Chapter 32
Who? i

"l‘l‘ WAS that party this alter-
noon,” Jelf went on. “God! 1t
only I'd been awake. It's so aim-
ple. She stood in the window,
Haila, she stood there for ten min-
utes. And then, after she moved
Away ... after she moved away,
the shot came through She
draped herself in the window, a
perfect target for the Esquador
Hotel, and nothing happened. But
after she moved away . .. not till
then, was the shot fired. Don't
you see what it means, Haila?
That bullet wasn't‘meant to kill
Carol!"
“Wasn't meant to ., .
*“That shot was fired through

the window to keep us thinking
:j!}:!_c.aml was the intended vic-

“But if it wasn't Carol, then
:‘!;?_‘_wu the murderer trying o

“Eve. Eve North was the victim
all along. And the murderer made
his mistake the first night, not the
second, His mistake was when he
poisoned Carol, not when he
stabbed Eve.”

“Eve North.™ I shook my head.
It was too much for me,

“It was Eve who was supposed
to have been killed, And she was!
Carol's safe. And you're safe, so
g to bed TU you in the
morning.”

He left me in the doorway and
I could hear him taking the steps
three nt a time, 1 glanced at the
closed bedroom door and then at
my waltch, It was twenty minutes
to three.

1 got sheets and blankets out of
the hall closet, stulfed one of the
big sofa pillows into a case ond
made up iy bed on the studio
couch

I didn’t think I would disturb
Carol

Theater Al Three

HE monotonous drumming of

rain at the window awakened
me and 1 sat u wundrrlng} why
I felt glum and sour and hang-
overish. Then I remembered.
Carol was in m: room and she
and I had a few things to straight-
en out and there was no use put-
ting it off Jonger, 1 went quietly
ta the bedroom and opened the
door.

The room was empty and the
bed had elther been made or not
slept in at all, There was a little
fnp batween my row of dresses
n the closet where Carol's
clothes had hung and a wvacant
spaco on the shelf where 1 had
stuck her suitcase. A sprinkling
of powder and a few blond hair-
l:m: wedged inlo the cracks of

he dresser drawer were all that
remained of Carol's brlonf‘mm.

I breathed a sigh of relief and
experienced my first kindly feel.
ings toward her since Jeff had
exploded his bombshell the night
bofore. 1 was sincerely grateful
for her thIm-t exodus, for 1 had
dreaded the chat that was sched-
uled more than I cared to admit,

Well, that was that. And the
next time I befriended a gal she
would be s Golden Eagle Scout
or a certified BSunday School
teacher,

1 bathed and dressed and with
& cup of strong black coffes at my
elbow and the long neglected |

maybe you were mistaken, Alice
Good-by.”

I hung up and for ten minules
aced the floor, I was wondering
Il I should esll Greeley Morris
and what would happen if 1 did
when the phone shrilled in mi
ear. 1 jumped a mile before
picked it up,

“Hello, you blg bum!™

“This is Alice. Jefl just called
me, Halla, But he was in a hurry.
I didn't have a chance o tell him
about you."

“Where was he?™

*l don't know where he called
from. But he's going to be at the
| theater at three, He asked me to
| ket hold of Phoebe Thompson and

hley and tell them to there,
too, I don't know what's happen-
ing, do you! He was very mys-
terious.”

: “Well, you know more than [

0.

“Will you be there?"

“I haven't boen invited,”

“Don't be silly! Jeff secmed In
a terrible rush. You're in this as
much as anybody.”

I replaced the phone and
leaned back. Alice, Phoche, Ash-
ley and Jefl! Well, either Jefl was
going 1o have the girls teach him
and Steve to dance or something
was gnmf to happen, And he was

ing to let it happen without me,

at's what he thought!

I changed into some old clothes,
put an my plaid trench cout an
started out. It was still raining in
a steady downpour, but it wasn't
a cold rain and it felt elean and
soft on my face. [ splashed over
to Broadway. Before I got there
the rain had turned to snow and
the pavements were mush cov-
ered. The day darkened and the
lights shone mistily through sky-
scraper office windows,

Through the great oval glass of
a restaurant | thought I eould
smell the fragrance of the steam-
ing coffee thut was being served
inside. At once | was hungry and
cold and 1 stopped uncertainly to
peer at my watch. Not quite two-
thirty. There was I’)]I'l’ﬂ_‘p‘ of time
for a sandwich and a cup of cof-
fee, Then, with o nice display of
will power, I turned my head and
went on, 1t would be better to
arrive at the theater a little early
than a little late. T wanted to see
Jeff's flush of pleased surprise
when he got thers and spied me.

