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BY PHOEBE ATWOOD

fLOt'r«ou House

TAYLOR

e story Ne Far: Asey Mayu, Cape
Cod detective, i investipating the
murder of Marina Lorne, whole hus-
Quanoraat. She ons wliad by & laft

t. way v o left

handed blow from her stster's knife.
knows Pam Frye s innocent,

as well as Tim Carr, boarder ot the
Frue's Octagon Houre. Marina was
married to Tim, unknoum to Jack
, and alao had played around
with Roddy Strutt, who iz noto being
“menaced.” Then the barm burna

i

:

found unconscious in the Lorne's cot-
tage. The problem uppermost in
Asey’s mind Ls a $50,000 lump of am-
bergris Pam found the day of the
murder. Pam hid {t {n the coal bin,
and her father moved it to the barn.

Chapter 30

Asey's Opinion

"DID Aaron hear anyone in the
house when he came to?" Dr.
Cummings asked.

“He didn’t hear anythin' or any-
one,”" Ascy sald, “until Pam called
him. He didn't have a_watch, an’
the time element's all confused.
He must have been out for a good
while, though*

' “How'd he get the ambergris in-
to the barn?"

“Belleve it or not," Pam sald,
*he just ca.uulJlr wheeled it there
yesterday morning.”

“He didn't!® Cummings sald.

“He did," Ascy nasured him.
*Same order of things as my paint-
in' an' puttyin' gu!erdn“. With
troopers to the right of him an'
troopers to the left of him, he
wheeled it out to the barn in an
offhand manner—it was still cov-
ered up with the tarpaulin—an'
dum it Into an old zinc lined
feed bin. The cops didn't say a
word. Aaron was bein' open an'
abovehoard, an’ they was sort of
losin' interest in doggin' his foots
steps by then anyways, an' Han-
son was away at the time. That's
how that happened.”

“And Asey doesn't think that
the ambergris was in the barn
when it burned,” Pam said. “Of
course, that particular bin waa
near the door, and I suppose it

would be the first thing anyone | w,

would look into—but see here,

, If the person who fired the
barn actually had looked around
beforehand, he'd have found the
ambergris right off the bat! And
then thers wouldn't have been anr
need of _burnl.ng the barn at all,

ens—
“No," Asey sald. "He looked
uuun;l. an' couldn't find it so he
burned the barn in order to get us
to point it out.”
“Listen, Asey,” Pam said. “Take
it slowly. Get the whole picture. I
ut the stufl in the coal bin, Father
nds it‘ and has a fanciful notion
that it'l] be safer in the barn. So
he takes [t there. Someone wants
to know where the ambergria is.
You elaim thal they looked around
the barn—well, it they did any
hunting at all, they certainly found
It in the bin. And If they didn't

hunt for it then it just got burned |
A

“They. looked for it" Asey re-
malad. “an’ they didn't find it, so
ey set the barn on fire lo see If—"

“If they didn't find the ambergris
In the bin" Pam interrupted,
*where in heaven's name was it
Asey? You just aren't makin
sense!”

“Sure I am,” Asey sald. "Your
father put it in the bin. But some-
ene moved it from the bin after

ur futher put it there, an' before

] ieraon who fired the barn be-

!n is huntin’. That's clear, ain't

“Asey Mayo, do you mean that
there's more than one person after
this ambergris?"

“I'm sort of beginnin' to think,
Asey admitted In a characteristic
undersiatement, “that maybe per-
haps there pnr.sfhl_'.- might be."”

Barn Burner Or Biffer?

WOI" Cummings said. “Two?
What do you mean, two?"

