PAGE TWELVE

YESTERDAY. Jeff und San-
dre, now married, errive af the
lan juit as Julis end Kay are
legving. Julta accuses Sondre of
ploging a dirty trick on Jeff be-
eauee people are ssying she
married him to protect him,

Chapter 22
Ivan's Play

GOT up and straightened my

bair and wandered around the
room until 1 found cigarettes
Adam held a light for me in si-
lence. He had said all ha meant to
sy for the present.

*I'm not sure I know what be-
h.wlnr Lou re referring 10," 1 told

"Luu pul it this way, then, If
| did or said anything last night
that oﬂrndod you 1 hope you'll
forgive me."

*You're forgiven,” [ said.

He grirned. “I'll be discreet
and not ask what for, May I sit
down?®"

*If vou like.”

He accepled the srud‘lnz invi-

tation and changed the subject
*What's your idea about this
murder?”

s bn\ml any. What is there
to go on?
“Nothing, that I can see.”

“Not much, yet. | naven't had
s chanes to question Sandra. All
she told the Pennants was tha!
she met him in Jdramatic schoal.
We've been through his luggage,
af course. It didn't take long—
one suitcase, and it was not full.
Mayhe he left a trunk in Chlcago.
I'd hate to think what we saw
was &il he had in the world. Two
clean shirts and the one he ar-
rived in. A pair of pajaras
Shaving kit. A change of socks
and underwesr. His only suit was
hanging in the closet. Colonel
Pennant loaned him the bathing
trunks he was wearing uheﬂ he
was illed ™

“Was thers anything
pockets of the sult?™

*Same amall change and less
than fAve dollars in billa No
watch. An address book full of
names—some of them sounded fa-
miliar to me, but I brought it
along for you to look at Brought
saomething else, 100, that we
found in the sultcase. It may in=-
terest you. Anyway, it's more in
your line than mine.”

He picked up the folder from
the table where he had placed it,
opened it and teok out a small
gtper—bnund address book which

to ma without com-

In the

ment.
I opened it and began to read
the scrawled names and ad-

“Have R‘ﬂu questioned Sandra
and Jefl? 1
“Not yet. They came back to
the colonel’s quarters a
lo get her things—they
& suite of guest rooms down the
er.-rrt:tor here, The Pennanta tried

idnlhem to stay umu but they
wou And—well, there was
80 much talk and fuss that I
eleared out'
“How Is it golng to be if one of
them did it?" | asked bluntl
“You mean Sandra or Jeff?
*“Or the Pennants. The rel;mng
hmlll,v
“It's going to be tough'™ He got
np and prowled unhappily about
room. “I've been appointed
to hud the board of inquiry an
this and those stolen cars. I'd like
to ask for a change of station.”
"‘Bu!:ou wouldn't get it. You've
m.lr here & couple of

"No. Ho sighed, “It wouidn't be
sdon enough, anyway. And it
couldn't be one of them. lvan
woulda't have been worth it

andra thought he was.
otth murdering?"

“That isn't what 1 mean, of
course. Worth—worth revenging,
ol least.™

Adam blew a cloud of smoke
and looked at me through It

“Are you sure you Lnow what
you do mean?"

“I supposa I shouldn't have
brought the subject up in the
Arst place. Adam las & digcon-
certing habit one 1 k:mw well, of
making you be explicit, 1 ns-
sembled my Lhuu:nus hurriedi
trying to sort the things 1 luu?d
tell from the ones I had obligated
mysel! to be silent about

“It's an impression 1 got this
morning.” 1 said finally. “This
hurried-up marriage, for one thing
1 don't care what Colonel Pennant

says, she was the one who pro.
mled it 1 heard her. She practi-
cally hypnotized Jeff into going
for the license. And I had » strong
feeling thal she was dolng it o
{’It even with—with someone
gl'_ all of them.”
hen you dun't think It was
meant to protect Jel?"

“Maybe it was meant ta look as
i she were protecting Jef.

