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e Creep
by Frances Shelley Wees

Chapler 40
Explanations
T‘HE little breakfast room was
bright with sun.

The French door from the study
was Pu.shed o‘ren and four youm}
people entered. All bore marks o
siraln, of sleepless nights and of |
worry, but the air of tension had |
disappeared.

“Will you sit here, please, Dun-
ean?"” Tutk murmured, indicating
e chair on her left.

Michael dropped Into his own

* thair when she was seated,

“And 1" Tuck agrrmi. “It was
so nice of you to come to breakfast,
Diinean. How is vour brother?"

The fine eyeas darkened. “Not
very well, the doctors say, but they
think they'll pull him through.
Hu's had almost three months o
«» « tOrture, you know, Drugs. He
isn't sane yet."

The percolator bubbled and
sang. Bunny leaned forward, her
hands f{olded on the edge of the
table. “Thereare seventeen things
1 lbmiulelly must know before I
can stop this whizzing in my head,"

snnounced, “and I've
waiting for years, it seems, al-
thauEh it's only thirty-six hours—
to agk them. Has the time arrlved?
May 17"

Michanl tried his best to look
like an oracle, "You may."

"Thank you, Michael. It's so kind
of you. ... Very well, I've got most
ol it straight, !ynu know. It's true
isn't it, that all the things you told
us yesterday, all the dreadful
things you heard about Edgar
Murchison from that poor soldier
Smith and from e\rtsriynna vvy the
things vou so carefully kept from
our tender little cara . . . were not
true? Or, rather, wers true only if
{!ou put McBain's name in each

me instead of Bdgar Murchi-
son's? It's true that Dr. MeBailn
wis  dsliberately impersonatin
Dr. Murehison just to keep himsel
ouit of trouble and get the other
man into 17"

Duncan's hrows drew together,

Michael looked at him swiftly,
*That's it, Bunny. But I was ?rnlly
stupld about it. I got an inkling of
the truth when Jameson deseribed
how Murchison acted when the
delegation came to him with that
paper from the pound benring his
signnture. He had a perfect right,
you see, to get animals to experi-
ment on fram the pound. It's al-
waiys done that way, If he had been
Fu 1ty of torturing those animals,

figured, he'd have had a story
réndy for them. But he didn't. He
Insisted on seeing the signature
and then he said, “Very well
Entlamnn, you win,' Now, why did
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o Insist on leein§ the paper?
hat's what I asked myself. Be-
sause, T argued, he hadn't been
gelting animals from the pound to
use in the ordinary way, anms-
thetized. Beeause he didn't believe
they had nny such pn{:or. It he
didn't bellave they had it, then he
eotld never have signed it There-
fore, since the paper obviously
existod, someone elge had forged
hin name. Who? Well, T reasoned
It could only be one of two peaple,
Dunean Murchlson or Dr. McBain,
In either case Dr. Murchison might
have ncted as he did, through a
sense of responsibility. In  his
brother's case it wauld be because
he wanted to shield him, In Me-
Bain's case it would be because
Murechison felt tesponsible for
whatever went on in the lab any-
oy and knew that he must settle
with MeBaln himsolf."

“But the shrioks, Michnel! The

or tortureed animals, .. wouldn't
e have known about them?"

"I tloubt it. 1 don't think it hap-

ned very aoften, you know, A
ming like thot doesn't need to
Happen very often before peaple
itart talking, That very story
whout the animals erying at night
mads me suspielous. You sne,
Tamenon couldn't say that it was
Murchison himself who worked in
the lab at night. He wasn't an duty
then, No one was; and MeBain had
managed so cloverly to spread a
net of insinuations over his e¢nl-
league that when anything went
wrong, it was Murchison who was
sccused, That's why he gave that
E:Iril'r to Smith signed presumably
¥ Murchiton. 1 got nRinl af that
the night of Deanes' party, when |
I talked to MeBain. He said, 'l was
trained in a when the human |
body was sacred, whon men had
souls, when every life was of
value, but 1 refuse to condemn a
younger man who waa teained dif-
erently and haa the cournge to nel
hocording to his training.' Pretty
elever, and allawed it almost
wholoe A I bogan 1o think
Just what he wanted me to think,
that Murchizon was a pretty cold-
blooded 1at."

