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The Characters
Hugo Stern, handsome author,
living on the French Riviera,
Archie Lumsden, myself, Hu-
go's friend.
Ottitlle Wills, beautiful Ameri-
enn heireas,

Yesterday: Venner warns me
that I'm in danger and must
leave France, When | refuze he
kar o heart atinck. Later | spota
hotel servant ax one of Geina's
kitlers,

Chapter 30
Murder At Night

UGO, Dunning and Ada were

walting for me in the court-
yard of the chalet. All three of
them wore an air of anxious ex-
peetancy, and as I sank gratefully
into a chalr Dunning said: “Tt has
oecurred to me that, If we don't
succeed in avertlng the trouble,
Ottilie and Mr Wills would be
mighty glad of some qulet place to
retire to, until the fuss blows over;
or evan—" he hesitated— “in »a
certnin eventuality Ottille might
come alone; and Miss Ada has
kindly sald she'll be prepared for
them nt any hour of the day and
nlihl.“

{ls words were like cold water
on my epirits. Until then, | don't
think | had seriously envisaged
the noﬂslhillly of l’ailure’ but now
as I saw how gravely he viewe
our chances, l;ﬂ-ncw for the Arst
time what fear was.

“Look here, Dunning” 1 sald
“lan't it about time thet we did
what any ordinary person would
have done in the first place and
went to the police with what Infor-
mation we have?"

He sucked rel'llenﬂvnly at his bf
clgar. "And just what," he ask
mildly, “enn we offer ﬂmrn.ln the
way of concrete facts?"

I was silent for 8 moment and
the more I thought, the more fully
did I realize that there was noth-
ing, literally nothing, that we
oould produce as documented fact.
I'suppose that my chagrin showed
an my face, for the big man leaned
forward hdavily and patted my
shoulder,

"Son," suid he, *don't you think
I've been worrying over that dif-
ficllly since the first minute 1 got
here? Mr Wills is being guarded,
as well as the local police know
how, against the average accidents
that could befall an American citi-
zen in a foreign country. But if we
ask them to keep an eye on Geiss
or Stahl or Venner, we can Rive

roof of what we believe.”

e dropped back, like & man
suddenly tired, and drained his
gloss, and as l!ugo refilled i1, he
turned to me again. “There's an-
other point that is doubtless in
your mind—why we haven't In!d
Mr, Wills himself of nls niece's
death, and the rest of the game
thnt's Lmng on. Well, that's a ques-
tion that's given me a lot more
sleepless nights, but I've the same
answer for both queries. You've
heard what Ottilie says of her
unelo; you ean guess the kind of
man he I8, and [ tell you this. If
once he knew what had happened
to Melanie, he wouldn't rest uaiil
he had found her murderer, He'd
remove any chance we have of
helpin him and he wouldn't save

h:nmol

s:;ihcd “You're damnably
ﬁght said. “If 1 could only get
my hands round Gelss's neck.”

Dunning nodded grimly. “And
I don’t mind ndmitllnf( that a quiet
bit of assaseination is a solution
that has often presented itsell to
me, though it's not so eaxy a» it
sounds, but meantime what we
want is the major evidence."

“And that ls?"

"The gun,” sald he, “The second
gun—the gun that killed poor Pat,
If that could be found—on his
premizes—I'd have a good enough
cane to go to Paris with, Of course
iW's possible he's diapmrl‘l of it
long ago, but there's a factor in
our favor—the man's eolossnl
vanity, I firmly belleve he doesn't
oredit there's a single living thing
with the brains to see through him
and on that assumption there's
Juzst a chanee he's still got the gun.”

Rakovsky

IIF‘HP fell n heavy silence that
Hugo finally broke. “And to
think,” said he, "thal we were in
that damned villa this alternoon!
we'd only tied up the fellow and
:nrc‘mi the place!™
“And got Into a nasty bit of
trouble f you'd found nn:hinE

commenced the Amerlean
no, Mr, Stern, we'll never win t‘HI
on those o ods. Son" — he

turned to me—"1 am anxious to
hear your news, but first 'l re
capitulate what I've been telling
Miss Ada and her brother here
That was a useful nir of obsorva-
tioh of ird, when vou slg
that singularly unpleasant
Miss Adams, going off for her joy-
Fide. Mr. Stern pased on the In-
telligence to me, and | set my men
on the trail of the car. It belongs,

ind 1 don't fancy vou'll be sur-
prised hear it to a gentluman
named adimir Rakovs

