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well w the fhird victim of the |
robber. She crawls in Kay's win. |
dow sans everything but her gir-
dle, shoes and stockimps. That

- same night @ fire brecia oul.

Chapter Nine

The Man In The Car
was coming out of Fe-

J licia's room when | reached the

eorridor. She beckoned me and

started double timing toward the |

back of the building, talking as
she ran.

*Shows how muct gense [

* she said. ] went in to get

. the to her car. The minute |

the light 1 saw that

mt and m:;egﬁmbcrsegf' She |

¥ y. “She was

sound asleep and snoring through

all this, No, I didn't wake her

What was the use?™

A ndm h&ll t wI? ﬁ :
against the darkness of the lon
behind the club. It mmg,
move and a small roadster
backed into view. Julia hailed it
mcn 1 think, she realized wha|

driver was.

JefT's volce answered her gruff-
& “What are you doing here?™ |
t he held open the door and
told us to get in. “You ean drop

me at the troop.”

He made no further comment,
the silence grew uncomforta-
when he had finished shifting |

So I asked him where the
was, and he thought it was |
in the bosque near the ta |

Brush fire? He didn't

lowing |

o

=

2

w3

answers sounded terse and
» bored. Between us Julia
no sound and I could feel
distaste for Jeff Tack grow-
‘Celd, surly ill-bred—

step| on the gas sudden-
d !h!p:gr fairly leaped dovwn
ow in front of the barracks.
braked with the same disre-
for mechanical and human |
comfort and with a swilt move- |
maent was out of the car.

*Pll walk back, or pick up a
L2 he said aloofly. “T hope you'll
use some discretion and not get

close to the fire”

ithout further waste of words

was gone. Julia woke from her
Sagaped the uich. She did

e clutch. She

not speak until we had turned
the back road that led to-
, and then
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*What's back here?™ 1 asked as
the car turned left beyond the |
t range. Not far ahead we |
ses the wild orange and red
of flames and a column of |
ack smoke ascending against
the gray night sky.

“Nothing that T know of |
There's a plank bridge over a|
gulley that runs behind the tar-
gt butts and beyond that a wood- |
ed hill that's the edge of the res- |
ervation. The road ends at the
foot of the hill. When they're fir- |
ing you can't even come this far,
it's roped oft.”

Raging Inferno
THOUGHT struck me. “You
don't su it's an airplane
that cﬂlhr. ed trying to land on the

o pilot would be such a fool |
=0 & night as dark as this." But |
she d worried. “Unless it
wad a forced landing. There's a
perfectly good landing fleld only
a few miles from here." |

She jammed on her brakes

narrow dirt road was clogged
with cars. Farther ahead a fire
: was outlined in black
against the red l’oghwhirh was bil-
h'I'I.n]lu out of the gulley.

We left the car at the side of
the road and stumbled through
sand and undergrowth toward the
fiames. 1 could see now that sol- |
diers were manning the truck,
working with disciplined silence
and speed 1o the accompaniment
of the steady hisaing of chemicals
and the ominous roar of rapa-
cleus, glutting fire

My heart lurched as I saw what
the fire was feeding on—a car,
noged down mnd heeled over on
i1s side at the botiom of the gul-
ley. Once a car—now a
ferno at the mercy of tho
ening flames. They were com-
pletely out of control, elemental,
mocking the puny human efforts
to check them

1 was standing besids Julla in
allent fascinated horror, staring,
moistening my dry lips, when the
fire veered at some momentary
whim and ! saw a dark shadow
within the car.

must have rereamed, for sud-
denly 1 felt two hands clamp onto
my shoulders ard 1 stumbled
backward into someone's arms. 1

ted, saw that it was Adam,
and hid my face against his chest,
trembling so vialently that 1 could
hardly stand

*There's someone in that car”
I moaned, and he did not contra-

with vne arm
Jod me back from the
behind the fire truck oy
of that feeding fire
“I'm sotry you saw
mald in a shaken

you -in time, or L ¢
stopped vou. We car
lhil'l‘[. of course. It was
oo late when we gof here ™
*But who is it You must kne
L

slght

that*
voice

he

while 1

He did not answer me for
moment, and suddenly ] remen

Texans for Willkie
If F.D.R. Declines

Datlas, Texas, July 4 -
A group of Roosevel! ruppo
ers reported today the
received statewide responre o
v proposal that Detmocrats nom
inate Wendell Willkie at Cht
cago U the president declines

-

1o try for a third tern

The group met vesterdny and
plated Guy 1. Warren of Corpus
Christl In charge of the state
wide organization.

bered Mim| Pennant, who had
gone out alone in her ear that
evening, who had not yet returned
when Julia telephoned.

