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DONT MARRY THE MAN

e Characlers

Kathleen Gregory: red-haireo
meniber of the Gregory clan goe:
West incognito to get a right-of+
teay for The Golden Girl mine
‘from MacDonald.

Donald MaeDaonald: young owon-
ar of The Stubborn Boy mine
hates the Cregorys as much as
they hate him,

Bridget: Kathleen's companion

Yestorday: Kathleen's father
orders her home. The Greporys
are going to mweat proof of their
prier claim fram Balmy, then
close down the MocDonald mine.

Chapter 18
‘Not-So-Devoted Daugliter®

THE table cleared, dishes

washed, they sat before the hig
stove, Kathleen leading gently to
the purpose of her visit.

“The day we visited The Stub-
born Boy. Young Donald told us
he'd never glve right-of-way to
the Golder Girl. He seemed to
want it closed down,”

Balmy puffed on his clay pipe,
*Thinks he does.” he mu'ceg
“He said the Gregorys couldn't
force the lastie becnuse they could
not rove priority of filing on the
lr l.lm Balmy,” she leaned

nrd “suppost snmeone had

Hroof that the Gregotys had filed |

tat. If their vein traversed near
the MacDonald mine, they could
force the MacDonalds to close
down. cuuldnl they?"

“Aye" conceded Balmy, “npro-
rltt!ng they found the proaf.t”

"But supposc  they knew it
existed ana could force the porson
holding it to releage 1L, what then?"

Balmy taok his pipe from his
mouth. "What are you ftrying to
tell me, lass?" .

“1...well nothing, but—*

“Would you like to see Donald's
mine closed down?'

“l wouldn't give a continental
damn_ what happened to that
stuffed shirt.” she fMlared. “But the
miners, Thefyd ba out. And," she
mnﬂudud amely, Mr: Arthur
her far cleset so.’

Balmra white hend went back
and his strong laugh rangout, then

quleting he chuekled. “We'll hae to
l&uJu.ne keeps her jar closet.”

“How?" demanded Kathleen. She

walted now. eagerly. Balmy was
holdlmz nis pipe, réndy to speak.

.'{ answered the old man

Kathleen sank back into her

Bl'lllr. Jane Arthur was right

my was “faer teched in the
Iuid' He'd pray for the réturn of
Old Angus when he know he had
been dead for fifleen years.

“Ye see, lass,” Balmy had re-
lapsed into broad dialect, “the mon
who hae this proof will nae gie it
up to be used as 0 weapon of hate."

“Not even to save the Gregory
miners the losa of their joba?"

Balmy aat silent a fow moments,
then he spole, “Sametimes 1L seems
better they should he forced from
their stubborn loyalty te a dying
clan, now that their loyilty hos
turned bitter. | foar lass. that
loyalty is more hatred for the
Machdea than love for the

ST
aren't the MacDonalds as
blitter towiirds the Gregorya?" she
demand»d.

“Nae. hooe, health and content-
ment breed tolerance just as squal-

brceda envy. Whew," he broke

“listen to hat wind. Snow fall

inre long.™

Hurrying back to the Gregory

use, Kathleen looked at the sky

indl_swept, the dark blue arch
sparkled with the stars that
seemed g0 cloge (n the thin moun-
taln air. The mountaings bevond

e big house hunched black shoul-
ders against the cutting breath of
tho north. Knthisen thought of the
roofs of the Gregory cots and
shivered.

‘A Crazy Idea’

THE patients were quiet that
night,
apologetie pleas for water

Bravely they tried to smothor | AT
Al | I

mping coughs that their
Cleo" might snatch a few mo-
ments’ real

ut Kathleen couldn't rest
mine nurse settled by a lamp with

ok in her hand. watohed her
Once she cheeked her vestless pasa-
ing to feel her pulse und place an
Inguiring hand on her forehead

You'd better slow dawn, ehild
or we'll have vou for a patient and
we need vou as & nurse.”

