Chapter 14
Mind Your Own Business’

HER way to see Hugh, Bren-

da heard her name called. She
twpged impatiently. Having made
up her mind o a move which
might be deemed by others some-
what unwise and officious, she was
‘n:lmlly impatient st any delay

this action.

*“What ls n,‘num!m You are
Dorothy, aren't you?!™
Dorothy gave a timid grunt In
. Her gmld face was scarlet,
elther from her exertions or from
embarrassment, and she fingered
m hem of her spron exactly like
second housemaid in & good
old Britlsh drama.
*Well, what can I do for you,
Darothy?" Brenda asked.
Dorothy mumbled something,
at the same time poking an awk-
ward finger into her halr,
“What i 1?7 You'll really have
r‘ lp.!lk up if you want me to
T

“Curla!® the innocent orphan
gasped. “1 want to have curls like
yours.”

The astounded Miss Bumham
mnd at her in silence. It appeared

at KqunF was right, after all!
The Colonel’s Indy—or at any rate,
the Brenda Burnhams and Doro-

Armolds were sisters under the
n, 50 {ar as curls went anyhow,

She said kindly. *I'm afraid o
permanent is the best you can do
along that line, Dumlh{. You see,
T was Lorn with curly hair gust us
you were born with straight.” She
eyed the thick tow-coloyed locks

mhtm}y. *“I'll bet her hair is L
to her walstL”

“You'd realls be wise not to
touch it though,” she warned, "It's
re[ry nlce r; and such a lot of
L

Dorothy gulped. *Too muech! 1
have 1o wear the awfulest old
hats! Would you—please,

nold can 1 have a permanent?™
Brenda's besetting sin, her sin-
ful independence, rose In one out-

Jeap.

Ask her? Why should I or any-
one ask her? It's your hair, isn't
1" Then an ldea checked her.
“You have wages, or an allow-
ance, of your own, Darothy?™

“[ got my savings accounts; and
1 have a dollar a week to spend.”

Brenda surveyed her wopder-
Ingly. Was the woman really sub-
normal, as ahe had suggested to
Mre. Arnold? Surely nothing else
could account for the dictatorahip
which was exercised over her. For
ance in her life Brenda resolved
to use some caution. Sha would in-

uire into the mental status aof
rothy before she gave advice,
If she was normal, well and good,
She should be encouraged to spend
her own money ks she pleased.
If she was not— well, of course
that might alter the case. Brenda
said kindiy:

“I'm in a terrible hurry now,
Dorothy. Let me think it over—
about your hair, | mean—and then
I'll tell you what I have declded.
Will that be all right?"

She was surprised to see tears

ring lnto the amall brown eves
poking down into her own. Doro-

gulped, tortured her apron
hem more violently than sver, and
nodded. Brenda sped away.

*What this street needs Is
O'Neill and Mary Wilkins Free
man in collaboration” she re.
marked thoughtfully.

‘Don't Overstep’
HUGH did not answer her tap at
the studio door. He seldom did
when he was absorbed in his work
Undaunted, Brenda Qrm‘.mi it
open and walked In. The artist

busy with some pen and
sketches over which he haatily
placed a blotter when he recog-
nized his ealler.

"I'Lui:h. I've got some news for

He looked at her wit
af Adelaide's vagu
plain that his min
away from The Street

“Tt's about—Linda!™

h something
rax It waa

Mis head jerked up, his eyes| discussion, so far as I am cone

grew stern
*Look here, little Brenda Bum.
ham." he said levelly. *You're a
hild, and I've liked hnvin

1

aari-

ned. *T will
it I'm
t know
you, and

nen
34 enjoy being trea
dit: a8 & responsible ady
hed.
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marriage? There's nothing 1 need
to know about Linda, She's per-
fectly able to luok after hersell”
And then he added in a panic-
stricken volee: “She’s not ilI? You
m.vl-_-n't come 1o tell me that she's

Brenda drifted toward the door.
“Not that [ know of—though it's
likely she will be, under the eir-
cumstances”

He crossed the studio in five
strides; gripped her arm until she
w

“What do you know about Lin-
da? Tell me!
ing 70u Deeded 1o knaw Sb0UE BEF
ng you neede ow about her;
I l.‘n{'luhl you wanted me 1o mind
rn{ own business.™

Te smiled wryly, "It doesn't
seem to me that you have minded
{t—exactly. Even for a Burnham
you seem to have a finger in a good
many ples on The Street Sit
down," he commanded, "and say
what you came to say.”

