PAGE 8IX

[ = By BLANCHE Z5M FERGUSON

The Story Bo Far: The safe
world of the Maryland Geoodloes
has crashed. Their securities are
warthiess, and Judith Goodloe
hearibroken becaie Gary Brent,
the man she loves, has gone out
west. Reuben Ollver, Injured
when thrown from his horre, (2
an umoanted guest, A relf-made
millionaire, Reuben offers Ju-
dith’s ‘grandmother o loan, and
2 cruelly mubbed. With hatred
in his heart Reuben stumbles into
the parden.

Chapter 13
A Bargain

EUBEN did not see Judith un-

til it was too lale to retreat.
In scarlet swim suit, she was
seated upon the edge of the pool,
slim brown feet in the wat.r. She
maw him first. Noticed his stormy
face, and asked on a breathless
note; “What has happened, Mr.
Oliver?"

When he did not answer she
ruthed on o a fenr that had
ragged at her heart since his com-
ing: “Has my brother been trying
to borrow money from you?"

“On the contrary, your Frnml-
mother has refused a loan."

In sheer relief Judith laughed:
"One can always bet on Gran! A
refusal to accopt money shouldn't
moke you look so murderous.”

“l—I've never been insulted be-

me?" angrily, “Suppose—Gran s
only human—suppose she had let
you?"

“l wish she had. You aee, 1"
with a blending of pride and hu~
mility, “love you." He wondered
how he . ver dared to say It.

“Oh!" The heat of a thousand
turnaces burped in her face.

He sald proudly: "1 suppose
that s the crowning insult?’

"Gran would think so, but—"
She was selzed with a strange
trembling. She sank down on the

rass—"But—I—1" She covered

er face with her hands.

Never had he felt so utterl: In-
adequate. He had conguersd life,
tisen to undreamed of heights by
the sheer force of his will—but he
stood by helpless—a bit scared—

He wondered what a man of her
own world would have done un-
der the circumstances.

And suddenly he knew that n
man of her world would not have
forced a situation of this sort. He
would have acted more circum-
spectly and with finesse—through
a lawver mpybe—avoided any-
thing that savored of bestowing a
favor or paying a debt.

He sald with & humility that
sal strangely upon him: “I'm sor-
ry, Miss Coodloe, Everything 1
say and do scems to be wrang. 1
don't helonfg here. I'm going,’

"Wait—please, Gary hadn'l

loved her, This man did. It was a
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