‘Plecing Things Together'
"\ THEN Smith sent for me"
Michael went on, "and said

that ha'd sevn Murchison himself
T ot it all. It couldn't have been
Murchison, with every man on the
foree on the Inokonpt for him: and
by piecing things together 1{ wag
laln. MeBain had been using
fureh 1'a name and identity to
further hiz own plepsant le
plans. and Murchison had found it
out. They hod guatrreled, and Mc-
Bain had taken the quickest way
out, He' was hitterly jenlous of
Murehlsnn any
who had been brought in ' his
head, and had hated him from the
boginning because of his elever-
ness. The motive was plain-
fealousy, and a fear for his own
gkin, inh case Murchison exposed
him. So 1 decided that he
killed Edgar Mureh |
dropped lis weighted body |
the river

"Whaat | didn’t think of™
ehael went on bitterly afte

hai | 1ha
son and o

about, and I'd come to the eonclu-
slon that MecBaln had Invented
some mnew sort of solvent that
would dissolve animal matter
completely ., , , and 1 admit, 1
thought of that later ... however,”
he went on hastily st the expres-
sion on Tuck's face, T didn't sus-
pect far o moment that he had n
secret laboratory near by, I should
think that fact would explain the
disnppearance of those hodles .. .
as it explnina g0 many other things,
He'd have had no trouble getting
them through the woods unseen at
night, and into his boat. If I'd
guessed of the existence of that
place .. . or dreamed that Murchi-
son was atill alive, I'd have had
MeBain shadowed. sooner.

“Sooner?"

"Yes. Donovan was shadowing
him the night , . . the night hs got
you, Tuck. Hill was up here, you
see, but too lale. After Smith spid
he'd seen him buying an nar-lock,
I decided it was time to keep an
eye on him, I thought he had some
devilish scheme up hia sleeve to
dispose of us through this boat,
and we couldn't take any more
chances, We'd thought, you see,
that it was enough to search for the
boat. It wasn't. So Donovan was
walching him down town that
night for an hour or two until 1
eould get fresh men on the trall,
but then he was pretiy tired, and
MeBain gave him the slip, My
fault, but Donovan Insisted on
daing It. He hated McBain after
what he did to Gordon,"

Duncan looked up qulckly.
"What about the attack on you,
Forrester? The gas? How did he
do 11?7 There wouldn't have been
time for so much gos to have es-
cn[gd Juat while the two men were
at Deanes’, would there?"

Michael shook his head. “There
are a lot of places where he was
too elever, I don't see how he
Pullnd that stunt about the poison-
ng of the meat but he did, Perhapa
he'll tell. However, he certainly
had the furnaoce fixed, possibly
weeks before, with the chimney
I‘llpe disconnocted, and eertainly
e pulled the gna lever with that
stelng through the window, When,
wae don't know. He must have done
it just after our bedroom Nghta
went out. At firat the gna wouldn't
be noticeable, you see, and we'd
get off to sleep . . . and then it
creﬁ!. up and caught us. I think
perhaps he had a second cord tied
to the first, running out to the
hedge. T don't know, It was a very
dark night. You can nsk him your-
sell, Dune, If you'd like to try it
sometime.”

Key Or Keys?

'Tlh’nN!{ you. Il remember
that. Another thing—will you
tell me now why you were having
me followed?"

"T wasn't. That's Just it. If you
were  followed, MeBain himgelt
was doing it. T was nfraid of that,

Te was pwoy (rom home o jgreat
deal too much, T know he'd do it,
after Miss Lissey talled to you on
Sunrlnr. You see, he was almost
sure she suspected or knew the
truth, In any case, she knew too
mueh. And he was sure that you'd
discovered that he'd signed. your
hrother's name once or twice, and
he didn't know exactly how much
your brother had told you. He
thought you might be worlting
only for confirmalion before you
spoke, and you ware very danger-
ous to him, That's why he put
the keys and the poison in vour
rooms, you seo. He hoped you'd be
arrested long ago, He was counting
on the enmity hetween you and
the Devoes—and perhaps hio got
the idea itself from what—shall
we sny Mrs Jared Devoo . , . said
nbout the keys, She owverhenrd
your brother sayving he would
leave you the ey, 1 take It—the
kev to the mystery of the diamonds
and the papers relating to her
future—those love lettors from
another man. After she had tes.
tifled at the inquest that vour
brother said keys, McBain got a
new iden. So did L"

"So that's iL" he sald. “Koy
keys, Certainly. And those love let.
tors. Edgar expe | o leave n
messige as to w I could find
them-—certainly he did, I told vou
that. The key, It hadn't oecurred
to me just what she meant that
she'd overbeard. And the moment
I saw those lottors | knew whant
they meant, | shie wasn't
worthy of anv co ation from
Edgar," He foll silent, thinking
Then—"How'd voli know he had
planted those things on me?"

