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ihe Lharacters

Nina impulsively morried
Dauld, trylng to escape hor in-

 ganae love for her stepfather,

Rlchard, the charming, weli-
tailored stepfother, shamelessly
tolka of love to Nina.

Honey, Nina's goy, plump,
youthful mother, {2 wild sbout
Richard, her newly acquired hia-
band.

David, a bright young auto
sglesman, adores Nina and strives
to make her happy on his small
ralary,

Chapter 25
Gossip About Richard

"GAD. Tony,” Carl was saying

to the mun Leeds, newly re-
turned from England, “what do
think o1 our young entrg. eh?
‘o've continued using the Bran-
Swlna blood, and imp: ted, In
ditlon, a number of fine itches
trom England. Well, sir, I declare,
think we've developed a cross-
bred pack, uniform as to type, that
is the equnl of anything in this
country!”
*“l think you're right there,
Carl" Tony Lecds was enthusias-
tie. ¥, . , Never seen anything like
!.m!il
Richard, from the depth of his
leather arm-chair asked: "What's
the number of your young entry?
+» « About 14 couple®™

o’ e
gl

Known as @ spurtsman, o3 boin
sides of the Atlantic; and he had
been a good friend of the Staffords
for years.

He was shorter than medium
helght, and of a bronze, rugged
ugliness, that somehow made him
Immnnsdr attractive. He had flirt-
ed, quite innocuously, with Honey
and Nina, by turns, and mow Nina
hoped that wmeth!ns might come
of his friendship with Cardelia
Thorpe . . . though she was rather
doubtful, i

It was funny about lovely Cor-
della . . , she never, never fell for
anyone, It was as t'hnugh ahe had
once loved very desperately, and
lost . . . But Nina knew for certain
that this was not so,

When the other had left, and
they were seitled comfortably by
the fire, Tony sald: "“You and
Honey both married! ., I huve a
lot ta get caught up with. And, by
the way, your young David is as
nice a chap as I've mat up with in
rrmr;y a day!"

"You bet he is Tony."

*And guts...God! That fellow’s
got guts, Nina'

"Hamn't he? | was inordinately

roud today” She took a deep
uren!h. ".}\ridhgicllimrdi. Tony . 5
oney's frightfully happy with
{him ., . You'd met b:l’ng*]:]. hadn’t
! ou!}l

“Yes. All over Europe. Tell me,
had elther of you ... had Honey
known him long, before she . . 2"
Nina laughed.
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“You should have seen young Day! There's a horse-

man for you."

“Just . ., and spenking ot young |
entty,” Carl beamed at David,
“you should have seen youny Day,
here, Hester! There's a horsembn
for you!"

“I was—troublod, when you|steady hands, that were the color

went out, Mr. Day. These friends
of Carl's are a hard riding lot. I ad-
mire your courage."”

*Oh, I wan scared enough, some-
times, all right . . . hut Lord, 1
eﬂult‘!wgal enthusiastic about the

Richard remarked, with a smile,
t his enthusiasm alone, had

earried him over a good many ob-

stacles alrendy.

But David was ready for him,,

*Enthusissm—or horsemanship,

ot over, didn't 17"

varybody laughed, |
Nina said: “I thought you were
] %oner darling, at that last post
gn t'u{l. near the entrance to
carborough wood!™

"It would have been toa bad”
murmured Richard, surveying hls

nss, “if he had had a bit of bad
uek, right at the last!"

“Bad luck , . . nonsense!™ eut in
Carl, in his hearty way taking the
sting from his words "He ap-
proached the bar with his horse
extended, and not a leg under him
to jump with!"

avid said: “I'd grobably agree
with you, It I knew what you were
talking about, sir _ . . but I still

i 'T'got over, didn't I7'"

here was + laughter and|
ribbing of Carl, this time, and
rre:\em'ly Hester's cool voice broke
n

I

*An hour "l dinner, people
oo4" And the group began to break
up.
Tony Asks A Question
NY Leeds came over to Nina
“Stay down for a few minutes, |
will yous, Nina® Ye¢ lwava used
to be able to 1 i
T haven't seen
you realize thyt?
a chat."
“All rlght
the first batl
will you? 1
over ald
Tony Le Wik h oman about
Richard's nge. He was vather well|

"Long! My dear, she met him
out In Chicago, and 5 married
to him in three weeks!"

“Hmeme-m."

Tony it a cigorette with his

of an Indian's,

"Wha, do mean:
‘Hm-m-m'?" Nina's henrt was
beating a little faster.

“Three weeks, Just like that,
¢h?" Tony seemod to deliberate for
a minute, then he said: “Damned
attractive fellow . . ." and started
to chat about other things,

The Prire Sponger
_\F’I‘ER n bit, Nina went upstairs
<3 to dress; but she discovered
she'd left her powder in the pock-
et of her pola coat, and went
downsatairs again, to got it.

Tony's voice sounded from the
library.

“Pernonnlly, Carl, 1 like him
» o« It he's got the reputation of
being the prize sponget of all
time, e has a positive talent for
procuring invitations. and then
drawing them out to unheard of
lengths . . . only he has such a
damn nlce personality: that his
victims don't realize he's playing
them for a sucker.”

Nina couldn't help hearing, as
she walked to the hall elosot

" .« For example: he and | waont
on a weekend visit 1o the voung
Earl of Waring's shoolin ¢, in
October, one year . . 1
on the Riviera, 1 ran Into

you

again—still with the Ear a
continuation of the wee »
Carl’'s volce murmired; "By

golly, that ia talent for you, isn't
it, Tony?"

Nina looked through the coats,
and found her own.

She knew that they were speak-
ing of Richard: and she thought:
‘llu\\.\l' absurd! Why [ don't

L8

thousar

and murdere
1 fou her s insur-
atil]) love him!"

Richard halts Nina on the stalr
landing to talk of Inve, tamarraw,
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TAILSPIN TOMMY—No Wonder the Coffee Tasted Badl

By HAL FORREST
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