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THE ARMY POST MURDERS

The Characters

Katherine Cornlah, myself, vis-
‘ing Elizabeth on & mid-western
irmy post,

Elisabeth, Colonel Wright's
taughter.

Adam Drew, acting command-
ing officer.

Yesterday: The stranpge woman
in the girl | saw on the train. She
iotes conscloaness and Adam
tends me to the hospital where
the others are wailing for news
af Anhe.

Chapter 15
‘Who Is She?’

! )OC MOORE'S glance went from
face to face. His own was
alm, professionally detached.

“There's nothing anyone can do,”
1o said.

The words lay in the room like
ne visible presence of death. Ellz-
\beth groped for a chair-back.
Sarney's face jerked, his eyes
{nsed, He stumbled to the window
nd looked out into the darkness.
\nnle’s hands twitched in her la
hen she was beside Elizabeth,
seering up at her with her little
inarled face that was like a with-
ored, wind-fallen apple.

*You'd best be takin' me to—to
ner mother,” she said.

; Barney turned from the win-
dow.

“Shall I go with you, Elizabeth?"
he asked gently.

Her pitiful eyes searched his
face, seemoed to mark the compo-
wre he had gained.

“No, you go on to the club—see
what Major Drew wants, I'll be
along In a few minutes."

Doe Moore was telling Annie
that he would be in to see :
Carewe as soon as he could. Then
the three of them were gone, and
[ was delivering my message in a
quick undertane,

He waa already fumbling with
the tapes of the surgical gown
which he was wearlng over his
white drills.

“T'll ride with you—you can tell
me the details,” he said. “Turn
your car around. I'll be right out.”

He Jjoined me fn a minute
dressed once more for evening and
carrying his emergency kit

*Now tell me again,” he directed
as 1 headed the car down Officers’

oW, -

So I described once more my
first sight of the girl on the stairs,
the peculiar motions she was mak-
in’ and my fnding her collapsed
a few minutes later. He questioned
ma minutely about the color of her
face; and was | sure there was
foam on her lips? Then he made
me describe in detall her actions
when I first saw her.

“*The aura,” he murmured.

*What? Do you think she was
polsoned?"

“No—that Is, I'll have to see her,
of course. Tell me, was she breath-
ing when you touched her?"

‘I—I didn't notice. You sce, 1
thought she was dend—I took it for
grnnled. You think she may not

ave been?”

“Possible—wlth a heart . . .*

He was silent for a long minute.
We flashed past Elizabeth's car
parked in front of the Carewes'
quarters,

“Did you ever ses anyone in an
zptllep!.lc selzure? he asked sud-

anly.

“Henvens, no, You—you mean
that girl—-tﬁal'a what It was?"

“Sounds like it. That motion of
the arm—the aura. Typieal warn-
ing of the nervous system. She
would know, you sece, and try to
summon help.

'‘Come Il You Must'

HEN 1 should have stayed—
instead of leaving her there."
“There was nothing you could
do. It was all over by the time you
reached her. ., . Of course thisis al)
¥ Iation. I shouldn't make a
dimmll until 1 see the patient.
Bﬁv all means keep quint about it
She may very well have seen
something — nervous shock often
brings on these nttacks.”

As we wheeled In at the curb |
saw Barney mounting the front
steps of the club, I drew Doc Moore
after me to the door of the dress-
ing room.

Iy luck held; we reached the
balcony unscen. Adam was watch=
ing for us from & half-open door
At tha end of a corridor above the
renrimq FOOm.

"She's alive,™ he sald in a low
volee, ¥l found her room — she's
staying here all dght—and earried
her in there. She's either uncon-
seious or sleeping very heavily

he hasn't stirred.’

Doc Moore brushed past him and
entered the room.

I asked Adam the question up-
permost in my mind.

“Who fs she?™

“T found a letter addressed to
Miss Ethel Curtis. Does that mean
anything to you?"

shook my head.

“The luggage was new and un-
marked. The clothes look new, too,
what there are of them. But | may
ax well show vou the letler—is
there enough Hght? | don't want
to attract anyone up here.”

