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By MARGARET GUION HERZOG

The Characters

Nina impulsively married
David and i trying to forget her
intense [ove for her stepfather.

Richard, the charming, well-
failored stepfather, shamelessly
talks of love to Nina.

Honey, Nina's gay, plump,
wouthful mother, s wild about
Righard, her newly acquired hus-
band.

David, a_ bright young auto
splesman, adores Nina and strives
1o make her happy on hiz smell
salary.

Chapler 28
Encounter With Richard

'I happen to know that Challoner

hasn't a cent over $3,000 a
ear,” Tony wha seylng.e"l also
appen to know ‘hat two of his

bills lnst vear, in London—a tallor

on Bond street, and a sporting

ﬁsods store—amounted to exactly
at figure”

Three thousand dollars! And
Honey's ménage cost her at least
520,000 a year, ...

Her mother had said, that day in
the blue and white room: “Rich-
ard s perfectly senszible and
broad-minded about letting me
share expenses . . . Bul according
o Tony's figures, “sharing” was
hardly the right word, was t?

Tony went on: "Now mind you,
[ don't say he doesn't pay his bills,
and I don't say he procures an ad-
ditional income, by any shad
means, lsunplﬁ say that he spen
pvery cent on his back and for his
own personal amusement , . . and
lats his numerous friends (and
now, probably, his wife) look afler
his living expenses.”

Nina did, actually, feel a little
thocked: but she managed to per-
suade herself that the standard
David had taught her, that had
weemed only self-respecting and
rlfht in his case, did not apply to
Richard ot all. And the very fact
that she was head over heels in
love with him, kept her from real-
izing that it was love coloring her
judgment.

Well, that was that.

Nina went on up to her room,
and devoled svery ounce of her
tonsiderable skill, to making her-
self look as lovely as possible for
the evening,

. » . .

The le:kerlnghlixht from the tall
silver candeinbras, shining on the
crysial, and the women's jewels,
and the bright shades of their eve-
ning gowns, gave an unreal air to
the scene . . . llke a magazine illus-
tration, or the seninm or a play,

Still glowing from her encounter
wilh Richard , . ., glowing with the
knowledge that he did love her. ..
Nina allowed her romantic fancy
to run away with her. She looked
again, at the people about her, and
thought of them in terms of the
theater.

Honey there, on Carl's left,
watching Richard . , . straining to
hear what he was saying. Wearing
a goldy satin thing, with topaz,
the color of her hair . ., her name.
Head aver heels in love with »

oung husband, who, in turn,
oved someone else. How did she
think he felt about her? How did
he? ... That waspart of the play.

Tony Leeds, next—so brown and
correct looking — glancing again
and again at the lovely girl beside
him . . . In whose eyes, when she
did return his goze, thore was only
friendship to be found,

The girl was Cordelin—dark and
beautiful, in elinging American
Beauty crépe, listening to an anec-
dote, that Carl, at the head of the
table, was recounting. What story
could you weave about her? She
never fell in love with anyene ., ..
perhaps that was it Perhaps that
whs part of the plot,

d young Tommy, on her left
side. Red of face, eager to plense
both Cordelin and Colanel Sel-
!ridga's sedate wife . .. but mostly
Cordelin,

David then ... with his adorable,
serubbed, healthy look . . . not in
the least afrald of the Colonel’s
wife, and thereby making a great
hit with her. Sweet, funny David,
80 very crazily in love with his
wife, who' .. Ninn lnughed at her
plot. It was so intricate.

And next Hester . . . There was
a character! Hester in white, a
medieval portrait . . . and just
about as alive looking. Was there
a story there? Or did she doserve
a good shaking? Was she capable
of loving—anyone?

At her leoft, d1d Colonel Selfridge,
the weather-beaten M.F.H.: and
Lilith—so unlike her name—in her
inevitable black lace, straightfor-
ward and friendly, with a trace of
powder on the end of her nose, as
a concession to the festive oceoa-
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ON THE DAY THAT ASHES AND RUBRISH
ARE COLLECTED; FRED PERLEY SKIPS HIS
SETTING-UP EXERCISES BECAUSE HE GETS
PLENTY OF ACTION WEAVING IN AND OUT OF
BARRELS AND HURDLING THEM ONM HIS WAY
T0 THE STATION
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