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THE CLOWDED MOON

The Characters

Hugo Stern, handsome author,
living on the French Riviera.

Archis Lumsden, myself, his
friend.

René Gelss, maater mind be-
hind & murder plat,

Otillle Wills, American helress,

. Yesterday: Incensed at the al-
tempt on my life, Venner sum-
mona Stahl | equvesdrop.

Chapter 28
Determined Young Woman

“IT°8 the principle of the thing,"”

Venner was saying shrilly, “1
1id my part—I put up the original
sapital, and Geiss and the lot of
rou agreed that | wasn't to be
roubled further. What do | care
it a fow lnrcifncra die suddeniy?
['ve never met them, I don't know
them, But here, without consult-
ing me, you arrange to murder a
harmless lad under my very nose!
['s & wonder to me it wasn't the
death of me, and as it is I'm feel-
Ing very far from well—"

“For that 1 am so sorryl” sald
Stahl, the hint of a sneer In his
volce. "But to eall the young man
harmless — no, that is stupidity.
Why do you think he came here, lo

hotel, it not to spy on you?
En, no, Monsieur Venner, he is not
armtmtl‘ And for ul-x_adrm of thl!
prgument, you supplied our capi-
hf itis true, but Fthink you have
been well repald. A hundred per
eent on tha first outlay, and how
much more since?"

“That's all right!” answered the
old man tesli!ﬁ. “‘I'm not com-
plaining, but this lad's no spy. He's
8 nice lnd, and I like him. His
death isn't going to bring us in any

ofit, and I'm not standing for it.

'ou hear what 1 say, Stahl, and
Jou & back and tell the same
ing to Gelss."

“And tell this to Monsieur Gelss,
and that to Monsieur Geiss!" re-
forted the Baron, and this time the
sneer in his voice was very
markead. “And why, pray, can you
not send for Monsjeur Geiss him-
self to glve him your ordera? It
|s because you are afraid of him—
because you do not carc to face
him. But now I will tell you some-
thing, Monsicur Martinez Venner,
This Is our last coup—we are all
lmed on that—and nothing must
stand in the way of its success,
neither your bad heart nor your
liking for this Englishman, I have
warned you, and now I go."

“Go, and® be damned to yel"
eame the voice of Mr. Venner, and
now it was trembling with pas-
lon. "But I tell you th es, and

would tell Gelss too if he were
standing in front of me I won't
have it, and if you refuse to drop
the thing, I'll take mensures!”

There was n sudden crash, as of
n chair sharply averturned. It was
obvious that the Interview was
breakin u'p In more senses than
one, and if 1 wanted to got clenr
away, 1 should have to shift rap-
Idly. Y elambered down from the
table, made a hurried reconnais-
sance along the empty corridor,
and sprinted down it to the safoty
of my own room, just as an open-
lng door and the whir of the
mounting lift told me that the
Baron was taking his departure.

I watched him strut to his car, a
fat, ludicrous, yellow balloon, and
delve away; then slowly and
thoughtfully I made my way out
of the house and up the lane to
where Hugo was walting for me.

“My young friend,” said he
when 1 had told rnf’ story, el
have no more of this. After lunch
Il drive ﬁou back to the hotel,
you'll i)nc up your traps, png
your bill come home wit
mi

e.

“You forget,” I put in mildly,
at my host has definitely de-
tlded against having me killed off,
snd what more can a juest ask?
Besides, in the last twelve hours
ve learned the devil of a lot—
where Venner hangs out, his rela.
tHions with the rest of the gang—
and who knows what another day
will produce? I tell you what,” 1
pdded magnanimously, “T'll sleep
another niﬂht there and rejoin you

tomotraw

Feeling Of Revulsion

E drove on to the Carlton In a
maore peaceful frpme of minag,
but the sight that met our eyes as
we strolled leisurely up the ramp
did nothing to add ta our g '

There was ORtilie Wills, slim,
gay *nd graceful, sitting nta small
corner table. And the man who sat
opgome her, his expressionless,
Re ble-like eyes fixed intently on
er face, was René Gelss himarelt

have never exper ¢
stronger feeling of revuls |
st the sight of these two together;
but the effect on Hugo was even
more remarkable. He swore aloud,
while T snw the dusky eolor rising
to his temples, Then, without a
word, he began to push his way
through the tables

In two strides hn was beside
them. “Miss Wills" he said stitily,
“may | have a word with vou—in
private?”