"Katle Michan] answered

promptly, “Katie Jameson, She
was watching for me. The frat
time MeBain showed his nose

around the residences she wan to
telephone me. She ealled nearly a
week ago, 1 told her to look for the
things in your room, and she found
them, We just left them there for
n while letting 9 transpire. 1
hoped McB uld make a move
to cast you ther into suspicion
and get himeel! into
the limelight. My hands were tied.
vou goe. He couldn’t he arrested
for the murder of Edanr Murchi-

gon when we had no body, He'd
have gotlen off on some eoynt,
trukt him. Wit a1 Lissev's
death, the pvide wis againat
yvou, and with poor ol Trs, Dovon
It was galng Lo o

whasn't siiclde
many cf
slale P
know wh
1o that po
know that Jethro
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pause, "was the truth, 1 wondered | Wou

what happoned to the bondles of

those animals Jameson talked
Hoboken Blare. |
Hoboken, N, J., Jan. 2 1y

Firemon fought late Monday a
bluze which broke In the
recontly  completed home of |
Mayor Bernard N, McFeely und |
spread to n nearby factory and
peveral  other bhulldings No

out

other Informntion was available

immediately

Coneluded Monday

Cangressman Has Siroke

Johnstown, O Jan, 2—01"
Rep, Willlaom A Ashbrook (D
Dhio) sulferad o paralvt ki
todny and his | il
condition 18 er
92, first was !

Ber In Washington but had oy

proved epldl
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RADIO _E_I_lAIHs

ETATIONS

Where to Fiud Them on the Dial:

KEX, Portlana, 1180; KF1, 640,
Los Angries; KGA, 1470, Spolintir:
KGO, 790, San Franclso; KGW,
020, Portland: KJIN. §30, Seattle)
KNX, 1000, Los Angeles; KOA, #30,
enser; KOIN, 840,  Porfland;
KOMO, 020, seatilo; KPO, 690, San
Francisen: KSL, 1180, Salt Lake.

Tuesday

B.0D:—Aldrich Pamily,
RGW. Prank and Archis, KJR

B:30—8herlock Holmes, KOO, KEX
KJIR; Pov of Gold, KPO, KFI, KOW
Court. of Miming Holrn, KNX. KOIN,
KAL

8:00—We, the People, KSL.
¢nds of America, KPO, KFI,

B8:30—Fibber Mitine, KPO,
KF1: Human Bids of
KOO, KEX,

T:00—8hields Revue, XEX: Drama,
KOO; Bob Hope, KPO, KOW, KFT:
Calling All Cars, KNX.

7:40—8ports Huddls, KNX, EOIN
Mammoth Minstrels, KOO, KJR!
Dog House, KPO, KFI, KGW; Newn,
KEL

B:00—Pred Waring, XPO, KFi,
KGW: Amos and Andy, KNX, KOIN,

raw
Eaw,
Litarature,

K8L: Information Pleass, KGO,
KEX, KJR
8/16—Jimmle Fidler, KBL, ENX,

KOIN: I Love n Mystery, KP'O, KFPI,
HOw.

KFO, KM, |

Caval- |

‘ fat—Aldrich Bamily, KOO, KEX,

EJit; Johony Presents, KPO, EFl,
EOW,; Bizg Town, KOIN. ENX.

0:00—We, the People. ENX, KOIN;
Beyond HRemsonabls Doubt, KOO,
KJR: Dorsey's Orch., KPD, EGW.

#:10—Battle of ths Bexes, KPO,
| ROW, KFI; Lorch's Orch., KNX,
KOIN; Messner's Orch., KOO, News,
KJR.

10:00—Nsws Reporter, KPFQ, KPI, IR
EOW, Psul Bullivan, EKNX, KSL: | G " o |
Heldts Orch, KGO, KEX, KJB |, 230—Nobis's Orch, KGO, b
Mams RO | Nows, KJR.

10.30—Poster's Oreh. KP1 xow. | \000—Martin's Orch, KGO, KEX;
Saunders' Orch. KOO, KR, KEX: K Lout HKNX, 55!.‘ ’.““E eyl
|'Ted Fo Mito, ESL City of & |00 EFL I‘-m' Reniii ot
Pratcls. KPO 10 m—?tr.ut.: Orch, KGO, KJR,

11:00—Ravaeza's Oreh, KPO, EPFI; 2;: BETHIE (Orctts. RPO, (EFL
{Tnss Moving Worid KEX: Gray®| 1) 0o cray's Orch. KOIN, KSL;
2;1“' KL, KOIN. Nows, KOO, KNX, | yoiiinonarmes oreh . KPO, KFI: This
| Moving World, KEX, KJR; News,
| Wednesdny KOO, KOW.

