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YESTERDAY. The sumg rainy
night, Gordon Deane ir severely
wounded, and the Forresters
paered. Duncan s arrested,

Chapler 44
The Case Against Dunean

Y THE fizie Michnel was feel~
ing almoxt well the doctor waa
Able to say positively that Gordon
would lve—live, and quite poxsi-
bly be himsel! again within a
month or two, By the merest frac-
tion of a chance .he blow had
failed to be fatal. Gordon was not
yet conscious, and the doctor
waould not in any event allow him
to be questioned for many days.

Later that day Michael, with his
father and the Commissioner, were
back at the Forresler house. Tuck
and Bunny were still in bed at the
Deanes'.

The Distriet Attorney was very
angry. There was a spot of bril-
Hant red In either cheek, and his
shoggy brows were bent in such a
feroclous frown that his eyes
naver pecame visible,

“The devill” he was saying over
and over to himself, "The devil("

“Donovan’s swearing mad" the
Commissioner sald. “He dldn't
seem to mind about you, Michael,
and the three women helng at the
point of death, But he's rendy to
strangle with his own hands the
man who hit a defenseless and in-
nocent lad."

Michael smiled wryly. "Gordon
lan't quite as defenscless and in-
nocent ns he appears,” he replied,
*Apparently our murderer's found
t out, I tell you—Gordon's been

ee ME wajeh for me"

"fﬁe ael,” his father broke In
brusquely, “the girls are safe at

Deanes'?”

*They couldn't be safer, dad.”
“No. Perhaps not, But | thought
L " he pufled angrily ot his pipe.
Michael, I'm nll completely raz-
ele-dazzled, You told me that atufl
about the wvivisection and you
hinted at a man . , , a certain man
« .« and I've been suspecting him
all along, walting for you to pile
up the evidence, And now——" he
his son squarely. “Michael,
the worst man in the world would
not attack his own son so! It's im-
possihle, lad! And on top of that
you have another man arrested
that seems ns innocent as the

day."

g!lchuel twisted the signet ring
on hia finger in a slow canwmﬁm-
tion. "It's not a man we're dealing
with, dad.” he said at last. “It's
what you ealled him in the begin-
nin think. A devil, At least, a
mudman. But — T never named
himNto you, did 17"

" o "

"I wasn't sure, then, I'm surc
ow. Bul how the name of
eaven can I prove 117"

“You say you're sure now." the
Commissioner put in. “I issued a
warrant for young Murchlson's
arresl, Michnel, without knowing
upon whntwonndnyou based your
eertainty. Will you give them to
me?"

“He's In custody?"”

“Yes. But raving like a lion.
Crazy mad at us, Insists that he's
gob to be released Immediately
++» and I don't know how to an-
swer him,

“Donovan's not back yel?" Mi-
chael queried.

“Not yot. Where {s he?"

“I gent him on a little errand.
He'll be here any moment, He'll
have the final proofs for you—and
I'll give you the rest of the dope.
T've sid I can't prove my case,
remember, but we had to do some-
thing, We'll prove (t later,”

‘Unbelievahle’

E sat at the big desk and
ropped his head on one hand,
“First,” he said, "what about
that letter from Chicago? We
know 1t was a fake, In this way—
that it was sent from here by some-
one, held in Chicago a few days,
and then sent back. But—the ex-
pert testified that Murchison him-
sell wrote it. Until Smith came
with his Irantie story a few daya
back. that spemed utterly impos-
aible, although the expert does not |
make mistakes. 1 told myself then
that the only way in which he
eould have made n mistake was in
the chse of two handwritings, be-
longing to members of the same
family, alike in temperament and
upbringing. Therefore, 1 decided
that it was quite possible that
Dunean ecould have written the
letter. 1 discovered that their
handwritings were very similar by
looking up lab reports a1t the Unf-
versity. No one there ean tell them
apirl. So that point might be
settied 0" |
His father looked at him euri-
ously, but’ Michasl went straight
on. “Second, Dunoan's story about
the diame sounded remarkahly
unbelie He wanted the dia-
monds. The very fact that his

brother put pebliles where Dyunesn | dollars

thought the diamonds were to be
{nnmu to some misunderstanding
know Duncan said it was to de-

ceive the wife, but that needn't be | ©7

true. And, if you remember the
Trfch Duncan made to Marie on
the sun parch, about not being able
o stand 1L any longer
what! And the t :
nne—it looks if he wanted more
than the diam toesn™t 17 It
seemy that they have had a qunr-

