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The Story So Far

Triing to escape his reputation
far gun - play, “Blur® Ankrom
rides into Peso Pinto and immadi-
ately becomes enmeshed in trou-
tle again when he rescties Lee
Trone (rom a band of thugs. She
offers him a fob on her lather's
ranch, the Rajter T. Aa soon ai
she ha gone the marshal nabl
Ankrom.

Chapter Three
The Rafter T

ANI{RDM knew that in another
second there would be gun-
play {f he let matters take their
course. And he had had enough
of shooting for one night. He
turned, as though to mount his
horae, whirled and landed A
ymashing lefl to the marshal's
jaw Beneath that blow the mar-
shal's head rocked baok, his body
fallowed

Ankrom's left fool came up
and he reached for the saddle
horn, grasped it Yet even as his
fingers closed about it and his
horse gol into motion a bullet
whistled past his hend. Before the
buckskin hnd taken seven’ rocket-
ing sirides guns were spittin
from all directions save dea
shead,

Lead sang perilously close -as
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¥ ou ain't no common puncher.
Ankrom let the statement lay.
Suspicion and unfriendliness were
iling qlp Plainly Trone and the
ter as subjects for conver-
sation waere taboo, "I'm not &
drifter.” he said. "I'm a man that
works at his trade. You don't
know of any outfits that are hirin'

“Not your kind of man.”

Ankrom ciushed his cigarette
upon his plate and with & laugh
rose Lo his feel.

“You might try that Rafter 1T
you mentioned!"

The spitefulness of the tone
drow Ankrom's eyes to the gan-
gling youth across the table,
“yanh " he said. "1 think | will."

For hours after leaving the
place Ankrom rode at a fog across
the range

The sun was swinging law be-
hind the western peaks when in
a valley spread below nim, An.
krom obtatned his first glimpse of
the Rafter T

Ankrom could pick out the
ranchhouse easily. [t was the only
building bonsting a veranda and
before it was parked n touring cat
—the car Lee Trone had entered
in Peso Pinto the night before

Ankrom sent the buckskin down
the trall. As he neared the build-
ings the talk and laughter of »
ﬁroup of lonlins punchers by the
unkhouse died down. He tould

feel their eyes upon him.
He swung down before the

ranchhouse porch

Ankrom put o row of parked ma=

He whirled, landed a smashing left to the
marshal's jat.

shines between himself and the
eriteHing forms.

Toward the second floors of the
wooden structures frlnxluﬁ this
sireet Ankrom's eyes were drawn
by the rattle and hang of windows
as, for a moment, the shooting
died down. Parted red curtains
framed womaen's pale foces from
half @ dozen houses. One, a little
nearer than the rest, leaned out
across the aill with beckoning
hand!

“Up here, cowboy! Quick!" she
eried. and Ankrom saw that she
had yellow hair that shone llke
a hafo. Then he waa gone, lear-
ing down the road at breakneck
wpeed while shouts and curses and
erashing wuns made the night hid-
BOUS

Ankrom's progress  westward
was leisurely, He doubled that
any town lay between Peso Pinto
in this direction nnd his objective,
the Rafter T. Nor was he wmnf,
The country. where not enlirely
sand and cactus, was semi-arid
desert country: habitations were
few and far betweoen.

The following morning he
stopped ot o small-spread ranch
and breaktasted There wos
plenty to ont; n fortunate eircum-

stance. for he was ravenously
hungry Smniunﬁ he and the
eancher sat awhile at the table
altor 1 had finished, and the
rancher's son aat with them. suck-

ing on a corncob pipe.

“Spems to me” Ankrom sald
eastially, “n felln named Trone
owns a spread around here some-
wheres—Rafter T, aln't {t?"

The rancher and his son ex-
ehanged furtive wlances. “Trone?

Well. veah. There is a Trone
around hero some olace. Friend
of his?'

“Don't even know him. Heard
his name mentioned couple times
In th business, nin't he?"
s fon spoke and his
rly: “You seem to
I abott Kim"

Suspicior

tOM ghrugged his shoul-
d o while in sis
r wpbere of suspicion
had settled upon this room. But
no awareness of the fact was per-
mittedd to show upon his [ace,
"Any outfl und here that could
hand?"
of a hand?" There

*What kind
rides for a

drawled,
usunlly

‘Get Outa Here!'

