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THE SACRE
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TESTERDAY: Although Blaze
Sherwood o in theory working
apainst her father and mother in
their quest for Shy-a Nege, the
hidden city, Anne Willard cannct
down her interest in him—mor
her feer that the Naparas, who
puard the wmysterions Asatic
city, may murder Sherwoed be-
catise he hos seen the city with-
out authority. Anne has gone to
warn Blaze of his danper.

Chapter 26
The Drums

* A NNE!" exclalmed Sherwood,

his volee unguarded,
Mackey reached wildly for his
cap and bolted towards the door,
She barred his way.

“It's you I came to see” grip-
Eing his coat sleeve, enraged at

is obvious conclusions. “Both of
you, I suppose.”

Sherwool brought her a chalr, |
his face a mask agaln. “What ls
it Anne?" She folt that he liked |
to speak her name and she knew |
that she liked to hear him say it.

“Doddap =ays that your life Iz
in danger from the Nagaras."

"Haven't 1 been saying so all
along™" Mackey demanded, I

She went on hastily, “He pre-
dicted you'd see the hidden city
of Shy-a Nago and then he burst |
into tears, He always does that.|
He vows he sees a knife thrown
at you. The Nagaras can slip into
this camp like shadows You've |
gol to watch out" She told of

er recent adventure with the

riestly visitors. Sherwood was
tensely interested, |

*“1 like those people” he gaid
poftly, “They may wish to kill
me, but I like the things they
stand for" He turned to Anne
with a lopk that in its shyness
startled her. "1 don't believe
they'll try to kill me while 1 re-
main in your camp." She remem-
bered what Doddop had said and
her eyes dropped.

“If°1 have any influence with
the Nagaras,” she assured him
eoldly, “you will have no share
in the hidden city."

He rose abruptly. “Anne, 1
promised to be patient—* |

She left her chair and Inoked
atl him with an anger rising to
meet his anger. Then suddenly
he smiled

“_and T shall be,” he declared.
It left her feeling like a spent
balloon. She turned to Mackey
for a mooring.

“1 suggest that you stay with
him tonight and place two men

en Euard.

*T'll do It, Miss Anne, even if
he screams.”

She gave Blaze a swift glance, |
“I apologize for being rude she |

aald, and fled back to her wwn v

tent.

Bhe lnoked at her cot disi=ste-

s re was no more slee

in her than In a moon flower. It
was then she began to hear the
druma. Muffled throbbing beats
that pounded on her nerves and
semses. She went to the {ent
doar and loocked out

Clouds had obscured the sky
with surprising suddenness. The
air was still and lifelesa as if the
night also held ita breath listen.
ing with her to the drum beats
Yot she could not really tell if

>

|on the

| the 1

:hl heard the sound or only felt

L

Doddap, usually sensitive as an
animal to any disturbance, now
Iay curled in his sleeping posi-
tion as peacefully ns a ah{.
Iantern that always hung in

The
|'.|l!|
eenter of the eourt gave off its!
beam more ns a pilot light than |
at an {llumination for the yard,
The guard at Sherwood's tent|
coughed and spat. Making his|
usual beat the sentry on camp|
duty for the night swung his|
tiny lantern as he cireled the|
wholes encampment,

Then Anne noticed a light In
the mess hut. Perhaps someone
there could tell her whether ahe
heard anything or nol.  She|
cromed the court swillly and|
burst into the room.

Wrangle
HILIP OLIVER and Diana|
stood In front of his desk.

They were quarrsling violently. |
Philip's fare was distorted with |
rage. Diana turned imperiously
on Anne, who hastened to speak: |

p" you hear the druma baat-

Vith an effert both lstened
"What druma? Diana demanded

“Just drume™ answered Anne
distractedly. "They're driving me
erazy.”

The others looked at her
strangely and came to the door
where ahe stood and Lstened |
with her. She heard the beat
faint and far away—in the hills
—if the sky—welling up out of

{ie earth beneath the

She gave Oliver an angry look
“Coodnight™ she sald, and dis-
appeared in the direction of her

drew Anne back Into
“That drumbeat
Ande ™ He was stil!

