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Chapter 48
The Hostage

HE smoke filled my eyes, smart-

ing, stinging. blinding, 5o that
[ marveled how Hugo could hold
the car on the road, but on we
hurtled, right into the red heart
of the Inferno, and suddenly, as
the whole world around seemed
filled with a single sheet of scream-
Ing, searing fame, | saw him
wrench at the wheel and swing it
round; ax we swerved violently to
the right, 1 felt that we were
elimhing agnin, and at the same
moment a glant flaming pine fell
erashing acroas the road we had
jhast lef

1 saw that l{oah More was lean-
Ing forward, gripping Hugo's
shoulder and pointing ahead with
s bony Hnger. He was smamlpf
sut curses, urgings to go faster still,
shrill threats of what he would do
to Geiss when we found him. The
uncanny volce poured forth in a
erazed monotone, and | shuddered
Involuntarily, for it seemed that
It needed only this, the realization
that a lunntle sat beside me, to
add the final touch of horror,

The unseen lrack grew steadily

;oughar. and the Hispano was
umping wlldily from side to side;
but 1 had a faint, ing sus-

piclon that the smoke was thin-
ning. I could see the scorched and
blackened hillsides on either hand
with only a flery thread here and
there to show that devastation still
lingered, holding its hand.
glanced ug.
sbove us Hecked with stara and
the moon riding clear, and ripped
the coverings from my face.

‘"We're through!" I yelled, and
a5 1 spoke, Hugo pulled up
abruptly.

We had come to another set of
eross-roads. The madman st m,
side pointed to the right-hand,
steeper path. Up and up we
elimbed, bumping and skidding
through a darkness of trees; an
then we eame out on the crest of
the ridge, and before us lay a nar-
row, wodge-shaped walley, with
the track running down, Yike a
thin black ribbon lhrouuh rough
felds, to o dark huddle at the bot-
tom that I guessed to be a bullding,

But now we were back in the
track of the fire. The valley was
still untouched, but there was a
searlet light ot the head of it, the
hot wind struck once more against
my cheek, and I heard ajain the
borrid roaring nolse. The glow
trengthencd as 1 watched, and

leuriot realized It at the same in-
ptant. Hugo gave a wild huzza.
"We're in time!” he yelled. but the
pther, his anxious eyes flxed on
that red horizon, muttered under
his breath:

“Only just, my friend, only just!™

Down into the valley we shot,
rocketing and ricocheting from
unseen boulders, while the lunatic
at my side sereamed and chattered,
and Dunning, beside Hugo, took
something from his pocket that I
guessed to be a gun and carefully
looked It over, The inn wis a big
shndowy place, and an wa pulls
up at the entrance, where rotting
Hutes hunf o?un from the massive
pitlars, | had a sudden cold fear
that onee agaln we were too late
and our quarry had gone.

The Knite

WE elimbed out painfully, and |
a3 we stood for a moment hest-
tating, Fleuriot laid a hand on
Dunning's arm. *You have a gun?"
he asked sharply. “"Wait here, then,
and keep an eye on this poor erea-
ture. It 1s your business to see that
no one breaks away through this
gate” He turned to Hugo. "You,
my friend, will similarly guard
the deor of the main building,
while you and I, Monsiour Archee,
will encirele it, making contact at
the farther side” He added on a
warning note: “But no nolse, you
understanid! No calling to Made-
molaelle OLLille, even If you should
gee her, When we have made our
Inspection, we will return here, all
three, to arrange our campalgn.”

He turned away, and Hugo and
I padded softly at his heels across
the grent yard, to the lowering
walls of the farmstead itself. Here
Hugo halted obediently at the
door under its overhanging lintel,
and Fleuriot turned nolselessly
right and [ left, feeling my way
along the rough stopework to the
angle of the bullding

As 1 rounded it, the red glow
from the weat struck my face, and
I saw that the wall ahead of me
was et by a couple of windows,
bath heavily shuttered; but though
Tiried them gingerly, one after the
other, they were cely fastened
from the inside, and no gieam of
light showed. 1 crept on, feeling
my way, round the second corner
to the rear of the liouse and halted
abruptly, holding my breath, for
Fleurlot waa there before me,
erovched with his eve to the ledge
of another window

He signed sharply te me to be
eareful, ns 1 tiptoed forward and

dirty, and lit only by a single
!u. Ditille nl’thure ropped

ean
against the wall, deathly y
eyes closed, a crimson handker-

fof bound across her mouth. She

was atil] wearing the dark blue
ajumas in which | had last seen

Fu.-r. but now they were torn and
dusty, and her wrists and ankles
wers bbund with heavy rope. For
an instunt 1 thought that she was
dead, and a wild rush of fury seized
me, so that | would have torn the
shutters apart to reach the wild
beast who had done it. but Fleuriot
seemed to sense my impulse, for
he caught my arm with a steely

ip. Al the same moment | saw

er open her eyes suddenly and
look at the man before her, and 1
knew that she was very much
alive, for never have [ peen such
a look of deflant rage on any hu-
man face,

Gelss was perched on an up-
turned packing-case staring at her
in his turn, with his blank upnm
eyes, while slowly, between
long fingers, he turned somethin
Nat and shining that I realized wit!
an uncontrollable shudder to be &
razor-sharp palette knife. It was
a dread sight, made all the
more ghastly by the complets
silence that enveloped it

1 saw the girl's eyes shift from
his face to the knife and back
his Mece again, out she never
blenched, and I took off my hat to
her for the bravest creature [ had
ever known. And then suddenl
Gelss spoke, and his volee seeme:

I
saw’ the ‘night aky ?‘uddeny to break the spell that

eld us.

