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YESTLRDAY., Michael decides
o take Murchison’s eeslstant,
MeBain, into his confidence ond
perhaps gain  information. He
learna that Murchison end his
wife were not happy, and that
Murchison got Devos hiz post

Chapler 24
Ridiculous Question

"\ 1SS LISSEY i= your anony-
V1 mous letter writer,” sald Me-
Bain.

Michae! rubbed his ear, "1 don't
think e0," he said slowly. “T asked |
her. pointblank. today. She knew |
what I wne doing here, having
guessed gome and ferreted out the
rest.” '

*You asked her?®

“¥Yos. And nn one eould have
benn auite 20 guileless if she'd had

ilty knowledige. No, 1 think
we'ze off the track there”

MeBiin shook his head heavily,
“It's o damned puzzle to me, from |
beginning to end," he said. “And
those loye letters—that's n greater
puzzle. | tald vou what | thought
of such a rotien idea once before.”
He dropned into his chalr and sat
thinking: while Michnel watehed
his expression. “Did it ever pecur
to you," McBain sald suddenly,
“ihat those mightn't be love let
ters ot ull?

"What do you mean, sie?"

"Why—they were with the dla-
monds. Surely, if Murchizon had

ne with a woman he would have

ken his valunbles with him, of
that nature. [t appears that he
didn't. Is it nm{slhtn that the dia-
monds have some strange and se-
eret history and the letiera aren't
what they seem to be but some-
thing else, in code, relating to the
diamonds? Do I make myself
elear?”

“By the Lord Harry,” sald Ml-
chae! xoftly, “I wonder if you've
struck somethinn? You're suigest-
ing ... let me think now .. . sup-

nsing the diamonds were stolen.”

e wenl on, disregarding Me-
Bain's hand. “Stolen. Not necea-
garily by vour friend—hbut still—
quite possibly by him, Supposing,
as you suy, these lotters are code
latters, from somepne famillar
with: the cireumstances, Someons
who s warning him . . . ratherl”
Michae) smiled sweetly, "We'll get
a code on them tomorrow!"

“That would it in with your
letter from Chieago,” MeBain sald
abruptly.

“I would,” Michael replied hap-
lly. “Murchison’s afrald to give
is nddross or any hint of his
whaoreaboits to hls wife. In that
ense, she may or may not have a
hint of the realitruth . . . and is
ncting aceordingly. You can inter-
rel her nctions differently accord-

# to the light vou see them in.
But the thing that gets me, {a , ..
why haven't we hoard about the
theft or loss or misnpproprintion

whatever you like , .. of fifty
wnd dollars worth of din-

“Mhey may have come from
sompe other city" MeBain said. "1
don't believe for one instant that
Mitrahison stole them, Forrester,
I think you're barking up the
wrong tree there. Dut certainly
there's something sirange nbout
them . .. and it may be he's keep-
fng them o prateet someone else
o« 1don't know. I'm no jowsl
thief. But nas for thinking of
Murehison in that light ... it would
muan a sort of double identity
¥'s preposterons.”

“You've got to come bnck 1o
that lettor warning the Commis-
sloner, though" Michas] sald nfter
a moment "Somebody sent it As
¥ I'm convinced
1t knows something.
e Ly out on the river
pecling the rocks with n
ietpe. Can you tell
hnve been in her

spiele
mop v

nat migl
pretty 1ittle honid?™

Whose Hat?*

by Frances Shelley Wees

McBain's mouth tightened
“Surely, Forrester, there is a more
direet wnzI tl this of going
ahout this business?”

“I'm afraid not. It's a case of po
tient untying of knota untl] we
find the straight thread. It looks
pretly hopeless right now. By thr
way ... he paused, “There's an
sther knot | want to untie. It's &
very emall one. Do you happen to
have a hat around here that
doean't belong to you?" Michael's
smile was very engaging.

“A what?™

“A hat"

“Wihat kind of a hat? Whose
hat?"

"l dan't know. Miss Lissey in-
formed me this afternoon that
there was & hat left here the night
wehool closed that might have a
bearing on this situation. It sounds
ridleulous, but I ask merely to try
and see what she wan getting at

MoBain shook his head impa-
tiently, *“The woman's a fool' he
safd pngrily. ‘“There wasn't any-
one here on that night. No one
eould have left a hat here. 1 was
nt h'ome all evenlng—I'm posi-
lve

“Still—do _you mind If 1 ask
your wife? There might be some
reasonable suggestion back of
Mizss Lissey's words."

For answer, McBain went to the
door and called, “Lucy? Where
are you, my dear?"