She looked up quickly. “Why,
Mr. Stern!"™ said she, "Surely this
s an eéarly appearance? I thought
famous authors never awoke il
tea-time?"

"Hugo, my dear one,” Golas said,
but his voloe ways less affectionate

. AN

=

than his words, “1 am always so 3

lad to see you, but just now a lit-
e losy glad than at other times

Miss Wills an

"Why, yesl"
has done me the
make a sketeh of o

Hugo gripped the back of &

0SE, RECISTRANTS

chalr, but before the explosion
came, [ spoke hastily,

Y1 think that's a top-hole no-
tion,” I sald heartily, "But as a
matter of faet, Miss Wills, Mr.
Stern has an urgent messags for
{ou. and 1 know Mr, Gelss will
orgive us"

{tilie Wills stood up, slowl
and with a hint'of uncertainty. *
it as important as all that?"

Igr fped her by the arm. “Wo-
man,” I whispered, “do vou want
to Em\-nke a {ree fight in the most

ublie place in Cannes?" and 1
ed her firmly through the en-
trance to the bar.

She dropped Into a chalr and
stured up coolly at the two of us,
“Well," she demanded, ominously
quist, “and now may | hear your
message and go back to my tabla?"

“That is not your table™ said
Hugo, atill more'quietly. “And this
is my message. Miss Wills, you
will not sit to René «eiss for your
partrait — neither will you nold
any more conversations with him
in future."

“And why not?"

“Because," he relorted, “René
Guolss, as you have already been
told, is not safe or fit company for
any girl, and Heaven knows we
have enough to accupy our minds
at the moment without trotting at
the heels of rash and Imprudent
%nunz women. Merelful heavens!”

e added, in an uncontrollable
burst of |Irritation. “How many
times do you have to be told a
thing before it enters your head?
You were told that if you didn't
keep out of this business, it might
seriously endan&er us all, and the
first thing you do is to scrape ac-

unintance with your sister’s mur-

ererl”

She winced at that, and 1 saw
the tears start to her eyes; bul
the volce In which she answered
him was very far from tearful.

“You're sure vou've quite fin-
ished?" she asked. "Bacause I'd
certainly like to make n remark or
two. You say I scraped ncquaint-
ance with Mr, Geiss. That's not
true, Baron Stahl Introduced us,
not half an hour back, and it's not
my fault if he wants to do a pic-
ture of me. You know very well
I'm do:n& it for a purpose. You say
that i* I don't keep out of this busi.
ness, it may seriously endanger
ou all—but it seems to me that if
don't take a hand, it's my uncle's
life that will be seriously endan-
gered. You say this must be found
out and that discovered, but what
have you actually accomplished?
Nothing! You're as far as ever
from knowing when, where, and
how they'll try to kill my uncle,
and: every day, every minute
b::mﬁn the danger a little nearer.
It's five little days till the 30th,
After that it'll be too late—he'll
be dead, like poor Melanie. 1 tell
you, Mr. Hugo Stern, you may be
n waonderful author, and your sis-
ter and your friends may think
you'ro the brightest thing that
ever happened, but your best isn't
good enough for me!"

No Quarrel Of Ours’

SHP.’. broke off with an angry

gasp that wns almost a gob.
Then suddenly she swung round
on Hugo, black eyes blazing, "1
know," she oried, “You're all set
to tell me some more, and I'll take
all you can give me—but first let
me finish, You believe this man
Geiss had my sister killed? You
believe he's the head of the con-
spiracy to murder my uncle? Well
then, isn't he the one man who wil
surely know what plans have been
made?"

Hugo had got a grip on himseld
by now, though a quiver of the
nostril told of fury held in check.

Miss Wills,” he said. “I have al-
ways belleved that no woman was
eapable of reasoned argument, and
now I know it; but before we
leave you, there are one or two
observations that I should like to
mnke. First, this is ac quarrel of
ours. The sudden death of an'un-
Known American, as far as my
friend and I are concerned, would
certhinly be no reason for us e
endanger our own lives and lib
erty. Yet in spite of that we a

doing what we can to help vo

protect your uncle, Only this mory
|'in

amurderaus attempt was macd
on my friend's life, while bathing
Only this morning, as 1 walted fo1

him in the main road beside
car, Baron Stahl delibe 1
temmt ne dowr

“He au never told
| me
tinue, the gi

"I'm 80 as!
low. “I feel th
earth, and et—" She
siddenly, "Oh, there's U

i in a sten-
tarian bellow. “Coint out here thia
minute, I want you!"

