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LOVE ON THE RANGE| [srrance As 17 sEEMs—By JOHN HIX

For further proof address the author, inclosing = stamped envelope for reply. Reg. U, B. Pat. O

The Story So Lar

Under the name of Abe Streei-
er, quick-flre Ankrom fakes a job
on the troubled Rafter T ranch to
help lovely Lee Trone. Colonecl
Struthers and his daughter Betly
comie to visit, ond Ankrom recog-
nizes Struthers as an impodter,
Kelton Drean. Ankrom {s shot at
in the dark, and Drean s killed.
Betty teils Ankrom she killed
Drean to save him, and slips him
her gun. Ratchford, the aheriff, is
keeping them all in the ranch-
house, including Claydell,a neigh-
baring rancher.

Chapter Thirteen
Whys And Wherefores

"I'VE a notlon to go to bed,” An-

kram {awnr_‘d, “If you want me
for anything you can find me in
the bunkhouse,”

“Take one step out of this room,
by golly, an' I'll put you under
arrest!™ Ratehford growled. “You
or anyone elsel There's been a
killin' here tonight an' 1 alm to
find out the whys an' wherefores
of it—an' who done it!"

A hush closed in upon the room
ns the sherilf ceased speaking,
Ankrom ssw that these people
about the sheriff glanced covertly
at one another, There was some-
lhtn{( sinister, something evil in
the hush,

“Streeter, the sherifl's wvolce
broke in upon his thoughts, "I'd
like for you to give the same spiel

Every eye in the room focusged on Ankrom’s feet.

to these folks you gave to me |
{mouth as he eved Claydell.

awhile ago when we found Struth-
ors body."”

“Why, 1 was standin' by the
bunkhouse,” Ankrom said,
thoughtfully, "1 remember rollin'
i clgarette an' had just struck o
maleh when a gun wenl off an' a
slug took the smoke right out of
my mouth, I whirled, dragging
At my gun, not knowing what was
up, The shot had come from a little
to onp side, I guessed— from under
that big pepper tree. Before 1
could get my #un out I heard
another shot—->"

*Did you mon the gunflash?”
Ratchford asked.

“I think I saw the first one, [
gouldn't see the second.” Ankrom

aused, then said, "As [ looked
ward the tree I saw a blur of
movement among the shadows. 1
ran forward with my gun held
ready. [ had just got there when
you caome up behind me. One of
the puncher’s brought a lantern
and we saw Struthers® body lyin'
n the sand."

Raotehford drew a blue-barrelled
A5 from his belt and held it out.
s this your gun?" he asked.

Ankrom nodded, "You ought to
know, You took it out of my hand."

Claydell laughed."Chat wouldn't
mean anything to a suspicious
devil like Ratchford,” he grinned.

‘Have Your Fun'
ATCHFORD'S frame went
tense, his hand halt dropping

to the weapon sheathed upon his
thigh. Then a sneer crossed his lijs
and he chuckled maliclously
“Have your fun, Claydell. Have
your fun” he drawled. Turning
toward the girls he said, 1 sure
am sorry about all this, Miss
Struthers, Wouldn't have had it
happen for the world. I'll do all
I can to bring the killer of your
father to the end of his rope.”
Betty eved him' silently, her
dark oyes round and moist-look-
ing. A fold of her dress lay
clonched betweeon her aands: so
shocked by this tragedy did she
seem ns 10 be unaware that her
Brip.of the fabric pulled it slightly
above a pair of dimpled knees
and =0 did
krom told himself. He

irom saw
Ani

Miss

my help,

too

feered  Rateh-

uw" Claydell sald
the way, sherift
the ecollections of guns

and

Amange
you've been making, | suppose

jeye in t

you've got Struther's? Ming 1 o
see J13

“Struthers did not earry a gun.
50 far as I can learn. What made
you think he had one? Were you
on’ him o}' friends? Like him an'
Strecter, here?

Ankrom stared at the sheriff:
he did not like the tone in which
the sheri? had delivered those
1ast few words linking himself and
Struthers.

“An old friend?"” repested Clay-
dell. “Hardly that, Tom. | had
anly met the eolonel thisafternoon,
There was something fine about
him though, I thought.” he smiled.
YA great nobllity of mind — a
thing seldom found in the charac-
ters of gamblers.”

