let's stop anyway at the corner
diner and get some sandwiches. It
wasn't a rrnrr chase, Asey, and il
it'd taken a little longer, why we'd

for any remote beach or seclud

wonds. He was heading Into South

Pochet village, which was well

lighted and well populated, and in

g;genl no place o dispote of a
ly.

One

Mysiery Solved
t had certainly looked like a
body up there on the roof, Asey

!Jmughl. It had every appearance
?flnl ody. Mrs, Hingham had cer-
ninly

rurchurd a pickax, which
certainly would come [n very
handy for burying a body,

But vediggers would hardly
getoul in enstume, And under Mrs,
FPingham's trench coat she was
wraring something that looked
1ike an evening dress to Asey. And
the man driving that car had what
sremed to be a ruff around his
neck, and his coat looked more |
like a satin waist.

Those costumes, and that crazy
driving! :\u-!r shook his head,

It it should turn out that thia
excursion was a wildgoose chase,
nz he now strongly suspected, he
was going to look like consider

been longer, wouldn't we? So we
eertainly got ten minutes to get
some sandwiches, Gel "em and eat
‘em In the car, huh?™

“Somethin' within me says we
ahouldn't stop, an” somethin’ else

| wles,
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SUBURBAN HEIGHTS

HAND-SEWN BoaTs...
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HEALTH BY TOBACCO
Nicotinic acid. derived from nicotine. ls the pellagra-preventing member of the vitamin B

says we will"” Asey drew up at the
corner diner. “"Get me anything
that's ready, an' some caffes in one
of those paper things."

Hanson urged him (o come In,

*“Nope. If 1 do Asey sald,
“we'll just find ourselves aittin’
down xlrim' ourselves on Artie's
prire f\fty-cent dinner. Bring it
out, an' hurry up!”

"Well, all right,” Hanson sald
reluctantly.

It was plain that the idea of
gorging himself on one of Artie's
regular dinners appealed to Han.
son a lot more than the thought of
a few ready-made sandwiches to
be gulped down en route.

“;lnr:hin." Asey sald, “would
you step in there after him an'
stand at his elbow in a menacin'
fashion an' kﬂ-c him from sue.
cumbin’ to anythin® that requires
time* Me knows I'm hungry my-

able of a fool. But that wouldn't|
matter, What would matter was
that In racing off from the Inn, ml
might well have presented to |
sumeane, on & silver platier, the |
fpportunity of making away with |
1he body In comparstive peace and |
safety. |

And there was always that fan. |
tastic possibility rearing itsa u ly|
head that Mre, Clutterfield and her
man Friday might have had the |
body all the time anyway! |

The ear ahead cut off on a side |
road, and a little smile began to
play around Asey's mouth. He|
thought he was beginning to un- |
deratand this,

“Hey, Asey, where's this road
o 15" Hanson wanted to know, |
“lan't this the way to that dairy |
farm?™ |

Tt war®

He drew the police car up by
the barn fust a8 M Hingham
alighted from the zedan

“Ah!" Hanson said with relish.
“They're golng to drag It out
Comae ont™

He and Rankin leapt from the
ear, but Asey stayed behind the
whee!

He was chewing on his pipe stem
rhm they retumed a few minutes
alor |

“Arey,” Hanson sald breathless
ly, "vou know what? You know
what that was? You know what
we been following all this time?"

*Rug, huh?™ Asey said.

sell, an’ he'll tease me into a full
meal if I go in™

Rankin laughed. “After that
drive, I should think you'd need
a rare maal to restore you, any.
way! Sure, I'll restrain him for
you™

Asey sat up with a jerk as a cay
drove past the diner

Lurched was maybe s better
word than drove, he thought. Tt
had lurehed so close to Artle's
neon sign that the fender almost
scraped the post

Then Asey noticed the license.
plate numbers. It was Mra. Clut.
terfield's car!

Asey's hand went to the switch
key. He started the car, and then,
when the big sedan had lurched on
down the road a way, he unosten
tatiously slid the police ear out of
Artie’'s driveway after it

Something was certainly the
matter with Mra, Clutterfleld’s
chauffeur. Something was basical-
Iy and radically wron

w eedan wa ed from one
side of the road 1o the other, but
mostly It preferred the left alde,
to the Infinite annoyance of the
several drivers who practically
had to force thelr cars up trees, in
order to eacape imminent eollision

Recognizing the police car, one
of the drivers howled ||m:n'.\r at
Asoy 1o pull that damn drunk off
the road before she hurt somaes

bady,

To ba contlnued

INDUSTRY'S IDEAS OF
STRIKE CONTROL GIVEN

New York, Dec. 2 —i—
Industry's wishes in regard 1o

nntiatrike legislation for defense
lines were outlined todny st the
opening session of the national
Industrial counecil of the National
Assoclation of Manufacturers

R. 8. Smethurst, counsel for
the N.AM., told the counill, st
tended by approximately 1,000
representatives of trade associn-
Iilnm. that bills introduced by

Representative Howard Smith
(D-Va) and Senator Clyde Her
‘ring (D-lowa) came closest o
.mﬂ-tlnn view of manufacturers,

U. 8. SOLONS ABROAD
Plymouth, Eng., Dec 2.—iP
—Five members of the United
States house of representatlives

today under the guldance of

PEOP : % pl The C ittee on focd and Nutrition of the National Research Council recommends
8&"% LE 6 CA [ that white flour be enriched with nicotinle acid.
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LI'L. ABNER—What Does This Mean? : ; By AL CAPP
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THE NEBBS—Poor Rich Emma
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