Klanc

at to kill some-

rel later, perhapa. It may be that|'E

Duncan knows the truth about

Jared Devoe now. But we could |/

Interprat the situation at that|
time as we have interpreted it
There we have Dunean's mot
no proven alibl for
& murder, He saya
thoater. but he can't
¢ know that Marie

Move |

Murchison—or rather Mr, Deans|
Aays so—got out of a car beside|

the ‘men's residence, where Dun-
can | Ad midnight
bewn so

“Fourth, what did Miss Lissey!
WO —_—

Lives Up 1o Name |

Palpsville, 0. WA—F. G. Has-|
kins. and Charles St. Clair
pamed  thele 19:foot  sailbont
equipped with outbodrd motor
“Gone With the Wind" The
name proved approprinte. for
one day the two found

their
baat gone. '

by Frances Shelley Wees

Had thev |
ewhere togetherin a car? | 18

ving Man

say to Duncan on that Sunday
afternoon of the day she was
killed? Was she threatening him
with exposure? It seems strange
that she should have died —and b
poison — immediately afterward,
articularly when you realize that
uncan, us a chemist, can buy
palsons in an¥ amounts he desires,
without creating suspicion. Keep-
ing thot fact in mind, who had a
better opportunity to put the pol-
son in the meat that came here in-
tended for ua? 1 tell you, gentle-
men, the whole business is a very
carefully planned and carried out
bit of willainy." He held up his
hand as his father started to inter-
rL{pl. “Just a minute,” he said.
“You nre golng to say that 1 should
have truced the strange stuff that
killed the dog and cat by now. 1
have, 1t 1s p gaseous poiton, which
was made by Dr. Murchison and
Dr, Murchison only, in the process
of some of his experiments, and
the remainder of the supply stands
at the present moment in a blue
glass bottle in his own cabinet.”

John Forrester broke out. “Are
you trying to palm that riﬂmnrola
off on to us as roasonablie?” he de-
manded indignantly.

“Dad, do you think it's nice to
doubt my word so obviously?”
Michael asked. His tone was sor-
rowful, but his eyes twinkled.

“Humpf! Your first, seconds and
thirds! Your plausible ‘could
haves' and ‘might have beens'—
Humpf!"™ He gesticulated angrily
with the end of his pipe. "I've a
fow questions, my son. Maybe
you'll answer them, and maybe
you won't. First,—where is Mur-
chison? Second—why didn’t Dun-
can mean he'd kill Jared Devoe if
he didn't stop monkeying with the
woman? Any decent boy would
talk like that, though he shouldn't
have talked so loudly. Third—
why the devil don't you find out
whera the woman was the night
her husband was killod, instead of
Hinting that she might huve been
with Duncan? Fourth,—you can't
tell me the lad Intended to polson
the girls, even if he did think vou'd
be better dead, with his polsoned
meat Indeed! Fifth, —why eouldn’t
the Lissey woman have passed on
some of her slanderous tales to
Duncan the afternoon she died,
and told him it was time he did
something about his brother's
death, for instance? Why? [t
what she would have done. And
sixth,—my son, how did it happen
that he had the polson on him to
kill her with before he knew that
she was going to blow up and
threaten him with something? An-
swer me that?"

The Proof

"DAD," Michpel suid eritically,

“I can see now why you were
a good defense lawyer. You are
positively eloquent, man, although
you do get a bit mixed. However”
—he paused—"well, in case any-
body happens to ask, you'd at least
have n case sufficient to issue the
warrant, wouldn't you?”

“No,” said John Forrester de-
cidedly.

There wis a rap at the door.
Michael jumped to open it. Done-
van stood on the threshold with a
small package in his hand. He said
nothing, Michael took the parcel.

“Here's your prool” he said.
“Donovan, tell him where vou
found the contents of this parcel

“In the bottom drawer of Dun-
ean Murchison's dresser, sir,”

Michnel tore off the paper, He
held out a bunch of kevs and a
small gray box. “With my eompli-
ments," he sald. "Edgar Murchi-
son's key ring, and . " he took the
little gray box back, nnd slid it
open, *“Ten of the tablets of the

oison that killed Miss Lissey.
Iow abour thal, dad?"

