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SQUEAKY DOOR

THE €

‘The Characlers
Archle Lumsden, myself, ois-
itor to the French Riviera
Ouiilie Wills, beautiful Ameri-
ean heiress,
René Gelss, head of o murder
conapiracy,

acy.

Yestorday: Oftille and | are
caught in Geln's houre between
Geles and Henrietta Adama on
tha one hand, and erazy Noah '
More on the other,

Chapter 38
Night Of Horror

Tm.t was one chance only
and that a thin one. I gripped
Ottilie’s wrist and drew her after
me round the angle of the stairs to
the studio door. As | did so, findin
it mereifully ajar, [ henrd Gelss's
step on the marble Aags.

I thrust her inside, slipped after
nher mysell. The footsteps passe
otr door and proceaded down the

e to the secret room; [ heard
sound of a key turning and
gi minute the elick of a ¢losing

k.

!lure by the front door was
Impossible, and I looked round
duberntelﬁ for some corner where
we could hide ourselves untll the
Inmates of the house had gone
their dark and devious ways. Even
as | hesitated, 1 heard a shuffling
tread in the hall. There wos »
:cond door on my left, which must

ad to the secret room. and now |
realized that it, also, stood ajar,
for a murmur of voices came faint.
Iy through the crack. | drew her
towards it and as 1 did so. turned
my head and saw the door we had
entered slowly move inward.

There was only one thing for it.
I eaught her by the gshoulders and
gently thfust her into the second
room, 50 that she stood flat against
the wail behind the henvy curtain,
and as I followed her and softl
closed the door behind us,
stemed to me that the situation
had reached its pinnacle of fan-
tastle horror.

I moved stealthily a fraction to
one side. where the division of the

ins showed a thin line of
ht and found that, by putting
my aye to the erack, | could get a
wery falr view of the upper end of
e: room. The housekeeper stond,
tehful and deflant looking up
lo the dais, where, behind the
maonstrous statue of the goat Geiss
was doing something that 1 could
not see.

“Come then, Henrlettal® he
called mockingly. Do you not
wish to see where | have my secret
hiding-place, now that it is too Iat~
o be of use to you?"

The woman walked slowly for-
ward, roundin e long, black
table that stood before the dais,

stood between it and the
statue, and it seemed to me that
now her watchfulness was re-
doubled, for her angular figure was
polised and tense,

“I'm not coming any .nearer,”
she said. “And 1 think I'd better
tell you, René Gelss, that there's
a revolver under this cont of mine
It you try anything, 1 know how
to use it

“A gun!" he exclaimed. *You
are a resourceful -‘voman, Hen.
riatta, but [ promise you that you
will have no ocension to use [t—

d

René Gelss, promise you that!"
as he apcﬁu!. he stooped swift.
, disappearing behind the statue,
&re was A moment's silence and
then, to my horror. [ saw the white,
monstrous _shape suddenly tilt
forward The woman beneath
screamed, ance, horribly, and tried
to l‘lnp backward; but the long,
black-draped, stone table was
elose behind her, shutting her in,
Bhe swung round, trying madly to
seramble over it, and as she did so
the thing tappled forward and fell
straight down on her, with a thun-
derous crash that almost drowned
the second drendful seream that
rang out
Locked In

l CLAPPED my Hhand over Ot-|

tilie’s mouth, and slid my other
arm round her waist, feeling her
shaking as if with o palsy

“You see, Henriotta,” said Gelns's
voice gently. "vou did not nee ' the

n" The moans eeased and |

ew that the woman was dend. He
slood thero for a moment, while |
held my breath, and then moved
swiftly his pebble.eyes turning,
animal-like, to right and left. aver

to the curtain that shrouded the| 9!

farther wall. A moment he fum:

bled hehind it, then turned back,| the
thrustine what .-||uin-:|.-|-:! to be af BT
r and] !

wad of notes into
erossed to the table

1is pocket

He picked up snm(-ltnuﬁ that |
([

loaked lke a pack of cards ked
them over with practieed fngers,
and dropped five cards, one by
one, on the velvel cushion
stoad staring at them, with a face

suddenly drawn and contorted by she rea

fenr. Suddenly he
hands over hix eyes
Heve it!" he shricked, in a voice

clapped
“1'do non be-

nis

80 hoarse that [ hardly knew it |8 Bun all vight, and Ul ke o bot

and *urning on_his heel, dashe

from the room. The next minute 1|1 50 the fing

heard n confused
studio at my back

"Tou!" came Golsa's voled i a
frenzied scream. “You would dare
to spy on me, vou drug-sodder
half-witl If 1 did not need vou to:
morrow | would kill vou now!
As it I, go—pgo at ance, before 1
change my mind!"

uproar in the
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000 men

f Ak s day

Pail la the time 16 start
REaing
drive tham
and cellars.

ate when 1

out of lelds

LOWDED MODN

(8 WAXSALTMATSH N

d | not imagine what would happen,

There was a scuffle, a half.
strangled groan close to the other
side of the door, and then silens
broken only by o small sound tha
geemed to drain the blood from
rn{ veins, leaving me cold and
shivering, for il was the spund of
a key turning in a lock.

