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The Characters
Buge Stern, handsome author,
living on the French Riviera.
Archle Lumsden, myrelf, Hu-
po's friend.

Ottitie Wills, American heiress,
René Gelss, o cortoonist with a
distorted mind.

Yeaterday: Dunning la telling ua
about “the big swindle® The
deaths of prominent men were
predicted in an astrolopical mag-
azine, and (nsirance collected all
over the world when the deaths
occurred,

Chaper 10
Marked For Murder!

‘[‘HE insurance man from Lloyd's,
Dunning continued, immedi-
of the Gri-

ataly bought a cop:
i or Lhe pravi-

w.oire astrlogiq.e
ous year,

There, set out In smudgy type
and with the flowery and fantastic
verbiage which the writer nffected,
were four predictions which made
his skin tingle and his heart beat
pereeptibly quleker, for they fore-
cart, with a remarkable precision
of detall, the sudden ¢ aths of four
eminent gentlemen who had met
their ends in the previous vear.

The Grin ire ha been pub-
lished in January, The deaths had
occurrad in the following March,
May, August, and November. Mr.
Pockett was a level-headed man.
He still refused to belleve In the
rm‘llnuw powers of astralogy. but
nstead a very cu iwus and Jin-

r ldea occurred to him—name-
ly, that these deaths and the re-
sultant highly profitable insur-
ance claims, had been engineered
by some person or perzons, and
that one of them. with a distorted
sense of humor, was amusing him-
self by announcing them in ad-
vance through the medium of the
Grimoire.

His hollday was nearly at an
end. He found time to visit Nice
and Inspect the small printing es-
tablishmort whaeri the Grimoire
saw the light each first of January.
but the proprietor. while admit-
ting the publicatlon and marketing

the precious production. abso-
lutely and completely refused to
disclose the name of the client who
was responsible far {t, There was
nothing more to be done [f he
told his suspiclons to the local po-

. they would laugh at him: if
he msked for help in tracing the
mysterious astrologer, they would
thow him the door. He went home.

ck in London he postulated

his theosy to a eolleasue from the
Bureau Véritas, and found. to his
amazement, that he was being
taken seriously. The guest's Gallie
nation was fired: he asked a
variety of pertinent questions, sug-
ested a detail or two to round off
a picture, and returned to Paris
Ising further disc atan

pr
early date.
Here Mr. Dunning paused to
look regretfully at his empty glass,
and Hugo promptly refllled [t

THE CLOWDED M
5y MAX SALTM ARSH SRR

light of Lthe events of the past twu
doys," he ndmitted, “possibly so.*

“But surely,” | suggasted, “the
quickest way to locate the person
would have been through the {el-
low who printed the Grimoire?™

He beamed at me. "Son.” he
drawled. “the investigation was
placed In my. hands one vear ago,
and it took me just thres mont
to reach that conelusion: but, mind
you, I'd had a lot of ground to
cover befora I got there! [ sailed
for France in November. | got to
Nice and pald an informal call nn
the printer's, only to discover that
he had explred three months ear-
Mer from heart-fallure. Heartl-
failure is a eonveniant complaint
The fact that the gentleman had
expired at the very moment that
the investigation had been decid-
ed on might give nne something to
think about, but didn’t help any in
tracing the author of the Grimaoire
All that remained for me was o
wait until the first of January and
see if it appeared as usual”

“But tha police, faid Huws im-
patlently — “surely by that time
van had ealled in the Shreté?”

Mr. Dunning favored us with'a
wink. “There are occaslons when
a man's sctions are considerably
freer if he remains outside the law,
and parﬂculurlﬁ the French law.
The gentleman known as Viadimir
Rakovsky, who was one of the
three behind the previous vear's
insurances, has friends [n high
places in Paris; you might call him
n second Stavisky on a smaller
senle: and He'd have smelled out
lh{ Inquiry Involving himself

uicker than you'd smell a gkunk

therefore continued to pursue my
Investigations Independently, and
on the first of January the Gri-
moire peneared.”
Death In August
HE paused dramatically. “The
Grimoire appeared as usual,
but under no imprint of publisher
or printer, and subsequent In-
quiriea elicited the fact that it
had been hawked round the news
agencies by an unknown Indivi-
dual, whom | have bean unable to
trace. He was a tall fellow, T am
told, shabby, downcast. down:at.
the-heel. down and out Dirt-eolor
all over and a dirty soul.”

