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iMYSTERY By GLUYAS WILLIAMSTHE ARMY POST MURDERS
By Virginia Hanson STRANGE AS IT SEEMS By JOHN HIX

For further proof address the author, lncloitng a stamped envelope for reply. Re. U. 8. Pat Oft.what we might And a scrap of
paper, Diood, tne empty sneu. . . .
Vou know, I heard that shot It
wasn't a bit like the noise a bal.

C-- fiif.1V WU2.1V- --loon makes." ,

Lc m SINGING PUCK Of

The Characters
Katharine Cornish, myself,

rinfl Elizabeth on a
.trm pctt

Elizabeth, Colonel Wrighft
daughter,

Adam Drew, S frteni.

Yeaterdayt I put Charlle'i pun
in my eulteiue. Elizabeth hat no
alibi or the time 0 the murder.

Chapter Nine

Discomposed

0505 K( fltrlEP BABV WHICH HAKES NO 30UHD. WE 3
OPES HE DOESrK UKE HIM MOCH

(mm toward mirror ih door . is simPRi&rt
T6 SEE Att01V!R BftBVMJGt 'W

SoELIZABETH looked startled at
aignt o: me.

"Why. Katherlne! II saw the ei9ar, but I didn't I didn't exp miYofk,vou. ,

She was u nearly discomposed
is I had ever seen her; and more
than that, she seemed grieved, as
If nomethins verv dear had been

3W POUND'S

"WE HIS OWN YJfrGHT
snatched from her something she
could never have again.

I don't think I have ever felt so
BEsirts 1b cpVj as does the other rabV,low down and contemptible.

lt&ml8tr
recon!) A &VB "frit BftBV A Bfrf . HOES If k Ufllt HARDER

IvWM HE MEfiMf
(

HUf"f iNS HIS HAND
,

knew she could not have heard me.
When I asked the telephone opera-
tor if there had been an eleven
o'clock call I had sooken softly,
and Elizabeth had evidently just
:ama In. But In her presence me
thoughts I had been reluctantly
entertaining seemed monstrous.
There was something clean and
honorable In the very air ina; sur
rounded her.

I rushed into speech.
"I was looking for you. Some'

thins rirnadful has harjnencd."
eXlLSP To b (3HIPPBN VAUEY lN1Hfc

DECIDES THATBABV, CfWlMS, HAS 6Cf THE FOH- - FEB5 (HERE'S SOMElVllruS HERE HE DOES NT l)NDR--

The natural color faded from
her cheeks and she reached a hand
behind her to the open door, as if
for support. But she did not speak
until I had finished. And then I
aaw there was a kind of death in
hr vpa.

mountains Hew Peking,
AC0MPl.eT6CHlHKTR.M
Wfvs cut on fttoMite World
foR NBhRLV 300 yehR$f

nlEST TACE HPS EVER SEEN, AND BURSTS OUT UU6HIN6 STAMP AMD TURNS HIS BACK ON THE WH01E APFAlR.
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"Where did It come from?" I
asked quickly.

She stopped and looked at ma
uncertainly.

"Maybe I oughtn't to tell what
I know until I'm asked. Officially,
I mean. . . . But you won't talk.

She leaned closer, confiden-
tially. "I couldn't swear, you un-

derstand, because I was dancing,
and those colored lights make me
just a wee bit dizzy I'm almost
certain it's my heart. That's what
I tell people when they say how
well I'm looking you know heart
patients always look healthy."

She came to a full atop and
beamed at me as if she had made
everything quite clear.

"But the shot?" I asked help-
lessly.

"Well, as I was telling you, it
was just after I saw Mrs. Orping-
ton go out on the veranda. She's
a little Impetuous, you know; and
she can't bear not to be first in
everything. She was so provoked
with her partner for stepping on
her balloon, and I think he must
have said something, for she just
turned right around and left him.
He didn't go out on the veranda
after her, which I think was very
wise, don't you?"

My chance of learning any-
thing of value seemed a forlorn
one, but I persisted.

"And right after that you heard
the shot?"

"And, you see, I'd Just been
looking at Mrs. Orpington, so it
isn't likely I could be mistaken
about the direction, as my hus-
band says. Not that I think she
did it, goodness knows, even if she
is quick on the trigger and crazy
about Barney, because where
could she carry a gun with that
costume?"

