Chapter 31
Poor, Worried Mac
VERYTHING Eric had said
about Mac was true: about his
seeing that she had her favorite
chair and passing her the cream at
breakfast when Adelaide gazed
dreamily out of the window ., .

suddenly she knew that Mac was. |

as Eric had sald, never unaware of
her. His reserve might be a re-
fection of her own.

*I'm not—for one!*

Would those words never cease
tinging in her eara? They had
been spoken, not angrily but sad-
1y; a fact which made it the more
difficult for Brenda to dismis
them,

*But he was anxious about Ade-
laide then™ she tried to comfort

herself. “He blamed me for caus- | mouth,

ing her illness and of course [ de-
served to be blamed. Everybody
says things they don't mean after-
ward, Perhaps . . " A look of

thought darkened her eyes.

at night she discarded her icy | ¥

reserve toward Mac. She chatted
with him gaily, and gradually
won him from aloofness, Ade-
laide’s obvious c;eli;m h.:l u;

e was proof she had n
hemm as unobservanit as her
boarders thought her.

Mac's behavior for the next
week or two puzzled Brenda
greatly. In the very midst of some
warmly friendly talk with her, he
would suddenly pause, his jaw
hardening and his eyes growing
cold, Twice he stalked out of the
room without explanation or
apology.

*Don't mind him,” advised the
think he's
is job.”

*His job? Why should he be
bothered about it?"

“‘Fraid of losing It maybe™
said the well-informed Mr., Mason,
“It's like this, Brenda. His boss—
the president of the company, you
know—has a nephew who's been
studying advertising. Graduated

t June and has been trying his

in a small concern some-
where in Ohlo, I've heard it ru-
mored that the old man thinks
he's about ripe for Mac's position
by this time.

“But that's ridiculous!” Brenda
burst out. “A boy with only a few
monthis’ experience to do Mac's
work. Why, Mac's a genius! 1
m!ld tell his dunder-headed ooms
lets Mac go" Her cheeks were
scarlet and she pushed back her
curls with a reckless hand. Eric
Ngﬁmad a grin,

ight, my girl! But you ean
pee what makes Mac a bit upset
just now.”

Brenda did not write at all the
next momning. She sat before the
window garing sternly into The
Strest as though she expectad
Mac’s misguided employer to :ﬁ-
pear any moment. In truth she
saw nothing—no one; not Miss
Ormond, coming across for her
early call on Adelaide; not the
Wic in handsome new coats
setting forth u?‘un the half-lane,
kalf-alley which gave egress to
The Street.

Sweelness Personified

HE girl was examining and dis-

carding in quick succession a
number of ways she hoped might
help Mac, She thought of getting
everybody on The Street to write
warmly commendatory lelters to
Mac’s employer about the excel-
lence of his advertising work.

“But |t they all com# from one
lui“'l. !‘t l‘:lali Io&\kﬂ like a con-
spiraey.” she decided.

She considered t.ﬂkin1 to Mae
himsell_ advising him to lay down
the law to the short-sighted per-
son. who thought of dispensing
with his valuable services, It was
a distinet recollection of how
Mac's jaw looked when he was
displeased which put a stop to
that train of thought.

In the end she had to give up
the problem, contented hersel! by
reso vmg to be as fweel to poor,
worried Mac as it lay in her power
to be.

Brenda, belng sweet 1o a man,
was—or so thought the amused
Erle—=Iinfinitely more of a menace
than the loss of o job.

“Goah, I'm glad she’s never un- |

dertaken to mother me! When she
turns those eyes on a guy, trots
ot those dimples of hers, puts
a distinet note of tenderness in
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me how old Maec can resist her!"

It bewildered Brends a little,
too, When she took the trouble to
be what she called “sweet” to any
man, she was accustomed to get
results; usually more rapid m |
L she |

, Since Mac ap-
peared either indifferent to her
kindness, or stolidly unaffected by
t, she redoubled her efforts

One evening when he was
shrugging himself into his coat in
the EIL preparing to return 1o
the office for soma extra work.
she came close to him, and put
one small hand on his arm. &5

*“Mae, dear, wouldn't you
better if you talked about u?™ |
she asked,

He looked down inta the soft
dark eyes, the gentle curves of her |

“No," he sald » "It's the
last thing on earth I want to dis- |

cuss wi ybody.
it ﬂn't as bad as

“But perha
ou t}ﬂnk. Mae! Perhaps: if you

i-m rankly and honestly that

ou—"

To her astanishment he shook
her hand from his arm; not rudely
but as if it had become intolerably
heavy for him to support
volce was bargh with m when

ke.
“'--?«"'31 l!\r.-hﬂ.n I'm in my right ‘
|

mind! Get that through your head
this minute, Brenda!

She was not offended, she was
more than ever troubled for him.
She tlasped the rejected hand in

Lla mate and her head drooped »
ttie,
'gh. Mae dear, I'd give any-

thing if this—this hadn't hap-
pened! And perhaps it won't hap-
pen! Perhaps you="

He strode to the door. With his
hand on the knob he said, still in
that strange harsh voice: “You're
dead right it won't happen. Bren-
da! I've made up my mind it shall
not!" l

‘I'll Be Seeing You'

\i.\c had left The Shortest
WL sireet!
Two days after his talk with
Brenda he had shut himself up |
with Adelaide for fifteen minutes
talk. When they emerged from
the library, Adelaide's eyes were
a trifie red, Mac looked more un- |

happy than ever, He was b

his room all evening, and at
breakfast the next day he an-
nounced quietly that he was mov.
mg.”Downtownumaur the of-

lose a lot of money it he|g..