A MAN broke [rom the group,
i came striding forward  An-
krom, \\-'ilT.l:hlll}.' him come, saw
that he was a bottlo-nused man
whose bowed legs were encused
in searred bluek bat-wihg chops
His wos o burly Agure, solid and
strong and hard, He wus close to
forty, Ankrom Judged. There was
an arrogance in his stride and
gamething In his manner that be-
spoke 8 wicked temper, “You
loakin for somubody?"

“This the Rafter T?"

"You got any business on 1t?"

*“You got a special reason for
askin'?"

“I'm the felln thot runs this
outfit, I'm not doin’ any hirin’ so
you can just climb back on that
nag an' be on your way."

“I've got a job already, Abe
Streeter’s on  your payroll. Go
write his name in the book.”

The thin lips of the r:mf:n bogs
arted. Then, us though his mind

ad changed. he shut them with.
out speaking

Ankrom without a word swung
his safddle. He kneed the
toward the group o!
punchers A grin
twitehed across one man's lac
and varished Ankrom heard the
boss's volee brenk neross the sl
lence: “Where the hell you goin'?
But he didn’t renly

When he renched the bunk-
nouse he dismounted and traileo
the buckskin's reins No one spoke
while he took his blanket roll and
slicker from behind the cantle
But when he started to cross the
threshold a heavy hand elamped
viselike upon his shoulder, ferked
him around. He dropped the blan-

into
buckskin
watchin

ket roll and slicker. The boss's
face wns within three inches of
| his own,

“Damn you! | sald }—"

“I'm not deal” Ankrom's eyes
wore upon him with malicious in-
terest. 1 heard what vou sald the
first time. Mebbe vou don't une
derstand  American — 1 said I'd
been hired @ ly.”

“You got outs here!”

“You figgerin’ ta put me oul?’

There was a shifting of the
roup behind the burly man. He
poked arvund and scowled, His
glance shapped back to Ankrom
| His voleo was thick: "Whao hired
voul"

“That's somethin® you can talk
aver with al' man Trone An:
keom sald and, picking up lhis
| thingy, passed inside,
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Ankrom meets Lee's father, lo-
| morrew.

LOVE ON THE RANGE

BY NELSON C. NYE.
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TAILSPIN TOMM-Y-—Tommy Gets a Bhock!

BEN

Flooded Colorado BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER—The Bombshell

By HAL FORREST

MOW | WONDER WHAT
| 3MNOOT MEANT BY THAT
CRACKT

A 4 !
ONLY F A N-CE
St AMD ADDRESS TO"

s[abl !‘

I'M SORRY, TOMKINS, BUT )}
YOU CA
YOUR SHIP|

ENTER

WEBSTER'S CAREER—He Would, Too!

OH, IT'S YOU, MR.
JONES —
GLAD TO~

WHO ELSE'D YOU

THINK | WAS?
WHERE'S BEN?

>-....____1I

e

WHY, | LEFT BOTH BEN
AND BRIAR HERE WHEN
| WENT TO TOWN— HE

MUST BE ARQUND

OH, SO HE "MUST BE AROUND
SOMEPLACE EHE WELL, PON'T
STAND THERE LIKE A DUNCE!
GET HIM IN HERE FOR ME!

Tﬁ FIND HiM!

READ THIS .. IT
WILL TELL YOU

By EDWIN ALGER

[ GEE, IF JASON JONES WAS TH

X 0 IRTY
YEARS YOUNGER AN' DIDN'T HAVE A
CRIPPLED LEG, HE'D BE RUBBIN' HIS JAW
RIGHT NOW CAUSE /D SOCK M/M)]

WILL SAY TwIS
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WikY, WE JUST
BOUGWT THAT TO
TAKE THE WIDOW /

HE DOES
Wy _ RISHT OR 3
WRONG ,

FROM MY EXPERIENCE, WHEN

| A NEBD DOES ANNTHING,
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T LOOKS TO ME LIKE
HES THE NESS YOUVE BEEN
TRYING TO MAaxKE
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