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Meet Mr.

YESTERDAY: Locke tella Ce-
cily she won't always be disap-
pointed in him, Lours takes yarn
to Mrs, Brewster's secretary and
hears that the Rathbones have
left. The day of the dinner party
the cook bought raspberrias fram
B #trange man,

—

Chapter 27
Unsuecessful Quest

CECILY tried to laugh, “Do you
know where else a man could
sell that many raspberries?™

“Let me see. .. well, how about
the inn? zald Laura.

*No, it couldn't have been the
fnn, 1 saw Johnnie Elder driving
in with his baskets full myself yes-
{erday morning. Johnnio always
supplies the inn with things like
that"

“Ceclly, you're not trying to
make ot that the berry man could
have gone in there and stolen Lady
Rathbone’s heirloom, are you?
How would he have known it was
there?"
“Of course 'm not!" Cecily sald
savagely. "But you must admit
that things Would laok pretty bad
for him, iIf the pin doesn't turn up
and there's no one else to fasten
suspicion on.”
bi.nun ;Itnclgd avcjnkl
[ would. “Only

ouynhnuld worry about it, Ceclly,
;'our whole party was cleared
when Mrs. Brewster sald she'd
tukel personal responsibility for
you.'

YOh, I'm not worried." Cec
plcked up some booklets. They
slipped out of her hands. She bent
to pick them up, declded it was
not ible for her to dissemble
any longer,

“Laura, Locke was the man who
sold those berries to Mrs. Brew-
ster's Addie.”

“Locke? Well, then—" Laura
deprecated the idea that Cecily
was obviously trying to express.

“Don't you see?"

“No, I don't, Cecily. Suppose you
explain?"

“That's just it—there isn"t mi-
thing to explain! I was enly think-
ing that Locke . . . Locke ix a
stranger here, and in case . . . just
in case , , , anything should come
of it, well , . . ha ought to have a
chanee to clear himself,"

“You don't think that he'd do
that, do you?"

"Laura Atwill, you know I don't!
He . . . he couldn't! Besides, like
Mrs. Brewster, T don't believe any-
thing was stolen. It's just a lot of
ado over nothing."

“Mrs. Browster does believe the

in was stolen,” Laura said quiet-
Er. “And I'm going to bﬂraﬁ a
confldence to you, Ceclly, She's
lendiniz for a detective.”

Ceeily felt as though the missing
pin were burming a hole in her
very own pocket.

“Thanks for telling me" she
sald, “1 won't tell anyone, Laura."”

Shie went to the back of the shop
aned put on her cont.

When she came back, Laura
placed a timorsus hand on her
arm. “Where are you going, Ce-
elly?”

“T'o find Locke”

“What for? If you don't belleve
he had anything to do with this,
:vm' do you get so concerned about

t?

that It prob-
don't see why

Ceclly wet her llpa, “I'm going
to find him and tell him to go right
up to Mrs, Brewster's and clear
himaelf,"

“Wouldn't it he better for vou
not to do it, deat? I mean, since
You were there, wonldn't it be bet-
ter If [ were to go and fAind him for
you?"

Cecily dropped her eyes. She
took her coat off.

“You're a lamb, Laura, and you
see more than you pretend  to,
don’t you?"

“I'd be blind not to. I don't blame
you, Cecily. I like him, too.”

“¥ou don't think he had any-
thing to do with |t, do you?"

"L don't know," Laura answered
honestly. “Neither of us knows
anything about him, after all. But
ruppase you lot me speak to him?
Have you any idea where I'll find |
him?"

“Yes, he was In while yon were
out. He gaid he was going berrying
over in the patch.” She deseribed
the place an Locke had deseribed
it to her.

Gone

AT half-past twelva Cecily be-
Ean o expect Laura — with
Locke, perhaps,
Two small girls eame in to buv
& book of paper dolls. Ceelly got
out her stovk obligingly and pan.
dered the problem with her two
Joung eustomets,
Automatically, she changed a
uarter and gave the girls two
Imes. She coildn't think in terms
of nickels and dimes when her
mind was occupled with more per.
sonal problems
Half-past one. Two o'elock. Lat
ra should have had time to fin
Locke, to tell n . and
him back. Perhaps they
gone right on to Mrs. Br
An old gentlomun from
eame in, seel

sale, saw her
tomer leave

Where were they
Laura? W}
Cecily Stuart

her own judgmont? Looke was
honest. Ho was whimsical: he
wasn't evasive,
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.\I: three o'clock Laura eame

back.

“What did he say?" Ceclly
cotldn't wait,

“I didn't find him,"

“But he gaid , , " Cecily didn"t
fAinish her sentence,

Laura*busied herzelf with the

postoffice, “I got 30 hungry—we
had an early breakfast, If you'll
remember—that I simply had 1o
stop and get myself a bite to eat
Have you had anything?"

