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Octacon House

BY PHOEBE ATWOOD TAYLOR

The Story S0 Far: Asey Mayo, Cape
Cod detective, L Investipating the
murder of Marina Lorne, whoe hua-
band's post office mural has enraged
Quanecmet. She was killed by a left
handed blow from the knife of her
sister, Pam Frye. Interested pariies

; Tim Carr, once married (o
arina; Roddy Strutt, whoae alibying
plane crash was deliberote;, Peppy
, on artlst; Jlnnlngl. an irate

b s and ' p who
burned down the Frya's barn, biffed
Azey, Tim and Pam's father, de-
stroyed Jack Lorne's mural skatches,

ond defaced the mural itself. Minsing h

s o 250,000 lump of ambergrie Pam
found on the beack the day of the
murider

Chapter 40

strange Reception
“VOW.“ Asey Bld the Congress-
L man, "I'm goln' over to chat
with Roddy Strutt. I—that car
that's comin' has » press eard on
the windshield—so long!"
On the way to the Strutt house,

Elliott asked for the inside story of
the murder, and Asey briefly sum-
med it up for him,

“And you think Marina saw the "

ambergris first?" Ellioit said,
“from the plane—Asey, have you
thought that if she saw it, any
number of others, whoever they
were, might have seen it from the
plane, too?”

U? In the house, Carveth set in
motion half a doren servants
When things quleted down, Asey
nnd Ellioft found themselves sit-
ting out on the terrace that faced
the ocean, They wers ost en=
tirely surrounded by a serles of
Inrge silver trays,

“Cigars” Ellioit sniffed, and
helped himsalf to a handful. “Clga-
reltes — all very monogrammed
and crested and—phew! Turkish,
Three kinds of whisky. Soda, gin-
or ples, white rock. My, my—"
18 stood off and eyed the plates of
ora d'oeuvres, “just look st those
things!"

“Whatever became of Carveth?"
asked Asey.

Elliott shrugged. “He sald he
was going out to fetch Roddy."

"I wish” Asey sald, "he'd be
quick about It."

“Relax.” Elliott advised. “Have
a drink and eat up some of these
things. There's one kind | want to
tackle, but I want you to tackle 'em
first. If i¥s fish, I want to he
warned. Jean has some kind of fish
paste that makes my stomach
writhe just to look at it."

Asey picked up a plate of sand-
wiches, and methodienlly ate his
way, layer by layer, to the bottom
‘I didn’t,” he explained, “have an
dinner today. D'you suppose thi
coffee’'s any good here?”

“Thera's something you pull or

ush—here. I'll order some,” El-

lott said. “After all, ne told us to

make ourselves at home."

Asey fired into the air.

Agey admitied that he had given
that angle n considerable amount
of attention,

“As for Hoddy himself,” Elliott
sald, “I personally can't ra?! o kind
word for him. I don't think he's

ol the brains of an ox. | don't
think it's ever been my misfortune
to meet a wenker and stupider

unf man. But somehow [ feel

hat it Hnddi«; had killed that wo-

man, you'd have been extremeoly
positive nbout him by now. Roddy
wouldn't have had the wit to use
Pam Frye's knife, for example. If

Ruddr ever got up courage enough
to kill anyone, he'd lay such a
stupidly elnborate plan that you've
have seen through it in a second.
Like this business of erashing the
plane for an allbi. [t was expen-
sive, and it was spectacular, and it
was elaborate, but it wasn't very
brifh:_ He might have killed him-
self. And he doesn't seem to have
h:kl'ﬁl Hihe pilot into consideration
at ull.

“That's true,” Asey said. "He
wasn't even bright enough to be
solicitous nbout Brigham an’ his
hurts. If he'd had an ounce of
sense, Roddy's have taken him to
the hospital himself, an' ealled in
every specialist within 100 miles,
Then he'd have had Brigham on
his side, instend of havin' Brigham
hatin' him, an' wonderin® what the
whole business meant anyway.
Well, we'll soon be seein’ things"

The Filipino with the cauliflower
ears was guarding the closed en-
trance to the driveway, If he rec-
ogntzcd Asey ns the man who had
tried to come in the doy before, he
fm'e no sign of It, but he refused
o let them through until he had
called the house.

“Mr. Strutt.” he sald at last, “he |

come,"
Deserted

ARVETH STRUTT tripped

! down the drivewsy with the
odd springy walk that Asey noticed
80 ofien in rt. fat men

"Mayol" d. "And—why, It's
Elliott, Larry mnn, I'm=o glad
you've pome! Thi rery decent of
you, very 1 nssure you that we
won'l forget this!"

He asked the boy who brought
the coffee where Mr. Strutt had
gone. but the boy didn't know.

This Is Not Funny!

IM beginnin' to have a horrid
feelin’," Asey said. “that we
been foxed Come on. Let's find out
fust what'n time is goin' on here.”

Elllott pulled the bell cords, but
no one pnswered the summons.