Jiver
the hut

Anne, I've been in suct
a muddle Intely 1 guess 've hard
Iy been aware that you are here
—the girl whp came to marry
e, il' drew her to hlm ¥

put an arm around her

"Pleate
he would

rolease her 1e

fancied something half inaane

she sl by o
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about hls viclence and struggled
in terror, turning and twisting
and beating him with her fists

Suddenly the door opened and
Sherwood stepped inside, his
face white, his hands clenched
as he stood holding himself une
der control, for Philip had re-
lessed Anne instantly, a dazed
look in his eyes

“What's the matter with me?™

he groaned, putting a band to his
head. With a muttered word of
ngolngy he started for the door.
Sherwood let him pass.

“He was quarreling with Di-
ana.” said Anpe.

“Then where do you come In?"
asked Sherwood in a cold voice.

‘T just came” she stated sim-
ply, “] saw a lght and came In"

He guzed st her a moment
longer belore bringing her a
glasy of water from the pitcher
table. *“You're looking
while, drink thls Or shall I' get
you something stronger?”

She took the water. “This will
do. You're looking a little pale
yourself” He sat down on the
wide arm of a wicker chair op-
posite her, gripping the wood as
if to chaln himself to the spot,

*Ihe impitlee to murder is apt
to make a man turn pale”
answered  through set
“What's the matier with Oliver?
Who does hie k he &7 Mackey
ran across | Diana In the
grove o little while ago and they
weren't — quarreling  Diana, [
;un&)mn i up to her ald tricka™

“You ought to know,"” retorted
Anne. "l hear—I understand-—"
she stumbled

"—that Diana ‘gmmi me f(or
Martaine?” he sald, ealor zlowly
coming back into his face. “Well,
I'm afraid it's so."

“That {sn't the way 1 heard it™

He gave her a zharp look, his
ecors  reddening.  “Now  vou're
vondemning me," he said, “Diana
happens to be an exbibltionist,
She's Incapable of anything but
solf-love hat's all right with
Martaine. He has certsin ambi-
tiong of his own, Mine are differ-
ent" He rose and turned off the
gasoline light. “Come out with
me, Anhe, and listen to the
druma ™

“Then
eried,

she
foet.

drums,”
1o her

there #re
springing

“Philip and Diana couldn't hear
them. They thought | was crazy.”

“You know my opinion—we're
all & little touched.” he grinned,
opening the door for her. The
went to the comner of the pore
where they could lock up into the
hilla,

Nagara Drums

“RUT this is more than fancy™

he assured hor, “T never heard
such drums and I've heard drums
in all parts of the world” His
yolce lowered almost to inaudl-
bility and she found herdell press.
ln\clrm- to hear,

Anne shivered. "T can't bear 1"
She elasped t hands together
distractedly. “Make them stop.
Can't you make them stop?”

“Listen  to__them,” he com-
manded, "Glve voursell up to
them, then IU's all right. Siop
fAghting."

Instend she began pacing back
and forth across the narrow porch,
He cornered her in the bend of
ing

His hands slid around her and
drew her against hard reality
of his body, ng the trem-
bling of her nerves the
stréngth of his arms. Walting &
moment until relaxed, he
swept her up and struck off scross
the courl, stridiog swiftly.

Anine came back to herself with
an effort.

“Blaze, let me down,” she de-

manded, “Let me go

*Too late,” he retorted, and then
halted at the entrance to his tent,
There were voices (nslde,

‘Doamn,” he said softly, lowor.
ing her to her feet The sentry

stared at them in his stolid man-
ner.

Anne stepped back. Suddenly
her white toeth fMlashed in silent
laughter. She felt inexplicably as

if ahe had won some kind of »
vict A

"Good night,” she whispered
and wrned und sped across to her
own quarters. The door opened

* she coried,
heard vocies

Huff_ and

‘Whatever can they mean?

manded Beth
“Dirty work

hissed her hus!

were uiing
up now and ta
What'

st be | 118
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Londen, June 17.—MM—Via
Radio)=Winstan Churchill de
clared In a broadcast 1o the
United States Monday thest “di
vided he dark nges shall re
turn; united we can gulde and
save the world.”
His remarks

carried by the

NBC blue nelwork, were In ac
eeplance of an honorary LLD

thié Bware
expressi
dince—and shall |
tion
Churchili
| that his motlk
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