“For what purpose’

“Your guess is us good us mine
The Pennants are preity fond of
him, aren't they? She could hit at
any or all of them through him "

Agent of Vengeance'

E was silent for a while, think-
ing that over. He atretched his
fong legs out and crossed them, but |
the rest of his body did not slotch
dam given me r.hmmprumun that
his mind and his body are always
under perfect control, 1eady to set
with speed and precision »t an .
slant's notice
“That strikes me as a v\o:-.',n-"x
line of reasoning,” he sald final
A rather padantic manner t
oexn ! necessarily mea 2
faulty. Set & woman to eatch a
woman, Perhapa. But I'd like |
something a little .\'v mibatan-

printed agent of veng
*1 think she was in lov
him. ™
“Then why marry Je
ﬂ'\T."uu,Tnt..- Beto
ter of *ucngr mes
Iur? Mutiey
T hasn't anyt
t Ju

a
into the W |

the time. Hardly ot

“Perians Ivan
and alie
Around
haven't sald he was |
her”

I was silent. This
LI we 1o 1
barge last nigh
Adam al |
confiding t f
dare. | bad 0 re ¢ I
fictal posit the case that
nothing | 10ld him
aetual evidens
::1-1 ,':' jen

"Whb wax Tvan, anywae™ 1
apwedd ping to lead AN
f"-‘.‘;,.' T i “What
you kn

vas trving

nake i

W aboul ) I
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dresses. I could feel Adam watch-
ing me.

“Here's one that I anow,” I said
presently. “It's a firm of literary
agents in New York Here's an-
other—iwo more, And who's this
man Fremont? The name's fa-
miliar. Isn't he a producer? The
next one is, anyway, Everyone
knows him, And Jane Urshell, the
actress—how do you suppose he
got her address?”

‘Reunion In Moscow'
l TURNED the pages, noted that

the list was long, that it
changed ahmFlly from New
York to Iywood,  Studies,

names of famous and not wo fa-
mous directors, firms that were
prnbabl_\' theatrical agencies,

ks as if Ivan had been can-
vassing the fleld pretty litnruullh
Iy, TLoaking for work, 1 suppose,”

“Possibly. But that isn't all
There's this thing here ™

He took it out of the folder
and looked at {t rather helplessly,
then gave it to me. A manuscript,
dog-eared and grimy. bound be-
tween heavy cardboard covers
which had been ornamented in
heavy, scrolled k-llrrm.“

“Reunion in Moscow” ™ read
“Ceibbed title. By Ivin. That
wasn't so dumb. Better than an
unpronounceable last name, But
a little precious. Like the letter-
Ing. Like Ivan himeelt” 1 apened
the =il cover, glanced at the
warn, typed pages, “A play, by all
that's wonderful! He certainly bhee
lieved in starting at the top
Have you read it?"

“More or lese” Adam admitted
looking down his nose. “It's—

well, I'm no judge of these
things, and I don't want to in-
fRuenee you, | want yvour un-
hland opinion.™

“My opinion Is worthless. 1
don't kmow anything about the
theater, and from all I've heard
few people do. Nobody knows
what will make a successtul play,
ut I do know that for an ama-
teur to try to write and market
one without halp from the (nside
I8 as hopeless as building a snow
man in hades. Making bricks
without straw ia a pienie In com-
parison.”

“He eeems to bave found that
out z\1l:\mvﬂll3 he's even tried
Hollvwood ™

“That's worse. The only hope of
selling anything to Hollvw 1\._[ i=
by getting |‘ub ished first—and
well publi Even then -t'r-
oniy a chanre. As for unselicited
Eht everyone
knew by now that they don’t read
them."

I spoke from experience. My
own, and that of others I knew,
The dream of every writer (s a
movie sale; s far that bene-
ficent ‘||;h'.--'.!-¢ --'] failed to
strike in mr wvic

*No, poor Ivan. li- would have
been better off to take the money
he wasted on postage and play
the horses. That way he would
have stood some chance of win
| ning.”

1 paused at the sound of four-
stepa approaching along the un-

carpeted corridor. We looked 1o
hind

ward the door which Adam
It standing open, n deference to
the propricties
e fon -'q--~pr{,
dr a n-;-rn'nl in the doorway
"Ohl 1 beg vour pardon.’” she
-i an't mean to

d San=

inter-

rruption,” 1 aald stify.
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