Only liobe! exclaimed over the
news. Erle shot the ether man »
quick look, Adelaide made no
comment, Brenda, distrusting her
own voice, looked blindly down
at her plate.

“Permanently, Mac?" This was
Isobel. “Surely not permanently!
Just while the |Ering work is so
heavy and you have to work so
often evenings?" |

“Permanently, I'm afraid,” he
said, throwing Adelaide a glance
that was oddly implnrinf.

“I've told Mae I think he's wise
in moving.” came Mrs, Rostietor’s
gentle voice, “Of course we'll all
miss him terribly but we mustn’t
be selfish. It will save him—in
lots n!' ways—to be closer to the

oo,

“And I'll be peeing you frequen-:
Iv." Mae added. He rose and shook
hands briskly all around “I'l |
send for my stuff today. Adelaide.
Got to hurry now!"” And incredi-
bly he was gone

renda sat as if stunned. Things
must be in a bad \vnf indeed if
Mae could so desert Adelaide. She
determined to question Erie that
evening,

Erie, however, proved elusive
He telephoned late in the after-
noon that he was dining out He
returned too late for anything re-
sembling a consultation. The next
evening he was home, but Isobel,
Brenda told herself with some ir-
ritation, stuck to him like a burr.
| Mae had in fact been away fve
days before Brenda cornered Erie
Mason. |

“How s it gelng?™ she asked
anxiously,

“How Is what going?™ Erle
gazed at her blandly, "Oh, vou
mean Isobel's affuir? Nicely, 1
think, don’t you? She's been out
| with him twice this week and—"

"You know perfectly well 1
don't mean lsobel. Why will you
be =0 horrid. Erie? I am talking
about Mac. Has he lost his job!™
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THE GRANGE

Phoenix Grange
| Phoenix Grange will meet
Tuesday night, June 11, when
the annual memorfal service
{will be held, in remembrance
|of members called by death the
| pust year. Special plins are be-
|ing made for this service by
it.hl.t chaplain, Ray Ward.
| Members of Home Economics

cial plans and celebration to be
|observed on that night Any
member unfamiliar with the
plans may call Mildred Ward,
|or Ada Bell

Griffin Creek Grange
Griffin Creck Grangs, meel-
\ ing Tuesday evening in regular
{session with Master Roy Le-
vander presiding, voted to give
$5 to the local chapter of the

Red Cross.
Mr. and Mrs,

W. B. Britton

USED THE DECKS 10

i

THE MEETING OF “THE BRIDGE CLUB AT MRS. PERLEY'S BEGAN IN
UTTER CONFUSION WHEN THREE PLAYERS AT ONE TRBLE -TURNED LP Wit
ACES OF SPADES AND ANOTHER TABLE PLAWYED —THE FIRST HAND
WITH 14 CARDS EACH. HEY DIDN'T KNOW THAT FRED PERLEY HAD
PRACTICE CARD TRICKS WITH THE NIGHT BEFORE

ne

{Feinaned br Th

e ——

TAILSPIN TOMMY—Miniatiures of Doom|

|club are reminded of the spe |

|are delegates selected to pttend|ance June 3. The hall was as the 83rd wedding anniver-
|state Grange sessions in Salem |beautifully decorated with dou- sary present for the Sparks.

| this month. ble canterberry bells in sev- e
Mrs. Winnie Brown an-/®ral colors, and pansies. The Protest Change
inounced the Eesnomics club|PrOEram was put on by H.EC.| Astoria, Ore, June 10.—~Pr—

{will meet June 13 at the home| Charlotte Carter was chosen | The Maritime Federation .of the
lof Myrtle Wilson on Sunset a5 delegates for Southern Jack- | Pacific in  annual coment:un‘
|drive. son County Fair in September. |here protested Friday agains
Lecture hour was a jolly ene | Refreshments were served by'lnc_ transfer of the :rnrn_l_;_rlut::
iwith all members mwndfng to Halls and Martin. and ruturah_utlan adcm lr::r.n'enk
a roll eall on a great variety| Committee  drawn for next the federal justice depa
|of rubjects. serving was Myrtle Whipple -
Next literary program will be 8nd Greenwoods. Qutstanding bills and obligs-
presented by the Flora, Mrs. Sales slips to June should be tions are paid 1wice a year In
Ruth Clark. |in by next meeting. China. Settlement days fall on
| —_ | A committee reported the' the Junar New Year, in Janu-
Live Oak Grange Saturday Evening Post had | sry or Fehrusry, and again six
Grange met with good attend- |beer subscribed to for one year' months later.
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WEIGHS 225 POUNDS
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| MAGINOT

Andre Maginet, whe entered military service in 1914 as a private and ress to be French

minister of war In 1922, er lived fo see his greatesi work coripleied. This vast project.

the famous Maginot line, is a filting memorial to a man who was a physical giant and a

tower of sirength to the French republic. Six feet five inches tall. he was head and

shoulders above the other stalesmen of the continent in the post-war struggle to secure
Western Europe against future German invasion.

Magivo! made constant demands for greater armaments in his country. and to the tme

of his death in 1932 urged that France keep up & constan! survellisnce of the Rhineland.

| Tomorrow: Farms in a Circlel

By HAL FORREST
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