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LOVE ON THE RANGE

The Story So Far

A plot s on foot to smash the
Rafter T, and “Blur® Ankrom
takes a job thera to help lovely
Lee Trone, She naves hix life by
shooting Kelton Drean, an im-
poator, but he learna this only
after Drean's accomplice, Belly,
causes trouble between them
Ratehford, the sheriff, and Clay-
dell, a neighbaring rancher, both
tell Ankrom that the other la after
the Trones' land. Then Aunkrem
learns from Betty, whom Ratek-
ord has falled, rhat she and
Li‘mn were Ratchford's tools,

Chapter 28
Tricked

'DI‘D you ever hear Rotehfo.d
speak of a man named Hackett
~Mose Hackett?" Ankrom asked,
Betty nodded engerly, "He had
charje of the rustlers who were
plung rinr Trone's ranch. You
mesn Rafter T's foreman, don't|
you? The man you shot?"
Ankrom's cheeks drew taut,
That recollection which had sent
him hurrying to town had been a
lucky one.
Trone's remark that Ratehford
had taken the iz’:rl to town for
uestioning had cen the thing to
gtnp thut peg in place, For with
the rancher’s worda Ankrom had
recalled the sherlfl’s reaction to
the statement he had made this
poon. To his pointing out that a

man who would go to so much

for myself; I'm just telling you
how It was, He sald he loved me.
He'd been telling mea what an im-
portant man he was out here; a
man with a fslura B man who
might even on# day be governor!
1 imagined myself in love wi
him. Of course I wasn't—I see that
now, | was in love with the pie-
tures he painted. | was a fool, but
one night 1 ran off with him. He
brought me here. It didn't last
long; it took about a week for the
g_lhrnor to wear away. When [ saw
the husk of him showing through
1 was sick. He wanted me out of
the country. But I was determined
to stay. To keep from starving 1
found employment in that cabaret
from which I waved to you that
night we first saw each other when
those Lhugi were trying to gun
you down.”

Her eyes clun o his
face. Sha seeme a'd un-
derstand.

The Pranks Of Fate

E DID, and it made him feel

lower in his own estimation
than the lowest snake. Yet he had
done nothing to place himself in
this position. If she had bullt ner
hopés on a false premise, could
that be charged to him? He had
not ssid he loved her; he'd done

bravel
to feel

nothing to imply it. It was, he told
himself, the fact of his being here
that had brought her hopes to thei

present peak: she must feel he
would not have come unless he
cared!
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STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX
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stouble to smash the Rafter T| He realized that his face must in

wauld scarcely be likely to be sat-

sfled with so small a reward as
the price of o ralltond's right-of-
way and the ¢hance to build a
botm: town, when by damming
T'rone's valley he'could control a
vpr;tahlf- km:.{llom Ratchford had
said:  "You'vre right. I hadn’t
thought of that"

Yet even with the recollaction
Ankrom hnd been afraid to trust
his judgment. He had felt he might
be swayed by his own antagonism
of the man, But he'd been right,
Claydell's guess hod hit the nail!

“What were you and Drean im-

ersonating the Strutherses for?"
& anked.

“As a means of getting on the
ranch.”

*But wh:r

“T ean't tell you ﬂnt It was one
of the reasons w wanted
Drean's papers so <1 thought
Ratehford might have given him
written instructions. | wanted a
hold on him. Biit ho hadn’t
papers were only L O, U's’

Ankrom felt a loaping exulta-
tHon, Claydell's guess was right:
Ratchford was the man!
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some measure have given him
away, for abruptly she pressed
close agalnat the bars, “Don't take
H. g0 hard, Abe" her volce came
softly as her hand touched hls
cheele "I never loved him. 1 didn't,
rulh-—-nnl ns 1'love you"

Cold sweat bathed Ankrom's
forehemd. He was an the point of
rushing blindly from the jail
when—

“So when Ratchford asked if 1
would help a man Impetsonate my
father, I told him yos 1 helieved
the time had come when | had it
In my power to pay Ratchford
beek. 1 hind never seen Drean until
Ratehford took me to the hotel and
introduced him as the man who
was to play my father—"

She broke off as Ankmm thrust
close sgalnst the bars. “Father?
That's the second time you've used
"m' word. Who are, you?

“Hetty Sty |!}u-n|

"l mean really!”

“Hetty Struthers was the name
my motho. I gave me."

Ankrom's stare did not take In
the shadow on the floor. He was
mnorveling at the pranks of fate
He was still marveling when &
#rim voiee behind him snarled:

“All right. Streeter! Git up them
hands! 'm arrestin® you for the
murder of Kelton Dreant”

A dnugh left the girl's lips, and
it waas not pleasant.

Hi read mockery in her eyes and
an ley numbness swept through his
veinas,

“Here, Blur Ankrom, is where
you renp the price of a woman
scorned|™

Tricked! A bitter laugh spilled
from his lips. Like a sleck, plump
fly he'd stalked into her web and
now was caught there fast!

With her wotds still ringing in
1ais ears he gaw the ne 'n simplicity
of the trap in wh had been
snared. Rate} 'rrl had feared he
| was getting too close to the truth
of "unu The glrel, nnp,r'rmi by
| Ankrom's Indiffe rence to her, had
beon ripe for Ratchford's use
They'd pulled It slick!
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