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The Characters
Hugo Btern, handsome author,
living on the French Riviera,
Archle Lumsden, myself, Hu-
po's friend.
Rend Gelps, head of 8 murder
sonspiracy.
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Testerday: Jean-Francols lo-
eates Haron Stahl's yacht and
pets o fob aboard it Noah More
triea to push me off a crowded
bug, but an Arab working for
Dunning saves ma,

Chapter 35
Toothpicks For Two

‘I“H‘E cafd was a vast sea of crowd-
ed tables, sel out under a
eanopy of trees. Hugo was sitting
at a table on the outer fringe.

“Well," | sald. aa | dropped Into
the vacant chair beside him, ‘T've
had a quiet dl{. but the evening

rornises to be liveller, i one ean
tdge by the advance sample 've
ust had."

For answer he kicked me sharp-
1y on the ankle, motioning im-
patiently towards a man seated
with his back to us at the next
table. 1 bit back an exclamation,
for the fellow had raised his glnss
to his lips, and I saw that the in-
dex finger of the hand that held it
was missing from the first foint.

Hugo's eyes met mine, but
neither spoke a word, and so for
a malter of twenty minutes we sat
there. exchanging the most ulira-
banal of small talk. Then, sud-
denly, things began to shift.

1 noticed. gliding through the
throng on the pavement, a
Negress, in a crisp. white cotton
dross, with a gnowy muslin turban
folded fintly about her small head.
She was a splendid-looking crea=
ture, moving with a free un-
trammeled grace, but there was
a purpose in her movements, for
a1 [ looked, she turned sharp left.
thrending  her way among the
tnbles, and with a murmured word
of npology sat down In the vacant
gent oppasite my nelghbor.

He glanced up at her without
the slightest sign of recognition.

The Nemress settled hersell at
the table, renched forward an
helped herself to one of the little
paper-wrapped toothpicks from
the china epninlner before her.

For a moment she sat there 1dly
twisting it between her fingers:
then. to my surprise, instead of
strioping oft the fimsy covering.
s‘ha atarted to thrust it Into the

osom of her dress, changed her
mind anpparently. and replaced It
fn the little china pot. It was a

Intless nction, but its very mean-
nirlossness made me suddenly on
the alert. 1 glanced at Hugo and
saw that he had notierd nothing

A waiter passed. seurrving. and

the Negress ealled him and mave |®0

him her order. At the same mo-
ment the man opuosite her threw
a couple of eoine an the table,
yawned ostentatiously and ot to

ja feat: but as hs s, he
stooped nnd in his turn. with an
abeent-minded alr, extracted a
tnmthplek  from the container
Then he turned and slowly saun-
tered away In the direction of the
harhor,

“Come an," T eald to Hugo. "T've
had snough of this™ He glanced
up sharnly, eaught the look in my
eve, and rose to his feet. "What's
the trouble?™ he whispered as he
tollowed me down the narrow
alle to the pavement.

*The trouhle™ sald 1. *is walk-
Ing fust ahead” and In hall a
doren words [ told him what had
hapnened. "It's my bet that a mes-
snge paesed from hand to hand.
suely tucked away In that tooth-
plek ™

He whistled, “What do vou pros
pose ta do"

“Cateh him In some dark spot
and take the toothplek off him.™
I anewarsd hlithely,

“That's eoming out Into the apen
with a veneeance! 1f {t eonld be
arraneed. I'd prefer something
more subtle” And even an he
snoke. Providence itself answered

him.
A Misslon

T CANNONED into a dim fAgure

in flowing white robes, which
promptiv Inid a hand on my arm

"Monsieur.” (L whispered, “von
have hiad no further trouhlet™

Tt was the Arnb earpet-sellor
and at <ioht of Kim [ gave n gaso
of roliof. “Tel! me." 1 safd. eatoh-
{ne him by the ghaulder and draw-
ine him on with us. “vou work for
Mosetour Disnning®™

"Tndead. yves!™ he murmured

“Gond enough!™ sald T *Now
Neten! Tve a fnh for vou You sere
that man ahead—In the white
shirt and trousers, who 18 10w
erotsine the sguare totwards the
fette® Yoo mist fallow him  eee
whears he gnsx, and report ta Mon-
tlenr Dunning Tell him 11 Is the
man withoiit a Aneer and ha will
understand Alsa" T hroke aff heal.
tating how ta hrasch a delleate
prhdect "“thare (s 8 xmall matter
of & tnathnlek which he enrrles In
hle eiphi-band trayear-poacoieat Te
It noesible that under pretext of
affering him a earpet. one might
nurlaln that tasthniek and eon-
vev 1t to Mangleur Dunning®™