“In the garden"” a woman's
voice camn faintly, “I'm in the
garden, John"

“"We'll go on out if you like”
MecBain said, preceding Michacl
down the Jong pansage that led to
the back door.

An Owl Hools

wRS. McBain was sitting In 8
¥ parden chair in the dusk. She
sprang to hor feet lightly as ‘Mi-
cgaei followed her husband out,
“I didn't know we had a guest"”
she sald chidingly. "I was enjoy-
ing the svening quiet. Why didnt
you call me, John?"

"We've been talking, my dear,
and I didn't notice the time flying.
Lucy, Mr, Forrester has rather a
ridiculous question to ask vou—
can you tell him if there is a hat
here that was left on the night
school closed?”

She stared at him, “A hat?" she
repeated slowly. “Whosa hat?"

T don’t know," Michael sald
lightly. “Just any hat, that was
left here that night"

“Perhops . . . it might . . , per-
haps thnat was the night I found
a strange hat hanpging in the pas-
sagewny ...1don't just remember.
Is it important?”

"Whnt kind of hnt?* McBain
nsked her,

"Why . . .a gray felt, T think it
was."

"A man's hat?" Michnel paked.

*Yes, certainly.”

"Is it still around, Luey? Do you
mind getting it?"

"1 think it ls—certainly not"
she sald, and turned into the door-
way, They followed her. She lifled
the lid of a carved ehest standing
just inside the door; it held sev-
eral hats and eaps. She snappoed on
the light, and examined them.

“That's strange,” she said. *Tt
doesn’'t seem to be here any
longer,”

“When did you see it last, Mrs,
MeBain?" Michnel asked quielly.

“1 don't remember.” She looked
at/him, and her brow was smooth
and untroubled ngain. “1 really
didn't pay any atlention to L1
remembet wondering at the time
who owned it, because no man had
called here the day I found 0"

"No man? A woman, then?"

“No one but Mizz Lissey, and
she only ran in for 5 fow min-
utes.”

“Aogray felt hat, Lucy? Do you
remember if it had o round brim?"”

She looked at her husband. ™1
think it did." she said

They left her, and MeBnir
wilked to the gate with Michael
“The last time 1| saw Khim." he
said. and there was no need to

ﬁlrl\.’\l?\' Inid his pipe down on |

the arm of his chalr, "Inspect- |

ing the rc with a microscope?!
. g of the sort.” [

bl 4
Al i the bunk betwoen

tv puth and the first |
den’t think she found |
hut kthe was |

shortly, "Por-
to venture
'y a bt off, P've al-
cial ‘reason why she |
L to eaume {rouble lur|

miled sudde "Per-

nly

|.,J_.|\, '

ke tl
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FARMERS PROFT BY
TRUCK BILL DECISION

Portland, 5 M—A de
ecision whith Stite Sennlar Rex
B, Pendliton, declared would
saver Organ farmers S200,000 n

O WHBE nnr eed vesterday
torfey General L H. Van
Il

Voo Winkle ssid a pravision
uf t i yrmAraek Bl ap
prov by the Inst leglsiatire
wh Con Hitlor It permits a
farmer I 1ho
proviora « 1 form truck

License at oned

of new gar- |

tell who he meant, "he was wear
ing a gray folt hot with a round
brim. And Heaven only know
why it was left here, Perhaps if we
Ienew that we should know every-
thinpg**

Michael took the path
wound along between the edpe
the wonds and the hedges at the
bark of the gardeén: 1d started
for home. He wa slowly

thinking over the evenls of the
day. and

the strange informatl
» and his step

were noiseless on the pine needids
which had drifted aeross the little-
used pathway, He passed the
1w, and was rounding the
curve of this outer horseshpe when
e saw  movement o }

on

As 3 pe

gure melted into the
ciuld be seen no long-
teq.

no longer
could sce.
s,
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Where to Find Them on the Dial.

Kex, Portland, 1180; KF1, 640
Loa Angeles; KGA, 1470, Spokane;
Kii0, 190, San Francisco; KGW
G20, Portland; KJB, 970, Seattls;
KNX, 1000, Loy Angries; KOA, 830,
Denver; KOIN, 0§40, Portiang;
KOMO, 826, Seattie; KRPO, 630, san
Frapcisen; KSL, 1180, Salt Lake

Thursiny
8.00—RhEythm Pactory, KPO, KOW;
Prank ahd Archis, EEX, KJR; Bun-
set Bhadows, KGO,

5730 — Drama, EOMO;, Kelsey's
Orch,, KOO, KEX, EJE, Arnny Band,
EPOD, KGW,

6:00—Major Bowen, ENX, KOIN,
KSL; Oood News of 1040, KPO, KFI,
KGW; Beyopd Reasonable  Doubt,
KOO, KEX, KJR

T:00—Workshop, KOIN; Musls Hall,
KPO, KFI,

T:M0—Pop-Offs. KX, KOIN: News,
EAL.