She sank obedlently upon the
couch. "You remember you asked
me a while back if I'd written any-
one about you? And [ sald I had—
ohe of two persana? Well, I had an
answer this morning to one of
those letters. It's from a friend of
mine in Hew York She knows—
your wife; she knows Linda.”

“Go on" he bade her Impa-
tlently.

“She’'s clerking in a bargain
basement Hugh, She's living ina
down-at-the-heels room in a none-
tou-distinguished house.”

‘A Bad Mistake'

*T INDA!" His eyes darkened

and his fece grew ashen.
Then Me laughed. "You've been
misinformed, Brenda. 1 pay five
hundred dollars into Linda's bank
on the first of every month. She
could live eomfnrtably on that
Aside from that, you don't know
inda. Luxury is an absolute ne-
cessity to her. I honestly belleve
she'd die If she—did what you said
she was doing. Clerking—Lindal
Your corre. dent has made a
bad mistake.

She drew a letter from the pock-

and.
“Read for yourself,” she sald
simply.
Five minutes later he lifted his
head and gazed at her haggardly,
“But what in heaven's name is
ghrvdolng with the money | pay
ert”

It was & taclt admisslon of con-
version but his visitor refrained
from ﬁm.mtmg her triumph.

“I've thought 't all out,” she in-
formed hha. “I don't know why
she left you—1 imagine it was
some silly sort of quarrel—but if
she happened to be a proud per-
BON—

“Linda is damnably proud!®

“Um. Yes. It all fits In. She isn't
using vour money, you see. She
wen! out and ngt_herull a job—

any kind af a jo

He plun his hands in his
thick hair. “But that doean't make
gense! In the first place, Linda |8
entitled to what money I send her.
We're not divorced, she's still my
wife. It's my job o support her. In
the second —"

“I wouldn't think | was entitled
to money, if I'd Yelt my husband*
Brenda sald bluntly

*You wouldn't?" The ldea ap-
peared 1o be so odd to him that he
stopped te ponder it “But that's
absurd, Brenda; It's ridiculous,
Naturally a man supports his
wifa"

She said still more bluntly:

“But she 't vour wife now,
Hugh, Surely you must see that,
Surely you mus! realize she would
look at it that way."

Angry color bef‘m to replace his
pallor. “Of all the specious rea-

[
was seated before a long table, | logieal than you are, Hugh! Think
ink | it over!™

ind been far | Tegret it afterwar

e, |

b kands not quite
i

soning 1 ever heard ., . but that's
a woman for you! Logle simply
doesn’t exist fo. your sex!"

*On the contrary, it seems to
e that Linda's being far more

He swallowesd. "Listen, Brenda!
I'll give you the barest outline of
the—the trouble belween Linda
and me -

She shook her head, her eves en
her shoes,

"Betler not, Hugh! You might
I've told you
what T thought it was important
for you to know. That clotes the

.‘fn“h'd »

But he was as eager now to de-
tain her as he had been to speed |
r an her way ten minttes
e
“Tell me what to da" he hegged.
“Shall 1 eateh the first train to
New York and find Linda—reason
with her -

She lTooked at him pityingly
Such a clever art and so atupid
where women were concerned
“Heavens above, no! You'd sim-

=

ply av fram her fobd,
fre lorig has she

"Ninetean meoenths and ten
davs.” he said

Brenda drew her own eanelu.
sions from thia prompl answer.
Conlinued tomorrow
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New York, May
Now 1t ean be told. Wives of
physicians often are suspl

e § [T

ation

of thelr husbunds' assocl
with wamen patients

This is the conclunion of the
Divorce Reform league, which
says that physicians have a
higher divorce average the
members of any other profes
plon—partly bDecause of their
wives' suspiclons

League Directur David Ap

steln, sayy that a 10.yeur study
ol the divorce situation reveals
that flve of every 12 marriages
by phyeiciane fall, Other pro
fesdalons average two fallures In
12 marrisges
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Spring Hill, Kas. U»—L. H.