B.00—Frank and  Archis, KJR: SR
| Suniet  Shadows, KOO; Warings

1 L4 . -

[ Orch, KPO, KOW, KPI, | dio H h
| B:30—Kaiseys Oreh, ®ro; w-llRa 10 lghhg ts
| Present, KOO, KJR
| #:0—Btar Thester, KSL, KOIN, By Associated Press
| ENX; Radio Gulld, KOMO; Musical (Pacific Standard Time)
|:f;:ge, KFl, KOW. Safety First.| New York, Jan, 2, —Opening

8:30—Haras And Buggy Days, KGO,

Hollywood Playhouse, EKPFO, KPL
| KGwW

T7:00—Mliller's Orch., KNX, KSL,
KEOIN: Kymer's Program, KPO, KOW,
KFI; Bnield's Orech., KGO, KJR.
KEX

T:a0—~Burns  and  Allen, KNX
KOIN, K3L

B:0—Wnring’s Orch., KPO; John-

|l:y Presents, KOO, KJR, KEX: Mn«]
And Andy, ENX, KOIN, KSL.
| B:16—1 Love a Mystery., KPO.
KGW, KFI; Lum and Abmer, KSL,
KNX, KOIN,
B:30—8ketch, KNX KEBL KOIN;
| Quiz Program, KGO, KJR KEX;
Avalon Time, KPO, KF1, KOW,
0:00—Al Pearce, KNX, KS8L, KOIN,
| Fred Allen, KFrO, EKOw. KFI: Be-
yond Remsonable Doubt, KGO, KEX,

of congress and the president's
message will be broadcast from
the nation’s capital tomorrow,

All three networks will trans-
| mit both programs, the opening
session to go on the air over
MBS at 8:45 a.m. and via WJZ-
NBC and WABC-CES at 9 a.m,

Brondcast of the president's
message will be started at
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WAHDERS THROUGH DESERT-
ED WATING Noubi, SICPING
T FIND A Dits ARYsL HEWS-
PAPER 10 R

DER

WitliaMSs 1_3

:

WANDERS OUf RGRIN AND
IMMEDIATELY GET5 A CIN-

GDES DOWN T0 SUBURBAN  DOESN'Y SEE WHY HE GOT  NEVER RHEW TMETO PReS  BRIGHTENG UP WHEN AT
STHTION To MEET COUSIN HERE 60 EARLY, WALKS SO SLOWLY. THINKS WiTeH  LONG LAST HEHEARS AP=
IRMA ARRIVING ON LITE  UP AND DOWN PLATFORM MUST HIWE STOFPER PROACHING TRAM  WHICH
EVENING TRAIN, 5TAMPS AND READS RLL AVILABLE FROVES 10 BE R SLow
10 KEEP WARM AWERTISINE Glahd FREWGHT

i

REMOVES 1T AND WANDERS  REfIRES T0 CORNER OF
N 10 TRY 10 ENERGE TICKET  WAMING RODM AND
AGENT IN TALK. AGENT IS
BUSY MAKING OUT REPORTS  PULLS IN, FiFEEN

IN Hi6 EYE
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10:45 am. by MBS ond at 11| Happy Texas | flown 750,000,000 passenger

a.m. by WEAF-WJZ-NBC and| Happy, Tex, Jan. 2,—{P— miles in 1089, with only nine

WABC-CES. Thousands of persons through- | Passenger fatalitles and thr;g
= |aut the country received “happy | CTeW fatallties. The 82,0000

Tonight: Europe — WABC: New year" greetings bearing | Passenger miles flown per pas

CBS b5:55, B; MBS 8, 6:15; | senger {atality was nearly four

Roosevelt

Use Mnail

WEAF-NBC-East 8.

Democracy.”

Tribune want ads.

volume of

Wednesday: Furope—NBC 5 third heavier than a year ago
jam; WABC.CBS 5 am. 330
|pm. WJIZ-NBC—2 Mrs,

F. n.r

on "Training For

civil aeron
mated tod

the postmark, Happy, Tex. The

Air Lines Set Record
Washington, Jan. 2, (#—The |

airlines in the United States had' States.

yearend mail was times the 1038 record.

Seven tea tasters distate the
tea tastes of America. They
meet annually to test tea sam-
autics authority estl-| ples and to decide which teas
ay that commercial | shall be admitted 1o the United

STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX

For further proot address the author, Inclosing & stamped envelops tor reply.

Reg. U. 8. Pat. OfL.

