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by Frances Shelley Wees

YESTERDAY: Smith fells Mi-
chael that because he needed
money he agreed to submit to an
experiment by Murchison. Now
he lives in fear that Murchison
will ask him to keep his bargain
« o - Michael's father, the Di-
trict Attorney, comes fo dinner,

Chapter 18
Letter From Chicago
"1 WILL forgive you for keeping

this mystery from me,” Tuck |

solemnly told Michael's father, “on
tondition that you use your keen
and agile brain in wolving my little
private mystery. Michael ecan't.
He's too dumb. 1 ean't. It has a
mechanical bent that is quite be-
ond my poor feminine mind.
unny can't. 1 asked her. So it's
up to you"

“Certainly," Jechn Forrester
agrend. “And what s it then, my
dear?"

“Ii's my necklace,”
“Wheore is it? It's gone,

"Gone?"

"G one. Disappeared. Michael
says tho insides of the pipes are
smootl. And even ! can see that if
you drop ® small and alippery
thing down the Inside of a large

ipe it would have a tendency to
and at the bottom. But it didn't.,”

Her father-in-law surveyed her
from beneath bushy brows. “You
are not talking .o Michael," ha re-
minded her, “whose mind works in
a scatter-brained fashion. I am a
bit slow and ponderous, perhaps,
but I feel that 1 could do with a
wee little more detail.”

Tuck explained,

“It's not in the pipe? In the
basoment?™

*No."

"ﬁ-.-r yet in the furnace?™

“No.”

_'.I'ut'k said

"Well, then," he sald, and settled
comfortably back in his chair, "it
must be somewhere In between,"

“Very simple indeed,” said Mi-
chael.

Tuck sighed, "I *“’?PN" it's gone
forover,” she said. "I ean't guite
see us pulling the house to pleces
for a string of corala, It will break
my hoart to lose it" She looked
sideways at her father-in-law. “1
thought perhaps it had found out
where the diamonds were hidden
and gane to keep them company,”
she =aid.

“Humpf. Diamoncs?"

“Diamonds,” she repeated Arm-
Iy. “You may all Innfh if you wish,
but I am more and more firmly
convineed that the diamonds—
Professor Murchlson's diamonds,
are hidden somewhere in this
house, and that someons knows it
and is looking for them. Higgina,

robiably. Although, even though
e and his five thousand dollars
sound very very suspicious, I don't
think he hoas sense enough to hang
pols and pans on the doors, It's
ton bright an iden for Higgina,
8 body else, Futher Forrester.”
ey, Murchison,” Bunny mur-
| Tuck seized upon the Idea

mu:
inztanily

“Mrs, Murchison sounds reason-
able.” she said, "1 wouldn't believe
anything she sald anyway. I'm
sure she's a double-crosser or
whatever you eall people like that.

And 1 think she read "The Bartered
Bride' herself, 1t showa the kind
of o mind she's got.”

“If we were sure it was murder,”
Tuck went on after a reflective
allence, “if we wore positive he
“;rm“murdured. It would be sim-

o

“Very,” Bunny agreed dryly.
"We'd just stand the whole campus
In n row and say Eonie Meoenie,
Any of those people there at
Doanes' might be guilly. Any of
thom ™

“Oh, Bunny, not Mrs. Deane
Not Mra. Deane, Buniny.”

‘Just A Mistake'

Il 0. Not Mra. Deane. Unless she
did it with an electrie toaster
or n sewing machine. From the
looks of her she bas one or the
other in her hand all the time."

| *Pool™ said Michae
aren't any diamonda."

“It's o0 nice,” sald Bunny with
sweetness, “to know that there's
no mystery. No diamonda, just a
mistake. The Profezsor has merels
stepped out, Madam, and will be
back in half an hour, Let's learn
to knit, Tuck.”

“No suggestive remarks, please
Bunny," said Tuck severely. Mi-
chael grinned.

“You could sew the button on
my blug shirt,” he mentioned. *Or
Is that what you'd call a suggestive
remark, toa?"

Tuck sniffed. 1 am firmly con-
vinced," she sald, “that the Pro-
fessor has been foully murdered
done to death in his own study.
preferably by his wife, who then
cleared away, pawned the dia-
monds and moved out. All we have
to do ix to find the diamonds, find
a body, and hide the lady's mas-
enra 5o a self-respecting jury can
| hang her without any qualms.”

“What I'd like @ know." sald
Bunny, “is where does the brother
come in?"

“Does he have to come in, Bun-
ny?" Michael asked plaintively.

Bunny colored !uinllj. “Some-
thing is bathering him,

“What about the pipe [ found?”
Tuck wanted to knaw

Michael rubbed his forehead
"I'm not ]just so gure about that"
he said slowly. “What would you
think, Tuck , . . supposing you—
well, supposing you were afraid
that I had gone off on a trip with
anather waman and left you. You
had been told that. And then, sud-
denly, someone comes along with
my pipe, that I am never without
You know that nothing short of &
cataclysm would make me give up
my pipe. Yet here, apparently, ]
have forgotten it. Wouldn't vou get
something of a jolt just for a min-
ute? Wouldn't you wonder — ar,
perhaps, wouldn't it hurt just for
A moment?”