On Slage Again

A LICE MeDONALD was stand-
<A ing at the entrance of the
Colony stage alicy, With her man-
nish black rubber slicker, an old
felt hat pulled down over her
eye and overshoes on low-heeled
brugans, she looked ready for a
hurricane.

“Nice day, Alice, for you know
what."

“I love it, the wind and the
raln."

“Anyone here yet?™

“No, nobody, Let's go in™

“You bet"

*“Oh, Nick’s here. Asleep in his
chalr at the door as usual, We'll
be careful not to waken the poor
old man.”

Together we slathed down the
alley, almost dark now, and
through the stage door. Nick was
at the low table just inside, his

ipe in his mouth and his head
pent over a sheafl of papers. He
was sound asleep, Thore wasn't a
movement from him as we
slipped by and went out ento the
sage.

Notking had been changed

|

Though Heavens Fall on my lap, | since that tragic night when 1 had

I calmly settled myself to wait| opened the

door on stage right

for Jefl's eall, | and found Eve North's dead body

On page four I gave up. Every

huddled behind it. Even the small

character was saying: “Caral was; hand props scattered about the
never meant 1o be killed. . . . No- | room were as we had left them,

body tried to kill Carol. .., It was | the scarlet-tipped
Eve all alunF. Eve who was the|rettes that I had
1@ gat in the window | the ssh trays, H

4

vietim. ., . 5§
ten minutes . , ., & perfect target
« -« And then she moved away. ..
Carol's safe . . , a dipsomanine , ,
& thief . . . she hhr‘o(malll people
, « s« Dt no one tried to kill
her. ...
1 shut Though Heavens Fall In
disgust and flung it at the tele-
hone, Twelve - thirty and  Jeff
adn't called. Keep me informed,
would he? Call me in the morn-
ing, keep in constant fouch with
me, was that what he had sald?
I dialed his number and there
was no answer. 1 ealled it every
five minutes until one o'clock and
then I decided to do some sleuth-
ing on my own
called Steve Brown's hotel
and the desk clerk sald there was

no answer, Tommy Nellson wasn't
in his room. Philip Ashley told
ma In brief, unpleasant terms

that he didn’t give a damn about
Mr. Jefl Troy's whereabouts, 1
dinléd the Rehearsal Club num.
ber and suceeeded in  getting
Alice McDonald sway from an
important seript,

“Thin ix Hatla,” I said. *Alice,
have you seen anything of Jelf?"

“I've_been locked up in my
room all morning with an impor-
tant script that , "~

know. Thanks 1

i:-.u_\‘se Jefl had called you, Solfr
ong."

'if“"!“l Walt & second!™

Lo y ol

"Why would Jeff eall ma®* !

“No special rbeason, [ Just|?
thought mavbe he had "™ tt

*Haila, saw Camol
walking down Fifty-third Street
aione thix morning lsa't that ., . .
dangerous?™

“No. it's all right I mean . .

Tillamook Gets Mural

| that I had wi
.| Ke

thought | Je

tubs of ciga-
noked still in
f hidden by the
k was the note
en while old Ben
r and 1 had played that last

blotter on the

nn

Except for a single shadeless
rehearsal Jamp that d  ludi
erously in the center of that lave-

Iy set and filled it with a bleak
o. It

white glare, it was all the e,
| seemed strange to me, for no rea-
son at all, that so much could
| have happened t« ! of us who
played there wi it remained

serenely unchang

Alice’'s hand tened on my
arm and we walked over to the
light. “Haila* said  softly,
“has Jeff found out anything
Does he know , , "
| "l haven't seen him »
night” 1 p i my arm awa
from her. ‘ in't care for Alic
when she got intense

“He knows who the musderer

s, doesn't he?"
| “Jefl doean't confide in me, the
big goop.”

'|h‘ knows; that's
having everyons
told you who it

"1 said that ,

*“1 know. You won't tell me. It's
Halla

you're

Blanton  arm an

L Wa.
| ered, na if it had been a candle,
| and went out

] Te be continwed
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day a fascist submarine in the
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T:30 p. m—Johtiny Presents, KPO,
EOMO, EOW; Information Please,

5:00 p. m~Treasury Hour, ENX,| Variety Prgm., KOIN,
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Barker's BIG Sale

Sanforized
WASH SLACKS

$1.19
Barkercs

Store or Maen

vt terrday

Plane Crash Kills 13
rseille, France, Sept
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'SUBURBAN HEIGHTS

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS
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FRED PERLEY WAS S0 DETERMINED NOT 10 BE
" R SR R e
| LED | STATION HE
INSISTED ON PLAYING OUT THE HAND ON “HE PLATFORN

\i
¢

|
GREHP‘DE f

WAS &0 NAMED BY Tik
Fﬁggcr-l BECAUSE (T
L KED LIKE A
POMEGRANATE...YET
= 'fogm WE CALL THEM
YPINEAPPLES*/

E-LEGGED SLALOM f

JEAN-YVES GOSSELIN-
Quebec, Canada -

SASMEDN
W Gy oNE s

HE EVEN FERFORMS THE DIFFICULT SLALOM...

