PAGT FIGHT

THE C

The Characters
Mugo Stern, handsome author,
Haring on the French Riviera.
Archie Lumsden, mypelf, his

friend.
Ottille Wills, beautiful Ameri-
can hetress.

Yesterday: Ottilie and I pet omt
of Geiss'a villa, Later she disap-
peara

Chapter 40
The Zero Hour

DUNNING lifted & large, white
hand. “Just a minute. There
are a few polnis to consider before
we take any hasty step, and the
Arst and most Important s the
safety of Virgoe Wills We have

retty good authority for believ-
rng that this day will see the at-
tempt on his life, and we know his
denth is the stake these gentlemen
are playing for. Our first duty s
to attend to his safety. Up to now
I'm happy io say, he Is [gnorant of
his nisce’s dlsa?pnnrnnne. and I
warn vou that T shall resist, by
foree if need be, any attempt to
alarm him about her. See here,
son,"” he continued on a softer nots,
“if you go to the police about Ot-
tlie's vanishing, you'll have the
whole circus, complete with ele-
phants, dashing around here to in.
terrogate him. Before you know
where you are, the old man’ll be
out scouiring the town for her, and
how, in the name of all that's imlr.
are wo aoing to keep an orve on
him in the sort of free-for-all
frolie that'll be filling the streets
shortly?"

He was right, and | knew 1
but nevertheless my whole sou
recolled from Lhe thought of leav-
ing the girl to her fate, Minx
she might be, but there was a
charm, a courage, an innate hon-
esty about her that made the
thought of lenving her to Gelss
somplotely unthinkable Therefore,
when Hugo spoke, I had alread
ranged myself mentally and physi-
eally on his side,

“1 ean’t do it," he sald, and his
voice was tired. “You're right,
Dunning, according to your lights
—but you see, I love her and *‘\m
got to have a shot at finding her.”

“1 never suspected that You En
out and look for your girl, and take
Archie along to help you. I'd come
myself if 1 could, but you know
how it |s, I'll have my hand- full,
but there's two or three of my men
hanging around this loeallly to
belp me. and T guess we'll win out”

Hugo threw him a swilt, grate-
ful glance. *1 won't forget that.
Dunning,” he sald, “The sooner we
find her, the sooner we'll be back
to give you a hand. Archle. are you
ready?”

“Champing at the bit to be
ome * 1 retorted, much relieved,
ut even as I turned to follow him,

I halted. stopped short in my
tracks by the sight of a tall, rugged
figure emerging from the 1ifL 11
was Virgoe Wills himself, and at
slght of us ke reclined his arav
head in dignified salutation and
came lowards us,

“Good morning, gentlemen,” he
saidh “If you are waiting to see me,
you are most welcome, but if by
any chanee you have a date with
Ottilie. 1 fear you'll be disap-

inted. Cassandra tells me she's

'eeling poorly this morning."”

“Now, if that {sn't too badl" said
Dunning with a spurious hearti-
nesa, "Here's Mr. Stern come with
an invitation to you and Miss Ot-
lille to spend the next two-three
days with him and his sister at
their chalet.”

The old man bowed gravely “We
are much obliged to you, Mr
Stern.” he said, "but Ottilie, as you
have tust heard, (s keeping her
room-—" He broke off sharply. for
another voice had sounded atl his
elbow, a fat, olly voice that 1 knew
ofl* too well

“But no, monsienr!" it said. *You
are mistnken. Madempiselle Of-
tilie, she Is already out, enjoying
the braderie Just one little mo-
ment ago 1 meet her, and she ask
rhm' to come and tell vou to foin

er!™

T swung round and saw, with a
mixture of stupefaction and dis-
may. the squat. obese flgure of
Baron Stahl standing at my elbow
For a moment we all stared at him
in a
spoke

"That's a lle!" he sald sharply
Mina ' Wills is in hior room. suffer- |
ing from a headnehe ™

inzed silence: then Hugo

It's Come AL Last

HE old man looked from one to
the ather of us, knitting his
shaggy hrows. For a moment it
seemed, he almost suspeeted that
sthing was wrong—and then
e lightod on Hugo, his

. | knew only too well
1 He was thinking Here was
yet one more of his nlece’s vie
time, fealons that she had chosen
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for Misa Ottilie to be wandering
around in, Why not lot Mr, Stern
and Mr. Lumsden here go along
and bring her back?"