“I'Il have to go,'" st sald. The
next insthnt we wete standing be-
fore the old man

He was
| =il muse '
His gnarled face was both wise and
kindly, and his eyes, surveying
us shrewdly thre rousd-lonsed
| eyes of a man

Tomarcaw! Ottille takes matiers In:
to her own hands
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STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX

For further proof address the author, Inclosing & stamped snvelope for reply. Reg. U. B Pat Of.
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HENRY MILLER,
pioneer catilemary

RAN &b INT0450,000,000
IN 30 Yerrs/ (/850-80)
PFTER COMING 10 CALIFORNIB,

\LLER ACQUIRED 1,000,000 ACRES
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Moat of the stories of quick riches | Ahop. 1000000 head of cattle and two
Thers he met & mnn named Hensy | Banks  with  thelr Dbranches. His

which poured out of the west during

the gold fush days of the 1830 Miller, Who [persusded Krelssr to|%MAazing success wan di Imost en-

had to do with miping bonanzas, | travel to Californin with him. At | Hrely to his sols efl

Singular among these was the story.| the last moment Miller was unable TR

of Henry Miller, a German who|ta go. so he aold Krelser hits t Firh 2-Ral)

mado a fortune in cattls, Thinking he could ot tss it S'r.m_ge Ba 1t sems, one'-ofrall-
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By 1880 AMiller was owner of 1.000.- | whn made $200,000,

ikan halibut schooner Tatooah overs
I Ta ¥ The captiln returned to the scene

| turnied learly (yeatarday, Capt. Krist} o, eraay hut could not ses the hoat
J Martinsen, Benttls, and a crow of n‘.:s| He sald salvage would await ~--nnl.
were picked up by the halibiiter Re- | qon e underieriters, although he

c¢overy and broutht here, 8¢
e, Some 0l giq aot belleve the hull was stove in
underwenre

‘tha crew, cind oply in
wern ssvnrely chilled |
Captain  Martinsen sald the Ta- |
— ]

owned when he landed in San Fran-
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Brown Barker, viee:president of the
UsnivePsity of Ofegon, returned fromn
nnd | Europe today loaded, as he put I,
tde | with materlal to make the achool the
rch conter for posibhwest

| s,

toosh, southbound with a cargo of

25000 pounda, got off the courss in

| heavy fop at ahout
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INJUSTICE

MOTHER COMES IN. GREETS HER JOYOUSIY

WAKES UP FROM A BRIEF AFTER -
AND HDLDS OUT ARMS, 10 BE PICRED UP

NOON NAP

TN
)

DECIDES SHE'S JUST PLAYING A GRME

15 A LIT{LE DASHED AND PU2ZLED WHEN
AND ENTERS INTO THE SPIRIT OF IT

SHE MURMURS 10 BE A G0OD BOY AND
TAME H15 NAP, AND ULKS HIM UP AGRIN

M Sy
e
Moo 1y N PN 4 7/
REALIZES AS SHE TUCKS HIM UP AGAIN,

THAT SHE THINRS HE HASN'T HAD HIS
NAP YET

SPENDS AN HOUR, AFER SHE GOES OUT,
REBISTERING HIS PROTEST AGRINST
“THE WORLD'S INJUSTICE 9.28

(Oopyright, 1638, by The Ball Byndicats, Inc.)
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TATLSPIN TOMMY—Double l.';lcnacel

White specratoes
IN THE GRANDSTAND
EXCITEDLY ROSE TO
THEIR FEET AMD
SHOUTED THAT
ANOTHER BLAME
HAD CRASHED AT
THE CORAL PYLOM,
BETTY-LOU ALMOST
COLLAPSED, FEARING
F THAT [T WAS TOMMY.
BUT SUDDEMLY,
SKEGTER GAVE A
= JOYOUS YELL, AS
J HE POINTRD UP

— _--;j AND EXCLAIME

BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER—Me, Too!

zZOWIE! LOOK! t
LOCK AT THE ISM'T SAFE
MERCURY CLOSING YET.

By EDWIN ALGF™
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