Donovan at a sign from Michael
stepped out onto the sun porch and
brought In Higgins, whote knees
ware visibly shuking,

“Higgins, where wers you last
night?"

Hipgins |Iu1pml "S'welp me, Mr
Forrester, 1 was "ome in bed"”

“Can you prove that?”

*That I can, sir. I rooms with one
of the under-gardeners, sir”

“Were you rooming with him on
the night of the murder®"

Higging' little eves darted ta his
faee, ntd fell. “You mean Miss Lis-
sey's murder, Mr. Forrester?™

“No."

“You means—Professor Murchi-
son's murder, it

*You've got it now, Were you™

“Yes sir, 1 was, But it's no use,
he min't go! brains enough to re-
member back that far.” There was
despair In his tones

"1t looks very bad for you, Hig-
gina'

The narrow shotulders drooped.

Michael leaned (¢ ird, “How
did vou know the nocklace was
hidden here on the campus?™ he
asked

“Didn't know nothink about it.*

“Oh, plMe, Come elean. You
wore huntng for I, and vou ex-

to get several thousand
five thousand preferably
for finding it. And you
e key to the study, and

ved

"I *pard the
n' with his wife

f as well

iy else,
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Contlnued tomorraw

Fishermen on Probation.
Honolulu, Dee 27

fishermen arrested by the U 8§

nhvy tecently for treapas
the rostr ent
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Avalon Time, KPO, EFI, KOW, I

900 —Pearcé’'s Oang. ENX KSL
EOIN; Fred Allen, EPO, KOW, P |
Marriage Club, KGO,

9:00—Noble's Orch. KGO, KEX:
News, KJR.

10:00—Martin's Orch., KGO, KEX; '
News, KNX, EKBL; News HReporter,
KPO, KFl, KOW,; News KOIN, {

10:30—Heidt'a Orch., KGO. KJR.|
EEX; Ravazzass Orch, KPO, EGW,
KFI.

I1:0—Oray's Orch, KOIN, KJR.
KSL: Nottingham' Orch. KPO, KFI:
This Moving World, KEX, KJR; Newn, |

On the
RADII_)_Q!AINS

ETATIONS

Where to Find Them or the Dia)

Kex, Portland, 11807 KFI, wtd
Lok Apgeles; KGA, 1470, Spokane;
RGO, 700, San Francisoo; KUW
620, Portland; KJR, 570, seatlle,
KNX, 1080, Loa Angeles; KOA, g0
Denver; KOIN, 6840, Portiand;
KOMO, 020, Seatlie; K10, 630, san

Ten

leaded

Toddny
bat --u‘

Francisco; KSL, 1180, Salt Lake |! KGO, KOWY ENX
Weineaday Nfllt;hdn;.
B:00 — Prank and Archie, WJR; 5:00~Rhyihm Pactory, KPO, KOW;
Waring's Oreh, KPQ, KOW, KFIL Frank and Archis, KJR

KPO; we | §30-—8tringings at Sundown, KOO,
| EEX, HJR, Army Band, KPO, KGW.
B:00—Mnjor Bowes, KOIN, KSL;

B:30 — Melsey'n Orch,
Present, KGO, KJR.
4:00—Beyond Rensonable Doubs,

en, | G000 Nows of 1M0, KPO, KFI
KGO, KEX, KJR; Star Theater, KSu, | o $
KOIN, KNX; Drums, KOMO :2;" LR, TNORARle S Do,
0:30—Horm and Bugsy Days, KOO: | aan—America’'s  Town Mersting,
Hollywood  Plaghouse, KPO, RPFL | koo, REX. KJIR
Kaw. |  T400-Columbia Woarkshop, KOIN;
7:00—8katch, KNX, KSL, KOIN; | Musie Hall, KPO, KPI.

| Giray's Oreh., KSL,
|KGW.

ESL XOIN: Sketch, ¥X0O, HIR
KEX.

9:30—Those We Love, KFPO, KPFL
KOW; Auld's Orch. KOW; Heidt's
Orch, KEGO; Operetts Series, ENX.
KOIN; News, KJR

10:00—Nows Heparter, KPO, KGW,
EFI; Foster's Orch., KGO, EJR; Paul
Sulllvan, KSL, KOIN, ENX: News
KOIN.