The door behind us was locked,
and it was odds thai the other door,
through which Gelss had led, was
alsa fastened. Only too well did 1
know how Impossible it was to
break down either of those two
doors, and yet the alternative, the
long hours that must be spent in
that dreadful room, shut with
that gruesome, broken body. wait-
ing until Ht:rn or Dunning or the
police should come to free us, was
a prospect almost tooc awful to cone
template

I stood there listeriing for an-
other five minutes, for the
madman who roamed the house
learned of our presence, | dared

At last I moved. “I think we can
shift ourselves now,” | whispered.
“Our host wouldn't walt longer
than he could help, after that last
effort.”

"But, Archle,” Ottilie said, very
low, ‘*what happened? What was
that awful ery, and the erash?”

“That.” 1 answéred slowly, “was
when Gelas  killed Henrietta
Adams. She's out there now, Ot-
tille—but there's worse than that
to tece.”

"I can guess,” she said. | felt
her tremble agalnst my arm, but
her voice was amazingly steady.
"We're locked in."

“You've snid it,” | agreed with
A groan. “Stay here for a minute,
llke a good girl, and don't look
until 1 tell you.”

Swiftly, I dragged down the
heay wall ecurtoin and ecovered
the body. “You can come out now.
Ottille. But you've got to face the
fact that we're stuck in this room
until Dunning or Hugo-—or the

olice, even—think to come and

ook for us here.”

The Idol

HEN | eaught sight of the play-

Imi-nnrds Geiss had used. They
were like no cards I had ever seen
before. Queor little pictures they
were, erudely drawn, vet start.
Hingly vivid

The girl was standing at my el-
bow. “The taroe!” she said “Don't
tell me he took time to consult
them before he left! T wonder what
they told him?"

“Whatever it was, he didn't like
it,” 1 answered, with a vivid re-
collection of that frenzied ery: “1
do not belleve itl" But Ottille was
bending over the cards fMngering
them intently.

“T don't wonder he didn't like
It1" she sald under her breath
“Hern's the reading of his fortune.
Fallure, madness, death, and eter-
nal damnation, all caused by a dark
woman."

“Strange,” sald L “He was al-
wa;s scared of dark women. He
sald one would eause hiz death In
the lnang run" |

She stared at me. “Melanle was |
dark.” she sald slowly. “"Her name
means ‘the dork girl, and if we
ever get the better of Gelss, it
be lhrnth whiat the managed to

It

the wrist
“Don't toueh 11" | tald her. " It's
d|1t's the one we're look for but
nie on 1t are
prociows wo're not going to
disturb th p”

discover,

It was triue encugh, and a queer
thought at that, but as she spoke
her sister's name, | saw her lip
quiver, and | swung round search-
ing for samething to divert her
thoughts, An idol gloomed at us
from a niche on the wall. and as
my eye lighted on it. something |
suddenly elicked in my brain

“Ottilie” 1 said, “there's a con-
nection here. Gelss was busy be-
hind that curtain before he cleared
out, and he came away with money
in his hand.”

“Archie, there's something fun«
ny about that statue."

“You bet there is!" said |, and in
a couple of sirldes 1 was across the
room.

The image stood there staring
sardonically at us with its twin
faces. It was earved. as far as one
cond judge. from a solid block of
smooth black stone. and when 1
struck a mateh to examine it more
closely, there scemed no erack or
joint that eould conceal an onen.
ng

dur Ouilie

renched over my

shoulder and gripped something
that Tenked like o simplified Tudos
rose.

turning It with all ner
voand as 1 looked, | saw
go slowly swing to éne side,
ng a deepish hollow in the
of the plintt

I¥ing at
$0m tong and
ne and as 1
t for what it was, 1

ecath of reliel, for it

wie had rounded
ith a sopt of
in “What wouldn't
Mr. Huge Stern here
And as she spoke

el her hand down: into
the opening, but T egrioped her by

n

trin

And furth ore,
shie jerked her head
‘wo're leazing it ex-
t is for the police to

Ia

(@onyriaht 1930 Mas Sal

Fomorrow: OUilin disappasrs agatn.