Cecily shook her head, She
wasn't interested in talking about
{ood.

“He ecould have gone to some
other place, chonged his mind,
Where else could he have gone,
Laura?"

“Bangor,” Laura said,

“Bangor! What . .. what da you
mean?"

up with him, Cecily. I went 1o the
berry pateh and he wasn't there.
I kept on going, got a 1ift with the
meat man down the North road, 1
thought I'd leave a note at his
place.”

“Go on.™

“Well . . . thera wasn't anyone
there, I banged on the door for a
few minutes, found it Jocked and
went back to the road. I waited
for the meat man to pick me u
he snid he'd give me a liff back—
nnd when he came along he said,
‘Nobody home back there, I guess,
Young feller topk the train to
Bangor this noon,' "

"Thanks," That was all that Ce-
l:l]ir sald,

n a little while she said, *Tt

fulng to stick around, 1

think I'll go on home and get some-
thing to eat.”

Welter Of Confusion

“}HI-:N Ceclly Stuart left her
shop, she was not going to
Darelea to get a bite of lunch as
she said. She couldn't have got a
morael past the lamp in her throat.
The nectar and ambrosia of the
gods would have tasted like ashes
in her mouth.

The taste of ashes was slready
there. The inanimate dust of them
was in her heart, The gray film of
them covered her mind, shutting
out all thinking processes,

Her mind was a welter of con-
fusion.

What had Locke to do with the
mizsing pin? He wasn't guilty of
stealing it! Yet he had gone away,
He had told her that he was going
berrying. Instead, he had taken a
train for Bangor.

The memory of his clear cyes,
his laughing mouth, his gay mock-
ery, rose before her eyes” A man
like that couldn't do stich o thing.

But what did she know of a man
like that? She knew him well
enough to love him, but she knew
nothing else of him, He came out
of the blue—Mr. Lochinvar—and,
for all she knew, he might have
been anything befare he came into
her ahop,

RafMes, Tony had sald, “Do 1
look like Raoffles?"

Mr, Raffles was a smooth sort of
person and Locke was smooth,

“If only Doug were here, he'd
know," she said to herself, think-
ing that there was no one in whom
she could confide, no one to tell
her what he thought of Locke, no
ore wlho knaw him,

There was Laura—

Cecily found her feet carrying
her not toward Dareles but townrd
the railroad station, Perhaps the
meat man—whoever he was—had
beon mistaken. There were other
neople who could hove taken the
noon train.

The railroad station slumbered
In the mid-afternoon lethinrgy of
all smoll stations. There were no
signs of life in the dusy interior.
There were only twa trains a duy.
The npon train for Bangor and the
ineoming train which arrived at
nine at night.

“Yoo-hoo!" Ceelly called exper-
imentally,

Joe Wilson popped an inguisi-
tive head through the baggage-
room door, shifted his tobaceo
from one side of his mouth to the
other and touched his cap.

“Aln't nuthin' come fer you to-

' }'.\hr, St'rt. Expectin' some.

e-es,” Cocily said, glad for an
exeuse for conversation, “Maybe
it'll come tomorrow. Mow's bitsi-
ness; Jop?"

“Ain't s0 good. Nohody travels
on trains no more, Seems like ev-
ervbody comes 1o Viekersport
comes in their own automobiles
and the rest of 'em comes in
busses."

“Nothing will ever take the place

sententiously.

“That's what Ttal! ’em, but don't
make to difference, it spams "

“There's been a number of shart-
staving guests at the inn Don't
thoy travel on trains?" She
thought: I'l lead up to it %o that
Joe won't be st

“Nope,” he
o L nobo

Ceoily's
again.

mall she had brought from the !

“Things don't look on the up and |

of the triin” Ceelly pronounced )
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[OWN'S UTiLy,
USED 44 YEARS,
HAS BIG INCOME

ELBERTON, Ga.—(UP)—A eity. |
owned power plant bullt In 1885 at |

annunl Income of more than 8130,000

Forty-four years sgo, the oity
counail of Elberton called an elsction
to vots an bonds to bulld & munic-
ipal plant. The ecfty Immediately
bought a mill on Beaverdam creek
and gmnted a contract for eréction
of a hydro-electrie power plant.

At that time, few oould foroses
seIVe 8O many

purposes. When ' the

Were 88 of  them—citizens could
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MOTHER INSISTING, GROPES RO HBVING TURNED ON LIGHT, SHIFE
LAMP WITHOUT TAKING EYEG 1o POSHION WHICH THROWS
FROM BOOR AND FIVE MINGTES  BOOK IND DEEPEST SHADOW
LATER FIND5 IT

Aneinaiad by The Bel) Srndicate. o)

lghting sywtem, but after a

————————————————————

hardly sleen and sat up at night
watching the splender.

