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1ed w.aty So Far: Unscrupulous
Marina Lorne, whose husbands post
office mural has sroused Quanomet,
fs murdered by o left honded blow
L:::m her sister's knife. Suspected
Frye disoppears becauss an un-
knoum person who smokes Turkish
tobaceo {a tralling her to discover the
whereabouts of £50,000 worth of am-
bergris she found the doy o] the nur-
der, Agreeable Tim Carr, a boarder
at the Frye's Octagon House, {s left
handed Turkigh tob and
hated Marina, Asey Mayo, Cape Cod
detective, eavesdrops outside the
Woman's Exchange on gabby Netile
Hobbs who swears Pam is the mur-
derer. Peggy Boone, an aortist, tells
Nettie sha taa lar. Then Roddy Strutt,
whose plane smashed in the aquare
the night before, peys Nettie o keep
hig name out of ler story,

Chapter 16
Roddy’s Check

SEY was brought ¢ earilh by
Nettie's voice at his elbow.

“What do yvou think you're do=
Ing?"

“What's that?" .&w{ hastily put
on the gold rimmed glasses before
turning around. “What's that?"

“What do you think you're do-
Ing?" Nettie ralsed her voice, and
Am& promptly took his cue.

“What say?"

“What are you dolng?" Nettle
bellowed.

“Paintin'," Asoy said, gently,

"Who told you to paint here?
Whant do you mean, trespassing
and defacing m['f Fmperty—sot
‘w%‘ before 1 call the constable!"

“What say?"  Asey asked.
“What's that? I'm a mite hard of
hearin', marm.”

He made her repeat it five times,

carting off thot plane in handluls
You'd think they neverseen a plant
before. Well, 1 don't care. | tried
to do my duty, but now I've given
up, Asey, what in the nume of God
makes people nct this way? What's
that plane mean to 'em nn‘vhnw'.'
It ain't got a thing to do with the
murder ar the aural."

"Well," Asey sat down beside
him, “what's pickle limes got to
do with things? Or flower holders
made out of old coffes ting? But
people are buyin' pickle limes an
cut=up coflee cans over at the Ex.
change. like this was the last

chance they had to buy ‘em in this
world, Jerry, what tjme last night
did ‘this plane erash?"

and then he assumed an injure
expression.

|
You mean; this ain't the Red

Men's Hall?" l
“It's the Woman's Exchangn]‘“|

Nottie yolled, “The Woman's Ex-

change! Woman's Exchange!”

“They do?" Asey «nid. "1 want
to know, now/"

"You deaf old fool, this Isn't the
Red Men's Hall, this js—"

“Then if it ain't the Red Men's
Hall,” asc» peered down at her,
“then you uwe me ffly cents for
time, an' a quarter for paint. I'll
make it sixty cents cash money.”

Finally, from sheer exhaustion,
she gave him the sixty cents. Asey

keted it gravely, and removed
imself and his cans. |

It was no task to mingle with |
the crowd until Nettle emerged
from the alley, and he could hard-
Iy have helped joining In with the
young mob that followed her up
the street to the bank,

arking his palnt cans on the
back doorstep, Asey strolled in
the bank's rear door and knocked
on the %'Inaa of the prealdent’s little
oubby hole. He had always won-
derod why he had allowed him-
self 1o be made an honorary di-
reqtor of the bank's main branch,
and now, he thought as he waited,
he knew.

Serlously Involved

THE amount of Roddy Strutt's
theck, which he had In his
hands nlmost as soon #s Nettie de-
posited it, startled him,

Five ‘thousand dollars, he
thought as he picked up his paint
cans outside, meant that Roddy
wasn't just trying lo keep his name
out of this affalr. It meant that
Roddy was seriously involved.
Roddy had no reputation for opon-
handedness, It had takei a court
battle to make him pay for smash-
ing up Bill Porter's car in that
accitlent the yeor bitore, And yet
he'd given Nettle a check for
$6,000, just like that!

But, he remembered suddenly,
how could Roddy Strutt possibly
be involyed in this mess? Presum-
ably he was fiying around in his
new airplane and wreeking it

Pam knew nothing about the
erash, and she would have been)

told by Nettie if it had occurred|y,

]

before Nettie left Octagon House |
at ten-thirty. Jennle Mayo said
that Roddy had wrecked the plane
on his.wm- home from tegging his
friend's plane, Marina Lorne had
dashed away from the garage,
leaving the ambergrls, In order|
to see some artist, some friend of
Roddy’s, who was shortly leaving |
for New York In a plane, presum- |
ably wvin Providence.