B:00—Fred Waring, KPO, EKGW,
EFI; Cutler's Orch., KEX; Aloha
Land, EGO: Amos and Andy., ENX.
K5, KOIN.

f:16—8am Hn; KNX; Cutler's
Oreh., EGO; Mwl ry, KPO, EGW,
K¥T. .

B:30—8ymphony Hour, KPO, KOW,
KFF1;  Ask-It-Basket, KNX, KSL,
KOIN; Lyman's Oreh., KOO.

L d

1939.

cart Hall, KPO; Clark Boes and Teo,
KOIN, ENX.

10:80—Ravazza's Orch, KPO, BRGW,
KFl: Roland's Owch.,
Nottiigham's Orch., KOO, EJRE KEX.

11:00—Martin's Urch., KPO, KFL
Thls Moving World, KEX, KJIR;
Grays Orch, KSL, KOIN; News, KOO,
KENX, EGW.

EJR:; Musica] Vignettes, XGW, KFI;

Quiz Program, KPO.
8:00—Plantation Party. KGO, KEX,

HJR: Waltz Time, KPO, KEPI. KGW;

Prof. Quis, ENX. K8L. KoIN
A:30—First Nighter, KNX, KBL,
KOIN: Jepsel's Program, EPO, EFI,

KGW: Who's In Town Tonight, KGO;
News, EJR,

T00—Drama, KNX, KOIN, EKSL;
Lombardo’'s Orch., KFO, EFI, KGW,;
Congress, KGO, KIR.

T:90—8tory, KGW: TYoung Man
With & Band, ENX, KSL: Olsn's

B:00—8trangs As It Bsemas, ENX,

Orch., KGO, KJR; Drama, KPO.

EOIN, ENX; |

Friday
B:00—Frank and Archie, KEX,
KJR: Sunset Ehmiows. KGO, Melody |
Time, KPO; Don't Parget. KOGW,
KFIL.
830—Nichings In Bms, KGO,

|

fanc was thken at Crescent City,
| Cal,, the officer said.

versity Expiotes, KFO, KFI, MNews,
KJR

10:00—Martin's Orch., KGO, EJR
tEX: Niowa Reporter, EPO, EFL !

KGW, News, ENX, KSL: Newa, KOIN
10:50—Madriguera’s Otch, KPO,
EOW, EFl; McDonald's Ovch. KGO
Owens' Orch., HEL
11:00—N gham's Oreh., EPO;
Cirags Orch, KEIL, EOIN. This Mov-
ing World, KEX, KJi: Newn, KGO,

| KNX, HGW

YCJTH NABBED IN G. P.
ADMITS STEALING CAR

Grants Pass, Dec. T.—(F— |
Mahlon Earl, 17, arrested here |
Wednesday, admittea the ear he |
was driving was stolen, State |
Patrolman Jay V. Willlams re-
ported. It was registered to Wes-
le, Simpson of Klamath, Cal.,

Cloaing time for Too Lats to Clas.
sify Ads is 130 p. m,

Unre Mall Tribune want ads.

LETTING IT RING

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

12-2
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A

NAP, WhEH DOORBELL RINGS

o

\

BEBINS To HAVE MISBIVINGS , BUT
THRT WHOEVER 1T WAS MUST HAVE

15 JU5T L5146 DOWN,VERY TIRED, FoR AFTERNOON

How = AT WHICH MOMENT BELL RINGS AGAIN

\ & 7

WISHES THEY'D EITHER RIKG ABRIN, IN WHICH CASE
SHE'D ANSWER IT, OR EISE THAT SHE'D HEAR THEM
BDING AWAN, IN WHICH CASE SHE COULD 60 To SLEEP

)

Nt

U

1ELS HERSELF
GONE AWRY BY

[Released by The Dall Ayndicats, Ine)

C105E5 EYES, MUTTERING LET IT RING, SHE'S BEEN
RUNNING 10 THE DDOR ALL DAY AND IS PROBABIY
JUST A SPLESMAN OR ONE OF THE (MnDREN
WANTING JUNIOR.

