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The Story So Far: Judith Good-
loe hasz the code of en old Mary- |
land farmily to live up to, Reuben
Oliver, who haa piilled himaelf up |
by his bootstraps, has wealth and
eihles of hiy own maoking, Des-
perately loving Judith, Reuben |
proposes to her when the Good- |
loe finances collapse, Gary Brent, |
the man Judith loves, has lefe her.
8o Judith becames engaged fto |
Reutien after making clear that
she does not love him.

Chapter 13
‘Pue For A Licking'

REUBEN tried to prove that he
wis .. belter man than Gary
in the only way he could—by
showering things upon her. Eac
day brought wonderful gifts for
Judith, Her favorite of them all,
an Irish mare with foal—

“The Hunt Cup I8 as good s
ours next year,” Jim rubbed his
hands in anticipation. "Won't it be
great to have it under the roof
once more?”

Life stretched a pleasant” path
for Jim's walking these days. |
Monoy-—the one thing the Good-
loe's lacked, came so easily, so
magically. just when it was
nosded, that they nccopled it |
almost as a matter of course, and
forgot, ns far as possilile, its source. |
Not that Jim minded remember-
ing, He liked Reuben and sald
often and openly: “You're a lucky
girl, Judy,”

Amuandn's opinion was never ex-

regsed, If bBetween hersell and

euben there was velled enmity, |
there was also a healthy, mutua
respect, Amanda thawed to mel-
low graciousness under the glow
of prosperity. There was a com-
etent stall of servants at Good.
oe’s Choice now. Amos walking |
proudly in new livery, forgot the
price of Ooolong, forgot among
other things, the hole in the box-
wood hedge and who made it

Soclety roportersa trumpeted
wedding dotalls far and  wide,
Judith's smiling face. Judith's
fodrless eves gozed back I’rurni
rotogravure sheels. Bridesmalds
and (lower girls goeed back. From
a small inget In an inconspicuous |
eorner, Reuben gazed back ton, |
The meost important wedding of |
the year the papers sald. ¥

Plans went forward. Judith
bolught eclothes that were every
malden's dream, She visiled Rous |
buon's house. Made suggestions for |

|

this impiovement and that, Made
friends with Hugo., Praised rho-
dodendrons— |

“I'm no glad your home is here,
Reuben, | wouldn't marry you if
Ihad to leave this valley, I couldn't
bear to go away," |

“It's Puing to be heaven!" Reu-
bon snid and believed 1. Never
again would he hear the eall of
the wild, or feel the urge for ad-
venture, Foi purple twillght on
vast expundes,of white snow, The
smell of bacon coohing in the open.,
A lone wolf's call. The sound of
eracking iee, rushing waters—roar

of loga sluicing down—Nolse.
Shouts Slru&;gle—nll that was
behind him. Just to live here in

this quiet valley with Judith, to
waich Her vivid face, to louch
her—

The whole world took on new
meanihg. He felt strangely in ae- |
ecord with it secrets. Evory blade
of grass, tae leaves on the trees,
the water in the ereek, the flecey
clouds in the sky held out a prom-
Isn of what life could and would be.

June lengthened into July, July
slipped into  August perfumed
with the ripened harvest, I the
reports  from his banker and
hroker pointed out to Reuben that
he was not an wenlthy as he had
been, he reminded himself such
fluctuntions were to he expected

Before hsenme ta Maryland the
load of $5 would have sent him
raking over tho conls of his affairs
like o frenzied wild cat. Now,
litlled by the gerene valloy, bl as-
ful with the new element in his
1ife, he let things drift until the
serpent entored his parndise,

‘Broken Down Arlstoerat’

T CAME in the form of Clem
IS,
¢ . Int, flarid, perspiring, ar-
rived ate i ing fust 4% Reuben
wina sitting down t ke fnat
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Hu pushed back his bushy
hair and inoked at his host
ey 24 not unlike his daughter's. "'So

fom

you're getting married?"

“In 27 days.”

“Humph! To a broken down
aristocrai?”

“To the only woman | ever
wanted to marry.”