Julia came stumbling back to
us then, Jooking wild and disheve
eled in the strange light.

“It's & coupé,” she cried breath-
lessly. “Mimi's ear is s coupd
Adam, who is (87 Tell me the
truth!™

“Not MimlL"” he said, and added
reluctantly. “It's Felicla Bride-
well's car. I saw the license piate.
She must have missed the bridge

|in the dark, though what she was

doing wavy ou! heré—

“Oh no! No, you don't under-
stand—Felicia’s home in bed”™ 1
told him eagerly. I felt as if
clamp had been removed from my
throat. For an instant the relief
was stupendous. Not Mimi — not
Felicia. The thiel But—the trem-
bling seized me again—nonethe-
less, whatever his misdeeds, a hu-
mi: being trapped in that blazing

Julis was answering his quick
fire of questions, describing Fe-
licia’s arrival at the club in her
51?6]!. and her explanations, It

idn't sound in the lemst funny
nDOW.

Ashes

ASOI.DI!R dame up and salut-
ed. 1 let go Adam's arm and
stepped back, controiling myself,
while he listened to the report
The thick undergrowth in the
gulley was afire and there was
some danger of the fames spread-
ing to the wooded slope behind
the range. Adam went off to see
about iL

I glanced around and saw that
a small erowd of spectators had
gathered. Officers and men, a few
women. Colonel Pennant was
there, and Jef! Tack and Gerald
Beaufort. They joined us and we
told again our story of Felicia and
the theft of her car. I saw Cap-
tain Jones, the doctor, standing at
the edge of the gulley looking
down and shaking his head. The
ambulance was just behind the
fire truck and two Hospital Corps
men lounged againat it smoking
cigarettes

The fire began to die at last,
leaving behind it a twisted hulk
of red and bilack metal and the
charred remains of what had
once been a man. Adam came to
us, looking quite gray and tired
and told us we'd better yo home

“We're [Foing to try to get the

body out” he said.
Pink dawn was streaking the
tky and the lake when Julia

dropped me at the elub and went
on home. | undressed and stood
for a long time under the cold
shower, trying to shock some life
back inlo my quivering muscles

1 killed as much time as I could
drossing, but the mess hall was
still closed when, all in eclean
white, and every hair painfully
coaxed into place, 1 came out into
the deserted lounge. So [ paced
the veranda smoking cigareites
that made me feel no better until
I heard diches and silver clatter-
ing inside.

The regular waiter had not
come back. The .ame one who had
served us at dinner brought me
orange juice and black coffesr—
two cups of it. Over the last cup
I ask
to Immerman.

“Late he zald disgustedly
“Had the afternocon and evenin
off yvesterday, but was supposo
to be here for breakfast. He'll
catch it He clattered some silver
down at the head of the table
“AMra, Bridewell sick™

I told him ghe had a hesdache
and was not to be disturbed, and
he started a chatty conversation
about the fire. [ could see that the
story of Felicla's mishap had
reached the barracks after all;
but Adam's entrance. looking as
stern as 1 had ever seen him,
dried up the fount of small talk,

“Where's Immerman®” he asked,
and was told of Immerman's de-
fection. Then the waiter scurried
off to the kitehen

1 solzed the opportunity to tell
him about Immerman at the Post
Exchange, and he listened with a
peculiar, startled expreasion

“That's very interesting™ he
sald when I had finished, He rose,
went out into the lounge, and 1
could hear him telephonin