"Two people, or two sets,” Asey
#aid. "Maybe more. Probably more,
I wouldn't know. That's what 1
been wrestlin' with in my mind, |
think the foller that fired the barn
ain't the one that biffed Tim Carr
and Anron un' me. The barn burn-
er uses his head. The biffer seems
to be a violent sort of lad. The
barn burner--"

“You certainly can't eall him any
qulet shrinking violet!” Pam inter-
rupted. "And after all, arson lsn't
one of the gentler crimes!™

*I kpow. But I think the person
that burmned the barn hunted
through it first, and then waited
around to ace If his burnin' theory
worked out, N'en I think he called
it a day, an' left. N'en 1 think that
someone else carried on the violent
glﬂ, biftin* your father before the

re, an' Tim an’ me afler it. An'—"

“And what about those two
troopers, O'Malley and what's-
his-name?” Cummings asked

Asey shrugged. “No one knows
Hanson's tryin' to solve that one
right now. P'raps they landed up
with the violent gent, p'raps they
didn't. They're not within a mile
of this place, anyway. It's been
looked over again this morning.”

“Listen,” Pam =sald. “I've got an-
other idea, Suppase sameone found
the ambergris in the bin, removed
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thought of it, but I don't like
| Ad told her. “If he'd have
swiped It, he'd have beaten it and
not passed for the fire to call atten:
tion to things. Firin® the barn then
might of lost him too much time,
and of course, how an' when could
anyone of got the ambergris away,
with that mob in the woods, later.

“Perhaps that's why Shorty and
O'Malley are missing. . Pethaps
ﬂudv saw the man take it away,
and perhaps they went after it.”

“Walt an' let me get straightened
out,” Cummings said. “Aaron put
it in the barn. Sameone else—call
him B, removes It. Someone else—
call him C—hunts for it, an' can’t
find it, an' so he burns the barn,
And now you think there's still
gnother person, D, who's respon-
sible for the violent bifings that
went on. Well, that leaves you with
three people, or one person three
times, or—oh, it’s beyond me! And
suppose the ambergris was taken
from the barn—where was it
taken lo1"

*Not very !'nri" said.

“And who did it?" Pam demand-
ed. “Who Is this B, and who's C,
nnd who's DY Who are they?"

“Who,” Asey returned, “did your
slster Marina tell about the amber-
gris before she was killed?"

“1 don't think Marina told a
soul,” Pam insisted, “I truly don't.
She was out to get that for herself.
And supposing that she did tell
someone, She and he person
would have teamed up and
whisked it off long before 1 got
over there to the garage at ten-
thlr‘tf. And—"

"Wait,"” Cummings sald. *Whait
another second. Suppose for the
sake of the argument that Marina
told someone about the ambergris,
and suppose the person decided to
get it for himself., And with the
nmbergris ns a motive, suppose
they killed Marina, and—"

‘Good An' Thwarted”

"YOU ean stop supposing right
there," Pam suid, “If someone
killed het for the ambergris, why
in the world didn't they take it
after they killed her, Friday niqht?
hy did they leave it for me?"
“How do you know they did
leave It for you?" Adey azked.
“You left it in the garage because
you didn't have any way of re-
movin' it. I's perfectly possible
that the person who killed Marina
was in the same position. You've
hunted ambergris all your life, but
you never thought about trans-
portation problems. Marina could
uive been killed for the ambergris,
and the person could of been
stumped on the transportation
MFle just the same way. Now,
let’s suppose—"

"No,” Cummings =aid, “don"
let's suppose. Let's stop supposing
I ciin suppose up to a certain point
beautifully, but from there on into
higher mathematics, my mind
doesn't funetion, And my mind's
had enough, BExcept just this—
suppose that the person who killed
arina  didn't know anything
about the amber{]ris at all, and
suppose they killed her because
she put Lorne up to doing those
caricatures in the mural. That's
what ‘everyone in the town of
Quanomet firmly believes, any-
wav. Asey, do vou think she was
killed for the ambergris, or be-
cause of the caricatures?"

Asey shrugged.

“You must have some opinion,”
Cummings said.