cournge, and intellectual force was
Horace Greeley, editor and founder
of the New York Tribune.

finds  In
Qreeley confronted the slituation with
the same deflance thiat he challénged
political and sozial problamas at homs

meree demanded of the fedornl gov-
ernment a branch mint to handle
the "flood of gold" coming from the
Kansan territory. Creeley packed hie
bags and went weat to sfe for hime

| the ‘Bocp
| Workers' CIO union at Boen, Calif,
| who flgured prominently In u dls-
pute with Nevada officials over at-
tempted CIO plcketing of a highwas
nrolset.
fired at from ambush while driving

TAILSPIN TOMMY—Courage B

STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX

For turther proof addceas the suthor, loclosing s stamped envelops for reply. Reg. U. 8 Pab Off.
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EPRS MEPSURING

& 35 (NCHES FROMTIP ToTIP/
£/ ﬁc Bttty tod ¢ limbid, Tonn,)

EOWPRD GARBISCH—=
PUbced B et T
His Mor Eig INTHE ToE

i et int fo-.fg“s

‘\vll what there was to ft.
At Denver Greeley was troated roy-

ally; he was to be shown “the big-

gest gold strike In Colomdo” at Greg-

ary guleh. Geold waas thers, but tha

Greeles's Deception

A man of high ldeals poraonal

BICYCLE
Wﬂm’%&'

When In 1850 storfes of huge gold | wisa

Calorado  driftea  enat,

The &t Louls Champer o! Come-

Lefore

miners knew thorn waa
enoigh to lmpresas the easterner. So
the gentleman of the pro
urrived. quantities of rich dirt were
Tealted™ in the Gregory guleh mine

Gireeley was cold to the demonstra-
tive omation given by the mine's hesd
onglneer;
himself, He was given o shovel and —
|n pan and waa shown to the salted
inje.

11T For Tow/

—

5

Zmil in Panis France

HE VEHICLE HP% B TRPILER
i W‘L FOR “THEIR CHILD 1o

OF Hi5 KICKING SHOE ==
THEN DE,

he wanied to test

TMMoRIRL ADVICE GIVEN

not

the dirt

BY HORRCE GREELEY,

American fournalist

WHICA STARTED THE GREA
“PIKES PEDK OR BUST"

(G0LD RUSH
WpS BAeED ON Hie

oAU IBEN OVER
SALTED MINE-=GREGORY GULoH

.a-nhh_
| Greeloy was amazed as the glittsr-
Ing nuggets appeared before hia ayea.
Hn was
Back In
New York he proclnimed to the world
that Colorndo wa# rich. His enthus-
young

~/1857=

He triedd another shovelful.
| "sold" on Qregory gulch,

lastic advice was;
83 | MAN, go westl"

"Gao weat,
of his editorials started the
rado—to find a salted mine!

{ fight !n the history of boxing?

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS ™

m lo-12

PV S0ME 011 oN THE
HINGES ANYWAY

)
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1 BATHROOM, NorT
™EDDOR

60ES UPSTAIRS Wy O STARTS 40 OPEN DOOR,  WAYTS ARDUND UPSTAIRS MMDRED EMERGES AT

CAN TOFIX. BATHROOM  MILDRED CALLING FROM  HINKING ABOUT ALL  LRST. SWINGS DOOR O
DOOR WHICH WIFEFOR.  WrmhIN THAT SHE'S ME TIME HE'S WASTING  TeST I FoR SGUERK, :
SOME DAYS MRS BEEN CoM-  “TAXING A BATH DOOR SWINGING SILENF
PLAINING ABOUT SQUEAKING 1Y AND SMOOTHLY

I
Sl

-~ =
FEELS M WONIHURT 10 AT-ff MOMENT WIL-  RMISHES JOB, TESTS
FRED TRIES To GET IN- DODR, WIPES O\ OFF
HANDS AND CALS 10
KNOWING HE'S BEHIND WILFRED 11'$ AL RigHT
1o &0 IN Now

(Copyright, 1958, by The Ball Bynd

HALFWAY DOWNSTAIRS,]
HEARS WILFRED 60 INs
BATHROOM DOOR_
EMITAING A LOUD AND
HIDEOUS SGUEAK

Inc.)