inhabits & amall villa in & hamlet
named San Lorenzo From now
on It will be my pleasure and
privilege 16 see that he does not

tir a foot outside it without 1
know where he's heading™

1 whistle rd, “Then it was he 1
saw with her?™ sajd 1, with a sud

den and not too plensant recollec-
tion of ‘ru- |"|Ie f:u ° nn:i prominent

w of the ear
y." agreed ‘dr l)um' ng
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y | cuze,” he sald, fun

navcly‘ “And that means to say
we have all' the chie! conspirators
located, but if we had all their
thoughu and plans similarly taped,
1 must confess I'd feel a lot easier
And now,” said he, *
end of the tale?"

I told him, and 1 dnn: think a
pin could have dropped unnoticed
while | was speaking,

*You don't imagine,” gaid Hugo,
“that with this new development
in the way of chaszenrs in the ho-
tel, 1 shall let you go back there
for the night?"

“] imagine nothing.™ 1 told him,
“But [ certainly know [I'd be a
fool inot to spend another night
there and see wht this new de-
velopment means. Only, i vou
like, you ecan do something for
me. Mect Jean-Frangois down the
lane and tell him from me 10 keep
an eye skinned for the arrival of
that yacht.”

He agreod with exireme reloc-
tanece, and after supper, at a little
before ten, I strolled back to the
hotel. | had purposely timed my
arrival to get in hefore the place
closed, but though my watch still
showed five minutes to the haur,
the blg gates were cloted when 1
repched them.

I turned the key In a lock that
felt freshly olled, entered the
darkened house, and’ tiptoed m
way upstairs, Everything was still;
I could almost hear the house
bronlhmg in its sloep,

opened my room, switehed an
lhe 1 ght. and made a hasty in-
lpeclmn but everything seemed
lo be in order. Even the lock of
the door still worked, a fact that
surprised me mildly, for ever since
I had ldentified the new chasseur,
I had had & vague suspicion that
things were going to move thal
night
fastened the door, wedged a
chair under the handle, and clpsed
the stout outer shutters of the wine
dows; then, with the eomfortable
feeling that IL'1 was to wake up in
paradise it wonldn't be for want
of taking precautions, | went lo
bed.

Rt the long hours wore on and
I slept and waoke and slept again
until suddenly, somewhere before
the dawn, 1 wolke with a start.
What had aroused me 1 ecouldnt
tell 1 was panting as if | had

‘what’s your

dropped out of a race, and in my
enrs [ stlll geomed to hear the
echo of n mulMed ery
CREPT to the door, llstened in-
tently, and then, with immense
recsution, turned the key in the
I snw that the passage oltside was
filled with the gray half-light of
dawn, but it was completely emp-
with a stealthy quiet thnt
made & pulse'leap in my throat, a
door began to open.

Dripping Hed
ock. As I opened the doar siiently,
1! and then, a little way to the
right
Inch by ineh It moved and 1

stood ' watehing it. holding my
breath, 1 could not think what
room it was, fi reat of the
corridor Leyont In he |:lhu.
and I could not count the doors

but this door was clearly lit, and

ns I watched something appeared
round the edge, pushing it wider
—~—domething that sent & cold
shiver of horror sluicing down
my spine. It was the fingers of a
man's hand, heavy knuckled,
white-skinned, but they wers not
all white, for the nails dripped red
on the marble lags below.

In one swift stride | was back
inside my own room with the
door shut and locked and my ear
to the erack. For 8 moment all was
still, and then | heard & small
ominous sound that | knew to be
the broken tile in the possage out-
side, giving under a stealthy tread

There was no more sleep for me
that night. Something horrible had
happened but | dared not try to
discover the truth, for my u\\'n
life, and Hugo's and Dunning
were all that stood belweon ! c
old man Virgoe Wills and a simi
Iar fate

Just asr my wateh  showed
seven, I heard fs-n'=‘w- outs
and, peering cautiously sound the
window, saw the hous :'lulriu ]
cerossing the gravel sweep with
long. nervous strides tawards the
gate A mintite et a thin Agure
in dark trois n lonse while
Jacket followed after | | recog-
nited the mop of w . taw-

eolored hair and shude in-
voluntarily. It seemed a reason-
able hour to make appenrance,
but before star 1¥ investiga-
tiong 1 hnd an uneantrollable long:
Ing to take & header into the soa

