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THE CLOWDED MOBN

By MAX SALTMARS H FRESna

The Characters

Archle Lumiden, myself, vis-
{tar to the French Riviera.

René Geles, master mind be-
hind a murder plot.

Venner, one of Geles's confed-
erales, who objected to killing
me,

Yeaterday: The hotel servant
eotnes out of Venner's room with
bioody hands,

. Chapter 31
Cirenmstantial Evidence

HE door was locked. I sent

Amédée for the key to the room
next door, unlocked it, and en-
tered Venner's room from the bal-
cony. The bed Iy directly before
me, and a tumbled heap of blank-
ets upon it showed me that for once
Mr. Venner had overslept. But as
I took a step forward, something
brought me up with a Jerk, and
wave after wave of cold terror
swep' over me,

It was & human lo% With one
stride I was beside the bed and had
drngnd aside theshrouding blank-
els. Blood was everywhere,

My nerve cracked. | made one
bolt for the door, tore it open,
wrestled with the lock of the anle.
room; and fiung throug! into the

spoke cheerfully enough, 1 was
conselous of a distine! uneasiness
in the pit of the stomach,

My chief desire at the moment
was to get some clothes on, for 1
was still sketchily attired in bath.
ing shorts and a damp towel, but
1 had a feeling that the farther 1
kept away from my room until ths
arrival of the police, the better, so
{or the next hall-hour [ kicked my
heels in Amédéa's little Enn'lry.
until, with a grinding of brakes,
two big cars pulled up on the
gravel sweep outside.

They came pouring into the hall,
the commisgaire in the lead and &
stout, cheerful-looking man at his
heels to whom he seemed to pay a
certain deference. Following them
eame the doctor, and after him 8
horde of men in uniform, men in
plain elothes, men with cameras,
men with attaché-cases,

The commissaire bowed form-
ally to me, but it was to Amédée
he turned.

“The key of the room?" he de-
manded, and when the big fellow
handed it over: "You, my friend,
will accompany us upstairs, but

ou, on the other hand, Monsieur

umaden, will remain here until 1
send for vou”

Afler about hal? an hour I saw
a uniformed gendarme coming
down the stalrs, and when he
beckoned me to follow him back
to the first floor, " obeyed with as
good a grace as I eoul
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IN RUMMABING AROUND FOR AN EXTRA CHAIR. ON THE
DAY OF THE FALL TER PARTY AT THE COMMUNITY CLUB,
THE COMMITTEE CAME UPON -THE BROWN BAG
IN WHICH THEY HAD SEEN FRED PERLEY STUFF THE
NOTICES -THE DAY HE HAD PROMISED 1o MAIL THEM

The windows of the bedroom
were flung wide. The blanket: had
bean decently drawn over the hud-
dled shape on the bed, but as |
pushed my way through the crowd
of men who seemed to fll the
room, | saw something black

corridor, sending the tray crashing
from Amédée’s hands.

“What Is It monsieur?”
gasped.

he

F

“It'c death,” I sald soberly. “Lis-
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pocketed the key, I drew him into
my room and gave him a pull from

ﬂ'l.?r Ak,

hen 1 propelled him gently
from the room, but as I turned to
follow him, something caught my
eye, and halted me sharply in my
tracks. My room was small and
bare; apart from the bed, a dresser,
and a couple of chairs, the only
furnishing was the somewhat lurid
floral decoration of the walls, but
now, as I took a step towards the
door, my eye lighted on a pecu-
larly gaudy rose, half-hidden b

the wooden head-hoard of the bed.
Stralght across it showed a lon

scratch of white, and as [ looke

more closely 1 saw the narrow
sliver of torn paper hanging from
it, It was n fresh scratch, and it
seemed to me that it hind been
made by shifting the bed from ita
accustomed position,

I gave tha bed an experimental
shove, and something heavy fell
with a muffled thud on the pol
Ished boards. In a flazh | was on
my knees beside the bed, and next
Instant I held it in my hands—n
foot-long roll of brown anor that
held something heavy. 1 unrolled
it carefully and found myself
staring at a formidable-lookin
wrench, whose end was elogge
with dried blood.

laid the grisly thing on the
floor, still in its paper wrapping,
sprang to the door, and shut and
locked It; then | sat down on the
edge of the bed and took my hoead

ween my hands. Here was
Gelss's final effort, the murder that
I should. as he had tald the jupe
d'instruction, incvitably eommit.
Here was the damning evidence
that would, If it hadn't been for

whoen [ lifted his head I saw that,
though he had a nasty erack over
ont ecye, he was otherwise un-
touched.

