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The Story 8o Far Neariy eciipunis
n Quanomet had a motive for murs
dering unscrupulous Maring Lorne,
including the enriged citizens cari-
catured in her hutband's post office
mural. But Asey Maye, Cape Cod de-
teative, thinks she was killed for a
$50,000 lump o) ambergris belonging
to her siater Pam Frue Although she
was killed by ¢ left handed blow from
Pam's knife, Asey believer Both Pam
and left handed Tim Carr, a boarder
at the Frye's Octagon Houde are in-
nocent. Maring was once marrigd to
Tim, and also played around toith
Roddy Strutt. Then the barn la et
on fire by someong trying to locate
the miszsing ambergrts, and Asey, Tim
and Pom’s father are knocked out by
perion or persoma unknown. Two
troopers, who disappeared, are [ound
stranded on Dune Island

Chapter 33
A Nice ldea, Anyway

"WE GOT the guy who knocked
us out,” salc the short trooper
"Where?" Asey asked briefly,

“We got two pictures. while it
was still light. O'Malley had his
camera. He's a camers fan. see?
And we'll getl that quv—="

“Where's the camera?” Asey de-

manded.

"“Where'd you out it Shorty?"
O'Malley asked

"h?a? You've got it.”

“I gave it to you. You've got it!"

YSoy, | guess—"

“Wait up,” Asey said, “Who had
it last?"

“When we got out of the boat."
O’'Malley said, "1 has it, and | give
It to Shorty to hold while | tried
to pull the boat up. but the under-
tow was too much—"

Y80 we let the old tub go, but we
kept the camern dry.” O'Malley
said. “Then we walked over here.
It was daybreak then, ané we went
to sleep. Wera we ever dead!”

“And vou've been sleenin’ ever
since?"

“No," Shorty sald, “we got up
and tried to hail o fishing, boat to
take us off. The engine waked us
about nine. But they {ust waved at
us and went on. Thought we was
fust being friendly, I guess”

“Bver think of swimming back?"
Asey inquired,

After i polgnant sllence, Shorty
admitted that whereas they could
swim. they were not experts

T gee,” Asey anid, "Now, where's
the camera?"”

It was Timothy who finally
found it, burled deep in the soft
dry sand of the dune.

‘But vour pictures have pfft.”
he sald. "See? The film's exposed,
One of vou gave the cameras 8 good
awift kick with a nlee heavy boot.
It's coming apart—it's dripping
parts! Here—"

O'Malley grabbed {t from him,
and then turned to his companion

Yo

"No," Shorty sald firmly. *1
didn't. That's where you was sleep-
ing last. And vou bheen kicking
around a lot, You done it yvourself
Well, there's that bright ldea of
yours al}—"

"Let's !unuum It up," Asey said
hafore O'Malley could let himself
go, "by admittin® that the Pirlures
was a nice [dea that didn't work.
Now, let's gort What happened to
you?"

It began, Shorty nnnounced.
with him. He thought he saw some-
one near the barn. Before seiling
out to investigate, he enlled O'Mal-
loy, and the tw s of them went back
to the woods togethor.

“We icaded for the barn
Shorty sald, “and then I seen some-
thing move In the woods to the
right. so we went there. and some-
ane made n noise, and T pushed
thtough a bush ‘near that sort of
summer house, and wham! That
was that. Somehody biffed me”

“And he squenked” O'Malley
eald, "and I came running up to
where he was—and wam! | got
mine. T nover was hit so hard in
all my life! The guy must of had a
billy. When T come to, my hend
was gplitting. And then 1 found
Shorty, and then we hoeard some-
one running—boay. war that a
chage!"

‘A Horrld Scowl'
'\’OU got knaeked out before the
Are” Asey said “1 see. Then
the feller went to Lorne's and ac-
counted for Aaron, Now. what
about the fire?"

What fire?” Shorty snid. "After
we pulled ourgelves togother we
ssen  aomeone running  beyond
Jack Lorne's. and we ehased him
clear to Chatham—"

“What? Whn was it? How?"

*We grabbed a enr parked there
by the snrner Belonged to some
tourist I'enese Had Indiann plates
And wy nand this guv that wos
Tunaimg-—~he 2ol into a sedan with
Jersey plates Heo turred out ta be
a taurist, too Nice muy He was

taking nletires the seene of the
erima for his pollection.” O'Malley
snld, “Bov A4 he sver have an
oy tfir!"

“Then what?"

"We gtarts ack in thiz Indiana

ear,” Shorty sald, "ant® we left It
wheare we found it. and then we

geen this ather guy running sut of
the woods.that place was laysy
with peonle! So we run after
him—* [[i
“By then afd. "the biffer|
having !ai d you oitt, 1 sup

poss. I'm—"

‘an'

Asey sala,
see {1 it turns out like | think."