10:30—Ravazza's Orch., KPO, KGW,
KEFIl. Nottingham's Orch, KOO,
EEX: Ted Flo-Rito's Orch., KSL

11:00,—Martin’s Orch., KPO. KFI;
This Moving World, EKEX, KJR:
KOIN,

| KOIN,

ENX.

SALE OF STEAMERS
10 NORWEGIAN IR
PLAN OF U. S. LINES

Washington, Dec. 27. —(#—
The United States Lines asked
the maritime commission today
fo approve the sale of eight of
Its vessels to the North Atlantie
Trangport company, A Norwe:
glan corporation. Registry of
the vessels would be transferred
to Norway.

Kysr'n Prgm, EKPD, KOW. KFL T:A0-—8paria Huddle, KNX, KOIN;
Shlelds' Orch, KGO, EJR, KEX Newn, HSL
780 — Buma and Allen, ENX, B8:00—Fred Waring, KPO, KOW,
KOIN, KSL; Adventures in Photog- | KFI; Krupa's Oreh, KEX: Aloha
mphy, KGO, KJR. Land, KOO, Amos and Andy, ENX.
3:00—Waring's Orch, KPC; John- | KSL, KOIN
ny Presents, KOO, KIR, KEX, Ambs #:156—Duchin's Orech., KNX;
and Andy, ENX, KOIN KBL Krupa's Orch, KGO, 1 Love o Mys-
8:18 — T Love a Myntery, EPO. | wry, KPO, EOW, KF1
KOW, KFI: Lum and Abner, KSL, B:A0—8ymphony Hour, KFO, RGW,
KNX, EKOIN. K¥PI: Ank-Tt-Basket, KNX KOIN,
B 30-~Miller’s Oreh, ENX KESL, | E8L: BEadio Gulld, KGO,
KOIN: Quiz Pem., KGO, BJR, KEX: f00—Sirnnge An Tt Beemn, KNX,

The U. 8. Lines previously
had asked the commission to

THE WORLD AT ITS WORST

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

L5

A LRST MINUY

1228

ilelsnsed By The Bell Syndieate, Ine )

AFTER EXPLAINING O VISITORS THAT Yol KEPT ONLY
THE CHRISTMAG CARDS THAT YOU REALLY LIKED, YOU RECALL
“THAT THEIRS ; NOT HAVING BEEN WRIYTTEN ON, YOU SENT IN
é EMERGENCY 10 COUSIN ELLA

GUYRS
WiLLiares

TAILSPIN TOMMY —Heading For a Crackup!

authorize transfer of the vessels | Shipper and American Importer | route, trade or service in which
to Panamanian registry, but the! The government has no mort- | the vessels could be possibly
application was withdrawn a!terigasu. claims or other obl]gx\',upcmlcd
ist“!;acll uro}t{uelii much crltictilsm. tl:;m ;gainst xIn); at“ti:e ves:
etary Hull was among those | sels, the commlssion i
pposing the transfer, ’ In its application, U. S, Lines Fort 5“‘_"“‘“'_"' Tex. WA —
The vessels which would be|sald that because of neutrality | Progress: The f_ll'Bi frame houss
sold to the Norweglan company | regulations it was Impossible to | built in Fort Stockton, & land.

are the President Harding |employ the vessels on muirimnrk since 1806, hns been razed

American Trader, American |regular run under the Amer-|—lo make room for a filling
Merchant, American Farmer, | fcan flag. It added that “’"“’I'“‘"““‘ Tha house ‘had “peves
American Trawler, American | does not appear to be any other | been painted,

STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX

For further proot address the author, Inclosing & stamped enveiope for reply. Reg. U. S. Pat. O,