He fumbled in his pocket and
extracted a shabby, ecrumpled
leaflet. “Here we ate" sald he
oﬁcnink it and adiusting n pair of
shell-rimmed glaszes on his nose
“The predictions far the month of
August Advertisements were ear-
ried in the previous issues, but not,
vou will peresive, in this ane, from
which I argue the use of a private
printing-press. The author s not
rlskiflu the disclosure of his iden.

tity "

rwnlkcd across and peered over
his shoulder The paper and print.
Ing were of the cheapsst. and the
Infl of the page was arnamented
with a vividly executed drawing
of a goat.

The month of August, It re-
marked encouragingly, would wite
ness some of the worst disasters in

The next chapter of the story
spened, he said, with the visit to
Paris of a representative of the
American Bureau. to whom Mr.
Pockett's frlend mentioned the
theory which had gripped his tm-
giual.lon as firmly as it had the

lishman's. The visitor, whose
et had been severely c}eplu!ed
y the demise of the South Amerl.
can President. listened, was im-
g , and; with the energy of
I8 race, insisted on immediate ac-
tion. After that, said Mr. Dunning,
things began to hum.
eelings were held of repre-
sentatives of the three groat clear-
fng-houses, as a result of which it
waa declded that investigation was
Justified. and it was agreed to em-
ploy some reliable firm to carry
out Inguiries, In the end—and
ere Mr. Dunnmfg swelled with
Justifiable pride—his organization
was chosen, and the first thing that
he was able to bring to light was
the fact that behind the myriad in-
surances on the two tast recent
deaths loomed large the flgures of
three men: they were, in short, the
source of the eapltal which had
turnished the original promiums—
Stahl, Venner and Rakovsky.

One Controlling Brain

T‘H’E existence of the Blg Swin-
dla was now established, and
Dunning's sgency was empowered
to go full speed ahoad. with all the
financial backing that was re-
quired: but for tHe moment the
went seemod to have petered out

Only, one fact bogan to emerge
Behind all these individuals and
the groups that directed them,
there must be one controlling por-
sonality, one brain that plotted
and schemed, that evolved the
rlma not only for the money-mak-
ng side of the business, but for
the organized crime that made!
much profit-making possible

It must be, he surmised, a man
of brilllant intellect, with interna-
tional social eonnections that kept
him informed. in ance, of the
movements of prominent person:
nges In a number of countries, and
of the political and Anancial con-
ditions in these same countries
but it must furthormors be & man

the history of Francs. for striles
elvil distirbances, epldemics, alf
would take their toll of the un-
happy population.

Sadlstie crimes, 1t ran, would be
rampant: and finally, tawards tha
end of the month, an event would
shatter the very foundations of
International relations

A prominent Ameriean Finan-
cler, honored and respected at
home and abroad, would meet
with a sudden and dreadful end
while vacationing on the Riviera.
The assassin would. unfortunately,
make gon” his escape. and public
opinion in the United States would
be profoundly stirred.

The fact that he was negotlating
n vgst merger with certain promi-
neft French banking houses was
not overlooked by the nssasiing,
and his sudden demise would tins
doubtediy crente a panie in the
manev-markets of the world.

Hugo by my side had been read-
Ing word for word with me. while
Ottilie Wills, perched on the op-
posite arm of Dunning's ehair.
watehed our faces anxlously.

“You see?" she broke out, a trifle
breathlessly, as we came to the
end. “It's Uncle Virgoe—It coula
be no ane else, There's no one like
him in Amerioan finance at the
moment. But—" Sha ran her fin.
gers through her cheanut ourls
with an almost eomical effect of
bewilderment—"that merger! It
was only suggested last fall, and
nothing appeared about it in the
papers till late spring. Uncle Vir-
ine's boen fighting for it tooth and
nall—-but someone must have got
wind of 1t."