#0 1 pulled on my bathing-trunks.
fung a towel round my neck, and
ran down, through a deserted
house and garden, 1o the white
boach and the sparkling water
After a worgeous half hour of
swimming, floating, and lazing 1
made my way back. The hall and
lounge were still I|~w—'¢ni hur
I eanie up Lt
1 saw at t}
Venner's door

far rr‘l

the

lte, armed

with a breakfast
He turned aa hie b
showing a troubled face
jour monsie ’4" 1
then e
floor and L
towards me

ard my stap,
“Bon

at his apron

hesitat
alarmed,
minutes 1 h
door of the p-.-.n.

no reply.”
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Monday: A gruesome sight
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| responsibility I1s his nelghbor's need”

Ir empasizing the Importance of
charpcter-bullding activities, carrind
forwand under the Compiunity Chast

program. Dr. Baxter cltad the {fnét
that #1320 por capita Is the ennual
ccst of crime, much of which might
be avoided 1f organieations for the
|bul|.<‘ Ing of character in youth were
| given more enthusiastic support,

The speaker clossd his  excellont
addresn with a plea for while-hearted
support on the part of cheat work-
era and the general publie.

Todsy'n meeting. A&t which

IR, BAXTER TALKS
0 CHEST LUNCH

*The moasure of every elllzen’

wis the message hrought to Medford

M

ter stressed the value of the cheat | gmerjos, who was pressntat todny's

1 { rupport the candidacy of Rufus Hol-

by Dr. Bruce Baxter, president - ; i |

of Willamette university, who ad- |LF"n Previded. was sponsared by 1a-

dressed A Community Chest Juneh. ;I’;m”"[’: ""_'}' ‘l and 'r:l-t “"‘]‘:"‘1'

| el 1 " mun 1est  committise

con At the Hotel Medford Monday. | e etk tea e Sl
In his ihapiring addross. Dr. 8ax- | yatlopnl  Councll, Boy Beouts of |

TOWNSEND CLUBS
BALK AT HOLMAN

PORTLAND, Oct. 4—F—Adlsclo-
sure that four Townsand pension

x| plan clubs have jost their charters

through refusal to accept the Inatrue-
tion of Dr. Frapcis E. Tosmsend to

man Republican nomines for U, 5.
senator. was made todny by etate
headqunarters of the pensioners.

plan of organired reltef and char- | |ynoheon, extended the grestings ,,fl Laura Ball, of state Townsend of-
acter bullding sctivitlea over “'hit or his organization and  wished N!“l fleed, mntd the cluba wers two in
mis” meathods, The distinguished ade- | Portinnd, ons at I dmont and »

Cammnuity Chest and citteens of this
ueator Intidod the recard of the local
Community Chest In  whigh #2300
peoplo  participated Inst Year. Clove
emmant rellef onnnot moot all  re-
lef needs, he polnted oul, and re-
lef agencles affllinted with the cheat
hore must have financial support

palgn,

— e e — - —
WINDOW GLABS—We sell aindow
alnss and will ropince your oroken
windows fLusonably Trowbridge Cab-

I inet Worka

elty wiceoss in the 1038-1030 cam- | TOUFLH At Deer Ialanu,

She did not

nea for U. B. senator” and thereby
did npot obey the by-laws begauss
they discussed politics. She sald; “Dr.
Townsend decided Mr, Holman should
be the Townsend candidate.”

——— e —

Home Loan Closures
Costing $100,000 Day

PLAN EARLY END
OF SPANISH WAR

A48y to Improve propertles It has ac- | today, may be the next goal of the
quirad through foreclosure

Charles A. Jones, general manager
of the HO.LC, reported today that
August expenditures of 83800000
marked & new high for repalr and

reconditioning.

mpproximately 8100000 l[

German orisis.

In responathle quarters thers was
soma oxpectation that the pownrs—
Engiand, Germany, France and [taly
—wou.d seek to impose a peace In
Sprin In somrwhat the samn man-

B
Use Mall Tribune Want Ads

quartet of European powers which|
worked out a sslution far the Crech- |

ner that they atctated terma %8
Czackoslovakin.