“Humph!" Clem reached for hia
cont, taok out a well seasoned pipe,
looked at {v speculatively, “Love
can play havoe with a fellow,
Better be sure as shooting before
you leap."

“I'm sure.”

“How do Edwm know you are?™
Clem hiwched his chair closer, “It's
none of my business and I w
you luck, but I'm giving some ad-
vice. t00.”

“Go ahead.”

“I'm a foo, to do it,” sagely, “but
I've seen quite a few lads, who
made a couple of fly-by-night mil-
lions, come Bast, break their banks
and their Learts over a woman."

“l won't do that, Clem."

“The heck yoy won'tl You're
different already.

“How?" surprised.

“Dunno—exactly. You were ao
cocky ns all oul o'doors back
home."

Reuben smiled. “1 was younger."
But he =sensed a vague truth in
Clem's eriticiam. Judith's mild
ridicule the day he fell fram his
horse, Amanda's burbed thrusts,
the feeling that they were merely
tolerant of him, had undoubtedly
made him less sure of himself. He
went forward slowiy now like one
whose sight Is not quite true,

Clem's breakfast arrived. He
was noisily busy for several min-
utes. After he poured a second cup
of eoffee he said "You're wondor-
m% what brought me?"

cuben nodded. There were few
words wasled bolween these two,

“Unless you come West as quick
and ax straight as the crow flies
i1 bad news, Rubel I hate like
the dickens to tell you!"

“Shoot!" lighting a clgarette.

*“I'he Lutie Justis is going dry
on ta."

‘The Devil To Pay’

EUBEN held the match in his
fingers until it burned them,
“It couldn't be. That pocket goes

through ta China,"
“I was sure of (t when I ad-
vised you to sink your money in

it

“"There'a something wrong with
the drills,” Reuber said evenly but
fear clutched him like a giant
hand,

“I had every pump and drill
averhauled when the output start.
ed to fall ofl.” Clem lighted his
old, strong pipe. “They're right as
trivets"

“They're wrong It the ol won't
flow. I'm flying back with van."

"Get your coat."

Reuben walked o the door |
“Glve me an hour."

“Going to see your sweetie?”
Clem' hazarded. 1

“Um-m."

“I'd ke to give her the once

over tysell"” |

*I'm proud to show her.”

“Better tell her the truth,” Clem |
advised when they were in Rube's |
roadster on the way to Goodloe's |
Cholee, "and instend of having
lot of frills, butter marry her to.
day nnd take her back to Warder.”

*Pake—Tudith—to Warder?"

“Why not? I1,” grimly, “she's
the girl for you, she'll go."

“'m nlrnﬁ] yvou—don't under-
stand, Clem."

"The heek 1 don't! You're afraid
to tell her!™ he taunted.

“I'm not."

"Then put your cards on the
table. If this girl s mar ryving you
for money—and I'm beiting ‘my
trousera she is—there's going to
be the devil to pay—sooner ar later
—if you're ever without it! Yes,
son, when she finds out you ain't
got it

ho

Vho says T huven't?"
"I dol"

“I've never,” arrogantly, “had
to take a licking yet.”

“You'll take a whale of a one
It you rur with this herd much
longer, Might as well face facts,
Rube. You're due to take a fearful
financial licking and another kind
of one too, if you don't wateh out
You've either got to make an
Oliver of her or she'll make
's her name—Goodloe, a dirn
rimitation of one, out of you"
Reuben sald nott . He stepped
on the gas,

“If you m of here I'll help
you st ver,” Clem offered gen-
erously, “If you hang on-="

Like n_gong sounding faintly
agninat  Reuben's consclousness
ne the echo of Judith's words
—"1 wouldn't marry you—Iit 1 had
to Teave this vallpy—*

“I'm hanging on.™

*H and be darned! 1t's your
fune “ Clam emptied his pipe,

1

knocked It savagely against the
ar's window, “Whiat will you bet
the riri won't hang on when [ tel)
her?"

‘Tl bet wouben's lips fal
tor Closed. He felt winded a
thotgh from & blow in the solas
plexus

"Afraid?™ Clem taunted
“Afralg?"
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BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER—A Stranger Approaches
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