“Well, perhaps, Just a very lit-
tle,"” Tuck agrecd,

‘Womanly Sympathies'

UNNY was looking at Michael

shrewdly, “This disploy of wis-
dom and general deducing is very
effective," she said. *“Particularly
the last bit of appeal to our wom-
anly sympathies. But before you
rend our hearts pny further, would
you mind telling us quite frankly
where you get this woman idea?”

Michael sighed. “Life in cruel”
he murmured, Then with a ges.
ture of resignatinn he said, “Well
v oo It 1 must. The Commissioner
got a letter.”

“A lettert™

“Um.*

"Who wrote [1?"

“The Missing Professor.”

"What?"

"Even go, my children”

“Where {5 he?™

"He didn't state his present ad-
dress.!

“What made him write to the
Commiasioner?"

“He didn't write to the Coms-
missioner. To his wife”

“T'a his wife?"

"“Listen, don't say things over
after me like that. It makes me

dizzey”
- Michaell

There

“Well, tell us then,
This suspense s awful.

“He wrote to his wife, and said
he was sorry, that he didn't love
her any longer, and that he had
gone away never to return, And
she took the letter to the Come
missioner."

“Oh, she did, did she?"

“Yua, verily."

“Michael Forrester, 1 bet you're
stll trying to play hide and soek
with us. Was It In his very own
handwriting?"

Tt wan"”

"Dotedt™

“Dated—slx weeks after he left,'

Tuck stared at him in silence for
a long minute. Then, “Michael—
was it In the envelope?”

YTt s

*And the postmark?™

"The postmark? Oh ..." Michael
grinnod ot her susponse. "Perfectly
straight and correct, my love. Chi-
cago. And kindly don't make any

“I bet he's the kind of husband
that mmrh‘ makes n dreadful fuss
about a button Being oft”

Michael looked at Tuck, She put

her chin in the alr, and averted her |

face. “You stem to be maligning
me."” he said bitterly. “1 sald almost
;‘0”"'"‘“ nboutmy blue shirt. Noth-
ng.

"1 wamn't even thinking of you,
Michael Forrester. | \\'nsﬁthini‘{ln
about Mr. Deane and those awfu
squinty eyes thal yvou ean't see,
and the sarcastic things he snys to
you when you play the wrong
eard. And didn't you see that he
didn't even have the same salad

. that we did? She had to fix some-
thing very specinl far him."

“We had lobster, and he had

fruil” Bunny eontributed.
Michael groanced, “Just because

A ponr man wenrs glasses and haa

a wealk stomaoeh, ., . 1 tremble to

urse,” anld Tuck with
Hightning changes, “W

somebody else,”
sh't anybody at
d

S Michae
“Michuel,
about the di
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remarks aboul machine guns or
pangsters, Bunny,' he finished
| sternly as he saw a fematk trem-
bling on her lips

Bunny frowned. "Chleago? Chi-
eago, Michael?"

Vs "

Tuck sank back into the couch
“Ian’t that ply nwiul" she said
miserably. “It's just like a balloon
| with a pin stuck In it" she reflect-
ed, It can’t be in his own hand-
writing,” she sald.

The District Attorney looked at
her, “It's in his own handwriting™

"1z that certain?™

"As certiin ns the best expert

e know ean make it"

Tuck sighed. “We'te sort of
stopped, aren’t we? Although .
you  ean't I me that all this
| sneaking nrc 1 and erawling inta

people’s houses and hanging pots
and pans on people's doors, and
| getting the pots and pans away
| agmin before anybody can get 8

raths
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PIEDMONT CAMPUS
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WATER WiTH ELBOW

AT-THIS POINT EVERY = RESUMES. ABRNDONS  SERVES GRIMLY, PAVING  SINKS INTG CHAIR
THING COMES T0 STAND- ALL FIKESSE, HACKING  NO ATTENTION AT ALL T¢
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AND WHO DARK
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TAILSPIN TOMMY—Belty.Lou Risks Her Life To Save Tommy!

TOMORROW: Mystery of the Buried Crosses,

(Trverbed by bis arandather) '

8 DEFERTING THE ENTIRE FIELD
OF MALE SHOOTE,
O W

oTeL, INN, HBROWPRE SIoRE,
gocToR's OFFICE, CHALTALIQUA HALL

COMPRISE THE ENTIRE CAMPUS
OF PIEDMONT COLLEGE, mearesééa/

Sirange as it seems, more students of Piedmont College. Demarest,
off the campus than on—receiving full college credit for field irips oxtending more than 9.

The ten Piedmont buildings were not planned for college. A former hotel is
hall and girls’ dormitory: a livery stable is the biology laboratory and class rooms snd a doc.
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Prelty Gloria Jacobs, 16, of Woodland, Cal., rocently defended her title to the California
State Women’s Pistol championship with a score of 197 out of 200,
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TALK ABOUT EXCITEMENT! BUT A

DECISION WAS REACHED TO KEEP
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THAT WILLIS BALLINGER COULD
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