L ean oo to road it |

1 ok the envelope from his
hands. It was addressed to Miss
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Ethel Curtis, Hillside Sanitari
A——, Nlinois. The single sheet o
paper was tvpewritten and un-
a*!sntd. and began without saluta-
tion:

Coma 1] you must, but don't try to
telephone me or see me. You owe me
that much, at least Go straight to the
Service Club, you can't miss &8, s s
white frame building Walk in—tha
woman's room 2 on the left. There's
8 stainzay to the upper floor. Choose
a room—they're all vacani—and wail
there until | come. It may not be until
late Friday night-—there’ll be a dance,
Better take some sandwiches, | don't
twant you wendering oround the posrt.
Keep under cover or you'll wish you
had!

*Then someone knows she's
here,” 1. said |!.u¥Idly. “One of
those—down there?"

“Probably. But not necessarily
the murderer.”

*Then why the secrecy?”

I His smile was vaguely reassur-
ng.

“Let your creative imagination
go to work on that. I'd say the pos-
sibilities are numerous.’

“Doc Moore thinks she—It may
have Leen epilepsy.”

Adam's blue eyes sparkled In
the semidarkness. “There’s one of
your answers,” he said.

I was still thinking about that
when the door of her room opened
and the young doctor beckoned to
Adam,

Their low-volced murmur went
on for some time on the other side
of the door, Presently Adam ap-
peared, looking intensely excited
and drew me into the dimly lighted
room.

Oddly Familiar

THE blinds had been closely
drawn o prevent any telltale
?Ismme_r escaping to the street. The
urnishinga were cold and bare
looking, but clean—a cheap chest
of drawers, painted white, sur-
mounted by a small, wavy mirror;
a bedside table, one chalr, which
held an IZ‘IIM‘I'I suitease and the girl's
discarded clothing; and the white
iron bed, single size, arnamented
with the inzignia of the Quarter-
master Corps,

She was lying very still, breath-
ing heavily, in deep sleep.

“Asx Doe suspected, It was a con-
vulsion,” Adam explained in a low,
hurried voice. “She should sleep
for a while. In the meantime Doe
Is ‘needed back at the hospital—
tell her what yvou told me about
Anne, .. "

Captaln Moore looked apolo-
getic. T would have told you all
awhile ago, but Adam gave me in-
structions when we found she was
still breathing. There's a chance
In a hundred that we cian save
her.”

"Anne? You mean she's alive?”

“By the best of luck the bullet
missed the heart and the other vital
organg; but there was internal
bleeding. We had to explore, tie
off—she was still alive when | left
her, but I'll have to go cight back
Unfortunately I'm alone for the
week end. The surgeen is in Chi-
cago. , . , There'll have to be blood
transfusions: all of the orderlies
have volunteered and they're test-
ing the blood group now."

"1 want this kept quiet, at least
until I ean get on with the investi-

ation,”" Adam interposed hurried-
. “It may be for her protection—
I don't know; nnyway, that's the
fecling I've got."

“This girl, here—I can't take her
to the hospital,” Doe Moorse went
on apologetically “We're not
equipped to take care of women—
no nurses, no ward. And there's no
other hospital in twenly miles
I'vee got Anne in the oMeers” ward,
which was fortunately empty, and
I've telephoned for a nurse; but 1
wouldn't dare put this girl in with
her."

“1 see; you want me to stay here
with _I.wr until she wakes up. All

rlgllu
hey both [noked Inexpressibly
relleved,

YTl be right at the foot of the
stairs, in the reading room."™ Adan
said consolingly. “I've pot to ge!
these ;wnple‘s stories and let them
go home"

“She'll ' be quite all right,® the
doctor assured me, “Just make her
stay in bed."

I kept on telling him that [ didn't
mind the assignment, and finally
they bowed themeelves out. £
stuck his head back in lonjg er
to tell me that when she woke up
1 was to eall him. | could come o
the foot of the stairs and wiggle
the curtains and he would know
1 wanted him

Then the door elosed and the
room began to fill with the girl's
heavy breathing

I found | was still holding the
letter Adam had shown me. 1
moved the suitcase to the foor,
noticing that 4t was now and npar-
Iy empty, and sat on the hard
siralght chalr under the light of
Ll ngle wall bracket that flan®ed
the chost of drawers

Once more | read the typewril-
ten note, but midway [ lost the
senae of the words, arrested by ar
oddly familine [dicsynerasy of ane
of the lottors—the tall of the y was
almost obliterated
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