He came back in presently, sat
down and salted his grapefruit. 1
made the wan gestiure of passing
him the pepper. but he took it
from me and set it down without
comment

"Immerman d4id not sleep in
barracks.” he said when the wait-
er had taken himself off again,

I didn't quite follow his
thought, but he said no more
And presently, because my pa-
tionce would not let me wait un.
til he had gone through the usual
catmeal and ham and "ﬂi‘- 1
asked him if the body had been
identified

He shpok his head “Small hope
of that, unless there was bridge.
work and we can locate the den-
Lot
1 need not have worrled

Hes A8 p0om as i
sled enough. You'd
a pretty
and tell her to get dressed. There
might be something she would
recognize—cufl links, buttons, a
ritg. We'll peed some con

n of the fact that it's 1}

s oo
better wake Felic

who held h
o8 always

wel had other

Te be continued
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THE CRREFULLY LAID PLANS FOR GETTING AWAY AT CRACK.

OF DAWN FOR THE LONG DRIVE 10 THE SUNMNER cof%.ss MEET
A SET BACK WHEN JUNIOR -TAKES A LAST MINUTE LOOK INTO 11T
CAT BRSKET 10 MARE SURE THE CAT 15 ALL RIGHT

{Hoisasad by The Bell Syndicate. toe o

'w HEADED SNAKE ==
WiTH R VAt s/

-%%&Mwm ndham,

U, Durkam, N.C.=

v [B\ME
BEEN CELEBRATED IN DENMA
&;‘Rhgvm A WMR}%

(At Rebjld Pork,Jutlend)

A"LiNcolN Loa CABIN"THERE 15 ENTIRELY BUILT
OF AMERICAN LOGS AND FLIRNISHINGS e

‘CRACKER CARGO

When in 173587 Elias Hackett Derby's Salem ship, "Grand Turk.” railed to Chins and
back, making the {irst deep-water voysge by an American vessel, she brought home as a
curiosity a consignment of Chiness firecrackers.
PHCTO HOBBYIST

In 20 years, Dr. Leland Blair, historisn of the Los Angeles County Amorican Legion
Council. bas compiled a comnlele record of the council’s history, entirely from Lis hobby-

CLUYAS collection of smapchots. He tales 1,000 pictures a yoar,

WILLIATTS

TAILSPIN TOMMY

TOMORRW: Strangest MNewspaper Plantl

In the Danger Zona! T By HAL FORREST

BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER—No Sign of Himl!

KEEP A SHARP WATCH, - ‘L. WATCH THE Y i OKAY, GIRVIS K LOOK, SKEETS .. 1
SKEETS ! WE'RE GETTING BOMBER AWEAD/ gfﬁﬂt{”&‘ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁg N MOOE T 7
CLOSE TO EL DIABLO o o i e THE RIGHT TIME / PLANES 1S = N
PASS ! : MODEL PLANES = heor R g )

YOoUu'D BETTER GET
IT ON THE FIRST

SHOT ORR. WE'RE
“ SUNI< 7/

BOMBER./

~d

Cowe. 1908 bo Liutad Pratus B adhiie b

[V i

HAPPY VALLEY WAS A TANGLED MAS: R 1 +-DONT KHOW HOW IS RUSTY

ONLY A FEW BUILDINGS AND H:.\‘-ESS é‘caé’é’ésmg St o MANY OF OUR GOQD McGURK IN

TORNADO'S PATH—ALL OTHERS WERE LAID WASTE! BALLINGER! ﬁﬁeegﬁﬁ? - THE h:gssmm;,,
4

HOWEVER—I'VE
WIRED FOR OUTSIDE

MELP . MOPE, HAVEN'T
SEEN HIDE NOR HAIR
OF RUSTY!

LEACOCKT

IT MISSED THE
HOSPITAL,

THANK GOODNESS!

y
By SOL .58
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4 CHILOREN WAS LIKE CHICKENS. || [ DOWN AND SEE NEBB UNDER
4\ mack 7 S Y T . 3M THEY | fl|| SoME PRETENSE AND IF RE
7' L _h_.:ll MU S |\ SWES ME HALF A CHANCE ILL
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