"Seems to me," Asey remarked,
“that $30,000 worth of ambergris
is a_sounder motive than just bein®
mad at bein' painted into a ple-
ture. You eould fix the picture up
some dark night with a can of

aint or a bit of paint remover. In
act, you could ehip off a little of
the offendin’ face each time vou
went for your mail. But with »
person like Marina, | don't think
yout could put your finger on one
special thing an' eall that the mo-
tive, She seems to have been the
#ort who inspired people with mo-
tives for murder.”

Pam sighed. “That's true
enough,” she sald. "Oh, dear, this
gets so complicated—Asey, if this
E;r_’r‘snn found the ambergtis in the

in, what did they do with 17"

“I don't think thoy |;N It awa
very far,”" Asey sald, "an' 1 don't
| think they'll get far with It tryin’
to sell it. Because I did some
1phnnm‘ last night. I'd ought to
1ive, before. There's only a limited
number of people who'd buy that
stuff, If anyone has managed to
get it away, and if they manage to
get it to Boston or New York,
|th|.'}"re like to find themselves

good an' thwarted.”

"{}.‘e-v." Pam said, “this s in-
sane! Consider if they didn't pet
it away, it's still here, or here-
abouts! But you've gone over the
Iwhule vicinity, hunting for those
troopers—hundreds of people have
| —and if the ambergris had
around, you or §
have found it. But y
i you ask me, the a
| burned up last n
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STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX

For further proof address™the author, {nclosing & stamped envelope for reply. Reg. U. B. Pat. OfL.
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Smallest Tea Sel

A complate ten Aervica for three
people, consisting of 16 soparate
pleces, was hammered from s aingle
dime by W. O, Coxeter, San Disgs
Jeweler

The set consisis of an oval tray,
Just as wide and twicr as long as the
original ditne; a teapot with cover, s
sugnt bowl with cover, 'a areamer, hot
waler piicher, orond tray and apoon
holder, and three cups, saucers and
apoons,

*There s aothitg tn this Lillipu-
taln 18-piece st but that onae new
dime and a little solder Coxter says.
"80 lttls solder. In Inct, that the =ot
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ladio Antennae

A aingle, well-constructed acrial s
capabla of pleking up all the raido
programs in the world capabie of
reaching It. yet not more than 10
programs éan be transmitted from
ong antennn,

According to the Pedoral Communis
tical limitation to the number of stue |
common aptenna be-
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“Practically speaking, such opera-

tion i= limited to perhaps five or ton

whighs a trifle less than a new dime, | programas sliide it (8 necessary to have
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Naming of July

Originally named Quintilis because
it was the [ifth month of the old
Homnan yenr. July got Ita present |
ramae to appease Jullus Caesar hee
cause he wWas not elecied Emperor by
the Romana.

There were but 30 days in Quintills,
0 another was added 10 prevent any

other month from exceeding that of

tend the meeting tonight at T:48
o'clock In Townssiid hall on West
Main atrest.  All delegntes have re-
turnad trdm e eanvention and wil
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TAILSPIN TOMMY—Betty Hops Off]

/I

GQEAT ACTIVITY AT THREE-
POINT AS OUR FRIENDS
» MAKE READNM TO FLY TO
| # MIAMI TO ENTER THE
/’ INTERMATIONAL RACES
| p j BETTY LOU, ENTERING
THE GIRL-PLOTS CROSS-
COUNTRY RACE TO THE
BIG AIR MEET,
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BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER—S8old!
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SUBURBAN HEIGHTS

IN ORDER -0 ESCAPE THE INEVITABLE G0SSIP SESSION,
WHEN HIS WIFE FELL IN WiTH MRS. PLUMER AT THE MARKET,
FRED PERLEY OFFERED TO PUT MR5. PLUMER'S BUNDLES IN
HER CAR FOR HER; BUT HE GOT AN ERRACHE JUST THE SAME,
BECAUSE UNFORTUNATELY HE PUT -THEM IN THE WRONG (AR
WHICH DROVE OFF BEFORE TWE LADIES CAME OUT

(Copyright, 1938, by The Bell Syndicate, Ine )
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