Ominous Black Bead

SHE had resumed her measured
scrutinizing the floor

carefully as she went. I fell into
step beside her.

"But you think the sound came
from the veranda?"

"Oh, I don't know. I dare say I
was mistaken about the whole
thing," she said with maddening
inconsistency. "There were so
many balloons popping do you
know, mine was the only one left

except Anne's, of course. I told
Mr. Shaw I really should have tha
prize, since all the rest are elimi-
nated. But he said he didn't know
anything about it that was Mr.
Nelson's job, awarding the prize.
But he's gone Bnrney, I mean.
I think he fainted, or something.
I saw Major Drew helping him to
a car. So I expect I'll just have to
wait until he's feeling better. . . .
I wonder what the prize Is? Mr.
Shaw didn't seem to know."

This was a little too much for
me. I murmured some excuse and
crossed the floor toward the front
entrance. There was a subdued
murmur from the veranda, but no
voice greeted me and I felt sud-
denly like an intruder.

I turned back, a little aimlessly,
and surveyed the room.

Suppose the shot had not coma
from outside the building? Sup-
pose, In the semidarkness, some-
one had fired from the edge of the
floor? There would have been the

"We must go," she said In a

strangled voice ana lea me way
frrtm ihm hnliRfl. 8 MATTER POt Bv 0 M PAYN

(About
6SO-9- U)

I wanted to ask her where she
had been and why she had come
back; but I could not find words.
She had drawn about herself, like
a cloak, an austere reserve that I
did not Know now 10 peneiraie.

Her car was parked behind
Charlie's at the curb. While we
stood for a moment undecided on
the sidewalk beside them, a 01

ffnvernment ambulance rolle
hurriedly by on its way to the
Hospital, uoc ivioores car wtus
following It closely.

"I'm going to the hospital," said
Elizabeth suddenly. "Maybe
maybe she isn't dead. . . ."

I thought there was a prayer In
the words.

She looked at her empty hands.
"My keys," she murmured and
in back Into the house.

The Lost Horizon
Par away In the mountain fastness

of China Uvea a strange tribe which
for nearly thrre centuries had no
contact with the outer world. Com-

pletely Isolated during the entire
Manchu dynasty, the band originally
numbered about 300, but today there
are several thousand members of
these people of the valley.

The atory of their coming there
Is the story of the overthrow of the
old M,n6 dynnsty In 104-- by U Tzu
cheng. a Chinese rebel from Shensl
province who forced the suicide of

Chung Cheng, last Ming emperor.

Old Li took over the throne of
China In 1844, but one of Cheng's
generals solicited support of the

in the north and drove U
from the Peking throne, setting up
the Manchu dynasty.

A band of some 300 of Li's soldiers,
left without a leader, "holed up" In
an almost Inaccessible mountain val-

ley about 75 miles from Peking and
waited for things to quiet down. On
offering to surrender, they were forced
to remain In their valley refuge for

as long as the Manchua reigned over
China.

There, with their families and
meager tools, they remained military
prisoners for nearly three centuries,
adjusting themselves to their condi-
tion aa best they could.

In 1911. with the downfall of the
Manchus, they were once more grant-
ed their freedom, but most of the
tribe chose to remain In their moun-
tain home. Other Chinese have even
Joined them in their mountain
colony.
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It seemed to me she was rone
for a long time. I had started after
her, vaguely uneasy, when she
came out, her hands still empty.

"Where can they be? I always
put them on the card tray."

"Perhaps they're still in the
ear."

"No, I make a point of taking
them out. Why, so they are. That's

Mirlounly, when the Missouri Pacific's
passenger train, the Sunshine Special,

odd!"
The starter whirred.
"I'll co back to the club." I said

hurriedly. I could not face the
thought of the hospital. And
Charlie had been alone long

was derailed today at McNeil, 18

miles north of here.
The Injured:
Engineer J. O. Whit of San An-

tonio.
Fireman J. K. Brown, San Antonio.

Oeorge Hyi.es, San Antonio, an

Merrill Rancher
Will Raise Bison

KLAMATH PALLS, Dec. 9. (AP)
O. V. Barton, Merrill rancher who
got two buffalo cows and a bull
bison for 9S0 at a Portland zoo
clearance sale, haa returned home
with his new stock and announces
he plana to try raising them.