“Let's try vellin® There was poo-
ple enough fittin' arsund when we
come!" Asey suggested

They yelled No one cama,

"Well, wo'll pull every damn hell
cord in sight, simultaneously,” El-
lott sald, "and see what happens
then!"

But nothing happened

“I'm damned)" Elliott said angrl-
I¥. “I'm eveflastingly dumned!
What do these birds think they're
trying to pull, I'd like to know!"

“Let's hunt," Asey zaid.

They hunted through the house,
and around the house,

Finally, Asoy drew out his old
Colt, and fired it into the air
“"That," he said, “ought to do some-
thing!"

In n minite n house boy ap-
peared, He was followed by more
servanis. At last Carveth wearily
walked up to where- Asey and
Elliots stood,

“Have you found him?™"

“Have we," Asey askod, “found
who?"

“Roddy!"

“Listen,"” Asey sald, “Th
funny. This 18 not smart

“It's a damned outrag E
was thoroughly aroused. "We come
hete to help you, and to nelp yow
precious nephew—and what hap.
pens? You stick us—you maroon
us! You maroon us on a piazza and
go away, leaving us to coal our
heels while vou it around —damn
it, man! I'm not used te being kept
waiting! I'm not used to such Lreat-
ment! What's the meaning of al!
this? Where is Roddy ™

“He's disappenred,” Carvoth was
so excited that he squenked. “He's
disappeared! He's gone!"

(Copyriehl, IIR Phosbs dimésd Taylos)
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John Stevens, Inventor
The histary of transporation  in
Americn might be a vastly differont

story I It had not been for tne In- |

ventivae genius of Colonel Jahn Steve
ens, early American inventor

Stevens was nearly 40 when he
turned to the study of steam sngines
and thelr adaptation to water craft,
In 1788 he bullt we firat multltubu-
lar boller en record for ume in his
maring siglnes

In'a dealre to protect thin invene
tlon, Stovens petitloned Congress for
A patent law, Hy profession o lawyer
In New York., Stovens was anbls to
draw up & spcessful outline for u
patent saystem which waa passed by
Congress as the Patent Law of 1700,
the foundation of the present Patent
Offlce

THE MONITPR
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Stevens was the [iret man to apply
tha principle of serew propulalon to
navigation, bullding {n 1804 a steam-
| bout with two underwater propell-
|ers of the screw type in tho stern,
| Stevens then ditected hls efforts
llow.u-d the Inventlon and develop-
| ment of high-pressurs steam spgines
| und bollers. In 1807 he built, with
ald from s =on, Robert, the Ride-
wheel steamboat, Fhoenix. launch-
ing it only s few days after Fulton's
Cleremont took to tha water,

While Pulton's engine was {mport-
o from England. Steven's wis home-
made, Pulton, however, bent Stevena
to u franchisa to operate a steam-
boat llte on the Hudson, sb the lat-
ter boldly salled through the ‘Atlan-
tie Ocean to the Delawnrs HRiver—

0R. g 3. MORLAN,
o ‘f'éiﬁgf{':o

first ocean voyage of a Hteam-power-
ed craft,

Stavens establitied the first regu-
lar scheaduled steamboat line on the
Dalaware and Connectiout Rivers and
in 1811 started the firat steam-pows-
ered ferry from Hoboken, N. J., to
New York City, Stevens then turped
to mailroading, In 1815 obtaining the
first rallr2nd charter tn Ametlea —
from' the Delawars to the Raritan
Rivers.

Hi bulit the first locomotive with
a4 multitubular boller and mn it on
the firkt rallway track In this coun-
try. He bullt an lronclad ship in
1813 for the double-track milrcad to
run from Albany to Lake Erle, to re-
place the siower Eris Barge Canal.

Tomarrow: The World's smallest
public park.

Clty Leases Gom AMine.

REDDING, Cal —(UP)—Thi eity in
probably the only one In the world
that owns a munieipal gold mine
The mine was leased to a Sacramento
campany which has been fperating
It for two months. ‘The olty's first
monthly 10 pe t gut amounted to
81000, and far the scond month
81,250,70,

| Distress Not so Aente

ANUHORAGE. Alazka —(UP|—Pilot
Gordon McKenmzio was flylng peacs-
ably along when he notlced oelow a
Inrge plle of brush Inld out In the
form of a cirele—it was a sgnal of
distreas. He landed. A trader rushs
| t out to greet him and handed him
| —an order for cod liver oil and a
Jar of face cream,

| autolst had his

Auto Thief Glves Advice.

OTTAWA, Ont—(UP)—AnL Ottawn
car stalen. oput re-
colved 4 bit of advice from the thief
who took it,
car, the thief left a note: "If you
tnke your kevs out when you park
your car., you won't have It gtolen

After abandon:ing the |

again."

