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Chapter 15
Appeal To John

’rﬂ! French doors opened from

the solarium and John Rask-
thorne stepped out, Intent upon
lighting = cigor.

.Joh“ -

Raskthome whesled— “Con-
stance . . . Conchita what are you
«» » take your hands off that l‘ﬁl."
he snspped st the detective.

Constance. released, fled into
the seclirity of Jokin's arms. “Will
you tell these {-idiots that | am
A Cabrillo? And John, make them

keep still: 1 don't want the [olks | ¢,

to know I'm home until after the
party "

The idiots didn"t need to be told
anything, they had started fading
into the darkness even before
John bought thelr silence with
bills; and Constance leaned for a
few moments against John's
shoulder, then straightened.

“I'm sorty,” she apologized. *1
«» « they frl!humd me and I'm
tired, 1 couldn't sleep on the

lane, and | guess | forgot to

ve any dinner.”

John patted her shoulder, “Wait
until I find my coat”

Ft
little coupe, with Raskthornme at
the wheel, swung out of the
tradesmen’s entrance,

Constance sat back watching
his hands on the wheel; watching
his face, reliving her feeling o
restful security as she leaned
against his shoulder, wondering
st her feeling for John.

I'm taking you to one of m
E:" hide-outs,” John offered.

hey'll give us a steak two
Inches thick.™

Constance closed her eyes to
shut out the wvision of a little
walerfront cale and a dark-eyed
man threading his way between
tables, of a volce paying: “HI',
Michael"

John's “pet” was unpretentious,
They went through a side door
to conducted to a private
booth where curtains were im-
mediately drawn.

“Now tell me all about {t," or-
dered John, when the obsequious
walter had disapeared.

*Oh, John . . . it's wonderful!
El Cabrillo, I mean. | can't give
It up. It's like part of me: my
bleod and my fesh and my
bones.”

And then the words tumbled
out. The waiter brought smoking
platters but still Constance talked,
and when John found she
wouldn't stop, he took her knife
and fork, cut small sections of
;nc- steak and held them to her
ips.

p"Uh. John" she sighed, “vou
are unr.\_d to me. You do .2 care

me.

“Some day,” he threatened.

Constance looked at him and
saw him as other women must see
him. A stalwart, handsome man,
barely thirty but seasoned by the
tragic passing of his parents, the
worry over a madly-marrying
younger sister, and by the cares
of the vast estate he had inher-
ited and which he handled alone |
and with wisdam,

“John," she asked imnub!wly.‘
*what do you see in me that|
makes you say soms day? Why |
do you wait!"

he light gray eyes in their sur.
prising frame of jet lashes wid-
ened. “"Conchita” he confessed,
“I've asked myself that guestion
A thousand times And then 1 go
back to our first meeting: do you
remember that meeting, Chita?™

OF

ve minutes later, Constance's | decided
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Not until she had slipped Into
the house with no one yet aware
of her return, did she question
her [ailure to speak of Pedro.

John had sald he would see her
at his oftice at three o'clock and
t would discuss business in a
business setting. Constance crept
wearily to with assurance
that somehow John would man-

age,

She'd stay away from the fam-
ily until after that business con-
erence. That wouldn't be difi-
cult. They would sleep until noon,
then meet in negligee and loung-
ing pajamas to have brunch lo-
gether and discuss .he previous
evening at their lelsure.

nsiance dressed for the cone
ference carefully. A frock of dull
n, ita only ornament a lobu-
ar pendant at the trim collar,

shoes of the same shade and 8 |Reporter, KPO, KOW: Richards e Cratond ot
Robin Hood hat with a gay scarlet h.. . —_— o em.
festher Her -fur upel v,ru ant Orch. KGO KJR. KEX. Use Mall Tribune want sda third.

down from a discarded coat of
Donna's, though no one seein
her swing down the avenue wo
have thought it

“Jaunty but business-like," she
, looking into every shop
window for reasurance as she
made her way to John's office
building.

