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e Creeping Man |
by Frances Shelley Wees
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apparently had been battling
for days.
Pilot Don Glass reported first

sighting the big animals with
locked horns, He flew back to
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river with Gordon, drifting alon
¢ bank in the gray boat? He'

knew Duncan wasn't the fiend he
wasg leaking for.
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Perhaps he knew at last where
Murchison's hody had been taken.
Perhaps thnt's what he was |ook-
ing for In the boat—a welghted
body that had been dropped from
the cliff above,

And Michael was so strange to-
night, He had sat cll through din-
ner awfully preoceupled, not an-
swering when he was spoken to
at all. Kinally he had looked over
at Bunny, and sald, without warn-
I.hg. “Da vou believe he's guiliy?”

unny wis pale with great black
rings around her eyes She had
been pretty sick after the gas. She
had looked up and said, “Don't
ask me, Michael. How can I tell?
I don't feel that it's possible he's
lullli:. if that's what you mean.”

“That'll do," Michael had said

vely, Thén, after a minute,

t's lonely In prison, I've heard.
We won't let him out on bail
How'd you like to come down and
tell him you think he's Innocent?"

Bunny had been sort of frozen
st this question, and she had
stared at him. “What do you mean,
Michnel?"

“Dy vou remember exactly what
1 gaid to you about Duncan? That
4 vou knew as much as I do about
this caze you would never speak
h"lvlru ORain?"

“Well , . . can't you imagine
what that means, Bunny?"

Tuck's head hurt again. It had
been swimming at dinner, and she
hersell simply couldn't Imagine
what that meant, except what it
suid  Evidently [t didn't mean
that Bunny saw, She jumped up
from the table, her hand at her
ﬂ'..r.?nl' and sald, “Michaell [s that

"That's It. Wil you go?”

“Must we wait for desseri?™

Michael got up too, He came
over to Tuck. sitting at the foot
of the table, picked her up and
carried her to the porch hammoek.
Then he k her. "You're still
sick, honey,” he had sald, “Lie
here in the fresh air until we come
back, and we'll explain®

Charlotte Jean had brought an
aspirin, then, and Tuek had taken
It Perhaps that's what made her
end feel fuzzy, The cool twilight
air was wonderful . , . it made one

would never dare go out there

out In the wood She looked up
Out In the darkness of the trees
stood a tall figure with the shor!

liceman's cape that told its
dentity. He did not move, bul
waved a reassuring hand.

Tuck waved back, and started
for her own gute. Agamemnon
came racing to meet her, and
wilked by her side, brushing and
nrchinﬁ himself against her skirt
She did not notice him. What was
it Gordon had zald? “"Came up out
of the ground.” How?

And then Tuck stopped short In
her walk. She had remembered
the hairpin , . . the hairpin she
and Bunny had found that dn;t
out hy the stump, Mrs, Devoe's
hairpin, Supposing why had
that hairpin lain whers jt did?
Supposing it lny there beeause old
Mrs Devoe had fallen there? And
supposing, — supposing she had
been murdered . . because she
had been standing right there
when the Creeping Man eame up
out of the ground! That was why
he had murdered her.

‘Tve Found Something'

TUCK glanced up at the sky
swiltly. Another half hour be-
fore dark. It would still be light
out on the eliffs Her mind was
made up, She couldn't walt untll
tomorrow to know

She turned toward that dark
flgure out in the wood, leanin
there apgninst a tree. and ecalle
out softly. “Mr. Donovan” she
sald, "I'm going out along the
eliffs. Will vou come hehind me
In the trees, and see that noth.
Ing_happens to me?™

He ratsed his billy. and straight-
ened up. She went uE the path on
fiying feel, and looked his way
only occasionally to see that he
followed. Agamemnon came tao,
dashing ahead of her happil
Thoy reached the fork of the path,
and Tuck raced madly through
the darkness,

Like a fash she ran up to the
blg stump where she and Bunny
had seen the hairpin: She seanned
the ground all about {t, with care.
ful search, to distinguish, perhaps
a trap door set into the earth. 11
seemed & little ridiculous. now
that she was here, Trap doors de
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THE DEAD SHOT

Early in the morning of May 18, 1918, Kiffin Rockwell, a North
little Nieuport pursuit plane over the Vosges Mountains into German ferritory. Suddenly his
motor started to quit and, heading for his own lines, Rockwell flew into the path of a German

two-seater,

A blast from the German machine-gunner sang past Rockwell's ears but Roclkwell with-
held his fire until a crash seemed inevitable. Then, he said: “I fired four or {ive shots and

swerved my machine fo the right. ., ., "

The blast took effect and the German plane crashed in flames, the first official victim
of the now famous Lafayelte Escadrille—brought down with less than half a dozen bullets!
TOMORROW: Years of Silence.
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