.Snrdtr._ who has been In the mer maoneuvers that will con-
| telephone business most of his centrate 40.000 troops here dur-
|81 yoars, sees no harm in p,.ny.‘mg August were revealed to-
|line subscribers listening in on  day.

;thmr neighbors’ conversationsa
| In fact, he encourages it

He owns the Mijo Telephone
{company of southeastern John-
lson and northern Miami coun-
| ties, which has more than 200

subseribers sharing 24  party
| lines.
He calls listening in “rubber-

|ing" and believes 14 is all right

“For instance,” he salid.
| “somebody ls sick und a doctor
| is called. The neighbors get a
first-hand report on the sick
| person’s condition and are ready
to offer aid.

“Maybe a couple of women
|are planning a neighborhood
| entertalnment—the women list-
|ening in can offer suggestions
| and can save a lot of individual
calling.”

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS
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THE BRIDGE PARTY AT HE COMMUNITY CLUB 60T A BRD
SETBACK WHEN FRED PERLEY HAVING SOME VARNISH LEF]
OVER FROM THE SPRING FRESHENING UP, THOUGHT HE woul)
DO THE LADES A GOOD TURN BY TOUCHING UP THE BRIDGE
TABLES = ONLY -THEY DIDN'T DRY IN iIME
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|
reserve officers from through- posed of California, Oregon,
out the west, will train in the  Washington, ldaho, Montana,
Fort LewisCentralla-Chehalis L'Euh. Wyoming, Nevada uru14
Grand Mound aren of southwest | Aluska.

Washington. E'm‘-"—": a
A four day mock Wwar, % | wih the German Western
colving war plunes, lght tanks| o o0 May 23 —(Delayed)—
and other hitandrun military | o geen on a German armor-
weapons, will be held August ed car behind the front: *Den-
14-17 In the heavily wooded. = o wurwsy, Holland, Bels
piver cut preirie reglon south oy, pogland—everything Ger
of Fort Lewis g

concentration, heaviest RS

at Fort Lewls since the first| The fingers and eyes of pro-
world war, is being held under | fessional soriers of mohair have
t sident's “limited emer- to be so sensitive they can di-
It will bring to- | vide batches of goat's hair into
gother virtunlly all mobile units | 30 classifications that vary only
of the ninth -(‘nr{',r aren, com-! 37 ten thousandths of an inch.

by JOHN HIX

SLATED EXT LS

Fort Lewis, Wash., May 23—
(Pr=—Detuils of intensive sum-

The troops, including regular
army, natlonal guardsmen and

STRANGE AS IT SEEMS
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INSTALLMENT WIVES

Among Indians of Guatomala a groom may arrange dowry paymenis for his bride on the
installment plan. With a small down payment and easy terms, paymenis often last a life-
time. 1 the husband decides not !o keep the wife, he may relurn her—and get his money
back!
TOY SOLDIERS

An ardent pacifist, H. G. Wells, British auther. maintains an army of toy soldiers which he
himsel! colors. He Irequently engages them in terrific battles in his study.
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TAILSPIN TOMMY—Good News . . .

By HAL FORREST

IT'S A HONEY,
SERAY..LOOKS
JUST LIKE A
RE PLANE

REN WEBSTER'S CAREER—Suspicicus Is Right!

By EDWIN ALGER
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12 COUNTIES ESCAPE

Portiand, May
Only 12 Oregon
aped without new outbreaks
wensles for the week emding
My 18, the state health des

L
partment’s survey showed to
iy

23~

unt
unties

e
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Of the 33 cases, Baker
ported 1, Clackamas 54, Doug- |
las 4, Jackson 40 Josephine 32,1
Kiamath 51, Lake 24, Lane 19,/
Marion 20, Multnomah &8, |
Washington 83 |

Crook and Wasco
each recorded A case
fever and Hood River

of infantlle paralyvsia

g

eounties
of tick
ane case

The '-'-u'ki'.-\,: bird -u the state
bird of Tennessee. I
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