"Great Scott!" 1 sald wrathfully,
"T'his poor brute is still alive, and
you leave him lving there! Amé-
dés, :}el a man to help vou car
him down to the kitchen and tell
the women to look after him."

The commissaire signed to me
to be seated, and in the same ges-
ture Indicated the stout man who
had entered with him and was
now sitting on his right “This is
Monsieur Fleuriot, head of the
police mobile of Marseille." he ex-

lalned “All we with from you at
he moment, Monsiour Lumsden,
is to tell us your story nnd to allow

us to take you finperprints.”
YSurely," sald 4 and in as few
words as I eould, ¥ told him what

had happensd from the time | had
retumed from my swim,

He nodded. *That will do,” he
sald indifferently, and added, with
a cortain emphasis: “{or the pres-
ent." And so, after | had read
through my stalement and signed
it and allowed my fingers to be
pressed on a black, olly pad and
several sheets of paper, | made my
way once more down the stairs,

It wan more than an Hour belore
I wns sent for again, and as | fol-
lowed the gendarme up the stairs
for the second time. | reflected that
I must watch my step and keep a
eurb on my tongue if 1 didn’t want
to ‘and mysel! deener in the mo-
rass

My room door was open as |
passed it and a hasty glance in-
side showed me the bedelothes
tumbled untidily on the floor and
tha content o* my sultcase strewn
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First Rest Saoller.

George Santayans, Mndrid - born
professor of phllosophy a4t Harvard,
eame. to the United Siates at the
age of nine. Educnted st Harvard,
he iater returned theére to teach

Santayann won quite & reputation
as'a verse and sonnet writer, but pot
until 1835-38, st the age of 73, did
he attempt A novel Called ::The
Last Puritan,” it achirved immedis
| Ato success And wia A best-ssller for
the 1036 masopn.

Tostorra:  How much of Loulsl-
ana did the Lonlslang Purehase add
Yo the U, 89

OAXTY A sldbe
“achiool
She w

On the slate will' he
rone-=piease by onre-
sinnd at thoss corpers
where childten cross the strecta whep
they go. to achool, Tt In n devicn of
the 20-30 club to prevent mecidents
The little pirl Is 44 tnches tall, pu
made of wood, nct flesh and blood

e
Freak Birds to Be Exhibited

[RAFFIG WARNING |

BALEM. Ot 5.~ AP} TOROGNTO (UP}—Cne of the frealk
stand at Balem mygeel i|of the bird warld, & family of smus
In school pones, The |ittle isto be exhibited at ne  comisg |
ba quite mod k Canudinn Natlonal o here

for she will

The #min reveras rint wheh nest-

| e Instend of the
hntheing the ssgs. the male doess it
Nine bBaby emus andtheir pateriul
koeper are to b hroughit here from
Austrlin for exhibition.

mother bird

More Allens 'r?rn Cunaia
OTTAWA, Ont, (UP)—Mdre than

| 8,000 people frem almicst overy cotine

try In the world entered Covindn as
Immigmnts  during the first aix
1958, a repart lssuesd by

monthis of
the it

| s d. Or
I during the tirst hatt of 1937,

here
6807 allens entered

TAILSPIN TOMMY—But Jerry Doesn’t Know-There's Another Oge!

4 TACK ou"‘fl‘li

+Hits Ya 1IN THa
FACE W FIE?

WLk “Yum
WIANT A  HNow +ow
AHE ~ PSP
Lave+-7

cHAMR ouT
FRoMm UNDER

O]
Copyright, 1458, by The Ball Syndiexts, Tne )

By HAL FORREST
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them empty. | fung wide the
doors of the hanging cupbonard and
found nothing The bed was
quickly examined, but it was
equally unproductive, and there

sall. [OVer the uncoversd mattress, but
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“Monsleur Lumsden,” he sald, \
and tapped n closely writton sheet |
of papar on the table before him,
“I have here vour account ol your
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