*T'ltey as 2oon n: 1 Have another
look at Laura"

The child seemed sleoning when | 108

Kathleen, candle shaded by her

hand, tintoed in The covers were | U
tumbled and one arm, & bony little | Lt
hoad | @

arm, was thrown over her
Kathleen tucked the arm under
the covers
Kathleen thouight of
ghe started dowi the
There waoe a ligh' under
door. She knceked and entered
The Irish’ girl was sewing "T'm
making over that ted Nannel dross
Laura will look adorable in red "
Kathlwn perehed on the arm ol
the chair “Dad says | have 1o ro-
‘turn immedintely " she an |
Bridaet looked startled
The entire stary told
eoncluded. “Bui I'm going,
I'm not going to leave Yere until
aurn's bones sre decently cove
ered with fleah
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Whemar  leld A van

By Jeanne Bowman

L ean't go," Kathlsen expizinen
{3 unfinished. I came here to ac-
complish something and I've done
nothing: but twiddle my thumbs
I've a fec't.m;, my neople are zomg
to need me, I'm not good for mue
of anything but Aghting but I can
put up a good serap.”

Bridget who had looked u
qu:ckly at my penn!e smiled.
"You're telling me' she mur-
mured. *I wonder who he'll send
out to do the dirty work,” she
ndded. Kethleen knew she was re-
ferring to Angus Grvunry.‘

“Some of his legal Hghts," slghed
Kathledn, "1 hope thovll enjoy
their stay in The Gregory.™

Bridget lonked around her room.
It was cory, colorfil Beside het
typewriler Iay the growing stack
of manuscript.

“l suppose III hove o retire tc
the tall timber." she sighed. “The
whole tegal stafl knowa me much
too well. But anyone would be bet-
ter than your father, Can't vou
imagine how he'd feel to find me
hete afier he's searched hoth New
Yark and Chicogo to hire me
back?"

Kathleen noddea, She eould; she
eolld ‘even visunlize the reception
he'd give Bridgel. She must find
some way fo check this legnl in-
vaslon o Bualmy's peace.

|its  cue

She had written &e girls asking

Thanksgiving and

no restless tossing, no| M7

The |t

Aridaet’s | et

Returning to her night dutles
she parried o pad and penci) and
during the waning hours wrote
many letters) disearded them and
sent the Arat.

{5 @ crazy idea and | wen't be o
parti to it Gloe e time and 'l get
your ald right-of<way without any-
thinp haping to be clofed dotn

Tudon'e Epow why you frct any faith
in hear-say. Compbell ('t called
Halmy without reason, He's not re-
sponzibile.

And remamber this, 4 you fet any
of ‘those trained tegal sedls of yotira
recognize me on ) Kathleen Grepory,
PU fined a Abay 1o stop anything you
start. 1 intend 1o finikh this fob o
sturted withaut any interforence So
woarn them. No nmatter who comes out
they arg not to show any recogrition
whatzavver

Aside fram thar | love pyoi and I'm
wondering why, Your diaposition is
worse thar mine, Your own not-20-
devofed daughter.

Kathieorn

Thanksgiving

I ATHLEEN did not go to the

veranda to waotch the sunrise
the next morning. [nstead, she
went to bed to sleep soundly for
muny holrs and then to dream of
Ponald MacDonald and a painted
eanyon, and of legnl sealscoming
up {rom the stream 'te run Donald
and herself to the caving tops of
Gregory cots,

The days went sliding along and
the snow neld as though awaiting
te fall. Kathlesn and
Bridget felt ag thoush they were
awaiting some cue. Thelr patients
relurned home, the nurses re-
turned to the mine, and life fell
inta routine,

The minisiure castles Kﬂhlven

had designed for the Gregory
mineen weri. dgseardud und in thelr
place she aketvhed and planned

nractical eottinges with iar elogsels
and enough ground around euch
0 grow vegetableg for the jars

There waus alao a t-lrrmu-uiv hinll
and in addition to the dance hall,
which eould be turped inte an
auditorium, and the billiard room
the MacDapald hall boasted there
Wiis a sbwing toom. nirsery and
kitehen

Thiunksgiving arrived and with
it. Mrs {.'lnu.uld MacDonald,” Sr.
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Tomarrow: The Gregorys arrive

STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX

For turther proof address the author, {nclosing a stamped envelops for reply.
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