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THE ARMY POST MURDERS

The Characters
Ratherine Cornish, mysclf, vis-
iting Elizaheth on @ mid-western
Lrity post,
Ellzabeth, the colonel's daugh-

ter,
Charlle Spencer, my flancé,

By Virginia Hanso

current youth singing like angels
in the rumble seat,

A good summer, our last at
home, It was all changed now: Dad
rambling through southern France
on his sabbatical; Charlie's father
transferred to Los Angeles, their
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house sold; Eileen singing de- |
terminedly agninst the Incessant
Yesterdsy: Anne Careie & | cipttar of my typewriter and the
murdered ‘during the balloon | narindie devastating typhoon of
danee. the elevated outside our window.

Chapter Eight
Capable Of Murder
SOMEONE waa breathing hard at

my shoulder, T turned, dnsie ';”‘ fus. with @ bullet nole | PRESENT IN UNDERWEAR  WHEN PUTHING LAUNDRY. 50 LIKELY 10 NEED 10 OPEN, FORGOTTEN WHAXT HEDID
“Charlie!l” ‘I whispered, Fear er back. . . . A Wirfi ThE KEY
ghot iough me. and Iett mo| o SEMBSIE bis conversation TREHR Y i mn

trembling,

His foce was paper white under
the golden down that covered it
like peseh fuez, and his odd, yellow
ekt eyves had the brilllance of lapaz,
He lopked wild, tigerish: his hand
closed an my arm and the fingers
gank In like cliws. But he wns
Iooking past me at that tragle,
down-flung form.

"“She's dead,” he said suddenly
In n shockingly ordinary volce,

The erowd panicked. Some wo-
man began fo Inugh. Do¢ Moore
glancéd up from his examination,
suid gomothing in n low volee, and
Adam, with courteous, relentless
finplity, forced us all out of the
room.

“Everyone wait, please,” he di-
rected and closed the door.

“Quick, someplace whera we'll
be alone,” I whispered to Charlle,

He merely atared nt me stupldly.

I took his unresisting hand and
hurried him across the floo™o the
rending room, Faor the moment we
had it to ourtelves

“Listen, this is serious” 1 sald,
trying to fix his wandering, fever-
ish gaze. “Listen, Charlie—please
pay attention to what T am saying,
You realize this is murder, don't
you?"

The vacant yellow eyes looked ||

back at me impersonally, make that an excuse for my ne= B N Picr UP mvy RE Y

“Woll, what of (7" "he' asked | tions, ; ¥ A ' A A STooP )
erisply; and T maw what I had | The keys were in the car. | was - - TIALL FER. ME- SETTIN OLD o |
misied before, that he was very | relieved but not surprised to find

drunk.

In that moment of horror it was
Pmnil:le for me to belleve any-
hing. T remember looking him
over r}ulckl,\r for suspiclous sags
or bulges, He was untidy—his
tawny hair was mussed, there were
wrinkles in his white mess jacket
and slacks; but there was no aus-
picion of o gun on his lean, tail-
ored form,

"All right, Charlie. I fust wanted
to 'make sure you remember you
were with. me in this room when
the shooting took place”

Maybe 1 was a fool, but at that
moment 1 thought I had to get him
out of it I'd take n ehance on fixing

And Charlie — Charlle drinking
himself out of the pieture becauss
a girl named Anne Carewe had got
herself engaged (o another man,

And Anne Carewe lying on a

ran my hand along the back of
the driver's seal. The gun was
thers, wedged in behind the cush-
lon, the grip whers he could put
his Land on It,

I drew it out and looked at it
with the distrust 1 always feel
{or pistols, I had shot Charlie's
twenty-two rifle when we were
kids, but this was different — an
ominous, heavy thing, a man-
hunting weapan,

It was  1d; but I dida't know
how long it would atay warm after
it was fired, I didn't know how to
hreale it to sou if It had been fired.
I didn't know anything about the
thing oxcept that I was going to
get rid of it for a while.

I considered. It would not do
ust to throw It away somewhere
in the darle; for eventually it would
be found and traced to Charlie—
the numoers, ar something, were
registered, T knew., Where, then,
eould T hide §t?

The only place I could think of
was my suitcase in Eliznbeth's
guest room.

Fantastie Thought

THE thought of Elizabeth
brought me up with an fcy
shoek. She must be still at home,
walting for her call. She aught to
told abou' the tragedy. I would

them, Chaorlie was casual about
such things,

We warmed to each other like
old friends, Charlie's roadster and
I. The quarter mile or s0 {rom one
ond of the plain to the othar van-
ished behind us like a thread of
emoke ind we drew up in front of
Colonel Wright's = arters,

I'was conscious of a pang of dis-
appointment, Elizabeth must have
Fone bnel to the party, Her car
was not in sight. Well, I would go
in, hide the sun and leave. T could
nt least say 1 had been looking
for her,

The knob turned under my hand
~doars nre nover locked on a post
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F 130,000,000 Twig

Btrange nx It peema, from the mngle
twig of a Spanish grape vine, brought
Into Callfornin  from  Mexles by
Franciacan padres 1o 1740, aprang this
country’s entire ralsin growing In-
Austry-—n BLADO00,000 A yenr affnir,

Planted at the Misalon of San
Diego, the vine grow luxurlously. In
two years 1t yielded frult ann pro-
vided ecuttings which wwere planted
at other misslons aa the padres press.

jed by the Franeclecans at Mission San
| Gabriel In 1776, atill produces nt the
mieo of five tons m year In. 1771
the padres bieasad and shipped irom
!C‘olllr_-rnlu the first keg of wine
Nt from this country to the Vati-
can in Rome

Cuttings from Prance, Turkes, Per-
fln and other countries were (ntro.
duced Ints the United Staten when
the siccess of the Spanish vines was
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