LIES TELLING HERSELT SHE'S JUST A SLAVE 10 THE
DODRBELL AND WISHING SHE COULD RRVE A NAP
 PERCE AND WONDERIMGE WHO 1T 15

SIEH5 SHE MIERT AS WELL SEE WHD 1715, FIND5 NO
ONE AT'DOOR OR IN SIGHT, AND BE15 NO NAP FOR

WORRYING THAT I MAY HAVE BEEN SCMETHING
IMPORTANT
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KAL, EOIN: Skeich, KOO, EJR, | E00—Fwd Waring. KPO. KFI e |  Authoritative sources said the | two robins are building a nest in -
\m, = ; RGW. Amos and Andy, KNX, KOIN, | HGI)' Interested | 1talian-mude planos were order-| a trea at the school building,
| 9:a0—Those W Love, KPO, Kpi, X5l Butkamecs, KGO, KEX, HIR 'n Finn Air Force =i betore the war broke out.|located near the center of Baker,
| KGW; s Orch, EOW; Oweny | B8:15—1 Love a Mystery, KPO, KPL | ¢ s Ttal | Dellvery wsas said to have been Artist Dies
| oretn, "’u",__' Madriguers's Occh. | EOW: Sketch. KNX, EOIN, KSL | *Romie, Dec. 7. — () — Haly [ 00§ "hecause of the sudden te. Deo. T (Bt
KGO, EEX; Operetta Series, ENX,| 8:30—Dance Orch, KEX. Death|clpsely watched today the ac-| po.cian attuck last Thursday. Seattle; Dec. T.—{dl—Edwarg |
ECIN; News, EJE Valley Days, KPO, ROW, KFL: John- | connes of the performance of |© = — F. Brotze, 71, Seattle Times stagt
10:00—News Reparter, KPO, Egw, | 77 Prosents, KNX, KOIN, KSL; Alebs |10 Finnish air force in its Robins Foaled sriist since 1607 and creater of
EPL Mews, KOIN, KXX; Foatsr's : s v EGD counter-attacks on the Soviet|! Baker, Ore, Deo. 8. —(P)—i the w:}d:.-!y:!-znwm Seattle Pow
Orch. KGO, KJIR KEX. News, e EAte B “:,‘1'_ union. beesuse Finland's planes|The » woather in Beker is!latch “Bug, died at a hospitg)
s Hour X, EOIN, ol e o are mostly of [tallan manufac-|even fooling the robins Junlcrllasl night, He was stricken with
10:18—MNobie's Orch., EGW: ©om: | ggo ausosle, KOO, KEX; Uni- | lure, high school students report thatl a heart allment a week ago,

STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX

For turther proot address the suthor, inclosing s stamped envelops for reply.
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Prince of Sweden.’

COCONUT WORLD

TAILSPIN TOMMY—The Class

single aperture
TOMORROW:

Gets Out of Orderl

RULER OF SWEDEN

Strange as it seems, Gustav V of Sweden has nol one dr op of Scandinavian blood in his
The Swedish royal line has beon extinct for more | han 100 years—since 1818, when
Bernadotte of France succeeded lo the throne as Charles X1 V. on the death of the Crown

Air Raid That Saved a Cityl
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Bernadotta's wife was Derirce, Clary. a Marssillalse merchant's daughter.
ily of Sweden remained pure French untll the present ruler's father, Oscar II, married Prin-
cess Sophia Willelmina, younaest daughter of Duke William of Nassau.
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The ruling fam-

Solomon Islanders beliove the world to be a giant coconut shell. cut at the top with a
communicaling with fho upper air, where human beings dwell,

| BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER-—Mayor Balllnger

BIG BULLY.

EX- CHAMP OF TH' MARINES ' I = YEW QUGHT N Y WHA WHAT
HEY 2. WELL, HOW D'YA /¢ H—I | £ TO HEV HIT You tl:'lm.l? :
LIKE THEM APPLES, & XONITTYE W] | 1M, YEW'RE €\ ME, You
You LUG? = T\t S BIGGER'N HE APPLE .
~—¥ é: ¥ IS, YEW., .UK KNOCKER?
S

ARE , HITTIN'
LIKE THAT..

Y'SAY THE VOTES o VI T MAYOR BALLINGER, | HMM! THAT
ARE ALL cp;u}a_*rfb NN | Y'eoT Aus /THE gbtgng*
Wi WY, SN — VOTE
SR g RESPONSIBILITY
| unvaNIMOUS? TN — FoA iy

Look!

FPARADE
COMING!

TORCHLIGHT

YEW'RE A BIG BULLY/
THET'S WHAT YEW

LITTLE FELLER

You AIN'T O\
TOO LITTLE,

A ARE YUH 2

By HAL FORRES™

MY FAPPY ALLUS SAID,

“HE WHO GIVETH...
MUST
RECEIVETH

AL
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- AND FRIENDS, AS MAYOR =
| PLEDGE AGAIN TO DRIVE
THE OIL WELL DRILLERS

THE NEBBS—The Doubler
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