MEDFORD MATL TRIBUNE, MEDFORD, OREGON. THURSDAY, JULY 14, 4938,

PUTTING THINGS AWAY

KT ONCE

SRS
WiLLiams 7-13

15 REMMDED HE HAS

STARTS DOWN CELLAR.  SFT
LEFT HAMMER ON LIVING* WITH IT, BRUANCING I TABLE,WHILE HE 60ES 10
ROOM TABLE AHD WILL  ON FINGER
HE PLEASE PUTIT AWAY

L

TALK To EVDIE SEL2ER,  HALL TABLE, STARTS FOR
WHOM HE HEARS WHIS-  CELLAR, SPINNING ITIN
TLNG OUTEIDE AR

(Oopyright, 1838, by The Ball Syndl

IT DOW|

N ON HALL

CRTCHES I ON SHIN  HAMMER STAYS FORGOTIEN  ON RIS WAY 5ToP5 1o BEFORE TAKING If DOwWN

INSTEAD OF IN HAND  ON FLOOR, UNTiL FATHER Al-  CALL UP BUD BEMIS; CELLAR, TRIESTH AIX NAIL
MOST TURNS ANKLE ON 1T REMEMBERS HAMMER N HIS SHOE. HAMMER
START6 DOWN CELLAR. HALFAN HOUR LATER  EVENTUALLY TURNS UP
WITHIT AGAIN ON LIVNG-ROOM TABLE

Inc.)

FORGETS ABDUT HAMMER
UNTIL MOTHER SEES ITON

S'MATTER PO

By 0 M PAYNE

HeLLoAMBRoIE
Yin YA Stlow us

.

TAILSPIN TOMMY—Fotter A W.O.L.

FTER TOMMY
ROOWLY ESCAPED
DEATH, WHEN THE
CONTROL WIRES OF
HIS RACING PLANE
SMAPRED, DUE TO
ACID BEING POURED
UPON THEM BY
MYSTERIOUS HANDS,
THE SHIP WAS HAULED
BACK TO THREE-
POINT FACTORY FOR
REPAIRS. PAUL
BEGAN TO CHECHK,
UP ON MECHANICS
WHO HAD BEEMN NEAR
THE PLANE BEFORE
IT TOOK OFF. HE
HAS SEMT FOR TWO,

By HAL FORREST

TO SEE
ME, CHIEE?

%

375 i

FOR LIMITED TIME ONLYZ SEN
STAMP WITH
HAL FORREST, %o THIS

YES, WILRINS,
WHER% 15

POTTER? | SENT
FOR HIM ALSO

i DONT KNOW,
CHIEF, HE DIDN'T
REPORT TO THE
SHOP TODAY. .

YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS TO
PAPE

R, FOR SET DF
MODEL PLANS OF THE DOUGLAS Dlg%. PLAME

BEN WEBSTER'S OAREER—Misunderstanding?

&l \0U TOOK TO
= TOWN, BEMT

THE NEBBS—Everything Ts All Right Now

STOPFED ME ON THE
STREET TO BUY IT=—

"WHAT HAPPENED TO SOLD IT TO THE FELLOW GEE, THAT'S
THE TURKEY WHC RUNs THE BUsY SWELL] ... g0
BEE RESTAURANT= HE CRYIN' QUT LOW,

WHAT'S HAPaEAED
TO BEN ?HE Looks
LIKE HE'S BEEN
TO A FUNERAL=

"}

£ -

] HE SA10 WE
G \c-ua BUCK ..
A e

&
' -

WELL, 1 HAD IT QLT WITH STE\E\
ABOUT THE PROPERTY. OFFERED

= HIM S500 FOR WIS )

TEREST AND )/

ONLY WANTED __~

"'-'? HE SAID HE SAW A LAMNER.
I/ AND Wwas TOLD THAT SINCE
!”‘ HE TURNED UP ALVE HE HAD AN
N THE PROPERTY AND
TO SELL HIS INTEREST 1O ME
FOR A DOLLAR TO CLEAR UP
MY TITLE... THATS NICE
OF STEVE.
2

F INTEREST
|

HE
WHAT?
s BEE
THAT
WILL BE
ALL,
WILKINS | |

DOTTER
MAN!

HE WAS

'LL BET
Y LAST DIME

_BY SNEADE! /

PLL GET THE
POLICE OM HIS

IS THE

LEAVES TOWMN|
HIRED Ly

TRAIL BEFORE HE

| GoT IT! BEN SAW THE JIPPEMS

WELL, I'LL SETTLE THAT RIGHT
HERE AND NOW |

(T TE by Jup Servme Willinamy

LEAVE HERE AN' MAYBE HE THINKS
'M UP TO SOME TWO-TIMIN STUFF -

By 80L HESS

FOR A LOT OF

-
LR

YOU KNOW, IVE LWED wWiTH You

A WORLRYING 1S THE BEST THIMNG YOoU

A DO - AWHY DONIT NOU HANG OUT A
SIS T WwHY WORRY_LLET NEBS DO
FOR, you®

NEARS AMND 1 FIND \
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