THE C

The Characters
Tuge Stern, handsome author,
living on the French Riviera.
Arehie Lumaden, myrelf, Hu-
po's friend.
Rend Gelw, o cartoonist with &
distorted mind.

Yesterday: We find the meet-
ing-place of the Clubs der Sana
Clubs, and observe Baron Stehl
and the howsekeeper leaving with
a gang o/ villainous men,

Chm 4
Meeting With A Banker

5 | entered the corridor of the

Chilteau la Vague, a loose tile

in the fMooring cracked thnr[ivly

under my trend, and on the in-

stant a door Dpﬁolﬂe fashed open,

and I saw the housekeeper stand-
ing staring out at me.

She wns wrapped In a faded
kimono A pair of shell-rimmed
spectacles perched incongruously
on her nose, and she held a book In
her hand. No one, to look at her,
would haye doubled that she had
been spending a guiet evening In
her room

“You, Mr. Lumsden?" she said.
“Have you heen out?”

It was useless to deny It, for the
dust of the ronds was thick on the
shoes in my hand. “Yes" I sald
meekly, “I've been ealling on my
friend, Mr. Stern."

“But how did
parried uhnrgly.

n

ou get In?" she
A key—someone

favn you a key?" Bhe pursed her
ips ughtl{: ominously, “Plerre, of
course,” she sald, hall to herself,

and then suddenly her expression
lightened and she smiled. "You
must not think I mind!" she said
with a sprightly archness that 1
found much more ala f than
her disapproval., “Only, another
time, if vou will tell me I{urlng the
day, ! will glve you a key myselt.”

I thanked her, 5“"“"'“‘ obe-
dience, and retired to my room,
but as | undressed | was st un-
easy, and the cause of my unense
was, funnily enough, the memory
of her smile. There had been some-
thing g0 catlike, 80 Indescribably
ginister in the wrinkling of her
small green eyes that I still
seemed to see them gleaming at

me.
As | threw my trousers ncross a
chair, something fingled In &
ocket, and I renllzed with a shock
at the key still lay there. Either
the had fcrﬁot!en to ask me for It
or had decided that I could do no
more harm till morning: but I had
to have that key, or a duplicate of
it, and | could see that it wasn't
going to be eosy to hang on to It
A thought struck me, | opened
my door cautiously, and
out into the corrldor. All was
dark: the door opposite waa snlal
shut and the house was stlll an
ﬂmnlng. With Infinite eaution [
dropped to my knees, fumbled for
the loose tile, and gently ralsed
it witk my nalls, There was a |ittle
eavity beneath and into this |
thrist the key, lowering the tile
bacl: inte place without so much
as a elink, Then, feeling uncom-
monly pleased with myself, T re-
tired to reat

I' had locked my door and
Jammed a chair beneath the han-
dle, and it seemed to me that I had
barely lnld my head on the pillow
before a rattling at the key-hole
brought me oul of bed with a
baund to find that it was mornin
and that a buxom chamberma
was waiting Impatiently lo serve
my coffee and rolls.

I gulped down my coffee, pulled
on n pair of balhinrlrunh. and
made my way downstairs, a towe
round my shoulders. As | erossed
the lounge a sudden sound pulled
me ul o my tracks,

It was the sound of a (Ift 10 ac-
tlon. The noise censed abruptly
and an oblong tapestry at the en
of a smaller corrldor was pushed
aside. An invalid's wheelchair was
gently pushed out by the blue.
overiled servant who had earried
up my bag the night before.

Mr, Venner

T WAS an old, old man who sat

erouched In the chalr, & man
with a bald, bony head and a Aesh-
less foee on which the parchment-
like skin was strotched as tightly
A3 an artist's eanvas. The rheumy
oyes looked slghtless in thelr gaunt
sockuls, but as the servant wheeled
him down the passage towards me,
he glaneed up sharply, with a
quick, serutinizing stare. Then he
turned abruptly o the man be-
hind him

“Where {8 Plerre? he damanded
In a thin, brittle voles. “He knows
that this is the hour for my prome-
nade How does he expect that
ou, alone, can take my chalr to
He beach®™