BROODS UNTIL TRAIN
MINUTES LATE

TAILSPIN TOMMY-—A Heavy Asslgnment!
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"oR. JE

rNN-“"e MPSTERPIECE/

RoBERT LoU|g SIEVENSON =-
2\cK IN BED, WROIE

KYLL AND MR. HYDE"IN B DAYS...

THeN, DIcSTISFIED, BURNED ITT  w

AND REWROTE THE ENTIRE STORY

/N 3 MORE DAYs/

il

© 184
Tie e

A ROBIN --
BUILT HER NEST

it B o
AND OWNED BY A GAME WARDEN/

Clermmer L.Miller
Augusi Co., Ga.

INVALID'S MASTERPIECE
Robert Louis Stevanson was i1l in bed when he wrote "The Sirange Case of Dr. Jokyll and
Mr. Hyde."” His inspiration was a real characler—Descon William Brodie of Edinburgh, Scol-
land, a town councilor who spent his nigh!s at burglary. Brodie invented the gallows drop, and
later was hanged on his own invention,
THE COMMODORE'S MISTAKE
Two years before the United States officially took over California (then part of Mexico),

Commmodore Thomas Jones, U. S, N., heard rumars of war and sailed

HENRY T --¢ ff?/m,’

Whe co PLEASED WiTH

A Pﬂwlﬂsl;[ﬂcﬁgro l;l(ﬁ
Awwi‘?H Hg GIFT { )
of A MANoR[ & (.
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F0R 48 HouRS --BY MISTAKE]

1 BELONGED To MEXICO, WHICH

We BELIEVED To BE AT WAR WITH THE L)%,

~Oclober; 1942 -

into Monterey Bay to

hoist the Stars and Siripes over the Presidie. Two days later he learned his mistake,

TOMORROW: Four Centuries of Mourningl

By HAL FORRES™

I WANT YOu
AND SKEETER.
TO FLY THE
NEW 3-POINT
4-MOTORED
BOMBER TO
ELVANIA]

= Z

b,

BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER—But,

I N

THE

Is He?

OUR EXPORTS
TO ELVANIA

SHIPS HAVE
BEEN HEAVY,
TOMMY. BUT
NOW WE'RE
GOING IN FOR

FLY ING
FORTRESS
TEST

SMALL

BIG STURR St ]

LIKE THE

OF

IT OVER THE
OCEAN......
ELVANIA IS ONE
WAY TO CONVINCE
THAT COUNTRY
ITS LONG

CRUISING RANGE/

YES! AND FLYING \( WILL IT PROVE
ANYTHING | F WE

TO MAKE A
LANDIN'
MIDDLE

OCEAN :

THAT DEPENDS
ON HOW LONG

00w

3-POINT YOU STAY AFLOAT!

IN TH' THERE ARE LOTS

F TH’ OF SHARKS IN
THE SOouTH

PACIFIC !

By EDWIN ALGER

You

MEETIN' LAST NIGHT,
DINCHA, BENT BI&
CROWD? YEAH!
ONE BUMI

RIGHT WE'RE

SAW THE MAGS

ALL
LICKED!

of It

WELL, MY FRIEND, wHO
OWNS THE MOST LAND
IN HAPRY VALLEY?

SURE,
WE DO, DON'T WE?

L

WHATTA WE SELLIN'
LOTS FORYT FIVE
HUNDRED, SEVEN
FIFTY, A THOUSAND
BUCKS? AN' wE
MAKE A PROFIT?

OH, RUSTY,
DON'T BE
SiLLY!

HOWUA LIKE To)
SELL ONE LOT

FOR THIRTY
THOUSAND

By SOL HESS

PONC
FTHS

[ sop!

b

W LOOK HERE, RUDY. )
THING HWAS GOT TO

\'I
SYOU'LL HAVE A ]

NERVOUS BREARDOWN L/
. e

—

/1 ANT DONG THIS

! . i
. FORMULA,

{ BECAUSE I'M GETTING k|
JFUN OUT OF IT .WE JUST

’\LOST MILLIONS OF DOLLARS ) 7
\WHEN | LOST THAT -

4,7 WE DONT \ ———— (THAT'S RISHT, AND IF WE HAD
| NEED ALL THAT |/ DID YOU EVER EVERYTHING WE WANTED WE
W MONEY AR ([ SOP TO TINK IF N —J WOLLDNT HAVE ANYTHING TO
P~ 7 ||YOU HAD EVERYTHING \ ARGUE ABOUT. AND WEVE EMOVED)
TR [[WE WANT WE COULDN TISOME STRENUOUS ARGUMENTS |
R [[evsoy mie anmicipa s CUITE F
LN S [ o oF cErning — LT
= - ~ANYTHING 7
! e ;_ e

[
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