He gave me a wwift nod and
denarted

“And where™ ald Humn patlent-
v an 1 turned Back ta him. “did

vou fAnd  that additlon e the
Lramia ot Matlnne?™

"Draw un vour stosl ta Thela's
knee™ 1 retarted henevolently

HBand T tell v ™ far T war fon)
fne falrly pleared with myes!? Rt
ar wn Arove Some and T unfalded
the tale T dstected & eortaln un
resnangivences in ity recention
yeneele  pxelting.® Ke
. "but all it establishes when
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boiled down Is the fact that Gelss
won't rest until he's done you in,
and if you fAind that a comforting
thought to sleep on. you may have
i

1 did sleep on it very comfort-
ably notwithstanding, but at six
next morning 1 woke to find Hugo
sitting oo the edge of my bed.

“I can't sleep,” he sald abruptly,
*and I therefore don't see why you
should elther. Look here, Archle,
Do you realize that this (s Satur«
day? In twenty four hours the
game starts, and we're as far as
ever from knowing how they mean
to play it 1 can't stand it, 1 tell
you!" He broke off and stood u
suddenly, as if the mere physic
movement eased his nerves. “Iths
not only Virgoe Wills, but who
knows what they may do to that
fool of a girl, if she tries any more
of her precious detective work?”

“Steady, old man,” said L “Try
to realize that there's nothlnf‘m
can do* But he shook his head
impatiently.

“If 1 don't do something, I'll go
mad. I'm off to have another shot
at finding out what Amourié is, I've

ot an Iden that I ean pick up some
nformation on the other side of
the frontier. It's just possible thal
{t may be some nlace near Rakov-
skcy's villa"

1 think it's an uncommonly
sound [dea” I mssurad him. “Do
you want me to come along?"

. “No,” he answered more ca!mdf.
“It's essential that someone should
be here in cose anything crops up.
Jean-Frangols may have stumbled
on something, or Dunning. or
even—" he hesitated—"the girl
I'll telephone at micday and hear
if there's any news, and [ suggest

that you call a conference for, say,
1 % b?,

six thirty. here. I'll be bacl

then. and we can pool every pos-
sible shred of information we
have and (rv to work out a plan.*

The Message

l’ ACCEPTED my orders the
more readlly because 1 could
think of nothing better to supigest
but when I tried to ring up Dun-
ning, [ wan tnld that he had fust
gone out: Ottilie was not to be
found either. and | had perforce to
leave a message for the hig man,
Inviting him and Miss Wills te

d | eacktalls at the chale' at six thirty.

Punning's wvast white figure
lumbered round the angle of the
terrace promptly at the time set
“Where's Ottilie?” 1 asked. as 1
helped him to a drink,

“Hasn't she come vet? She said
she'd drive hersell. for she was
taking lunch with friends in Monte
Carlo, but she surely won't be

ne.” !

“*Well® I said, "Hugo's not
here elther, so we're nol wasting
any time." But even ax [ spoke the
telephone rang within the house,
and when I sprinted to answer it
1 |:’Pﬁ'l'd Humo's voice at the other

>

"I'm here™ he sald., “and I'm
allve and well, to save you the
trouble of angulshed auestioning,
but I'm no nearer finding what
eame to seek, and I've had a dnrned
near shave af being turned into a
= warior kind of sandwich paste.”

*The deuet vou have" 1 gnsped,
and heard him chuckla

"My own fault entirely.” he ad-
mitted. “All due to asking tos
many questions fn the Tocal Inn
and nat keeping an eve skinned
when 1 drove on up the road to
Rakovsky's villn, A wvery pretty
avalanche of rock crashed down
on the track. not five vards ahead
of me. and if my brakes hadn't
heen working, It would have heen
farewell for me. As it wns. T found
I'd struck a boulder that knocked
» hole In the oil-pan_ Even tem-
porary repairs wi' take the devil
of a time. and 1t']) be nearly mid-
night before I'm on the road aeain
a0 vou'll have ta do vour confers
ring without me."

T stralled back to Dunning.