I stepped forward. “Car | be of
any help®™ [ oasked politely

He looked at me considerin 1y,
suspiciously. "You .re En lll%?'
he demanded abruptly, and when
L agreed “"Ah!"™ he sald, and nod-
ded to nimsell  "You are Mt
Lumsden 1 heard you had arvived

Ilnst night. Thank you!" he said
suddenly “1f vou alve Amédée a
little assigtance. 'l be much

ohlipged 1o youl™

We were almost at the door
when o fudden sound made me
turn my hend, and [ snw, standing
beside us, tall, bony, rrimly milfs
tant. the houiekeeper. She gave
me one ,11:"1(-1- and primiy inelined
her head in greeting: then: “Good
morning Mr. Venner.” she said
abruptly “You're eariy today.”

"Good morning, Henriettn” he

LOWDED

eered | b

- MEDFORD MATL TRIBUNE, MEDFORD. OREGON, TUESDAY. SEPTEMBER 27, 1038,
p— ——

AOB Ry

tance, *Plerre,” she sald, "has
gone, He left at six o'clock thia
morning. He was guilty of a breach
of discipline, and 1 was obliged to
dismiss him."

The old man glared at her, "You
were obliged to dismiss him?" he
burst out. “And why, pray, was 1
not consulted? You take a great
deal upon yourself. Henrietta,
And who, may I ask, 15 1o help with
my chair down to the beach? You
never thuu1hl of that, I suppose?
If this gentleman had not offered
his assistanee, 1 ghould have been
in a nite plekle.”

“But Mr. Venner,” she said hur-
riedly, “there is no necd to trouble
Mr. Lumsden, By tomorraw | will
have another man, and for this
morning I will send Marie,"

"You will do nolhing of the
sort!" sald he testily. “I'll not be
dependent on a woman to got me
safely to the beach, And another
time, Henrietta, you'll please con-
sult me before discharging one of
the stafl." He looked up at me with
& senile smile. "Carry on, ser-
gennt!” sald he,

That brought me to myselt with
A jerk though, for a moment the
renllzation that here under my
nose was the seoond of the unholy
triumvirate, Venner the banker
himself. had knocked me into a
fAat spin.

"Ay, ny, sirl" | answered, grin-
ning, and to her; “It's no troubl
I assure you, I shall unju)l' 1" An
slowly and selemnly our little pro.
cesslon passed outl across the sun-
flooded terrace.

A Most Unpleasant Surprise
AS WE turned into the sloping

path that led to the gate, the
old gentleman spoke mlddenl{:
"You know, sir," he said, “it
a great pleasure for me to talk to
an English person again, | get very
tired of these tontinentals and
their chatter, very tired indeed.”

He checked a sigh. “Unlortu-
nately my health does not permit
me to return home, but I am al-
ways eager for newm Tell me—"
& note of uncontrollable wistful.
ness crept into the “in voice —
"how is London lpoking these
doys? I8 it much ehanged?"

illed with a queer, overmaster-
ing pity. 1 racked my brains and
told him what I could of the
strange new Landon that he would
never see, feeling an unnceounts
able lump in my throat as 1 did so,

One. on the promennde, | thcked
him up In his thick [lamn rug,
while Amédée settled himsell wit
n cigarette on a near-by ehair;
then threw off my towel and took
n running header Into the water.
The beach had been deserted as
we came to it, and for a while 1
disported mysell in an empty
ocean, revelling in the tingle of the
uoyant waler, but nfter ten min-
utes or go thore come nsudden and
most unweleome Interruption. A
big. shabby touring ear came rate
Hing along the macadam and drow
up, and half a dozen men in bath-
Ing-suits emerged

awam on another stroke ar two,
then turned an my back and floated
Inzily: and as 1 did so, the foremost
men took to the water, wading
through the shallows in n purpose-
tul way and shauting to eneh other
a8 they eame. It was then that '
recelved a most unpleasant sur
rlay, for their leader was the fel
ow who had acted as doorkeepe)
at the Caves des Musiies the night
befare,

It was a shock, and a nzsiv ont
at that, and aa 1 floater. on my back
to all appearances sunk in drowsy
contentment, I did a minute’s fu
rious lhlnkinF The thing was tor
pat, too neatly tmed, to be acel
dental