"Cuthbert," Virgoe Wills sald
dryly. “vou're well-meaning, but
you're not so bright as you'd like
to be There's nothing in the kind
of innoeent fun that's going on out
there te offend Ottilie. Lead the
way, Baron"” and with that he
turned and stumped firmly out to
the terruce.

Wa stood there, three angry,
helpless mon. Dunning's face was
very anxious, and in the silence 1
heard him mutter, half to himsalf:
"It's coma—it's come at last™

“Leave it to me,” sald L, for an
idea had struck me 1 sprinted
after the two receding figures,

“Mr.Wills.” [ said, a trifle breath-
lessly. “You won't mind i we
eome along with you? My friend
Stern is rather anxiotis to have a
word with your niece.”

He halted, fixing his wise. shrewd
old eyes on me.

“Mr. Lumsden, quite a numbe:
ot young men have been anxious
to have o word with Ottilie in the
past, and most times the result of
that word has been a heart-ache
for them and s acalp in the war.
belt for her. 1 like your friend
and n man of his age takes a hurl
harder."”

“Mr. Wills,” 1| answered soberly.
lowering ny voice to meet h
“hagn't it occurrad to you that one
day Ottilic might get tired of scalp-
collecting—1 mean, prefer to ac-

uire one permanent specimen and

Iseard the others? Hugo's a fine
chnﬂ. You wouldn't find a better
nephew-in-lnw nnrwhcre,"

Does  Ottille i
* And when |
well" he sald

much?’ nodded,
“Well, thought=
fully, “thnt takes a considerable
weight off my mind, for he looks
as I he ‘'could handle her” He
turned to Hugo and Dunning and
halted tentatively a few feat awny.
“Gentlemen,” he ‘called genially
“string right along behind us, i
you wish; and you, Baron, :le.t
wou't mind joining them? r.
Lumsden and 1 have certaln mat-
ters of importance to discuss,” The
Baron swallowed hard. gave me
one swilt, malevalent look, and

a deferential bow,

1 was gratified to see that Hugo
nd Dunning automaltically formed
up on either side of him, linking
their arms in his in the friendlies
way Imaginable, and 1 was still
more plensed that the Jid man had
chosen me as his eompanion, for
I was by u long way the biggest of
the three and would therefore
make the beat shield for him when
trouhle started. And that trouble
would shortly start 1 had not the
smallest doubt

Completely Unaware

8 WE twrpned from the sun:
glare of the (font into o nar-
row  side-street, thronged with
straying merrymakers, | saw that
my friend the Arab earpet-seller
had fallen into place bétween us
and the other three, A second lnter
two usky-looking sallors emerged
from an alley and strolled on ﬁlsl
ahead of us. Dunning's reinforee-
ments were rolling up, and it was
a considerable relio!l to my mind
But the work of both advance
and rear-guard was becoming com-
plicated. for with every step we
took the crowd thickened, and at
the entrance to the main sireet
we stopped dead, brought up short
by an impassable wall of jostling.
laughing, singing humanity.

The old man made a ruetul
grimace, “I'm afraid Cuthbert was
right, at that,” he admitted. “This
Is no place for Ottilie, but now
we're here, we'd best go find her.
Which way. Baron?" he shouted
aver his shoulder, and the (At man
pointed a stubby finger. shriek-
ing

turned, with :
tmnk to where the others waited.