They had chased th. man to th
river. where he grabbed a boat

“Let em go ol

followed him in thell
feaky tub Pam's boats had caugh)
their eye, but the chains hag
thwarted them in their haste.

“Then” Bhorty said “all of &
sudden we got into a current ane
the anrs we found in the bopat
wasn't much, and one got losl over
nﬁurd. and while we tried to go
that—"

“You lost the other,” Asey snld

"How'd vou now?"

Asey sighed, “Paople always do
Well, | guess it happened abou
the way [ thought He got yvou, Tin
an’ then he got these two, and the
he got Aaron Frye. Shorty an
O'Mallay got sidstracked to Chat
ham, an' durin’ that time the biffe:
ﬁat me. Then. as he left the woods

e run into the trpopers comin
back. an' they all had their litth
boat trip—when'd vou take vour
pictures?"

“When we came back from Chat
nam. as he was on the edgge of the
woods You see, | had my camers
ready to take a' shot—"

“What did he ook 1ike?"

“He was big."”

“An' strong.” Asoy said, *“Yes
know all that. But what did he loo)
like? How tall was he? What size?’

Fifteen minutes of questioning
brought forth anly the information
that the man was big and dark,

“You followed him all that time
an' that's all wou can tell?" Ase
demanded

“It was dark in the woods'

Shorty sald. "And he was big an¢
dark—"
“Blg and dark” Tim said “anc
daubtlees about to start on a long
long lourney. oversens Why [snw
mate of him in atenth of a secons
than you two did In all vour chase
I know that he had a hareld scow!
—what did you say, Asey?"

Wheelbarrows And Things
“1 SAID. the next time these fel

lers went off on chases,”" Asey
wagged o forefinger toward the
troppers, “they belter remembe)
all the things they got taught in
school. about how to nlage an' de-
goribe people; Just leave your
enmerns for your lighter moments
Big, an' dark: an' mad! A woman
woulld of been able to do better
than that, Least she could say what
he wore."

“Dungarees and a dark shirt"
Shorty said. "1 know that much
No hat. And listen—this'll make
you kid us more than ever, but thie
fellow that knocked us out. 1 don'y
think he was the first person |
saw, before [ called O'Malley. The
firat one wasn't so big"

“Perhaps” Tim snid. “he got
biﬂ‘pfnr the more you gaw of him"

t was differont peonle.” Shortv
inalsted.

Tt should have been," Asey told
him. "The first one you seen wis
the one that fired the barn Then
the hiffer got you. and vou chased
him again after vour interlude
with the tourist that took the nice

ietures, Now, there's n few more
ittle d'tails T want to get settled
before we go back. Did either of
you see Anron Frve wheelin® some.
thin' into the barn. vesterday?”

The troopers stared al him.

“Why, he eorried soms eonl out,”
Shorty sald, after n pauge. "1 asked
if I could help. the frst trip. 1
helped him dump it He told me he
ecould manage the rest.”

“1 see.” Asey said,
Apparently Aaron Had firstrcar-
ried a load of eoal out in the bar.
row, and thus lessened any sus-
folons anyone might have had
nee having implanted the iden
that ha was earrying out coal. he
could carry out the amhergria 1
see,” Asey sald again “Now. did
you spot anyvone careyin’ anythin'
out of the barn?”
Shorty shook his head. “1 don't
think &0, You see anyone
O'Mallay?”
"1 don't know, It scems to me—
who helped Frye later? Someone
was doing some earting. That
womann. the ona with the cat.”
"Oh, not Gran." Tim =said "She's
not mueh of a one for carting She's
better at telling pennle where to
eart, if vou know what | mean.”
“No, she was the ane.” O'Malley
sald. "1 know, because the ent was
sitting In the wheelbarrow. big as
1ife. Sho had th* barrow ™
T do remember, now™ Tim
sald “Tt was after they put up the
barbad wire. after the erowd had
trampled around the Nower beds

and lht.'z

Gran couldn't stand it so she wont
and tried to repair the damage 1
was flitting around.” he cxplained
to Asey. “with Hanson and over at
Lorne's. trving to eateh sight of
thore papers Gran did do some re.
pair work, on the z2innias. and
ntnbably she used the barrow then
What does it al) =ig 2

“Was that after Anron did his
earting, or hafare?™ Assy wanted
to know

“T don't
O'Malley
toll vou, ve
It was arat
hov wns
frowned

think I remember”™
ald, "After. | guess

erday was 1
1

the times tha

h barrows®
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