The whols town wis proud of ita
few
years, peaple began to forget the
inconvenietics of kerosens and began
to notice the shortcomings of slee-

: \ | trictty, which had a bhabit of falling
11:00—Nottingham's Orch., KpPO,| '
FI. This Moving World, EEX; Bnr-l“hm trouble dereloped at the plant.

Peopls hegan calllng the electric
lighta “our slectric darke.”
But the city clung to ita idem of

& clty-owned system hecauss of the
great saving to consumers, and Degan

to make the neccesary changes, and

it of The Ruln
RICHMOND, Va, —#— Virginia
conservalion eommimion employess
|'a'nt'.drr-.-r| {f their sgeney had eme-
barked on & new conservation policy
when  they arrived for work and

the plant beeame very efficient |

Today, however, the plant supplies |
only a fraction of the cumrent sold
to ita nearly 1300 eustomers. many
of whom are large Industrial fac-
biccy foiind birds by the score At roost

The Beaver dam was Insdequnto ‘ an bockeases, chalrs and typewritors.
to supply all the power for Elberton |'When they summoned jenitors to
needs, but Ie stil] supplies more than | the vixdtors from the

| ahix r
enough eurrent to lieht all pubile ::h-h,m-lr?:c:v ok AHIa HASEY s
bulldingn, streeta, trafflc signaly and f

-, shattered—thie birda, chimnpey swale
to opetate the municipal water plant SaE TR bRt A

come in out af the raln,

Closlng time for Too Late to Clas-
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wlfy Ads 15 130 p. m. Usa Mall Tribune want sda.
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STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX
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MOTHER , REFURNING, 1E11% HIM
T PUT THE LAMP oN. TWisT5
IN CHAIR AND SPYS THAT THIS
WAY HE DOESN'T NEED THE LAMP

REE~IN=- ONE N
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MUTHER MBVES LAFIP 50 THAT AT
LAST HE HAS LIGHT ENOUGH .
YAWNG, STRETCHES AND DECIDES
MEHAS READ ENOUGH FOR Now | |
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S ITS A GOVERNMENT

{ SHIP/. HERES WHERE

11 GET MINE,. FOR

s FLYING THAT CRATE

OWITHOUT A LICENSE! |
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LOOKS LIKE THAT
AIRPLANE'S GOIN’
TO LAND MHERE!
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BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER—Moochem s Orders!
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LAD HERE BY (%
THE NAME OF
TOMMY TOMKINS?

HAVE A N\ \lwHy. ER.

THAT'S NOT TRUE,
INSPECTOR /. |...
I'LL TAKE MYy
MEDICINE ...

I'M NOT SORRY
| FLEW THAT

SHIP., TO WARN
THE VALLEY..

WELL, YOU kKNOwW
THE LAW, TOMKINS!

LOOK HERE, MISTER' |F
YOURE GOIN' TO ARREST
TOMMY. FOR TH' BRAVE

THING HE DIl), YOU GOT
TO DO IT OVER MY
DEAD BODY/

bate tnr
s soseved

NOBODY

SawW ME
s COME IN,
Y MR,
|'; s\ MOOCHEM—
Ji

CHARTER TO
HAPPY YALLEY
TO BECOME A

YEP, AN' Y'KNOW WHAT
THAT MEANS, DON'T YOU'?
IT MEANS THERE'S
SKULLDUGGERY AFOOT
AN' 1T'S GOIN' TO BE
AIMED AT THE OIL
EXPLORATION COMPAN
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A LETTER FROM EANNY_

———t . e DEAR HUSBAND .

HOME TO NORTHVILLE
[BEEN WONDERING |F

LBUT IVE HAD ENOUGH OF
THIS LIFE AND AM GOING

WILL BE BACK WHEN 1 GET
THERE _ AM GETTING A WEE
BIT LONESOME FOR YOU.
LOTS OF LOVE. .FANNY

--IVE
YOU

NOW, LISTEN, WARNER!
SHAKE THEM FEET
©' YOURS, FIND OUT
EYERY FACT Y'CAM, AN'
REPORT BACK TO ME
AS SOON's YOU'VE
LEARNED EVERYTHIN'/

By SOL HESS

@o IM A WHOLE. LOT LONE)
|SOMER FOR HER TOO AND
IM FED UP ON THIS PLACE,
BUT ILL STAY ANOTHER WEEK
AND MAYSE THAT WEE RiT
LONESOMENESS OF
HER:: \;n.'... GROW up
T
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