"We're resolved into o cammit-
tee of two” 1 informed hHim
"Hugn's spent the last two day:
running around afier this preciou
Amonrid ™ T added, "and what good
it will do uz when he finds 1t the
Tard may know. but [ eertainly
don't*

He looked at me addle. "T'mr
not so sure of that" he deawled
“Am 1 right In supposing that vou
encountered an Arah nn the quay
Inst night nnd gave him a fob te
do? ‘Well he did the fobh very
nicely He followed vour fingers
Inss friend out alone the fetty. Our
gentleman  naused opposite the
gond shin Rendesvonut and for a
moment it seemed he was going
aboard. The vacht was dark except
for her riding-lights. and the rops
wan acrnst her ganmwav, hut ha
gave a hafl and oresently p head
hahled up "Mastor aboard?” save
ke ar words (o that afTest. bt tha
head shank fteelf Ok well’ saye
he ‘I he wanta ki npws he must
eroxe the border for ft. T can't
walt

“My henchman tralled him tntha
place by the town hall where the
ears are parked. and he saw his
man halt by o hle lmnoueine Ha
ppttered 1in and ‘Nice earpet, aar®
mys he ‘Go 1o Hadee anid the
ather. hut air Arab hune anta his

arm, pleading with him, and all
the time. nunder eover of the ear-
pete his oth wand war buse In
the fallnw's nockate Next minute
We reeelved o wallanlarad kiek bt
be that tme ho'd oot what he wean
after. and hore 1t 12" And with
that he thxsed n emnl) reather bat
tered auill on the tahle

1 oleked 1 and dlngesly wlith
Arew the srumnled twist of papor
that It eontalned. but as 1 snread
ft out and stared at the singls
word ratirhiv brinted unan it ones
agnin T 081 dhat ald, honelpes &lnk=
ineg aof the hanrt *'TAm uris'®
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STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX

For further proof address the suthor, inclosing & stamped envelope for reply. Reg U. 8, Pat O |,
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T. B, 8 e Kalb

Btrange an it seems on the strength
of a pounding crankshaft sawed
four-fifths through by German sa-
hotageurs himng the fate of thous-
ands of American soldiers who crosasd
the Atlantie on the U, 8. 8 De Kalb
during the Waorld War.

Formerly the North German Lloyd
lner, “Prince Eital Prederich,” built
in 1004, 15000 gross tona the De
Kalb was one of 130 German ships
intermed In the United States at
the outhreak of the war with Cer-
mANY.

The skeleton crewn aboard these
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Allied World War Tramsport
MBDE 11 TRIPS To FRANCE
CARRYING PMERICAN 2OLDIERS
AFTER HER CRANKSHAFT
HRD BEEN CUT
BY GERMAN E
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LNTIL. AFTER THE WAR 1ee
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HRARRY, JAMES, GEORGE, DAVID, BND ALLAN HAOAWA
Bowl ToGETHER INTHE WesT ToRONTD ((anads,
FIVE PIN BOwWLING LERAGUE e

Ahips  attemptad to put them out
of eommislon so that they would
ba renderod’ unfit for transport ser-
vier—at least untll Germany had
time to galn an advantage in the
confliet.

The United Siptes Navy Depart-
ment econsequently found isal! with
the task of ropairing smashed eylin-
der heads, acored bearings and other
mechanical  defects rosulting from
the sabolnge.

dtrange aa it scems. A compleie
going over of the Dw EKaldb refused
to disclose anything wrong with her,
a0 she was placed Info transport
mervice and made 11 successiul cross-

Ings to Fmnee, carrying theusands
of "doughboys” to the Big War.

Confident that all was well, men
and officers alike were bilsefully un-
awnrs that the pounding vibrating
erankshaft that drove them through
the ocenn waters wna rendy to shear
off at any moment,

Mot until the ond of the War was
the damage discoverdd—the Germans
had craftily sawed four-fifths of the
way through the shaft and filled the
cut with grease to hide Il

Tomoivow: Why did Emperor Ti-
berius wear a lhurel wreath in A
thunderstorm?

ronds, contended il wnges were*nd-
vanced in 1020 becihuse of lirge in-
orenses in the coat of lving alter
1018. Fort also challenged comparl-
pons of WAge Avernges 1B years ago
with thoss of toxiny because “they
were computed In a different man-
ner,'”

Earller, Goorge M. Harrison, speak-
Ing for & group of mallrond brother-
hoods, contended the workres had
public opinion behind them in their
opposition to the wage cut.