An impersonal office boy turned
her over 1o an impersonal secre-
tary, who took her in to confront
an_impersonal John Raskthorne.

She sat in the indizsted chair,
waited a moment to acclimate
herself to the change in the man
since the previous evening, then
spoke: “As I said lust night, 1
need fifty thousand doliars.”

“What security have you fto
offer?” asked Mr. Raskthorne.

“None,” admitted Constance
frankly, “However, | will give
my bond to the effect that should
I fail to make a success nf El

Cabrillo, 1 will agree 1o the sale
of it.”
RASKTHORNE fingered a pa-
per knile for a moment. then
lnoked directly at Constance.
“The only offer ever made for
El Cabrillo stands at fifty thou-
fand. How would you prapose to
pay your Interest? And should
you fall, how would you pay the
other members of the family thelr
share of the ranch and still be
able to repay the loan?"

In her eagerness Constance
moved eloser. “But after the rail-
road goes through the property;
and after | have converted it to
a dairy ranch and infused it with
fresh capital, it will be worth
more than filty thousand.”

A little smile played around

Fighting For A Chance

Raskthorne's lipn. “Have you
computed the interest?™ he in-
quired.

“Naturally. It Is leas than half
the‘rrcl-enl profit on El Cabrillo"

“And you would expect the
other members of the family to
reduce their expenses to hall of
what they are now enjoving?™

Constance laughed. “Not my
family. I'd sot aside thelr present
portion at the wvery beginning'

“Conchita,” John dropped his
business barrier. “On what do
you base your belief that El Ca-
brillo eauld be sold for more than
the present offer, say, after a pe-
tiod of thres years?™

Constance relaxed. “That's sim-
lo.” she told him. “El Cabrilla
s the Iast long streteh of const-
line in that section. There are fifty
miles of it Suppose, in an ex-
tremity, we should cut that int

She remembered. But had six
Ars passed since

thut night | summer homes. We could eom-

hen she, awaiting the escort her I

mother had arcanged to accom-

o pany her to the Charity Ball, had |

her little aister in stolen

Belothes flash in front of her; ane
nounce that she was Miss Ca-
brillo, and whisk off with the
waiting man?

Father, Brother, Counselor
gHE hi hisked™ only as far
WD as the ele

en the es-
eort had ret d
child has retired,

thorne had asked.
And to her query

you know?" He had replied,
“When your mother telephoned
rhe was too il to scompany. you,
father told me to look for the girl
with the most beaut
the w -

It had been halm to the eight-
een-year-old heart of Constance, |

Just as nther rescues, since that

time, had soothed her heart and
her pride for the firat time realized that
It had been Jobn wha had | they Joved place as she did
helped themn meve from hotel to | ' Wasn't stewardshi
1 nl to hotel | catsed them kee
1n who had | had, but a dr £
of (nther, brother, | rve something be

ught then

tald John,
g C }

tapce her eup of hot

w th your fam-
414

1 ooping with
detectives start-

o, b be
frank, 1 «
hades for 4

*Then

must be o

sw that the | 0fTer you fifty thousand for the
Miss Cabrillo, | Fanch, with the proviso that upon
shall we go on?™ John Rask. | OWnership I would divide the

“How did | You Cabrillos fifty per-cent of the

| Jumped 1

ifil eves in | B! Cabrillo as it is. Cutting it up

d need somecne | man, for fin

mile wide sections and sell it for

mand and receive much more
than a thousand for each section
and wouldn't be touching the
ranch s!.'l"pf{ The ranch haz ne
need of the coast-line as long as
it retains enough for right of way
to the highway

Raskthorne looked at Constance,
then looked away quickly, drew
a pad to him and began jotting
down figures