The buffalos are currently domi-
ciled in Barton's barn, but the atock-ma- n

says he intends to turn them
out to grans with his black angus
cattle m Poe valley next spring.

$1000 Cow Added
To Portland Herd

PORTLAND, Dec. 9. (AP) The
dairy herd of &rnest Mchvenna had
another choice number today. Bramp-
ton Valiant Lulu, cow
from the Isle of Jersey, vaJued at
S100O.

Mcllvennn'a entries won
championships at the Pacific Inter-
national Livestock exposition for the
last three years. His dairy farm Is
on the outskirts of Portland.

expitwa messenger.
smell of burnt powder. Or was J. D. Muckleroy, flan Antonio.

White was believed tho most scrl- -mere a smoiceless powder now?
I sniffed honcfullv. and It ousty injured. The engine overturned

and he was pinned In the wreckage.seemed to me I could detect faint,

TAILSPIN TOMMY-Dea- dly Lethargy 1

By HAL FORREST
i

remaining traces of the acrid
stench, but It was too late to locate
Its possible source. Had I noticed
anything earlier, when I fled
across the dance floor after Adam?
I could not remember, but some-
one else would.

Suppose, for the sake of argu-
ment, that Mrs. Flower had been
right in thinking the shot had
come from outside, or from the
vicinity of the entrance. Suppose
the bullet had lodged in one of the
narrow pillars that supported tha

rjoWN . DOWN OCVH
"HURTLES THE BIO

.amphibian ... a3
8keeteb tries to
Fight his wy back
id consciousness
with teoriblb

That he will nrTinn'i
NOT BE ABLE GONE . GOMEL ( sr- V GCTTTA. .GOTTA. N

TO PI6HT OFF WROMS OO. .SOMETHIN' T "
THE OvEaPOWfKJNS CAN'T. CAN'T LjaCB V OR fcl--

'
DESIRE TO SLEEP HARDLY rx. '

5
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balcony. . . . TEMACITy. .

KNOWS THAT THtIdly I inspected the row nearest
me, crossed the floor and scanned

i.

EseBeaawosieBaa

the pillars on either side of tha
deserted stage. And on one of
them, at about the level of my

enough.
If Elizabeth answered me I did

not hear her. Her little car jumped
backward, halted, leaped ahead
with the doublo-jolntc- d action of
a jack rabbit and bounded away
toward the hospital.

Elizabeth was methodical, as I
knew from my own observation.
At least twice that day I had seen
her carefully put those car keys
on the silver tray provided for
calling cards just inside the door
of the front hull. Tonight, I was
positive, she did not have them
when I saw her in the doorway.

What, then, had upset her, be-
fore she saw me, before I told her
of the shooting? What had made
her forget the little ritual of the
ear keys?

I turned the roadster and drove
back slowlv, very slowly, breath-
ing the clean air that a little
breeze was beginning to stir,
thinking determinedly of nothing
but the pnlnfully sweet memories
Invoked by once more driving
Charlie's car with only the stars
above me.

1 Heard The Shot
I ENTERED as I had left, by the

side door. The library was still
In semldarkness, but Charlie was
gone. My heart sank at the dis-

covery. 1 had expected him to
sleep for hours. Where had he
gone? And what was I to do now?

As I came In I had seen that
most of the party were grouped
together on the veranda, drawn
there, no doubt, by the arrival,
earlier, of the amhtilance; and
held there by an obscure desire
to keep as far as possible from the
scene of the crime.

But Mrs. Flower was alone on
the dance floor, walking slowly
along, head bent above her harem
veil like a submissive hourl fol-

lowing her master.
I watched her In 1 sort of fas-

cination until she looked up and
saw me.

"I'm looking for clues," she said
seriously, like a child explaining
a game. "Clues are very Impor-
tant, you know. They're what tell
you who did the murder. Come
help me look. There's no telling

shoulder, I found the bullet
Rut. as sieets pullstme ship out op theove..the w1nss hold.

Diva THAT IS CQUAL
to 19 g'3, and while
the ship is builtto pull out op sucha div..he also
realizes that the
human, boov will
not be able to
stand such a
TREMENDOUS PftESSURE

AND EVEN AS SKEBTSR
TM AT TUB

PIANE HAS COME THBCHJSH
SAFELY . HE REALIZES
ALSO . ...

BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER Deal's Off! By EDWIN ALOEB

To say that I was surprised
would be an understatement. I
had been following a train of
thought The possibility of its
leading to anything had been so
remote that I could hardly believe
my eyes. But there was no doubt-
ing the bullet's reality. It had
plowed through a comer of the
pillar, splintering the wood on the
other side an ominous black
bead, half exposed by the torn
timber. And as nearly as I could
judge its path, It had come from
the direction of the front door.

Mrs, Flower had been examin-
ing the willow chairs that were
grouped Into a sort of lounffe on

WHAT DO YOU S'POSE TRYIN'
TO

I BOUGHT YOUR LOUSV
I TOLD YOU I DIDN'T

SEE THAT PARAGRAPH
AFORE --AND ANYHOW, OUTSMARTlFARM FOR, EXCEPT TO

SET THE RECIPE FOR MC CU7irvo.. HOW CAN I TELL YOU
THE SUNSHINE PELLETS? J THE RECIPE WHEN I r

1
.

DON T KNOW IT?

either side of the front door. Now
she approached, eyeing me Intent MMly. 1 moved to meet her. making

IT W!.V.,y.SI?N'l I THERE! THE DEAL'S "Ssv,II FATHEAD! J OFF.' VOU GET NOT 1
II XEWJT J ONE PENNY OF MV I S

!LPNE ITJ yaLSKjs,, MONEY, YOU WOULD-B- E ILffl

an effort to hide Die excitement
that was making my heart pound.
I had no intention of sharing my
discovery with her. That was for
Adam's eyes alone,

fCopirtoaf. JJS. Virginia iiatuonj

Tomorrow! Adam Investigates,

3JAMERICA SCREWS LID

THE NEBBS -- Buck and Forth By SOL H"
1N&S, WE VvAS Wf VOU TALK. TO ME1. THE BEST AND MOSTI TwOUGUT 50 - WE'O

,)U5T A KID NEVER. GOT SO SMARTIF I'M MOT ""V r: IMDLt OUD TLJSJH, DW1HE.K tRMIt
EVFICJ. MAi WAR Mil WIKIfi A. .riPvvIM U1SAS HIBERNATING WITH THETEEMS FOUNTAIN AND MXlR OLD MAN THOUGHT;WAS QUnfe VOOMG ) NIEBQ FAMIUV, THE HOUSE OP

rapliera away from army poat. navnl
veaaela and aircraft. Congress d

tha step early thla year.
Soma aliens oh whom suspicion

rested have been disrharged in recent
monlha or transferred from plants
matting warplanra for the army and
navy, informed persona said. They
added, however, there has been noth-
ing approaching a general "purtre."

Since 1P28 aliens have been able
to on military aircraft otders
only by official permission. Now aurh
permits are more difficult to obtain
and bit tvntcd for only a few months
at a time.

Congress haa Included tn most ap-

propriation bills a provision salaries
paid out of the appropriation be
given only to American cltlrens or to
persona who had filed ellltenahlp
papers.

IMC LCI-irM- ! I ILJOJ Jh WUKK WA.5,SLEEPING &RAINS.1 UNOER.- -VJHENJ ME LEFT Kvtv SOMETHING VOUR. MOTHERSTA.ND VUMENJ VOO LEPTHOMfc. rn iv r rv--- n
SCHOOL TV4EY GAVE VOO A. vi.i i n i i - ' ...'

y DIPLOMA MttRKED
"SAMPLE COPV y Wv

WAPHINOTON. Dee. The
Army and navy ai quietly tightening
the llrt on military aerrela. In pre-

paration for the upredlng up of the
artmlnletrntlon'a national defense pro-
gram.

New rule to Mfeguard forta, war-hi-

nnd planea, Indtratloni of a

closer tab on aliens In aircraft plants,
and a recent hint by PreMdent Roose-

velt more fund would be sought
from ronnreai to combat aple save
evidence today of Increased caution.

Military clrrlrg heard regulations
were nesting completion to Keep un-

authorised nap tnakare and jiliotiej- -

if
ilLTCrewmen Injured

In Rail Disaster
AUSTIN, Tti Dec (API Fmr

enatuaa vera Injured, Uua oi mem