Ratehford's lips were white, so
cloeely did he press them, In the
eyes behind those sleepy lids An.
krom saw that clouds of ecaution
gathered. Then Ankrom's glance

assed to Qld Man Trone to see
ow he was taking Claydell's
ironic words and the ravelation of
Kelton Drean's actual calling: a
revelution. which, il Trone be-
lieved it, must have shown him
that Struthers was an Imposter

Trone's face held an odd ex-
Erensinn. The dread which An.

rom had before noticed In his
cyes was more pronounced. His

aunt form seemed to be shrink-
ng, But he was sober, now; cold
sobe

Electrie Silence
ATCHFORD was leaning for-
wiard. There was a dangers

ous droop to the corners of his
*Just
what,” he asked portentously,
“did you mean hy that lost crack?”

Claydell raised his bushy oye-
brows, shrugged. “Wasn't it evl-
dent?” ho asked.

Betiy's voice erossed the silence
recklessly: "My father was not a
gambler!"

Cluydell's brows shot upward.
He looked surprised. “1 did not
say he was, Miss Struthers, Per-
haps vou' misunderstood me in
your overwrought condition. * am
sure you would be better off in
bed, young lady," he smiiled."This
affair tonight must have proved
an awful shock ta you."

Ankrom could not be sure, hut
he believed that in the rancher’s
lnst words he had caught a touch
of sareasm. But a glance at Clay-
dell's sunve face was enough to
eonvinee him that he had not.Only
symputhy was registered there,

“Do you think Teould sleep after
what hos happened? she fared

"Sleep? Perhans not. But lying
down would rest you"

"l guess sho can manage to-sit
up with us il daylight,” Ratch-
ford's voice re « roughly out
“She ain't so bad shook up as all
of that, St s around when the
colonel erossed the line, SHe may
have seen somieth
Bets o little stror
question her, and 1
10 see she stavs where sho can't be
got at™

Claydell made a elucking sound
“What-makes vou think she might
hiave seen something, if I'm al-
lowed to nske?"

“1," sald the sherill heavily,"saw
& woman duek out from under that
tree as [ came up—the pepper tree
where we found Struthers' body.”

Once again the silence was elec-
tric. And then it happoned —

Some heavy object struck the
floor with a metallic clank, Every

t med to focus

ym had n
| re downward
capse of the accus-

at Anleror
need to

g |1 e roud in those siar-
ing eyes—ho knew, Hpo had felt
that eold ‘n e thing ¢o slith-
| ering down Vg @ run that
| & half '} Betty had forced

L dewn,

upon hi
n pl

sight the weapon lay
upon the foor!
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“OMMY "-- 28-year-old cat
owned b W.L.Clark, seneci fils N.Y,

% B PULL-FLEDGED MEM,

LOChL ELK LODGE,

The Minlature Army
Baforn the world War, Poland was

geographloally divided betwéen ita
threo  anclent ennmien—Clormany,
Russln and  Austro-Hungary—as It

had heon slnde 1705

At mie outbrenk of the World War,
Poland found herself uncomfortahly
plaved betweon two  powerful  ene-
mies, Rusaia und Gormany. Interested
In securing palitieal  Indopendence,
the considered blds from  both ot
these powers, but tirned them down
to tlgnt hor own hattle

The Cear promissd  Poland  melf-
government If she wolld remain loy-
al to Rusain] Getmany mode slmilar
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premises. Poland Inslsted on  ecom-
plate Independence al any cost, pnd
It wna obvious she would have to
Hght for It,

Accordingly, under leadership of
Josops Pllasudskl, Poland want, to war
with Rumsla an August 8, (818—with
anly 300 men! Tvess loynlists were
known as tho colebrated “Kadrowkn.
It grew into a brigade, then in thres
brigndes. Eventunlly it heoams the
Polish legion of 14000 men,

In 1918 Germany, attacking from
the Waont, eaptirdd Warsaw, then of-
fered to permit the Polish Leglon to

Rusilans.
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POLAND
ENTERED THE WORLD WAR,
WITH ONLY 300 MEN ,