“Viadimir Rakovsky, ! imag-
Ine?™ Hugo suggested dryly, and
Dunning nodded

He got to his feet and faced us
an unwieldy but somphow. come
manding flgure. "That gentleman
has powerful connections, as | told
you. He has hls finger on the
pulse of this eountr¥'s political

and Nnanclal artories No, sir!™
He stretched himself, lifting his
shoulders and swelling out his

Rreat chest. “I'm not puzzling any
as to how that information seeped
through. but I'm not near the end
of my story When | had read, di-

who owed neither phys nor
ﬁlmml allegiance to anv estab.
lished order, a n of warped
morals and istedd  mentality
and one, moreover, whose vanity
wWas such that he judged all means
Justified to achieve the en: his
personal enrichn S e |
could envizage without 4iff 1
but when it eame to pleking the
Individual. he wan completaly
stuck

“Gelss!” sald Hugo and | with
ong accord.

Dunning nodded slowly, “In the

gested, and absorbed that highly
rmative par ph. | proceed-
o give » ul serutiny to
of the publication, and

r ¢ very siints
ficant fact Theoughout
the predictiona for the vear, there
was no forecast of any other sud-

dar

L.
the rest
m the

tled softly. “They were

g

afral
"Preciselv!™ he said,
(Conyright (010 Mas Baltmarah)

Tomorrow: A Pplan of campaign.

HUNGARY, POLAND

AIDES N PHRLEY

BERCHTESQADEN, Cierminy Bapt
N —(API—=Bnroys of Huw And
Polangd were recelvred today
fuehrer Adelf Hitler in his e
Obersiliiberg ta discuss 1he Cze
Mlovak crisls

The Hungarian chief of staff, Feia

Marslial Mreestes-Fischer, st with

| Premw
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STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX
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Senate First Lady

When  last
Bennte  Majority

July
Leader

Roblnnon wvactited the seat of senlor

senator from Arkansnp,

ator Hattle Carswsy wos slevated | s senate commitias; firat
conduct m senate hearing:
to preside

to Hll that post

Bhe became, In this manner, the

fimt woman In Unlied 8
to perve any state as Iis

sanators,
On the teath of her
103), M. Caraway wan
[l his  sent

Deny Ktoap-Gio Light |
PORTLAND, Hopt. 21 —{AP)—Pen-
for Inatallation ol

dielton’s roquaat

the

AS Actintor from Ar-

BMERICAN LEPGUE BroEBY
RYED ON JULY 24, 1337,
ENDED WITH THE ﬁ#ﬂ&;b SCORE ==

death of
Josaph T,

by paopitlar vots

Juntor Sen- | ineltide: first

womnan
sennte

ever
tates history
MMIOT B0~

[

| Toy Traln Test
ator, scoring her fifth “first™ among | Btrange as It seems, A
the naton's past und present women

- w
LADY;
oF e sznae/
HBTOE CARPMAY,

hRKPNSPS LEGISLPTOR AND
FIRST WoMAN SENIOR SENPTOR
N u.s;‘g;fgfgé ‘Ff‘? % THE
€D o
ngﬁt{gﬁ BY POPLLAR i.bl%;
FIRST WOMAN CHAIRMAN OF

wer L

FiIRsT

kansas, Thus ahe becamse the first
woman ever elscted to tha senate

Othor firsts of BSenntor Caraway
woman chalrman of
woman to
and first
he :

toy traln

was utilized in 1831 to allay the
fears of the puolle that passpnger
husband In | cars could not atay on the track
choany when mnegotinting curves at ondl-

to[
narily high epeeds,

h GENPTE COMMITIEE;

FirsT WoMAN To CoNpucT A

SENRTE HERRING; AND

WoMAN To PResIDE

OVER THE SEN E/

et B

Matthins W. Baldwin, Phllndeiphla
Jewelar and millrond engine bullder,
in April, 1831, set up & small olr-
oular  track in the Philadeiphia
musaum,. Ha construoted & modeal
engina and four cars, all equipped
with the flanged whesls commonly
in use,

Then. while crowds watched fas-
cinated, the tiny train sped nround
nnd nround, clinging tenaclously to
the track. The experiment worked;
the publie voted |ta confldence In
the toy traln

Tomorrow:
for S10,

The bedbug that sold

fiym Vote Held
THE DALLES, Sept, 21.-{AP)-Qunli-
flsd votars in schonl distrier No

Road

-For tha say-

slop-go lghts was denled by ‘the | somprising The Dalles and environs.
state  highway comminsslon At A | yoren today on the construction of
mpeeting here Inat night. » #106,000 nohool gymnasiim
Tree S]Irnlrr: In Auto Cltlzens “‘“"“
HOLLAXD, Mieh. (UP)—A car haa TEMPLE, ¥, H. (UP)
fprotited a sepdling Lres here. A bded | enth consecutlve

loiged

moot thero. The owner
belleve It or not.'Ia C, B

In the cmck between
front fender and the body and took

Ehe | participated in “Good
¥ ¥
et

womenfolks

of the par,
Ripley.