It had taken us a good Afleer
minutes to rench the bench, an
other five hnd passed in talk be
fore | took to the water, and per
haps ten more while I swam. Thirty
minutes in all, [ thought, since wi
had parted from. the housekeeper
time enough for her to telephont
instrictions; time enough for six
men to colleet n car, and drive
along the kilometer of bench roac
to the bathing-place; and as the
thought came to me I remenibared
with n shiver Gelss's prophecy ol
my early suifelde. and thanked my
wtars that T was a poworful swim
meor, for all slx men were In the
water now, «

I turned over, swam a eouple of
sirokes, and beat water. as the
nearest man approached me; bul
he gave no sign of being aware of
my presence, driving on past me
with & powerful over-arm stroke.
The others seemed disposed to
keep In nearer shore, Two of them
had got an immense rubber ball
and were playing a kind of ele-
phantine water-polo. The other
three—and then, ns 1 looked, 1
metaphoric riubbed my eyes,
for where there had been three:
there were now only iwao.

Instinetively I 1ooke ! down. The
water, clear as eryatal showed
every pebble and shell on the
ocoan bed, but thére was no sign
ol the misaing enoas 1
tooked » sud

vde me

ralse my head, and 1 s 16 man
farther out 1o sea fling up his arms
with a sudden, despalring ety and
disnppear

I had one glimpse of his dis.

and then 1
or | had
wn  with
Me up again,
1 shouting

torted, agonized face,
siruck out towards
goen men  sirficken
oramp befors He ¢
thresiing the water
hoarsely, and next
beaide him and had
the holr. It was the
Just’ How many kind
had beon, for a pair
hands gripped my 1}

retorted sharply. "1 am not st all
eitly—I1 atn exact!y ptunatual, and |

the same insinn
eatght me by the an
me down

STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX
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EARLY SEASON PRACTICE

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

SHOUTS UP {0 BUD BEMIS THAT
1T ISN'T 100 HGT FOR FOOTBALL
PRACTICE AND £E(5 HIS RELUC-
TRHT PROMISE T0 SHOW UP IN
HRALF AN HOUR.

GETS PROMISES TO SHOW UP
FROM A COUPLE OF MEMBERS
OF THE TERM WHD ARE JUST
ROUEH-HOUSING IN THE YARD

PERSURDES STRN BRADLY HE
CAN RAKE THE LEAVES AFTER
PRACTICE

MARES STEUE 6REENE QUIT
WORKING ON RIS BICYCLE
BY PROMISING To PAY HIM
NEAT WEEK THE DIME HE
OWES HiH

HE

{Copyright, 1838, by The Bell Byndicate, Inc))

MAKES EARL WESSON SAY HELL
COME BY THREATENING TO PUT
HIM OFF THE TEAM IF HE DOESN'T

STOPS IN FOR EPDIE SELLER WHO
RS A HEW AIRPLANE MODEL UN-
DER CONSTRUCTION, AND BEFORE

HAS G6ONE

KNOWS |T THE AFTERNOON
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The Ball Byudicats, Ine)

COME! COME! YOU'R BECAUSE 1
NOT ANSWERING ME! HAVENT
WHY NOT? v~ | ANYTHING
- - TO TELL YOU,
T PROF. ADIT— 4

=y |
2wl

THE NEBBS-—No Appetite

—

SO THAT'S 1T, 15 117
YOU THINK YOU'RE BIGGER
THAN THE GOVERNMENT, EH7
YOU THINK THAT YOU ARE

MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE
WHOLE PEOPLE,
1 EM 7

| NSTINCT(VELY,
YET PROMPTE

ALSO BY AMGER,
i TOMMY JAMS HIS

STILL IN THE BNK,
‘| ONCE MORE DEATH
REACHES O IT FOR HIM, BARELY
TEN FEET FROM THE GROUND!

By HAL FORRES™

2
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o=, T by Pl Bl e, !

‘IF's!

AND'S' OR “BUTE"
OUT OF YOU! M
LEAVING RIGHT NOW
BUT I'LL BE BACK

TOMORROW AND-

—=IF YOU STILL WISH TO
PRESERVE SILENCE, BEN

YOU'LL PRESERVE ITIN A
PLACE WHERE SILENCE 15

WEBSTER, (L SEE TO IT THAT
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