THE FAMED
HICH INVADED RUSSIP IN AuGLST 914,
4 BECAME THE PLISH LEGION,

: 14:000 STRING,
q('\ THAT WoN THE CoUNTRY INDEPENDENCE
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Plisuinkl, howevar, held lout
complate  Pollah Independones,
was jalled, His Leglon wien op
a8 an underground organidation, s
in 1018, with the downfall of
Centml  Powers,  Pllsudskl  trium-
phantly returned ta Warsaw at the
hend of the Legion

In the samp year the Polea pro-
clalmed the republic, with Pilsudaki
un dlotator and first provisicnnl pres-
ident, From a tiny band of 300 men
Plisudskl's dream hnd grown intg =
potitieal antity.
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Northern Chlifornin: Fair tonight
and  Tuesday, but fog on the copst)
Hitle change fn temperatire: gentle
notthwest wind off conat.
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TAILSPIN TOMMY —Snoot Isn't Satisfied Yet!

| Life Cyele In Sevens,

SAN JOSE, Callt—(UP)
[Hn.t.'u-ll. electrical contreotor, thinks
| he has pbout as many “sevens” In
his life wy anyone else. Ho was born
on the seventh day of the seventh
month of the year, a seventh <un, and
wis named after King Edward VI of
England

-Bxdward

Ago IP'rograms Grow,
SACRAMENTO, Cal.—(UPI—The
next legtslnture will have four old
age annulty bllls before It as amend-

|mr'l:t|l ta tho comstitution. They are
the Callfornis Pension Plan, Califor-

nin Retiremont Anniiity Act, ynd the .

Citizone Annulty Aot

— L
Lion Unwanted.

PITTSBURG, Cal—({UP}—Roy
Ludington, manager of the Crafts
Shows, would ke to get rid ©f & non-
chalant Hon, It s no good for show
purposes boeatse the mone he b prods-
e nnd the more blank cartridges that
are fired, the meoker he gets, Sup-
Irn-h:u]l:\g foos refused to accept the
benst,

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS
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HUNBRILY WATCHES PIc~
NIC BASKET BEING UN-

15 IMMEDIATELY PRESSED
INTO SERYICE 70 HELP
MOVE GRANDMA'S RUG
AND PILLOW INTO THE

r!:l(:_l’ﬁll(‘, CHORES

Foop, BUT 15 T0LD 10
6ET SOME WOOD FOR A

FIRE FOR THE COFFEE BE- OPENER WHICH MUST HAVE
FORE HE STARTS EnTING  DROPPED OUT OF BRSWET

BERS SHE LEFM THE CAME

STARTS UNWRAPPING HIS
FOOD AS MOTHER REMEM=-

RECEIVES HIS QUOTA OF  GRTAERS UP SOME WoID

AND 15 ASKED 10
HE CAN FIND THE

TRUDGES BA
RA

IN THE CAR AND SHE MUST

TAKE A PICTURE OF THE GROVP

(Copyright, 1838, by The Bell Byndleste, Inc.)

CAR FOR CAMERA
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HUNTS UNTIL 1T TURNS
SEEIF UPIN FATHER'S POCRET

BUTILE

LR T0 HASTILY MOVES HIMSELF
AND HIS FOUD OUT OF
SI6HT AND ERRSHOT OF|
THE FAMILY BERRE THEY
THINK OF ANYTHING EISE

FOR HIM To DO

S'MATTER POF

By 0 M PAYNE

{OL:D TIMETR <&
GTRATHIRVED MY

P,

/N SPasHeTTI
'/L« 2

T

b

) Bopt. 1958, by The Bell Byndicate,

By HAL FORRF™™

it

YOU'LL GET YOUR

MNUMBER LATER

IE YOU QUALIEY,
TOMK IS |

FiLGTs @
MR i

i pr%qu;sr! HE
CA| EMNTER
THAT CRATE OF
Hial 1

1SQUALIFIED] /

THE NEBBS-Bearch Me

P
NO MORE SHORT CUTS ¥ JUST A HALF-
FOR ME ON BACK MILE —THIS ROAD
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YOU SHOULD HAVE.
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PROTEST WITH
THE N A.A RACE
COMMITTEE BEFORH
15, MR. 3HOOT!
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YOU KIOW AS MUCH
ABOUT WM AS 1 DO

YOUNG MANL_LWE GOT
NEWS HE WAS LOST AT,
SEA HE CAME HERE

| YUST A SHORT TIME
BEFORE, _NOL CAME .
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