Loses First House F

L]
opcz b4 p00 16 s
D REIMBIAZE BANKERS FREE-FoR-ALL RACE]
OF 1. ALBANS, VERMONT, ‘ 5PecTAIoRS MOUNTED 2 HoRSES
WHo HAD BEEN ROBBED BY Jfy o\ THATHADTRONN THEIR dockEve--
CONFEDERATE SolDIERS] '/ AND FINISHED IN. 6E€0Nf
e RooPs HAD \\ — //\  AND THIRD PLACES INTHE
E5CAPED To LANADA \ SN\ 13 NhE‘iERGTEEfLECHME.
AND WERE ACQUITTED &7 Wellingtorn Moz, ;
" N /
- 186
- =
-- e TR |
)
Aarmous American ok ¥ ‘
Whe F/RED FROM THE
L6, COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY
FOR DRAWING SEA GULLS O PN |
OFFICIAL MPP OF ANRCAPA ISLAND
- /855~ :
—— T TR .27,
WHISTLER'S GULLS
James Abbott McNeill Whistler, great American artist whose eichings command prices rang-
ing in thousands of dollars, in 1855 was discharged as a draftsman for the U. 8. Coast and
Geodotic Survey because he could not refrain from decorating official charts with such em- ‘
bellishments as seagulls and mermaids. The notation opposite his name reads: "Separated from !

Service.”

CANADIAN REPARATIONS
Strange as it seems, Canada ropaid St. Albans, V., for gold looted from its banks by Con-

federate troops! Moest northerly act of the Civil war, the Si. Albans skirmish cost one life and

5200.000. The Confederates fled into Canada and there were acquitted, But international com-

plicalions arose and Cansdn appropriated $50,000 in gold fo help defray the financial loss.

TOMORROW: The Dead Shotl

By HAL FORRES™

CHUC L,
MEBBE IT'S
KINDA RISKY

WE OUGHTA BE W
ABLE TO FLY THIS

BUS BETWEEN
TH' TWO OF us/
GIMME TH JUICE,
N\ LEM ... I'LL SPIN
Fe TH' PROP/

"' nu.W 2%
‘LB 1)

l

THAT SHIP/ L%‘T
OUT OF HERE! §

HEY/ GET AWAY FROM
ME
OME-
LBODY OPEN THIS DOOR!

i..1. DONT LIKE
THIS, CHUCK,,1...
I...MOST CERTAINLY)
DON'T LIKE....

AW, WOTCHA
SCARED OF?
C'MON, LET'S
GIT GOIN'/

GREAT CATS!
THEY'LL BOTH
BE KILLED/

5

12+16 -39 =
7 e e s e ___,,Lq,;‘\_ ﬁat%pnem )
BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER—Lns! Chance Gonet
By EDWIN ALGER
£ { BOYS, THIS IS A CRISIS] | wAS Y THAT'S IT MAY ME&N? WE NEED HELP /7 THAT'S A -/ ....OH, GOSH, MRS, CRANE
| ELECTED MAYOR OF HAPPY _/ ANCIENT THE END OF IN THIS FISHT, SWELL 1DEA, 1 WHEN DID UM DO THAT?
{ VALLEY TO ORIVE THE OIL b HISTORY! MY POLITICAL BOYS —GET i {\. MAYOR NO, NEVER MIND...DONT
WELL DRILLERS FROM OUR CAREER, BUT || cRANE ON THE BALLINGER! TELL HIM | CALLED —

| SHALL DO

WIRE—HE KNOWS

'\—'LF'_U'BLlClTY! I(‘

Z

2 .
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THE NEBBS—It's Just Too Bad
By SOL HES”
MR.NEBB, MY NAME 1S STRAFFORD N———<—1l IF | SUBMITAN Y i ————p7" \ [\ )
AND IVE BEEN INFORMED OF THE cu.x.a: OFFER OF 8300000 Jf THIS IS SO 2 OF IT WOULD BE MINE! .DAME NHERE _OH,
PRACTICAL DEMONSTRATION OF THE| ™R | WOULD TUAT BE /. SUDDEN NOULL FORTUNE. JUST STAYS LONG ENOUGH WHERE CAN
ERVEN I SERSTIO R (SRS NreresTue AR DINRIE IR M o ek s e e s, )| i e
M INSTRUCTED BY A SYNDICATE T© YinTEREST- O YOU 4 l"'hE.r \l_%; E*é"‘“‘ / : _'5"__‘-:}95?"'5_5? THE BAE’]\ AND THEN ANT LITTLE
\ OFFER YOU : 00 a7 ~2=-nrar-/ LEAVE E FLA SCRAP OF
; ) ; . 74 r&* PAPER ReT
s l RUDY MUST
. FIND WIS
HALE OF THE
FORMULA -
BUT WHERE T
-—a
'
fen to v i