H. A, Enochs, Inat of the manage-

| ment wiincsses, told the board ear- |
riers were willing to ‘be bound by |

arbitration under the federal rall-
rond mediation act to settls the dis-
pute; but the brotherhooda declined;
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Held For Auto Theft

BALEM, Oct, 10—(AP)—Thred men
| charged with grand Iarceny In con-
| nection with the theft, riddling with
| bullets, burning and sinking In the
|Wll:amrtt# river of an sutomobdle,
were held here today.

Nelson Giels Time

COQUILLE, O¢t. I0.—{APi—Hsnry
Stanley. Nelson, Portland salesman
sentonced to nine years in prison for
mansinughter, was granted 30 doys
in which to petition for & now trial
yesterday when hia attorney, George
Mowry, npprared before Clreult Judge
J. T. Brand.
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WINDOW Orass—We soll window
slazs angd w11l replace your wroken
winduws fiasonably Trowbridge Cab-

inet Works

NO USE 8y GLUYAS WILLIAMS B

Wrfd COMPANY COMING  FINISHES DRESSING, AND  FINDS TWAT IN PUTHING  WASHES HANDS AGAM,

FOR DINNER, WASHES PICKS HIS FOUNTAIN PEN  HE CAP ON, HE GOT INK  REMEMBERING WITH
HIS HANDS WITHOUT  UPOFF DESK ANDPUTS IT  ON FHS FINGERS DISMAY HEEans 101D
BEING TOLD H POCKET 10 SHINE RIS $HOES

TRIES T0 SHINE THEM  SI6NS AND WASHES  G6DES DOWNSTAIRS AND A RRIVES
ggmouf BETAING SHOE  HANDS AGAIN 15 ASKED 10 FB(CH SOIEF M%%?E? \m‘g#m Al
th;-ssn OHN HANDS, WOOD FROM THE CELLRR IBLY 1D 60 WASH HIS

FOR HE FIREPLRCE HANDS, SHE'S ASHAMED],

OF HIM. 60ES UF, 516H~
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LooK!
YA OUGHTA
ALWAYS SAVE Ta
HoLes IN TH A
DoveHNuUTS !

(Copyright, 1838, by The Bell Byndicste, Inc)
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TAILSPIN TOMMY—And Tommy's Life Hangs in the Balance!
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BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER—"'He'll 8pill Everything!"

F e o LU i
AND NOW, FOLKS,
HERES TAILSPIN

7.TO GET TH' SLu
PLL SEMD "M M
JUST A SEconD!

WE'VE

OF THE SUNSHINE | HAPPEN TO BE
PELLETS, DR, KILEY- | THE VITAMIN PILLS.
WE DON'T NEED BEN, BUT THEY

ANY MORE NOW-/| MAY COME IN

60T PLENTY | THESE DON'T

MEANTIME, AS BEN AND DR. KILEY SPED
TO THE FARM, ANOTHER SCENE WAS
TRANSPIRING IN THE OFFICE OF JUNIUS

JIPPEM!

WELL, STOOKER, YOU DON'T
SEEM TO HAVE HAD MUCH
SUCCESS IN GETTING THE
WEBSTER KID'S SECRET-

HE'S AFRAID OF BOING TO JAIL-
ML GO BACK TOMNIGHT WITH A
COUPLE OF THE BOYS AND TURN
ON THE HEAT—AND | JUST
KNOW HE'LL SPILL EVERYTHING!

THE LITTLE SQUIRT
STOOD HIS GROUND,
JUNIUS, BUT | KNOW

| Ll
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HELLO, SYLLY, | SEE J T WONT DO NOU NO 171 can roReNE PEOPLE AND A
YOURE MICKETING THE [/ GOCD - STEVE LIKES 'EM FOR THEIR LOWLY BIRTH IF } D onE, P
HOTEL AGAIM _ IS IT STEVE [ sAT_. DID YOU SEE THAT THEY ACQUIRE CULTURE BUT A~ Do :
NEBEB VOURE AFTER | WDOW HE SOT STUCK ONT )/ YOULL NEVER BE AANTHING/S 25
1 TS TIME T k:i-::\\' AS FATTER'NS E ,, \BUT A CoOo= _ E
srrahe M8 By The Sefl Brndiass h-rf.-
(Trade Mk B © 8 Pui Offie) .