Strange as It acemp, the influence
great
“Plike's peak or busi” rust which sent
thousands of gold-seekers into Colo-

Tomorrow: What was the longest

Clnlim Shot at—Missed
TRUCKEE, Onlif., Oct
L. (lwed) Adnms,

sald today he had  been

13, —(AP)— | plants hers were
prestdent of | of A slrike calléy lite vestorday at the
Tunnel, and  Copstruction | Plymouth About 2000 o

employed in hoth plants

FORTLAND, O, 13— (AP)— Molorl
traffic moved without delay
desplte n landslide on the Columbin

orn of Grief and Fury!

‘nm the Indlana Briggs Corporation
Insed todny bechitse

plant

—_——
Columhia Highway Open

today

Slght Plane Wreckage.

BERNE, Switzerinnd, Oot

todny
Itnlian-Swiss horder.
S ——
rugilist Salls,
BAN FRANCISCO, Oct.

his ear near Booa Inst night, River highway thres miles west of | Max Boar salled for Hawall abonrd
+ Bonnaeville dam near ) teek | the liner Lurline today to figh
t £ Luarld winy ight Hank
Sirike Clows Plant Roin caused tho slide ye and | Hankings
_ 4 e ¥ L ankingsn of Dirgo ¢ (

EVANSVILLE, Ind, Oct. 15.—1AP) |for a time e | lule. With Baer l.ll ‘ﬂ '.'“ l:i:‘lll'{\k
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The Plymoutn automobile tssembly | ons-way teaffle. 'n:um-,- and Mannzger Ancll Hoffman.

X 13—
Wreckage of a uurman Alrliner misa.
re|| ing since October 1 with ten Dasson-

gors nnd a crew of three, was sighted
high on n glacier near the

13— -
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By C M PAYNE
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(Rererda wlees

) HOUSE MEAR THE
L AIRPOAT, TRAIMING
i A HIGH-POWERED RIFLE, EQUIPPED
W WITH TELESCOPIC SIGHT, ON THE
N ANNOUNCER'S STAND TO WHICH
TOMMY WAS ASCENDING, WHEMN
A SHOOT PUSHED TOMMY ASIDE .

AMD WAL KED INTD THE BULLET

— : T —
! fied ) | \\\\‘y_\ ¥
“‘?HEN BEN SHOOT, Py !
VILLAINOUS RACING | o of s
PILOT, HIRED GANG - [t ZfU 3
MEN TO KILL TOMMY, Py
HE DID NOT SPECIFY
JUST HOW THE THUGS
SHOULD SLAY HiM,
AND THAT MISTAUE
3 | COST MM HIS LIFE,
] FOR THE KILLERS MAD
N PICKED OUT AM OLD

A

. (ToucHpown!
2 1]

- —

= 3253

/|

BEN WEBSTER, | CONGRATULATE

YOU ON YOUR DECISION TO

TALK! BUT | SHOULD ADD

THAT THE GOVERNMENT DEALS

RATHER RIGOROUSLY WITH
PERSONS WHO WON'T!

BUT. . WHAT
ABOUT YOU,
SKEETS 7

By HAL FORREST

il 1 THEY KILLED
MY PAL. .

AND NOW TO WE FED THEM
BUSINESS — WHAT
WERE YOUR METHODS
IN RAISING GIANT
CHICKENS, EGES
AND TURKEYS?

VITAMIN PILLS
OR SUNSHINE
RELLETS AS WE

FACT IS, THAT

BOTTLE'S FULL

OF DR. KILEY'S
PILLS—

INDEED? WELL,
'L JUST TAKE §

JUST ONE MORE

YES, SIR— HE

THING, MY BOY- LIVES IN
WHERE DOES WHIPPOORWILL
DR, KILEY LIVE? HOLLOW,

NEAR HERE? | | PROF ADIT- R

By 801 H K88

RUBN
/ N,
WHEQE DID

COME FROM |

| AND
e

WHIO 1S THAT Y, / HE QEL-;-_:v,-'i_- RED

L

-
seestd Shios D UNDER
| MYSTERIOUS PERSON ue NAME OF KA
LONDOA o WHE MY LIVE
LONDON NOW BUT

7 HoOw DID W
THAT GUY

FIND WIS WAY )
DOWN HERET

TLL_BET HESAN COONTE-O,

> ]|

N LAY

OR MAVBE
HE'S A PRINCE \
TRAVELING )

rl DONIT KNOW

WHD HE IS BUT WERE
WATCHING  HIM _ K] THE

1 SHOWAD TNk q
A FIRST-CLASS HOTEU
WOULDNT Taxe
MEANTIME, YOUD BETTER | EVE

KEEP NOUR JEWELS N/ ALONG _~out

I

SO0y W

IM THO Sicx

SE SO FULL .
\QLJQIOﬁ ™




