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| The Cree

YESTERDAY. Michael catohes
Mits Lizssey furtively searching
the woods with a magnifying
plass, She angrily denounces him
for “spying” on her, and tells him
to find out about a gray hat left
gt McBaing' the night Murchizon
went away,

Chapter 23
Tulk With McBain

[TIS possible that Michael would
never have acted on that
sirange hint of Alix Lissey's had
he not determined in mi event to
take Dr. McBain into his confi-
donce, Here wae the man who
must have in his possession knowl-
edge to clear up a great deal of
the mralory surrounding Edgar
Murchison if only he were so in-
clined: a man who had already
shown that he was kindly toward
Murchison, level-headed and falr-
minded,

At dusk that evening Michael
lifted the knocker on the MeBain
daor.

McBaln himself answered the
door, In alippers and smoking
anks:t. the inovitable pipe in his

and.

“Come in, come in" he spd
henrtily, holding out a we]cnmin:
hand. *It's good of you to come,

“Thanks” Michael replled. I
hope you're not busy. I want to
have a talk with you.'

McBain led him into a small
eomfortuble ronm on the right; a
man's room, with deep chairs and
an air of untidiness, The news.

nper was sproad open on the ta-
Eli‘. and ‘mrl aof it lay an the'tloor,

“You'll see how busy I am," his
host said with n amile. "1 was Just
having a smoke and fnishing the

apor,”

B {n indlented i chalr with a wave
of his hand, and Michael sat down.

S come right to the point”
said Michael, and looked across
at MeBain, who put his pipe in hia
mouth, crossed his knees, and
glanced up Inguiringly. “You'll re-
member [ askod you several gues-
tiong ahout Professor Murchison
the night of the Deanes' party?”

"“Ves.” He smoothed down the
fringo of hair on each side of the
high white forehead. His eyea were
donrfy attentive,

Michael hesitated. “I'm afraid 1
was dolng something not quite po-
lite” hie said. I was. .. well, I was
pumping you."

“Pumping me?"

Michael leaned forward and
olasped his hands between his
knees; “That business about the
women,” he explained. "I hadn't
heard anything. I was looking for
Information”

MeBrain frowned. The wrinkles
at the side of his strong foce deep-
ened, “You had some purpose, I
II.IIJI;)' et

“Yes." He paused again, “Did it
ever oceur lo you, Dr, McBain,
that it was rather gueer of Pro-
tessor Murchison, whom you knew
so woll, to lenve na he did without
n word of farewell to you. or an
explanation?"

MuBnln ralsed his eyebrows
1t died," he sald quietly.

“Did you ever ask his wife, or
his brother, where and why he had
fone?"

‘A Bit Offended’

T WAS MeBain's turn to hesl-
tate, “To tell you the truth, For-
reater,” he sald, after a moment,
M was o bit offended. 1 considened
that some explanntion was due
me, particularly as Murchison and
I had planned to do a bit of re-
search together, 1 didn't ask for
several daya, beonuze T was huffed,
and then ['spoke to Dunedan. 1 don't

gare much for Mre. Murchison." |
A

And what did Duncan say, may

[ nak
McHain looked at him directly,
*Hefore 1 answer that | shnuﬁl
Tike to know just what you are
Betting at, Forrester”

"I'm sorry, I should huave told
poul ., . well, plainly, it's this
he Professor did not go away onna
buniness teip. He disappeared, and
no one knew where he went."

“Surely, that isn’t podsible!™

“Well, 1's the truth.”

MeHaln was thoughtful. “Then

that may explain what Duncan | ind out to whom they belong.”

it he aad
ns. o bit purzl
'"What did he say?"

“He snld You'll have to ask

f

hiz wife Tor the answer fo that

alf to himself, *1

question and | don't suppose
she'll tell wou'™
'Did he soem content, of what?”
“He wan angry. But .. . l'sup-

rm'- there's no harm in mention-
ngit to you ., . he and his siater-
indaw have never gotten along
well. They're both hot

Viru sy she doesn't know
het hushand s elther?"

“You had something of that in
mind, i when you spoke about

In_interest in women?"

"Nee ThHe only explanation that
aeemed o fit the facts would be
that of his having gone off with
some otlier woman."

MeBain shook his head. "No, {

Ly Belinve that possible

sure of that?"

wve vou any definit
nking of such an ex-

like to ask vou
"Anvihing 1 kr

by Frances Shelley Wees

»ing Man |

"D}lnil he seem disturbed about
anything?™
'!";lut at all. He was a bit pre-
oeeupled, but nothing more”
“About what?"
#] do not know—unless it might
be money matters."”
"Maney matters?" .
*His wife's extravagance was
acontinual source of worry to him
He mentloned then, | remember,
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thut he would need to work all

vacation to keep ahead of the
pame."

“He had a consideruble bank
balance?"

“Passibly, but she planned an
extensive inlntny, I believe, This
was not said in so many words,
vou know. I knew him pretty well
—it was merely from a word here
and there that I gather this."

“You never heard him mention
any property, valuable property?"

“That he ownod? No, Although
~—let me see, .. No.”