—

il bt A iyt
ONE-S5KI SKIER
At the age of s'x Jean Gosilin developed tuberculesis of the right knee. and it becamas
necessory to amputate his leg. Determined not to spend his Lifu #x an invalld, Gosselin de-
cided to try (o do things that pecple with two legs dc. He took up skiing and within a year was ‘ '
uble to slide down a hill near his home—wish the aid of crutcnes,
Alter loag practice he succesded in staying on one leg—balancing himself with skl poles.

AL 'l'l-!'l‘I -Ialon;. an aven! Irlhich“:l :suai‘lv & raca against time on & downhill, slg sag covrse, is diffi-
9.2 2 e P 2 Wity cult even for most two-legged skiors!
- {Ruiensl W Tho NN Spnitinta tua) e TOMORFOW;: Valuoble Cavel
LI'L ABNER—A Shrewd Buyerl - 5 By AL CAPP

S/eH. YOU'RE RIGHT. MY SLHS-AH 15 A (77 TwvisTy] | AH GOTTA INVEST SOME MONEY | J-JusT H

FACE LOOKS SO CROOKED. X WVEST MAH | FINE. JEDGE O LOOKS IN_A SHREWD BUT HONEST /A MiNnUTE, | YESSIRREE” |/ selieves
NOBODY WITH GOOD EYESIGHT | #999. 95 CHARACTERS-YO' | HONEST 7O DEAL F-DOES YO' KNOW MY YOUNG' | THE. DEED FOR IT.rr

WILL TRUST ME 77- THAT'S AN’ RAISE NiM-HEMusT] | ANYONE WHO'LL BE KIND \ FRIEND — / THE *SUCKER BAIT"

WHY I'VE BEEN A FAILURE / /7 70 THINK & ENOUGH T’ ACCEP' MAH CUGHZILL \ GOLD MINE f- AND

SELLING PHONEY STOCK'- { ¥/000.00 LOOK LIAE] 1%$999.95 IN A INVESTMENT /#aks 70 0/VE | HA-HA L%~ WOULD

ILL DUMP ALL MY STOCKS QuICKT) AN UNDER-| |THET'LL LEAP ATO THA7 ] You BELIEVE IT- |

IN 'THE SEWER AND

T F1000 7 sismis THE PRICE IS

EXACTLY
$999.95 17

4
TAILSPIN TOMMY—Out of the Frying Pan By HAL FORREST
GOLLIESZ.DO YOU YES? OUR ONLY Wz WONT BE ABLE TO YEAMW'..IF SHE'S
MAY BE A MEAN.. WE'RE GONNA HOPE NOW IS VWARM T UP, EITHER,.. GOT GASY.| HOPE
“BREAK" FOR <] FLY THIS BIG BUS GET THIS SHIP WE'LL HAVE TO RISK | HOPE #
US, SKEETS 72 ) OUT OF HERE.. TAKING OFF WITH A =
AND INTO THE COLD MOTOR 4
AIR .. BEFORE 5
WE'RE DISCOVERED/
L 4
{’rriL?::rﬁetT_'
YES, SKEETS, IT HAS GAS.. BUT IT ALSD HAS
SOMETHING ELSE HIDDEN INSIDE .. A DEADLY TIME
BOMB.DUE TO EXPLODE IN THIRTY MINUTES #/7
THE NEBBS—No Information By SOL HESS
MR NEBD, THIS ELOPEMENT 1S A GREAT . NOTHING CTWHER "y GUESS THATS SCMETHING E
SRR BRI LA AN TuEYRE stopoiic WY Rc whar 1 W CULONT TRLL 100 NS Sws
KNOW ABGUT THIS GIRL /o ““:—7\""" HERE _SHE AND HER HMEAR SHEES TRERES NO ONE EVER - T
L AND WER FAMILY e 3 e s OTHER . THEY SEEM NOT USED TO A | AM
i - : : TO BE NICE PICH “:g
> i (R LR
PeOPLE BOUGKT OFF
o] A
SONG
L
[ ]