Virgoe Wills gripped my. arm
with one zinewy hand and his
stick- with the other. "Come on,
son!” said he. “Get & move on!"

and dragged 1
the thick of the
The orowd wa
blance of arder even 't
making for down one si

» unwillingly into
pr

ping a sem-
8 mercy-
e of the

slreet a s« mass traveled stol
idly westward, while the other half
headed equally dotern dly east
THe sailors were still ahead but
divided from us now by a solid
sen of heads, and when 1 glanced
over my shaulder all'l saw of the
carpet-seller was the top of a red
tarboosh, while of the other three

no_trace ran . There wns
nothing for it let mysell be
borne onward, k ing o sharp

loak-out tor any fa knew

It was a qucer frame of mind
that T was in, res s, Intalistie,
nitely w 1ls and yet

ng hng tl 1t eaught

wire. As we

wnd before
siddenly
rd way of
nod before
g and sid-
int-calored

another excort to show her round
the fait

TWeIL™ he sald slowly. “1 guess
ron showld know what he's
talking about. Mr. Stern, vou'll
find Citilie's made that way—sud

'n deslsions and impulsive ac
bhut she doesn't mean a mite
m. [t she wants me. though
: I'd better be ge
ng Where did vou say che was

waiting Baron? In the main

ttroal™”
- the main streel, voal™ the
At man assented with 8

wint glance at us ] take
re tight away But

s Munnlng's turn te pro

not"

"“Boe here, MrWills “ he drawled
"thore's & orash out there by now
ft's scarcely the kind of spot

HUNT ACCIDENT-
UL ELK DIES

reatire whistled
Hing erowd of
iprang a see-
ringy, with »
lored hair, and
mething short
e straight

tryving Lo
throw myself the old
man. bt ther ng hands
Erippine my  arms fing me
back | struggled walting
® wWisp
ot W {1 death
and sat e emnd
to hold sternity, something el

| haspened
1h Maxr Ralt=nrah)
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Tomorrow: Loaking far Otlilla

[
ke him that
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STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX
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Blackberry Interiude

Btrategieally Important to the south
during the Civil war was tho closing
of the Mississippl river to Union
Bonta.

Early In 1862 ateps were taken to
fortity  Vieksburg, Missdssipp), Por
more than & year Vieksburg with-
stopd mttacks of the Unlon troopw;
nattempta to skirt the town by ¢anals
were unnavalling becnuse of floods,

Ing. The Confederate loss was not
more than 500.

The result of hia Ritack convineed |
Grant that only & slége would be ef-
fectlive in taking Vicksburg. A 18-
mile Une wis thrown sround the fort
from Haines' bluff to Warrenton. not
more than 800 yards from the Con-
federate line.

Thua the matter atood for several
woeks; caxunltiea on ench side rar

from 10 to 100 every day. Hunge

A general nssault on May 22; 1863, | Began to tell on the Confederates;

hepded by Coneral CGrant, brought | thelr men wers weakening, Then the

no beneflt and only Inerensed the | Union troops were stricken by g rame=

casunlties. Union lossen totalsd 503 | pant stomach and iIntestinal  all-
dead, 2850 wounded, and 147 mimat ment,

SFlings (Colif
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N 1265 THAN
MB}£0 THE OPENING KICKD
LLOWING MONTEREY 10 SCORE
£\ RBN BACK A SECOND KICKOFE
85 YARDS

y thickest

A
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Camp docros prescribed a picniifal
dist of freah frit for the men, snd
#a blackberries were plentiful In the
reglon, the soldidra {ell to piezing and
enting them.

In many plives ths heitles grew
twn lines,
trices were des

s0 thnat both

hotwesn the
Stmange as
elared  on
Unlon and
go out and piek bBerries without
ting ahot. These Intetludes were witha
ol antagoniam or bloodahed,

On July 4, 1883, Confederate CGien-
pral Pemhberton gave Up the \’:?k.imx:g
fort and tha long siege ended,
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OfsArIOns

ploves 1n all plaoits of the Pord Motor |
compny.

Ford Is the only major automalil;
manufactiring company which  has
not slgned & contract with the Com-

mittes for Indistrial Orginization afs- |

FURU ANNUUNEE" ISR
Back before the 1007 sit-dowi
PR atrikes In the automotive industry
Homer Martin, UAW interoational

DETROIT, Oct. & — (AP)—The
United Automobile Workem rovealed
today that It was preparing to inton-

| president, sald the unlon's ultimpte
wonl was  the signitg of con ]
with ull manufacturers of motor cars, |

| aify ita eampnlgn to unionize em- | parts and aceessaries,

Attampta of the unlon to pass ous
itetuture outside the  maln Ford

plant In suburban Deardorn were re=
buffed and the eonsequent Injury
of UAW members formed, in part,
the bhnsis of wrges the UAW [iled

ngalust the company with the na-
tionial labor relations board
_— -
WINDOW GLASS—Wo aell window
glass and will roplace your broken

NEIGHBO.