"Why did you hesitate?”

T realized that I was mistaken
as soon as 1 spoke, His wife cor-
rected me unconscloualy the other

ight."

“How, Dr. MeBain?"

‘Happy At First’

”YDU wouldn't have noticed,
perhaps. It was in regard to n
diamond necklace — Mrs. Deane
questioned her about one. 1 was
rather under the impression that
those were dinmondy, and if that
ia 80, they must have been Murchi-
son's property. His wile was pen-
niless when he marcied her. He
told me that once. But she said
quite frankly thnt her necklace
wis. not dinmonds, so I wag
wrang"

“Had he told you of owning any
dinmonds?”

"No. But I saw the netklace in
question on Christmas Eve, and
onée or twice previously. | certaine
Iy took the stonea to be diamonds
My wife and [ spoke of them lo
ench other, and wondered private-
ly how he managed diamonds on
his inecome. Howoewver, | wos
wrong."

“You say his wife was penni-
less, How long had they been mar-
ried?"

“Five or six yoars, 1 belleve.”

“They were happy?”

“They . . . they scemed happy
when they first enme,"”

"But hot later. What caused the
break, Dr, MeBain?"

He ran his long densitive hond
nervously over his head. “I dislike
this personal material," he said.

“IL may be very important.”

“Well, then—it seems to me 1
noticed a rift after the Devoes
eame. He did not like them, and as
they were her relatives, it made
matters rather unpleasant.”

“"How doea it happen that her
ecousin cume lo this University?
It Jooks like n coinvidence.”

“I balicve that Murchison was
Instrumental in getting him  the
ploce,"

“"He had known Devoe previous-
ly, then?"

"No. 1 think not. His credentinls
were good, and Mrs. Murchison
spoke 5o highly of him that when
the opening was mnde known,
Murchison recommended Devoe."

Miehael considered for a mo-
ment, then looked up with an air
of declslon. "I'll tell you the whole
story," he said frankly, “and per-
haps you'll be good enough to tell
me what ruu think of it" And
with thnt he told McBain of the
letter which had come to the police
togarding the Prolessor's  din-
monds; of the Commissioner's
idea that he, Michael, by living on
the campus might get some clue
to the strange mystery; of, finally,
the discovery of the dinmonda, and
of the sheaf of letters which had
been in the box with them. Me-
Bain listened in absolyte silence,
looking up once or “twice, but
never interrupting, never speak
Ing until Michael came to the end
of his recital. Then “You actually
found these diamonds? he asked
ineredulously.

“We did. Had them
expert tdday, and the « the real
thing, He values them at fifty thou.
sand dollars, so thov've swered
them awnay in o safety deposit

ated by an

vl 1 put it down to n fit of |

vault at Headguartors until we

e leaned back In
would be you
er of that lett e neked, his
eyves an the othoer man's face, “The
Istter about the dinmonds™
MeBain frowned "1 don't un
derstand 11" he said in bewilder
ment. “Diamonds — love letters!
Edgor Murehizson! Actunlly, For-
restor, it all sounds perfectly pre-
osterous and most unhellevahle
Vhy, the man's u friend of mine
an intimnte friend! Th
be trie, this rigmarele of romanece
yvou'rie telling me
¥ rtheless, it I8
Iryly. "And it’s

s chaoir, “Wh
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JRBAN HEIGHTS

THE BOWLERS AT THE COMMUNYTY CLUB THOUGHT IT WAS VERY \
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BROTHERS, of Fnnis IPKas,
Room AND SLEEP
BED -- YET HAVE NoT

CH OTHER IN 2 YEARS/ . CATASTRDWE’!'

VE IN THE &
W N

BROTHER STRANGERS

Although they have lived In the same room and slept In the same bed for tweo years, J.
E. O'Leary and D, L. O'Leary, of Ennis, Toxas, have not seen each other the whaole time!
Strange as it seems, the explanation is simple. J. E. O'Leary is a railroad engineer. He leaves
for Houston Mondays and retu ns to Ennis Thursdays, D, L. O'Leary is a railroad condue-
He starts for Houston Wednesdays after 24 hours in Ennls, where they both share a
The brothers maintain separate homes in Houston,

room and bed.
33-YEAR.OLD RECORD.

When famous old Dan Patch in 1305 paced the mile in 1.55 1.4 he set a world's record
destined to stand for 33 years years—until Bllly Direct's remarkable mile of last year.
Coconut Worldl
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"THREE POINT HAS OPENED AN AIR COLLEGE / OW, TEACHER]..AM PIPE
IN THE CLASS ROOM, TOMMY, AT THE BLACK- | SUPPOSED TO BRING ) | DOWN,
BOARD, IS INSTRUCTING A CLASS... YUK A Nice rsp L) You

PPLE TO GIT YUH

NOW THIS REPRESENTS THE
ANGLE OF INCIDENCE. AND
THE OTHER THE ANGLE

L OF ATTACK, AND...

TO TAKE ME UP
FER AN AIRPLANE
RIDB ?

BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER—Happy Dayl
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There's a Limit to Everylhing
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