Informed perrons heru feel  thaw
Premler Mussalinl may initiate the
mote for & settloment. Already thers
jiave been roports that he intends
to withdraw his troops It is Belleved
|'.:-.M he possibly desires to end the
mecaLBe It continuance preventa
his arcord with fireat Britain, reachs

WASHINGTON, Oct. 4—(F—The WASHINGTON, Oct. 4—{AP)—An| ag ‘put apring, from going Into ef-
Home Owners' Loan oorporation I iomi to Bpain's bloody elvil  war | g
apending usually well-informed persons maid | e

—

Swopt to Sea
NEWPORT., Oct. 4&—(AP)—5w%wsph
from a rock in Depoe bay whils fish-
ing with his wife and three othera,
Chan Esstham, 25, Portland, was
| drewnesd Saturday. Two companions
Ic]ese to him sald his body was swepd
inta the sea so suddenly they hed
| in chaner to aid him.

include the St, Helena eclub, which
announced that It had surrenderod
ith chartar on a aimilar lssue.

The Townsend official sald the
clubs she named "voted to support
Willia Mahoney, the Democratic nomi-
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MORNING BEDFELLOW

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS
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15 ALLOWED 1o 8ET INTO BED W1TH FATHER ON (ON-
DITION HE DOESNIT TALK BECAUSE FATHER
| WANTS 10 SNOOZE

~

| (4@

SIT5 UP AND PEERS AT FATHER WHD, WHAT WiTid
THE BREATHING IN HIS EAR AND ALL, STIRS UNEASILY

[N [

THRUSTS FEET UP IN AIR To MAXE ATENT OF BED -
CLOTHES, UNCOVERING FRTHER'S FEET

TUCKS WIMSELF

WAKE, AND LIE

WALKS BACH ALONG BED, MISSES HIS FOOTING
AND 5175 DOWN SUDDENLY ON FATHER'S STOMALK

(Copyright, 1838, by The Bell Byndicate, Inc )

BEGINNING 1o DROWSE OFF

EXPLAING HE ONLY WANTED 0 SEE JF HE WAS A~

r“\'ﬁ

sws HE'S SORRY, ARD STARTS TUCKING HIM UP
AGPH, TICKLING FATHER! S FEET IN 50 DOING

h

WONDERS WHY FATHER DECIDED 50 ABRUPTLY
TART 1T 1S TiME 10 GET UP

GLUIYAS
Wla LLprst

I AND 1IES QUIETLY, FATHER.

4 GENTLY JIGBLING THE BED

N
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'8y HAL FORREST

= = I} s
WH[LE TOMMY IS

POURING THE REVS ANMOUNCER'S
INTO THE MERCURY I TUME IM

GET THAT GuUM rumeocm ™'
STAND _WHILE
TH' mnlo

AND HOLDING HIS
LEAD OVER THE
COMET, AS BOTH
PLANES FLASH
THROUSH THE AlR
ON THE FINMAL
LAR OF THE BIG
AR RACE , LETS
FOLLOW THE TWO
MEN, WHOM JERRY
TRAILED FROM
THE AIRFORT, TO
AM EMPTY HOUSE
NEARBY . . .

Liferyhs, W b Dy N Ayl

BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER—He's Offl

HE'S 6ONE! GOSH,
BRIARSIE, WE'RE N
FOR |T SURE ENOUGH!
THEY'LL ARREST ME

THERE'S HIS CAR
STARTING UP NOW!
GEE, | FORGOT ALL

THE NEBBS—The Self-Made Junior

L rarse

Uil

SKEETER, |
TRAILED TH'
MAN W HO
GAVE ME
THAT HNOTE
FOR TAILSDmI

YOU , UK
A .
WHERE'D
HE GO

r-‘.‘»"kJL;E STEVE GOT “THATY
' LETTER AND 15 HIDING 1 Hore \
PLACES AND LEANING )\ NOT
( AGAINST POSTS A“ET.'?\'.‘_M\‘_.D\] o
IT, \'T LOOKS LIkKE WE ) <
K AND NELLIE MIGHT GET =

By SOL HESS
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S T, O OITM NOT WAITING FOR SOMEBCDY \
f CC\ET:\E Y HES eOT A LOT CF ‘*’GP\C."’ ST DE FOR JUNIDR TO GET r-ﬂQ\.‘,l‘:‘_y_‘\_

L :(-:“‘E “L 1...-. OIDNT HE PICK UP MY [ LET =UM MAXE T »-l..bw‘.sg—:u: UWIHETHER
e LTl MORTGAGE AND HAND IT || iTis FOLLOWING A PLOW OR J
RS PR ME EREE FOR NOTHING ? |F LGLESSNG \,L-m* KIND o= MEDICINE

— | UE STAYS SIGLE JUNIOR : NE A PATIENT
5 A\WILL BE HIS ONLY
{ HEIR .
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