THE MIDGETS, WHO ARE USUALLY EMECTED FROM
TAE FIELD WHEN THE BI6 BOYS WANT 70 PLAY, WERE
ABLE 0 FINISH THEIR 6AME THE OTHER DAY, BECAUSE LILE
STANLEY PERRY HAD SECRETLY HIDDEN THE BIG BOYS' FOOTBALL,
OF WRICH H15 BROTHER HAD CHARGE, THUS FORCING THEM 10~
COME o TERMS IN ORDER 10 BORROW -THE MIDEETS® BALL

(Copyright, 1938, by The Bell Byndicate, Inc)
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orate soldiers might |

windoss reasonably, Thowbridge Cab-
inet Works,

— "
Upn Mall ‘Tribune Want Ada.

3 MATTER POt By C M PAYNE

ch:ul_‘.D YA GET \3 ‘
ME A PaiR ofF SPECS »

LIKE UNCLE CY'S, )
oNLY RED /~‘

" OWNE S
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MUH WATER MAYBE //
I'o THINK 1T S4as < q"’i{.‘

ET»IEH wHen T b?m»() ¢

A RED LEMONADE /T2 &)
PRI L2\ Por [ |
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TAILSPIN TOMMY —The Police Arrivel

i 7 A i

ACRAPPED 1M THE
OLD HOUSE BY THE
GANGSTERS, WHOM
HE BELIEVES HAVE
KILLED HIS PAL ,
TOMMY, SKEETER,

T YOU DOM'T COME DOWM,
PEACEFUL-LIKE IN THREE

MINUTRS 'Ll SET FIRE

JO THIS HERE BUILDIMNG |

WILD WITH SRIEF
ANMD RAGE, DECIDES
TO WIPE OUT THE
SUMMEN. HE HAS
WOUNDED TwO OF
THE THUGS AMD
WHILE JERRY
GUARDS THESE,
SKEETS COMMANDS
THAT THE THIRD
b ARMED KILLER COME
DOWN THE STAIRS

L
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BEN WEBSTER'S OAREER —Revorse Action!

7 P HO! NOI MOT a
T! jl,L

THAS
COME DO/
Ars'

By HAL FORREST

S i T
COME ON, MEM! KEEP YOUR
GUNS AT THE READY! MuaT
BE A CWIL WAR S0O|NE On
1M THERE!

\

J

'y

S0 Y'GAVE EM THE [T
SUNSHINE PELLETS jm
WITHOUT THE %UH‘.’IHINE

+ PRECISELY, |

BUT THAT |SNT

OH, 80V, ALL=GET DR. KILEY
OH, BOY./ TO TELL YOU ¢

THE REST—
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10 be Bih Poings " mmes —
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YES, THE JIPPEM CHICKENS
ARE APT TO BECOME QUITE

WELL, THE PILLS
HE TOOK HAVE

ANOTHER DWARFED AND MUCH, MUCH
INGREDIENT 1 TOO TOUGH FOR THE
IN ‘EM, RUSTY~ === TABLE! |
.'I T J__‘_,J P

y
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7 1 SUPPOSE “YOU
N TOLKS  WRION WD TS
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ALL NORTRVILLE
IS WONDERIME
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0/ WELL ,1 WAS ;
DONT WONOW ) { SUTTA, THE LINES ROOM i {
SEEN YOUR BR ¥
\STEVE SNEAK N

| RCOM

WELL wWw=aT DO
C\,L' TAxE OUT OF

A

CoOMIN %

WELL GET STEVE
\ ol DOWN WERE.THERES
THAT 11 DONT UKE N\ SOMETHING FUNNY

THIS SNEAKY STUEFR. ABOUT THIS OR HE {
OUD BETTER TELLSTEVE/ WOULDNT SNEAK

TO TAKE WIS SHEIK o AROUND. TLL BRG

OTHER/ |
NTO IS