‘My Life For Yours'
"Y70U know,”" he said, "it was a

very clever idea of mine to
brlnﬁ ivnu with me, for | do not
think they will find us here for a
long time, and when they do, with
thissharp blade across your throat,
they will think a long time before
they shoot, und during that time
Lahall be able to male terms with
them—my life for yours.”

Fleuriol touched my shoulder
softly. "It is time!” he whispered.
“We must move quickly,” But the
words died on his lips and he
sprang to his feet with something
belween a groan and a sob, for on
that instant, from the night shad=-
ows that rl:éuud us, came the sound
of a eragked, shrill voice raiset in
song. “Nonh More wiis a funny
ﬂm]l" for he lived until he died. ..."

The man Inaide the room heard
It too, and like a fiash he was on
hix feet, glaring round him like a
wild beast. With one swift sprin
he was beside the prostrate girl,
slnshing with his knife at the cords
that bound her ankles.

“They are here!” he muttered.

“So soon they are here!” and he
dragged her, helrtes, to her [eat
and thrust her in front of him,
r.-m]i]ng the door in the opposit
wall.
The singing volce had seemed to
come from the other side of the
house. but ax 1 waited, suddenly
there came a pause, and next in-
stant it echoed again, startlingly
near, from somewhere just round
the corner of the building.

“And you'll hear no more of
qulur Nua?} More,"” it sang; “lor poor

oah More's no more!”

Gelss heard it too, for he swung
round awiftly, facing the window,
drngrlnﬁ‘ the girl after him, an
holding her onee more against his
breast, the cruel blude across her
throat. I leaped to my feet, thrust

| my fAingera between the slit in the

heavy shutters, and pulled with
all my strength,

“He quick!” 1 heord Fleuriot's
anxious voiee behind me,

Ax 1 tugged and stralned, my
head seemed bucsting, and 1 could
feel the muscles in my back erack-
ing under the effort: but suddenly
the shutters gave, with a rending
erack of breaking wood, and as
they swung open 1 saw Geiss
standing motionless, a bare two
yards away [rom me, peering out
over the girl's shoulder with eyvea
that looked blind and yet were
Mled with a dreadful expectancy,

“You!" he said, and gave a sud-
den shrill eackle. “It is always you
—but this time, I think, | have the
hetter of it. Her life against mine,
my young friend! | go free and
i,-nu take her back to our poor
Tugo—is it a bargain?"

1 hesitated, my gnze fixed, shud-
dering, on the thin, sharp steel that
Iny across Oltilie's golden throat,
Flourfot had  vanished, and
guessed that he was afraid the
sight of him might startle the cren-
fure inside into hasty action.
Fverything, 1 thought hopelessly,
hung on me and on the next words
1 apoke—and then, as 1 waited,
fongue=tied, 1 knew that 1 was
wrong and that everything hung
on something very different, for
the door behind Gelsa waa slowly
opening, and as | looked, 1 saw
lfm:n'a face, hard and dangerous
peer cautioualy round It

Hugo leaped forward, hurlin
the whols welght of his hundre
and ninety-six pounds full on the
othet's back, while at the same
time one sinewy hand caught at
the wrist that held the knife.

knelt beaide him
I looked, setting my eye to the
erack between the bottom of the

sit back an exclamation
a big room that | stared
yhouse kitchen by the
it it was bare
now, indescribably

look af it
unfurnished
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JOSEPHINE REGISTRY
SHOWS GAIN OF 475

ORANTS PASS, Oct. 21. — () —
Josephine eounty reglstration In-
creased 478 volers sines the 1834

election, County Clerk P. L. Coon's
teport released today ahowed. The
1038 total Is 8,727, o
Republicans gained 183 for a total
of 49504, Democrats increased 306
for a total of 3036, Miscellaneous
pariiss dropped from 241 to 107,
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| THE FOOD BILLS

«s.to detect ALLSWEET in a taste
test with higher-priced spreads!”

pr

one/

1o Food-Budqet Blues”]

ALLSWEET..,
THAT SPREAD
YOU'VE BEEN

PILING THICK OM
BREAD AND HOT
CANES., .GAVE ME
MY BIGGEST
SAVING !

L TRy ==

LOOK HOW YOUVE CuT
POWN THE FOOD BILLS
THIS MONTH

HOWD vou
POIT?

GRANDEST SPREAD BETTY..,
SAVES LOTS OF MONEY, £
AND ALLSWEET S sO
1 DELICIOUS NOBODY EVER
GUESSES YOURE
ECONOMIZING.

[ BUT YOU COMPLAIN
WHEN | DO,
REMEMBER How
YOU HATED THAT
MARGARINE
| TRIED...

SIMPLY GOT ]

POWN ON o~

@ A margarine would have to be miraculonsly good to fool &
food expert like Mre, Fisher with more than 15 vears’ experi- %
11 Vitgwent did in an actual taste test! Time
n this "Guest-Quality™ Margarine has baffled food
orities. There's eridence that your family will enjoy this
pread! And how Allsweet will help the food budget!

Taste Allsweet on hot vegetables, toast, hot cakes. Use it in

TEACHIR Y

cooking, haking, Discover how vou can saee money by using
n this pure, wholesome, all-American product! Get a pound
by of delicious Allsweet th s aliiv N Raa’
" Of delictous Allsweet this very day at your food dealer’s,

By HAL FORREST {
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