YAAL, tawnspoople

Roads day.”

men bullt n section of rosd In
wen for & dinner served by thelr

Lauds Sewage Plant.
PORTLAND, &npt. 21.—(AP)—Port-
land's sewnge disposal plant was de-
soribed as an “ldeal WPA project” hy
Harry L. Hopkins, national WpA
|-n:r~r. yesterday.,

WATKING GLENS, N Y. (UP)—
Charles Halght 18 the probd owner

of a Ietter from Hell. Halght, n
I:s!ﬂ teilst, matled a letter o the
poa ter of Hell, Norway. The
postmanter cancelled & and sent it

| back,

SUBURBAN HEIGHTS

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

WILLIATIS

THE ENTERTRINMENT AT THE MONTHLY CLUB
MEETING AT MRS. PLUMER'S HAD To BE CALLED
OFF, BECAUSE EACH TIME THE SINGER BEGAN, THE
NEW BRBY NEXT DOOR BEGAN T00, AND THE BABRY
PROVED TO0 HAVE SUPERIOR LUNG POWER.
(Copyright, 1838, by The Bell Eyndicate, Inc.)
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SMATTER PO}

By C M PAYNE
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VA GoT SeEnse!

T NEVER WouLp
Have PuLLeDd (v
THE Prane,Too!

TAILSPIN TOMMY—Dirty Work . . , At the Palms Pylon!

P
il

e e

M THE SECOND PYLO:
THREE SUPER- SPEED

PLANES, THE JURITERQ, THE
SIVEQ STREAK AND THE
COMET, ALL BUNCHED LB
AMD IT SEEMED AS THOUGH
A COLLISION WAS INPVITABLE,
AS BHNOOY DELIBERATELY
CROWDED HIS COMET AGAINST
THE OTHER SHIPS FORCING
THEM AGAINST THE PYLON!
THE TRICK HAD PREVENTED
TOMMY FROM TIEING wWiS
MERCURY FOR PLACE AT
THE THIRD PYLON . FOQ HE
HAD TO GRAB Sicy *
QUICKLY TO AQiD PILING
INTO THE SHIPS AMEAD
AS IT WAS TOO LATE TO
MAKE A WIDE BANK.
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THE NEBBS—Good Deed Steve

AS YOU SEE BY

MY CARD YOUNG
MAN, | AM

| PROF. A. A, ADIT=

AND | HAVE BEEN SENT
HERE BY THE GOVERNMENT

TO INQUIRE INTO YOUR 3
| POULTRY METHODS— §

“THAT LOOK S LOO
LIKE DIRTY IS
THE JUPITER
ITS SLIp-STREAM! A

LY My
lh\lwi“i

=&

ThyING

comMET
TO E
INTO

GEE, PROF. ADIT, I'M
AFRAID | CAN'T TELL
YOU VERY MUCH—

Fj‘-}-'E LAS
MOT HEALED

THE ACHE I8
STENES
HMEARQT. ...
HE ANOW
S5EEXS
SOLACE N\
PERFORMALE
CE KIND ‘

e E e

e

f W i Y

o o

S e
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STEVE, '\

GO0D MORMING, BROTUER /L ANT TRVING TO THIUK OF
CHEER UP_NOTHIMG 1S AS BAD AS O\ NELLIE - I'M TRYING TO THINK O
YO LOOK .. SOME ONE BLSE AS NICE | SOMETHING ELSE . 1M &OING O
AS NELUE WILL COME ALONG AND ThEN L\ TO THE BANKER AMND Pick P
\\u::,‘.\.! ’ b;LL_ FARTRAE INE ‘ WHE MORTGAGE ON THS -
N_OF A MATRIMOAIN — =

s { A

HOTEL - z
AT
, 7R

NEVER BE HASTY ABOUT JWHY, ER,

KEEPING ANYTHING

1l
I
|

By BOL HEss