“Suppose ™ he said, “1 were 1o

coast into summer tracts and give

W

no, John!" Constance
ip. “TE'I-. t you see? I'm
ghiing for the chance to hold

woitld be like . like carving
bita of a body I loved
"Why, John, even t
wouldn't consider th
They wouldn't, she knew and

he Taylors

entirety

She hated them for this, as a

woman might hate another wo-

ling in her man the
recd,

on the d
elae han 1
an investme
“They c
stance. ¥Y
father's will
than the who
firm, or (ndividual,

s of
(25

. L g
| know the term
We can’t sel)
e, and no real estate

would buy

"Unqu two vl meres to sell [esa

=John, then then will you than half of it."

helip me ralse the money | will To be continued
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EXCESS PROFITS  MEATHV.SCOTTY

| Death Valley Scotty, who has
- | intimated from time to time that

{he knew there was
[them thar desert hille." is faced
| with a “grubstake"” suit

and that goes even for the ex- York City claims in a federal

Jurt” action that beginning in| Killed by Truck
902 he sdvenced Walter Scotl'  pendieton, Sept. 2. —iP—
ppproximately §10.000 and sa¥s marilvn Halfmoon, 8, of the
he wants a st:owdown and an| Urmatills Indian re:ln'.uoﬂk‘
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W. Gerard, charges tha o Ml eax hauling gravel to the new
Johnson, named as Scotty’s min-| pongn Il"cndltlnd
ing partner and & defendant.
told him In April that Scotty
had located valuable mining B ¢ t 2 —iP—An
deposits but thst neither u‘uuld,n]tﬁza":;':’ Se.p Yare form of
ever reveal their location or| .= Seiion  was shown
pey him eny procesds "omihfre today by Warne Davis,
them — [who said he found the bird at
Use Mn:l Tribuns want ads | the head of Corall ereek.
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Los Angeles. Sept Albino Grouse

Ygold in

Julian M. Gerard of New

perts from the treasury.”

The committee will start
hearings on the measure Tues-
day and Chairman Harrison (D.,
Miss) zaid he hoped it would
be ready for senate action a
week from Monday. Harrison
said it was the “most intricate
tax bill ever presented to con-
gress"

Model Plane Winner
Spokane, Wash., Sept. 2.—(#®)

~—First prize for gasen
planes in the Pacific Northwest
model airplane contest was won
vesterday by Fred Burckhardt
of Portland. He also won the
stunt event. Elmer Roth of Sa-
lem was second in class C and
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FIXED WAS ENTIRELY THE OHER DRIVER'S FAULT

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

IT REALLY DIDN'T HELP MATTERS
MUCH THAT WHEN FRED PERLEY,

WHD HPD THE PROVISIONS FOR THE

ANNUAL PICNIC. OF THE COMMUNITY CLUB N

y FINALLY DID ARRIVE, HE COULD PROVE
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STRANGE AS IT SEEMS

Holige Bom'./
MADE FROM AN OLD 20,000-GALLON

OILTANK BLE;NE ) {

AGnKaKee,
‘ iT cAN @0 10 MILES AN HOUR ve

@NwTemz M. Ro8
A
Wi

N-- / VRN
UG Secretary of e Navy,
NCHED A NAVAL DEFENSE PROG,

CONGRESSIONAL

HE BUILT UP 5 DOLBLE-TURRETED MONToRS

LNOER AN APPROFRITON TOR RePOIRS/
-/ -

AoRY Booso! W-

1HE WESTERN S/IDEWINDER ==

Ack.
FIGHTs 116 ENEMY, THE AINGSNAKE, p‘gmmy-. |

WIH POWERRULBoDY BLOWS/ | ZBRTEDHIE
ey | w7

UNAUTHORIZED NAVY

Alter the Civil War the U. 5. Navy declined lamentably and Congress was uninterested.
S;CTIHY of the Navy Robeson in 1874 undertook to strengthen it without Congressional au-
thority.

Using an $848.045 repairs appropriation. Robeson siripped five old wooden hulks !o the
leeol, rebullding them .as ironclad moniters Value of malerials in each ship constituted first
paymeni toward the fotal cost of about $12,000.000, Robeson slowly advancing their construe.
tion with annual sppropriations for repairs.

Tomerrow: Pholography coincidence.
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BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER—Will They Mest?
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