Sorted out, that meant that the
artist friend had left between six
and seven. Roddy's plane had|
crashed after tensthirty. It would |
not have tiken all the intervening |
time for Roddy to trail the other|

plane to the airport, and to return | wn highways®"

to Quanomet, Roddy might, of | “You contld nlwavs try.” Asey |
ourse, have stopped over en|gald. "Whils you're st it eolledt
aute, but {f he had crashed on| parkin' foes from too, You
hin return Inte at night, why on | got signs up ' that more'n

ecarth was he presenting Nettie
with ¢hecks, .\mi lavishly promis- |
Ing her more to keep him out of
her murder story? |
Asey strolled Hack to the square
and to his remote cousin Jerry

“The Pilot Feller'

"I‘\'R given up," he sald. "I've

given up, You might s well
try to stop Ning'ra, as these tour-
Iste, They don't glve a damn how
many cars they jum into this place,
or how many they bump, They've|
bustod down the fopes, and they're!

LEGION FINDING

“What are you domng?”
Nettie bellorved.

“Betweon one and two," Jerry
sakd,. It busted pa couple of cars
and bruised up Earl Jennings and
some others. It was Roddy that did
it, but the pilot feller got hurt the
worst.”

“Where Iz he, in the hospital?™

Jerry nodded. "Someone got an
ambulance and took him over to
Pochet, | Just heard someane say
that Roddy wouldn't even pay the
ambulance bill. Said he h:ulln'l ors
dered it You know, Asey, | keep
hopin’ there's a special little cornel
of Hell all set apart for people like
Roddy. Sometimes he's so dumb
you wouldn't believe it. Sometime:

e just seatters money, Then again

hie's so tight with five cents, § |
like to sock him. And slv-
he's so—oh, damn those tourists!
Look, they're pullin' ‘hat othet
wing apagt!”

Asey suggested that Jerry might
be able to stop them, if he teally
tried

"l &'pose s0," Jerry sald. 1 5'pose
1eonld, if 1 put my mind to it 1
would, 'If It was anyvone else's

lane. Somehow 1 don't care about
Roddy's, T can’t see how the town's
lable for any damnge people do
We never o
plane here.
we could sue h

sy

wed him to land hie
sny, | wonder if

1 for obstructin’

5 legal, an' that
ite for hours, Nick

in Pc

one MITF pal
r1.l|w‘w been t
iim. So the

"Yeu poor lell
“He'll prob'ly rot
Roddy takes any not
you goin't"

“Nup." Asey pieked up his paint
cans. “You aln't any 1, Jerry
how many spois
town that needs a
up with paint.”
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Maore guestions arlse, tomorrew,
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STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX

For further proof address the author, inclosing a stamped envelope for reply. Reg. U. B. PaL Of.
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Spelling Selssirs,

Strange as It seenia, there ape A8 -
365440 different ways of apdlling the
word “solssors’—yet only one of them
Is correct)

Lexicographars, nlways on the alert
to startle the American puhblie with
such observations, figured out the
amaring number of comblnations in
thls manner:

There are six clemntary seunds in
the word, they polnt out, the first
of ‘which ean bhe Indieated by 17
combinntions. The seoond oan ba e
dicated by 38, the third by 17, the
fourth by 83, the firth by 10 and e

sixth by 17,
By merely multiplylng together (e
number of possible combinations,

they obtained the number 50305440,
Howaver, nobody has yat been ro-

wied o haye wiltten all the =oni-
olnations

Othet wopds and nAMAX are almnost
rqually versatile: the name of the
great bard, Shakespears, can be apell- |
e mome 4,000 different ways, In fact
Ha I8 known to have changed the
spelling of his own namo 30 times

Troltor to Tesns,

A renegade Amorican, Jolin Davis
Bradburn, launched himself on a ne-
farfenis eareer |n the 18208 wha
with & smugpled anw, he filed  hin
way ol of n Tennestoe Intl ang hoyel-
od for the Aéxienn border,

Bradburn joined the revelittion go-
g on' there at thi time and paince
some Toputation as n patriot, ns well
ny the favor of Iturblde, unde: whom
he fought.

Eventually he gained a high com-
mission In Mexico's army and wis
pinced in charge nt Anahune in 1832
Thers ha exertod a tyrannical hand
of nuthority. although Anahune cone
talned an Ameriean ' ecolony.

Two of the Amerieans realding
there — Patriek Juck and Willlam
Travis—aobjected to Bradburn's meth.
oda und were gqulekly Jalled, A com:
mittee of Amerienns orgunized to oh:
taln Jack and Travis' relense, and a4
A consequence p Mexloan sentry woa
killed: ~firat hioodshed In Texns' bla
for freedom. An open skirmish broke
out, and Mexiean Colonel Pletiran to ik
command, heard charges ngninst Brad-
Turn and, strange Aa it aeema. o
dered his areeat!  The punishment
meted out to him Is unknown.

Tomarrow:  Heavenly traffle  fam.

FRONT LAWN

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS
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WIFE, IN CAR, TURNS INfo DRNE-

PATERN ON LAWN

R
CHILDREN, AUGMENTED BY
WAY AT FULL SPEED, WAVING GRILY, HALF A DOZEN OTHERS TROUP
FROKT WHEELS MAKNING ANEAT®  BACK TROM HOUSE ON RIBHT ON HIS BIcYCLE “TAKES A
1o HOUSE ON LEFT
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By 0. M PAYNE
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